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linfl lip/fir erodltfi Iwnmg rfwd ^mdltEan 
„ I It fir Coubh md Cbasi# 

„ Ft nad t 

hP lOp fir nusctj^tib# nod a jcinunli# 

IP ISpjTffr Gui read Gfanja 

^ 3 from Iwttmm, fcr tliBfl© rmd tlacpBif 

M 3 fimm lxifcti>ta,/£*riauBiilH rmd nubiiTcii 

w 3p for btail read bort 

IP l7+/pr iJiiUghLET# read dvi^bler 

ti ip^b^ HntiTTi rpni^ HhIIhi 

ri 3h/b^ nad iuC^zTCDfi 

N 10p fir eiraimiTcnt ly^uf cojnp^H 

^p 10, fir or tfitd ptjf 

n 3 fh*tn botta^3,/£^ dmpmttif read rllTi{]^tj« 
M i, j4ir mafm hW laahm 
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I LoitD Macaulav’s nnnvalled ensays on Clive anrT 
Wan'cn Hastings contain the follo^viIlg passages: 

“ The people of Indio, when wo snbdued them, were ton times 
J oa QTimorouB as the Amcrieanu.whom the SpnniardB ranqiiieLe^l, 
and wer^ at the aanie time quite as highly dvilieed as the vio' 
terifliis SponjanlB. They bad mlsed cities larger and fairer than 
Saragossa or Toledo^ and kuildings more beautiful and costly 
than Seville. They conld show Isinkers richer than tlio richest 
firms of Barcelona or CadiZi Viceroys whose splendour fnr kot- 
nassed that of Ferdinand the Catholic, myriads of cavalry, and 
.ongfnuns of artilleiy, which would have astonished the Great 
Captain. 

“The empire which Baber and his Moguls reared in the sU- 
teeutb centniy, was long one of the most extensive and splendid 
I in the world. In no European kingilom was so large a popula- 
; tion subject, to a siugle prince, or so large a revepne pgiirod irifn 
the treasury. The beauty and magnificence of the buildings 
erected by the sovereigns of Hindostau, amazed even travel I era 
who had seen St. Peter’s. The innumerable retinuH and gor¬ 
geous dccorationa which surrounded the throne of Delhi, dazzled 
even eyes which were accustomed to the pomp of A’ersaiilea, 
Some of tho great A^ceroys, who held their posts by virtue of 
comuiisaiDO from the Afogul, ruled as umuy subjects as the King 
I of France or the Emperor of Germany. Even the deputies of 
these deputies might well rank, as to estent of teiritoiy and 
nmount of rCTcnuc, with the Grand Duke of Tuscany, or the 
Klector of Saxony 1" ' < 

And j'et ^vhat do iiinctcon out of every twenty 
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mea know of the eiinlisation, the cities, the nicr- 
cluinfa, Wiimors, ami laoiiarcLs he refrra to ? 

^ue, Eljihinstone, Oroie, and othoni, have 
written histories of India with a,iiiinuteiiess and 
a caiv that commaildfl out adniiration ; but these 
works, learned and lai>orionR, are too difiiise to* 
become popular with the general readers. 

It is a misfortune to onr generation that Lord 
Macaulaj did not w-rite a liistorj' of India i to him 
it would have been a real labour of love, and he 
would have produced a series of word pairithigs 
that would have lasted as long as the EugliSi 
language. 

The following pages wei-e commenecd after a 
journey tliroiigh India and Ceylon some years 
ago : they do not lay claim to the lunk ot histoiy; 
neither will tl^ey satisfy the immortul longings 
of the real student; but they may perhaps imiuce 
some who might not otherwise do so, to undertake 
the gratefid task of wTiting a popular history of 
a countiy unequalled in the world for the magni¬ 
ficence of its natural aspects, and that has ju'O- 
duced some of the noblest soveroign.s, warriors, 
and statesmen tliat adorn tlie annals of any age' 
people or country. 

The author has inserted nothing without au¬ 
thor! t}', and he believes he has consulted every 
work or article that has been written on India, 
in the English or French languages. 
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INTEODUCUORY. 
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(JJI THE iABlt inSTOBT OF ISDU,—TUz LE^UOfma 
rinLOsoPHr of the inuiOfws, — caete jvb th, 

“ riOltlinnijT f-rrjHVii, ^ OBMllViKdE OF 

miManiAi cosnsst ^invwiTras of tee Hisnoosy—tiu; tmcnuKj.# 
or BL.OOO, VB,„ na,,,™ 0 > 

Dmuio the em quarter uf llie sovmlh Mimy tlie 
Easlnrq wQrJd Ms Ijnag Mow for the swoiti of the 
oouqueror or the zeal of the eathuaiast. 

Ihe fierce tiouteata and alteraate triumphs of Cliosme 
the great Sh^ of Per^ and neradiua, the dfivalro^ 
Emperor of the i-ast, dunng a period of oearlv twenty 
ye^^, had s^ttei^ the mociirchies and matilutions S 
Asia, and ^ered the hostile creeds of Sobians, Maaiana 
and Jews, the devilish doctrines of Maneg* and SS<’ 
and the gi^ idolatry of evei the Christians themseivea! 
to spread abroad antagoni.stic and imcertam notions of 1 
fiiture state incompatible wtli the pcacefid existence of 
mankincl 

It i» m>t without design tlut Prorideece Mnoti™, ,uch 
mnrktfd convulsioiis of society. 
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THE EflUrCEa OI’ iJfDIJl. 


BOOK Tilia period ia miu'ked by two eventa that more than 
—,— any others since the commcncemeat of the Cliriatiun era 
have adccted the destinies of the succeeding racoa of men. 

In the year 602, the papal supremacy was authorised 
by Fitocas, Emiieror of the East; atid twenty years later, 
Mahomed, an Arabian, of tlie tribe of Koreish, announced 
to bis countrymen a divine revelation he was conunancled 
to promulgate by the sword. 

Tlie former laid the foundation of the oentrnlisatiou 
that hag imparted such vitality to the faith of Christ; 
w’hilst the latter marks the date of the mighty revolution 
that transformed a race of wandering shepherds into tlie 
founders of mighty empires, and gave new aspirutions of 
a future state to more than a fourth of the inhabitants of 
the globe. 

Jt is not my iutention to trace the wondrous career of 
conquest that, in little more than a hundred years, dividetl 
the civilised world amongst the three Caliplia of the Pro¬ 
phet, and difTusetl louming and the arts from the borders 
of Cliiiia to Cordova and Eez: it is a mancllous narra¬ 
tion, tljflt hug already engaged the peu of the learned'^and 
the eloquent, and udil, through all rime, afford fiosli 
matter of interest and wonder to those who care to study 
the strange page of human dostiny. 

The splendour of the Patiiuite Caliphs at Cairo, or of 
the Omniiades nt Cordovu, does not enter ijito our subject: 
we have rather to deal witli the decliue of the family of 
the Abbasrideg, who, for more thau four hundred years, 
held their gorgeous court on the banks of the Tigrk 

About A.D. 750, Alniausor, of tlig fnmily of Abbas, coa- 
quered Persia, and made Hagdad the seat of government j 
forty yearg later the colijAate attained its highest pitch 
of pride, under Haroun the. Magnificent, who encouraged 
science, and extended his dominion from the Mediter¬ 
ranean to the frontiers of India ; but these splendid 
possessions were too extended to remain long under one 
head: the several provinces of the empire soon became 



BLiHLT UISrORy, 






liereditaTy in tJie faniHies of the governors, Tlio viceroys 
were kmgs but m pauie, ami in Jess than a lumdrk 
years the ti^r^entutive of Qiu Abbasdiles merely retained 

^7 tlie 0it%mice of indei>enaent 

The most powerful of these viceroys was Ljirmel tkiuani 
goveroor of Trtinsojdana and KJiorassan, two magnifieent 
provmces, Uiat together comprised 1000 square iniJcs of 
tlie most fertile and populouB regiona of Asia, 

He a^umed the title of king 885 A.n., and was the fimt 
of the dynosly of the Snnmnians, who for more than 
nmely years vigorously in Bokhara. Transoxmua, 

khorassan, Caiu^r, und Zabulistan. a great pmt 7f 
Persia, and Cabid^, the land of the Affglian^ 

S J 3 A.D., Muneur. of this dynasty, nuajTelled 
with heutenant, Abistagi, who immediately seized and 
kept Xhorassan and AFglianistan. and established Ida 
government at Ghiaui, even then a considerable city. lie 
was «fccceeded hj Lanael Subuctugi, a Tartar soldierl who 
mamed his daughter, and rose by his energy to the chief 
cornmAnd of his arnuea. 


Ismael s territory included all the provinces held by his 
Jathemn-law, and daring several fierce campaigns in Indiu 
lie aimexed the Peahawur Yidlcy, tlie Pimjaub.and Hold- 
tan, togelJier isitii many countries on the Indus. 

Uia son, Mahmoud, succeeded to an empire that es- 
tended from the Cf^iau to the Indus; and it is with this 
“ son of the slave of the slave, of the slave of the Caliph,”® 
that the ordinary era of the Mahomedm conquest of 
India commences. Before, however, foUowing the darit]-^ 
eampaigM that brought a new world under the Moslem 
yoke, and mmounced the creed of the Great Prophet of 
Mwea to millions, who, as 5’et, hial known only the wor- 

afop of Brahma and BoodJi, we will take a cursory view 
of that countly itsel£ 

,1 empire has been compared to 

the lliime, tliat loses itself on laud ere it finally mingles 

ji a 
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THE PELN^CES Of INDH. 


with the ocean: the stream of ita history is lost in nutn- 
'berless iosi^uficaut chaiuiuls before it lias altogether 
ceased to exist 

Tlic early history of Iiidiii^ on the otlior liaiiil, rasenibles 
u river rising in a simdy soil and con verging by a thonaarirl 
trickling Tills to the main channel: it is impossible, Lo 
indicate the exact spot whence all proceeth fliid no one 
piirticular rill can be pronounced more imjtortant or well 
deAned than the rest. 

Time would Edl to trace to their source the sevenil 
races of men that, during the last for^ centuries, have 
appeared and vanished, breaking like bubbles on the 
stream of Indian histoiy and tradition. 

Notwithstimding the vast labour and urudite loarnin g 
risible in die earliest theological and philosophical works 
of the Hindoos, the science of history appears to have 
been but slightly cultivated \ no relhible recortl of very 
ancient date has as yet been discdvereil, and the numerous 
conjposicions that eiipply its place have as much claim to 
the character of.lrutliftil narrative as the poems of OsHau 
or the voyages of the Odyssey. 

Even where truth is apparently the text, their narmtiona 
arc a1 ways i ucom plete a nd oflteti impcBsil ile. T1 le accounts 
of even very recent transuctioiiB are so clouded by idlusioTts 
to their gods, that nitliout the old Saascrit grants of land, 
and tlahomedan annaKit would lx; impostiiblc to dis¬ 
criminate between mj'thology and histoiy. The entire 
omission of so world-renowned an event as jUcxander’s 
fiminus descent of the Lidua, and tlie inceisant in- 
troilnction of the incarnate deities in their inuuntives 
of ordinary events, prove the imperfection of tlieir tradi¬ 
tions and itic hmciful nature of their fables.^ 

Fortunately, the omissions of the Hindoos themselves 
arc supplied by the very distinct and graphic narmtions 
of some of the early Greek ^vritere; and we are as much 
indebted to the elegant schoL'in? who aeeorapaniwl the 
expwlition of Alexander for our knowle<lge of the wonders 
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of tlie great ptaiiusuia two tLo;waiid,yefire ago, m we 
^ ufG to tLe siLvaat^ of Niipoieoii’s iirmy who unveil<>d 
the mysteries of tlie Delta of Egj'pt in the last century; 
Ari-ian, especially, whose history is entirely compiled fn>m * 
tlie evidence of eye-witnesses, givas. us a vejy graphic 
account of the habits and customs of the natives of India 
, Iwenly-oiie centuries ago; and it is rrtlliGr startling to find 
k that, upwards of 300 years before our era, when the wlmle 
M of western Euroj^ was peopled by skin-clad sui^-ages, who 
I contested wdth wiki auimalg the roots ajid nuts of their 
f ^ primeval foreata, the companions of Alexander should 
liave found on the banks of the Indus the strange aodul 
ilLstiiictions, the tiusel civilisation, the elaborate excel¬ 
lence in tlic arta and sciences, the laljorioits practice of 
metalhugy and puemrmticjs tiie barbaric style of ornament, 
the division into castes, the daubing of the face with 
cokmra, and the slender make of the women, that even 
now, after a lapse of aisty generations, rivet the wonder 
and curiosity of the traveller.* 

Froiw these sources we learu that from the earliest ages 
i of and blstoiy’s elder sister, fable, up to the 

1 of die first Mussulman invasion, Sanscrit w’as the 

I current language of India, and the creed of Jlmhiua its 
f dominant faith; and there is ample evidence to prove 
that the priestly caste of tlte Brahmins had established a 
reputation for learning and pliiloeophy huudroda of years 
before reading imd iivriting were understood in the West 
But the rare and meagre relationa of eonqiieiors and tra¬ 
vellers aeareely lifted the veil of mystery that had through 
all time enshrouded the great peuuiifulu of the Esist. It 
is not till the era of the first great Mussulman invasion, 
under Urulinioud, that the thousand and one bewildering 
streaiiiB of fable aud tradition, along whose bailliiig course 
all who seek the truth must iucontinently wander, emerge 
from the sands of time into the fiiir navigable stream of 
''v, history. 

> \ Tlicre is every reason to credit the assertions of those 
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A THE riU.VCES OF IST1T<\- 

Icomcd few who have aueecedeJ in mastering the Sanscrit 
records, that tlie Bmimuns of andent days were a higliiy 
, pnlisbed and learned race, wliose jurlsprudenoe and litera¬ 
ture Lear evident teetirinioiiy of a refined and philoeophic 
people^ to 'whom law and ctMca hurl been a study and a 
profession. • 

ll isf said, tliere is acareely a tenet of philosophy, from 
< the code of Pythagoras to that of Plato, or a discovery in 
science, from the introduction of uunieruls^ to the calcu¬ 
lations of astronomy, whose rise cannot, in some degree^ 
be traced to the Brahmins or Gymnosoghista of Imlia. 
The minor sdenoes and accomphshnmnts seem to Imvc 
played tlieir part equally with the severer mental exercises 
in stimulating the civilisation of t,h is strange jKOple. 
Prom tune immemorinl the game of the four angas’, or 
chess, appears to have sulactd tlie leisure hums of thq 
piinccs and sages of Ilmdostan ; and huiidieds of yeina 
before the fierce chaunts of the worshippers of Odin pnM 
pitiaud the virgins of the Valhalla; before Deborali anil 
lliirak Sfiiig the triumpli of Isrjiel; or dis- 

<*ovote<l the divisions of the mmsical ratio, and Euclid 
i't^*iluced them to uiatheiiuitical deuionstmtiun, the viua, or 
lute of the Hindoos, was heaid amongst the palm groves 
of the East, tuned to scientific numbers^*, and sharing 
with the nightingale tlie admiration of mankind. 

“ Immemorial custom," said the lawgiver of the Hin- 
doo«, “ is transcendent law. approved in tlie sacred kiw, 
and in the code of divine legislation; let every mfin^ there¬ 
fore, of the three principal classes, who Ints duo reverence 
for Uie supreme spirit that dwells in him, diligently and 
constantly observe immemorinl custom.So carefully 
hai diia injimcrion been observed by those to whom it 
was addressed, that, -with tlie exception of a modification 
of language, and the introduction of some unimportant 
Midiomedau cuatoms, it is doubtful whether any gieat 
difleience exists between the Hindoos of t(wlay and those 
of whom vvf have the curliest notice; and it Is pi-obable 
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tlmt th{)se GymnOflopMsts with whom Alesnmler oon- 
vertied, under the bigh-arelied aliade of the banian, tree, 
diQered but sliglttlj fhun the It rahmin a and devotees, who 
now, tiftcar a la|>9e of 2000 years, daily aasemble under 
the same noble tiiee for similar religioua and philosophical 
pu»|)Osea. 

It la the opinion of those who have made it their eapo- 
cial study, that most of the habits and customs of the 
Hindoos ate entirely unafl’eeted by lime; that caste — tfie 
ine::cpiicablu Impediment to all purmanent progress and 
enteiprise, ancieut aa tradition, and beside which all 
other conditions of society are new — esista still in its 
pristine excluaveuess, ranking amongst the earliest; and 
most remarkable institutions of mankind.'^ 

There is no doubt whatever tlmt the religion of Hmlimn 
is the most ancient in the world, and that hi those 
fhr-dlstnut days, in which facts are indistinct aud dates 
unccrtiuu, wlien Ytaiiis aud Mercury were worshipped by 
the Greeks and Trojans, when the god Apis was courted 
witli tlie wanton dances of the woinen of Memphis, and 
when the- votaries of Zoroaster piiid their vows to the 
rising aud the setting sun, when Saul waa King of larad, 
and the religion of Christ di mly foreshadowed in the 
mystic woids of Samuel and Job, tlie worship of the 
Hindoo Tiiuity waa celebrated with tlie same rites and 
ceremonies, the same garlands of flowem, monotonouFt 
chnunts, and beating of drums, the same jewelled dancing 
girls and shaven priests that to this day di.HtiTignt.sh thu 
Avorship of Bralima throughout the wtiole peninsula of 
TTimlnaton ; and at a time when the Phajuiciau priests 
drenched the altars of their Moloch with the blood of 
Canaiuiitish vietiius, and pitiless Druids quartered human 
sacrifices in the sacred groves of the early Britoua, the 
fuiy of the great Iliiuloo idol at Juggernaut was pro¬ 
pitiated with the same spirit of fanaticism that still 
kindles the devotion of thousands, "who prostrate them¬ 
selves under his car or mutilate themselves on Ms akrmeti. 
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n TQE PSIXCES OF INDIA. 

Tlie Hindoo scriptiu'e and pliilc^opbj are contfiined. m 
llie foiir Vedaa or Tly jtins ^ a very antiiout Sanscrit ooui- 
pilatioii^ nsserted hy the Binhmins to have heco penned 
by the Divinity in person, and delivered by Brahma at 
die creatioTf of the world for the benefit of mankind. 
Eastern scholars allow three of them au antiqmty of np^ 
wards of 3000 yean?; but detect in the Ibnrth the lan¬ 
guage aod composition of a far more recent uge. At 
present their purer precepts arc aoniewhat supplanted by 
the runinas^ eighteen in number, which lire supposed to 
be the work of the compilers of il\Q Tedas, 900 E.a 

The lioly csfite of the Biuhniius alone ai*c permitted to 
read the Vedas; and the mosit fearful deimnciiitions and 
puQishmenhi cflectuaUy prevent the p?rusi!il of them by 
any other class. The supreme doctrine of the Vedaa is 
monotheism: they teach the existence of one God, the 
iucarnatioB of truth and happiness, the two iinpilpable 
elomonts, who, under the fonn of BralmuL, created the 
universe at his vrilL Tliis is an article of faith tiiat admits 
of no variation whatever.^* a 

The Godhead k divided into three pereous: llirLhma, 
Vishnu, and Siva, represcntitig respectively the creating, 
the preserving, and die destroying prliicipleai the three 
niighty agencies by which nature works her miiTicles. 
The three persona of tlie triad liave corrcspoiKlirjg female 
divinities, regarded as tlieir wives, anEl who represent tlie 
active pnneiple possessed by each of them. &ere*Tad, 
die wdfe of Endinui, Tjakshmi of Vishnu, and Parvad of 
S-iva, share with their husbands the homage pmd to die 
three great forces of uaiure, and are worehipped with 
various rites throughout the j:jervinsiila of Hindostam 

Brahma, the chief pei'son of the Trinity, k not an object 
of worsihip, but of devout contcmplatinn ; and tliroughout 
India there k but one temple raised in hk nainct^ It 
k to the other persons of the tiiad and their irives that 
rlie millions of Hindo^taii bow the knee of idolatry, and 
whose iriTniniembie inauiuitinnis, or avatars, gnpply tlie 
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Hindoo Pfintheott mth t}ie three hundred mUlioiis of 
deities tliuL confound and bewihler all study and uiveati- 
gution. Vishnu, the presener, the god of mercy, who, 
incarnate as Chrijsna, deigned to shelter tlm kpwing'a 
iicst in the midst of the battle’®, and jmve beatitude to the 
courtesan wlio, as tlie v^all crushed her, pronounced his 
name, has ten prind^ml iiicarnntions, and together ^vith 
his wile, the goddess of Fortune and Abundance, is thh 
favourite deity of the Hindoos, 

The most popular incomatioDS at the present day are 
tluise of Chrisiia and Ihitna. CUrisna ia ivorshippod by 
ail the wealthy Hindoos, and by nearly all die women, 
who maintain that he is not merely jm incarnation, but 
Yiahnu hims elf; whilst the use of the latter uamc through- 


gilt Imlk, us die ordinary friendly greeting, and tlie deaf- 
fciiig shouts of Earn, limn, that attend all religious pro- 
Isisions, preve hoiv intimately eonncctcd this deity is with 
■leir present oonception of the Diviae power. 

• Siva, the Destroyer, “ the Prince of Death tmd God of 
War,”^i adorned tvitli u nccklflce of skulls, and represented 
as dancing over mangled coriMes, and drinking blood 
from the skulls of the slain, is propitiated as the enemy 
[of mankind, and frequently, iu the place of Brahma, as 
^e symbol of creative jwwer. His woi-ship is chiefly 
lonfiucd to the Brail mins and to him are paid nil the 
SlUhy and degrading rites diat disgrace the religion of 
the Hindoos He is the goi.l of the Lmgam, and is 
worshipped with blix>dy rites and sacrifioesi,—'With muti¬ 
lations und self-inflicted ti>rture3. EJs wife is worthy of 
him i and under the name of Calee is represented as a 
black Medusa, with snakes for hair, and \vith every cha¬ 
racteristic that can strike hon'oi into the soul. In olden 
days, the favour of the fierce gotldess was prepitiated 
with hmmiu victims ; aud die must minute directions stiU 

1 exist ibi' their proper execution^®: aii obhitioii of blood 
which has been rendered pure by holy test k decided 
espial to ambrtiflia; aud the “ learned ” ore inslructctl. 
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'wlieu paying adoration to the goddess, to offer “ bk 
juid tlie head,” Fortunateiy, the days are now ]Miaiied 
when a cruel priesthood can add tlie terruts at‘ fauiuan 
sanilices to the otiier foul jugglery of their idolatrous 
worship. Innumerable Dil Minores contest with the 
supreme deities tiic worship of the multitude. Coma, 
die Indiiui cupLd®®; Indro, the god of the elements, wlto 
guides the whirlwind and directs the stormGancsca, 
or Ouuputti, the god of wisdom, the favourite dtaty of 
lleccau; the sun, the moon, time;, death, &a., all in turn 
rLxxsive the prayers and obkitioua of the credulous nace.^^ 

The Urabmius entirely deny the authenticity of all 
Jewish relution and mythology, Tliey maintain that 
lx>th Jewish and Oirbtian religions are anUtgoukrie to 
tlieir Veilas; and they give a distinct account of tm 
apostate from their Mth, who established tlie Jewish 
heresy 5000 years ago. 

Tlie niudoo religion is the only one in tlie world that 
seeks no proselytes or converts, and allows an equal 
chance of salvation to all creeds and Jeiioniinatioiis of 
Uie human race. 

It is supposed that between GOO B.C. and 000 a.d. the 
liere^ of £oodh or iSuddha was very gencml in India; 
and there are many reasons for believing that duiirg 
that lengthened pericMl her tnilhons swelled the ranks of 
tliat faith still the most numerous in the workL^ 

The Cingalese date the preaching of Buddha between 
G38 D.C. and 542 B.a; and this chronology is generally 
ercditLiL Tlie new religion seems to have extended 
with marvellous celerity, and witlun a oetitnry of its rise 
to have become almost universal in the Be that 

as it may, there is no doubt that the lliidflhists were a 
poiverfid sect when Alexander invade^ India ; and that 
no violent persecution rose against them till the sixth or 
seventh ccntuiy of our era, when they were nearly exter¬ 
minated, and those who remained were forced to com¬ 
promise their fiiith by allowing Gautama, or the nhith 
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flTOtar of their Fupreme 

iuavmEitlon of the second person of lie lEiid^ ^ 2' 

It uppenrs that they nftei^'ards recovered a pi^o 
of their former nuinbeTB ; for we read of them as being 
still a dominant sect in Benares in thg eleventh centuiy , 
auifle that period their sun has finally set m the peiim- 
suk, and the ancient faith of Bralima has ito 

exclusive iulluence; biit Buddhism, banished to the Cde^ 
tifd Empire, and the hingdoins of Ceylon and uam, is 
still die creed of 300,000,000 of human beings—oiic^ 

tliird of the whole race of man. i 

Buddhism wiis a reaction against Bmh^mam; am 
allhough much of the pliiloeophy of each i» drawn froni 
tlie same source, and many of their ^uhar ntes and 
ceremonies ate similar, their theology is as antagomstic 

as It is possible to imngiue. ^ 

Bruhraiiiism is I’antheism, Buddhuaii is ^llllll9ra . t 
former teaches tlmt all tilings are God; the latter, that 
there is no God at sdL Tlie Brahmimcal theory r^olvea 
all thi» 2 s into spirit, mtdusive of mnttei, the esistcuce 
of whicii is denied. The Buddhist ihcoiy ^Ives all 
tilings into matter, to the exclusion of spirit whe^^e 
Ijeiug it ignores. The foUowets of Brahma worship tlie 
Snpieme Being under three huiidr^ milhons of fimus 
those of Buddha ignore the Deity altogether, and worsbij. 

matter which is eterufll , 

( Buddha was the apostle of a new faith; he broke 

with the traditional formalities of the past, and pro- 
vlahned, fer the first time, in ?pite of c^^tes aiid creels, 
the equality of ridi and ptK>r, the fooMi and the m 
the twice-born and the outcast: he abolished all c^e, 
and elevated the character of saints and prophets above 
thnt of th<i priestly tribe, anti substitu^ for an er^ 
ditarj' priesthood an organised hierarchy and monastic 

SwoiTi to ft life of contiminl suffering and self-deimil, 
. and enjoined to hide their good works :md show only 
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ditilr sins, bii disciples penetrated tii the nttennost 
. regions of Asiil, and even made pioselytea in the centiy; 
of Eiii-ope.-^ 

The strange doctrine of metempsychosis, that tenchea 
the tndlscrimhiale^ trimsmigmtioEx of the souls of men, 
into the foiins of animals, insects, and even plants, •till 
diey have botiome suiGeiently ptnilieil to be absorbed 
into the Dbine essence, was first preacliod by Buddha, 
and is still held in all ibi primitive absurdity by tlie greitter 
iiimibcr of Hindoos^ as well as Biiddhhts, iliey believe 
that immediately after death tlie spirit' of miui, that 
^eth upward is wafted into the presence of its eternal 
jmlf'e, who passes sentence upon it, consigning it to hapj- 
piuess or miserj', according to its desei'ts* So long as 
any impurity remaiio?, the spirit is sent bach again and 
again to tenant some eartldy form; but when, by sue- 
cessivQ etuanatione, it has obtained perfect piulty, it is 
receivetl into paradise, and absorljed into the Deit)'. 
Tiiey l^hevH tlxat between each smeceasive development 
they will pass a thousand years of happiness o^miaeiy 
in some of the numerous heavens or hells.“ Clothing, 
ithey believe, can equal the happiness of those who dio 
in tlie faith, and nothing enu cxceetl the agony and tor¬ 
ture of those who neglect iL 

matever may have been the origiu of tills doctrijie, 
its efiect has undoubtedly been to instil into the hearts 
of its votarlea the gphit of mercy tow mis the lower 
orilcra of creation, “ h'rom the meanest insect up to man 
thou ahalt not kill," is the first commandment of Buddha, 
given to nil, Hindoo and Buddliist, Bralimiu os ivell as 
fciiKlra. many hoira as grow on the beaixl,” says 

their lawgiver, “ao many similar deaths shiiU the sLiyer 
of the beast, for his own satisfaction m this world, endun^ 
i[j the next, from blrili to biiLh;” and though both Brah¬ 
mins and Suflras do till, there are etill numerous castes 
who xdil not, under any considerntiou, willingly destroy 
life* 
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\VTjere, but nmuiig^t the creilulous voUries of this cbiltl- 
if.h fiiilli, TTill jou meet with the tcndeniesa ihiil endows 
I^oapitak nnd jikcea of refuge forwonnoitt animiih’^; that 
ubligea the oll-niilla®" aad the pi:)ttcr'3 >^‘heel U> susjk'iuI 
their Tevohitiona for tlie four months in the year when 
Insects most abound; and that ciijoihS its votaries to sit 
in the dark, rather than by luring a moth to die llame of 
the cimdle, to incur the crime of insect murder? 

The ci^'^I polity of the Hiudoos is based on the Institutes 
of Menu, the most muiate and contradictor code of hiwe 
over compiled by man. 

According to tlie Urahmins, the Institutes share the 
antiquity of the Vwlas, mid were orally delivered by Menu 
aliout 13UU BX:., a period prior to the voyage of tbeArgo- 
imuLs, or the expedition of the Greeks against Troy. They 
are twelve in number, written in Smiscrit®^, the most 
refined and polished language in the world, and contimi 
instruction aud commands on everydhing connected with 
civil and rolhdous exercises. They commence with the 
creatioii of the worlA and convey distinct instructions for 
every act of a man’s life, from hia b^h and his marriage^ 
to hia transmigrution and final beatitude. 

Tlicsc Institutes are by turns perfectly just and fear¬ 
fully cruel; whilst some of them breathe a spirit of forgive- 
ness and mercy that might adorn the Christian faith 
otViCTS are morked by a merciless ferocity uneqtialled in 
Llic laws of Dinco.®® 

It Is almost impossible to conceive that a code of m^ 
rality lliat forbids a man to be qucrnlous, even though in 
TJiiin ' to iiij me another even in thought; or to utter a wind 
by which bis feUow-CJ«itmo cim suficr uneasiness; tliat 
eotiiinaiids hiui to bless hk cuemv, and, like the sandal 
wwhI to slied perfume on the axe that felk Imn,—can be 
the work of the same age that condemns a low-caste man 
to have his mouth burned for speaking lightly of a Brah¬ 
min, and ^euk-uces him who listens to tho Vedas to have 
' bi.iilintr oil |Kiuretl into Ids ears! 
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code of Menu recognises the four _gteat castes or 
_ dlyisions of the Hindoos, and the fuyt chapter gives ti 
mnnte account of their pfoduction fiom the tKxiy of 
Brahma®, and of their distinct duties here on earth. The 
most particular relations are given reapectiag the destiny 
and position of th^e Bcveral caates; and whilst the Brah¬ 
mins arc enjoined to counsel and to pray, the TchatrmH 
or warriors to fight and to rule, the Bice to trade and‘ to 
cultivate, the Sudra is warned timt his ia a condition of 
uev^r-endmg emdtude, which it is death for fihu to 
violate. One entire diapter treats of the ChandalaJjs or 
I outeasLs; and it is impossible to conceive any institution 
ot man more fierre and imroienting than that which ex- 
pda from the ordinary rights of existence oiie^fifth of all 
the races of Hindoetan,^ 

The ahostre.^ or commcntarica tacked on to the Inst itutes 

o ^ privilegea or enlaiige the infiuence 

ot the Brahmin^nre even yet more brutal; and iJio only 
^ man el js that dpmg so many centimes the snirit of dei 

^tion h^ not roused this race of eastern helots to 
fitirce anti bloody re\^eng<x • 
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* Mfiiiea wi* m ^>Ei_^'*irinTip aod hniin^f Q]i0iiilr€!ii ttfi natj^ria of lJuj diwaso 

AQIictiDj^ Princu VarBqo^ non of lliu King’ laf 111*33 alil^ khI 

hiE stMa 3tufl^ wfth cJiiff. 

* Konm^ vfyl, L p, 41^. XJ'H^Kelot^i iDicticHinrF. 

* ProTtiMM of Gliizui c^LLt^d Znbulintiu] to diiitinguih it from KmbnL 

* hrrmel WBfl tJia inia of Suhoctuglp thfl aIavo of AhkUgij tKo ElnTe fif ' 
iltuiflurp tilt bIavo uf dm Caltphp 

■ Tlio AfnlioKliimit, or Gr^at Waxp^^ ift. mHrtlT a fftnctful |xh*ai. ThiJ 
most BatKeIlrt3^: Kwtorioal compoeitianp in. Rflowrit, nppem to bo Lbn 
oluobicl^ of tbs kinffl of CubiiuiJi^p ^odtJod Radja Tcnii^inlp ji^ 

Mt, Colcbrookfe in 130&. It ia suppoe^d to bjita Imwp written jlo, 114@, 
Thu Romnjaiin jufi 3[Kbabli3rfl.t nro rho llind imd Gdymej of Tn4iBti 
iltufmlure t thpj both rektti tbo doeda e! ; tbo litat u bciiTiiJite in 

the parson of llaiiiA; the secend to that of L'biiimii, They bowevtrp 
far mom diKiua thnen tha worl» of Hutinir, Tbo HsmojiBiia. Um lOO^ODC^ 
Imc*; the aiahabbBfiitt 400^000 j tko Iliad, 24,000^ uiL dm -Enaidp 12^000. 
^fiU, whoso eatimitti of CTorytiling connected with the liloniturap civilisA- 
tiuH, fuid %vsiii tbe wealth ^ tbo oaily HiniJoriPj \s of die lowest, thus 
chnjwcteTWs tbose Toluinmniia worka: ^ Inflation, molnphnr poTpeitial, nnd 
thooe the moat Tiolent imd atnhaodt often the moet unnatui^ anil ridinu- 
louA j cibwiifity, tuitnlngy^ n^potlliaDT Terliosityj confusion, iueohoTonco dis- 
tuigiiLah tbo hrnhabhiiint BJid Ramayami m a degree whloh no puhIIdI 
hia yet been diacoverad**^ 

^ The fullowing paciiiiantiea Eiimneralcd by Ammi moy ba mniorhad to 
thLi ilay ! — . 

}, SlaiHleT make of the wvinnn, 

2. Living on rogBtiihk feud. 

llltiaiuJiB into cantas j nnd parpotuatiaQ of tradej^ in familiaa, 

4. MarriRgee mt seven yom of ago^ tnd prohibition of between dif- 
ftiPicnl 

Men weiwing e-arringSi 
il Iknbing thair fBoaa with ctiiotirEi. 

/, UiJy prlndpal people nae nmbiollag. 

Sevaml other points of aimiliLrity ana tnauiIcdifHl W ^Uajor EeunelL 

* Tbo Ambinua, who hitrodocad numenilB uita ELUnpcp profraead to 
have raccived them firotn tha tnduma 

^ It woa known by the name of Cbelnnugn^ nr the four ungna^ or 
mamborg of ah onuyi which anj eloplmuti^ horaesi chariulii and foot 
BQldieiBv In the nivlii tMtury the Xing of India sent a chesa-boiml to 
NtijhjLrwa% iummued ihu JiLstp King of Fersia. TLe tnva entirely 

unknown m rereutj but eiich wia tbe talent of Buiutg Chnnens^ itif- 
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nainaj "WiK:^ Sttshirwan'a tlml *Aer ooe expluiuiiJcin from tie 

lndiin imbiiiudnr, ha Ht down lo pliij with him; the first gBine he 
obliged hun to diuw, the second he gB?ie him Ktileiniito, and the thiid 
chodmijiteil him. The wnbaBaadar wm so diHgnated at btdUji whipped nt 
hi* own gama that ho lefnsed to plly anj more, timu utTented 

the gmno of hecltgjimmiMij and sent it hi^tjo thd TCiog of lodin. The 
chiHs-hniwid wia ULti>uiiL>d to indicato, that in the great game of atotoj iit- 
timtinn and cajmeity wer9 Ixrttur rrienda than tortuno, the hachganiiiion that 
attention aud caspKltj- Htnnot rImo aucceed, and that wo nmat plav the 
game of life Mwrdiiig to the cards of fortnne. 

“ "The Hiniloa nnteji ore wvep, and tranwEiid lika nun bv a sharp 
third." 8eei mitJcsl modoa of iJuidMS in "Aeiatiu ResemduH," to], lii, 

’* TJuij hare falLai olT in their mu^; it k the mow and not the 
nighttngidfl that now dhiias the tmTellnr’s irritadon with the timhoor 
and the oodfl, the present instrumenta in Jhefaion. The timbouf k a Wnd 
of luto^ tJK owfe ■ soft af gqitiir. 

** liwtitutea of Meau^ efcap. L sect, 108. 

" The EpTptkM prcbaLly remgilked caato, "For a ahepheni was an 
■B^DiutAtLo^ to on 

*• “The preraLEing chometer of tho ritual of flu Vedas is the worahip 
of the petaoniEed element; fire, the hrmameiit, air, mid witer; of the 
™, mnen, and other ekmpntiiiy and plnnetary pei^onngea. It is elm 
trne that the woraiiip of the Vedea i», fox tho mnat pnit^ domestic worship 
conakting of prajen and cUntioiia oflenid in their rwn honsee, not to 
templeji^ hy indiriilnak fox kdiTidual gwl, and mld rp w Mid to unreal pie- 
^cea, tmx to mid typea In a wonl thu tBUBioa of the Vodaa was not 
IdflLUtrT."—PrufiHSOT 

“ Klgrimagea an made in his name to the Rrohma'^’erto Chant near 
llithutf (Ihe itrongJioid of Sana Sahib), where, after he bad pnfdrntod 
a «iknm «acalii» to celshmto the creation of the world, he kft ane of the 

pins of Ua Jdippem sticking in the steps,* Mig wlitaiy tompla is at Pokher 
in Ajmmi, 

XliG IupTnug niAk^ a ^uliatly plniati^'^ Eomid wW duturbed fram 

itj niist Chrknm lumsg it lu he waa wivniHiiBg to att 4 L-]r tbo Ojanta 
Stopped his olpphint, and commanded tho nert to be cohered with n 
Wtr IwtL 

” nor is the god nf war, and hlg sacred bird k the I unde deri- 
Tahir *• gooee'Step." 

, ?* The pdwts of TiTshnii cimit, those of SItr da nnt A strict wot^ 
shipper of Tndmn, will dUapprovs of suttoG-^ira onjiniMi it 

Ikiul the Itudhimdhj-iya nr SanguinaiT chapter. “Aaktie Re*sjtrhes,'’ 

TrtL Yr * 

» Ctnia k new out nf fkvmir, which is an anomalous poBtioa for 

tlw! gljd rjf lOTBL 


oji rf «d,. ; f» .b.,,ta 3™ 

toVe or eimipl^to i£ cokbntod bj n dianet^ 

“ Snhmhiioal lUirfooian may now he called the foith of HEndwtao - 
but w into ns an ifahoraedan conunwt of Jdahmemd of (I Ki.-i tip 
general system uf ftifh m the prorincss irf Giumnt^ Ehagdeesh, Aortm-a^ 
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bud, Bijipotti nnd: EoukiLEL appeAn {a haTS been -tliEj hpteniHiax crq^ of CTTAP 
Ilijidooiflin fir thm JaIha religlm^ ' 

“ Ttiublliifliii 4iiti£ndjHl to Kijjiflk, Rwodtun^ njirth of 2 \^ ^—- 

T4injtn'j t'hinn, Thibtt, HlaiTk, Bkinimb jmii CeTJotL It wm (imUv rp«i^- 

nhsfl In CUinap a d. flS. For OMunt nf Ibiddlikm In 7tJi iNjntiuj^ 
fi€e Vojflg^fl iIm FEl^^ritiri EciUilLlhifitei*, toL 1; Jlmtouw ila U^'ie du 
niouGti-LliiiAii^ dft flci VovfigiRft T ludc dFptm I'an l>iR jun^n'mi Mf\ 
par Kem-sH ft Yeu-thiioiigj tradiiiL dii Cbbrna >iJt ja^knittmin Jdli^ 

I'aAf^XSf^ 

” The Eriiliiiiiiu TnsIntMa liiiit \%hiiHp m hii tiLnth ovnrjiTp the 

form of Btiildhu^ fer the purpoe* of deluding ihv in$einles of iho pid*, 

^ SrtreTicw of wL*h- rolKnns m Ji^norp leWi7. 'flie in- 

aLirtifiicin^ of Duddlm to hia dU<^ipk4 trern not^ GOp fn flalntSp ami diow 
vouT raimclL'fl lunfore flli raGflp*‘ hat ye ftablsj' hidus^ ynnr good 

worknij And j^howing^ thut 

” Act-otdiiip' tn UiE t^nota of jnetompflyiJiosi uoiMng arer tho 

■principle merely tiiiiiJEffirniod from ooe fonn Eo iiaotheTi dt a DUttihef 
of ulheiA^ It fa Aptly iHiifl'tmti'Hi by • taniji; one Iiintp ia u^ed to liffbt 
another lamp j tim elemptit if not tiLirw hot trtiumiltK4h wna 

the firj-t philu&upber who pn^feseed the ti^otf of imstempaychoislB in Korcj-pe * 
bo iSTh-nt no far » to aay bo rcmerabeTed dklliR-tly nil tktj ■siTnalf be 
bfid fiTor anlniatefL 

” Bwtoela;Ltii:ii% chap, iiir t. 20+ 

*" Tbuir hpai’en m a ptrfort ce»atien of all jwin; their bell mo of 
guAW-iiijr i^orpenta. 

” Tliera if one at BambAy at preoRnh where they hire be|.^ffl.w for q 
feed of rice to altwp a night imumgat the fleaa imd other fl^mroiible com- 

pniijE9inf+ % 

“ MAlinmn Joy tslngt io reign of Jelumg^re, to lubabiUntR of Ikkrrdej 
pnnteiiv+ |Kitff-r*^ and oHnten^ eotnnnmdingFn»iii the 11th .Vaar (Jmw?) 
to Lhe full moon of i\B 0 g (=' 0 pL)^ cone abidl dmui the wBtRra of Lbe klft^ 
no oil raiila fkall work^ or fflirtben reasel be made during tbo four rainy 
niojithfl in the year, 

^ BuddLa WM t]!o Bon of ^nilcthi:>dana, Kin^ of KapUjimstitp f4^g a 
Bgrm slurred and tmable to fcpd her cuba, be mnde a cbRhtable ohlatimi yf 
lli* IwMly }»t dcTuiired by tht*m ! 

IllFFtitllt^tt of l|ii?nEi^ rbjipL L—^Accniiiit of crentpon of tbo wnrld,^ 

3. DutieA of aikTEnfota] cg^ea: educatioiiaf yncngHrahnitna.—Tiitio aial 
dutm^ of ninrriags^ “ 4, On iicauomini and priTal* morals,^ !i. t hi diet 
and purificatiim. — G. Entir^jly on dy^Totiom — ^7, Bipht admliuAtmtiyn uf 
fioyemnient. — 0. ImportfliiE diatiea of kingly office.—Gi. ii^ontiniiKtioEi uf 
the tame, — 10. Ofi the mi^ed rlwaeft. — 11. Penance am d exjkiatiijn+—12. 

TnuiFmiigwtlon anil liTUi,| beatitado.^—Tran^ated hy t^h W. JunE>a+ 

” Sariacntii^ comprumded af " jqm" conipktionp “ flcritn" flnieijed, hcriw 
it impliea e:Ee^:iB0ir0 polish^ It l» very volinninotie^ oa nmy Iw luiaginetl 
toim ite alpkabet^ nimparHEl with those of other lao|roiiyeR 
I Greek aJpbaliet 24 letter*. 

i;gyptiiin ,, 
lit'brew |p 
English t, 

SaUjicrit 
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The apIciuEDd uf lliu fu-liuwli]^ Achi:>lai 5 i will HLua- 

tmtfl ibfl VuiflUtT of the i?jLTigcTit: 

Six Willijim JoDes d««OTnje& it m a iBngiii^m of wcmdeTlial Ertmcft^ve; 
monji puifiEHSL tlikftHi tliQ Gtiioik, luojre eoplaud tiiim the Jjitin, nnd luoif* 
niJiiieLi tlifttt 

IWejisoT Wi]jfln Eiija tlmt the mneic of SiiMcrit campciatioiL muet 
avnv be iiiAdk?qiui.teiT lepmeoiLted by miy oLhex luia^Lie.'^ 

Elnlktitl dtiACrlbefi It ww ik h'm^UikgB v-BTy cnploUiB' KnH ner^quillj, nud 
fm exceeding iJie Greek find Asiatic in the regiiluity tjf iLa ctyirinlD^'' 

A fin mukn pliiloloizist declaim SaoBcrit u a n'ritteii iBngiuLpe to Im xaiAeLl 
tij tliQ hi^liiLb^t- piuiuude of peffD^tiou ^ whll&t im nnthi^eiejtic Fi^chiiiSiD 
muDlAinH that ^ it 15 the l^+il4JbnlilMl dialed;; perhnpf ■pokiiii by the gods 
i)f lloioeT, and if wri^ worthy ibi be eo 1 ” 

All reliable ioibmiiitian ic^fnrdirLg Bojiemt wiiotFiig; it eontoim anmo 
Ideatiiy wilh fiiid Latin. It L pif}bable it wiui oneo Uio vcnmunlar 

Ekf riindoHlAn, hut ^difTnrerl nmoh in pori^. The nurtbeni InngUflgee of 
Indii, Pnojanbee, Bengalee^ Guzomt^ oontikin much SonBodt; whoreaa 

Lhu EHJiitiicfii duiietfta, Tulncigutt 4kiid Cannreae are inilepeTidf^t+ 

Ibfi TiuniiE ]5 iniwt pcm*;; ATaEirnttiv co-otKUia a Uttlu Sainxilt. 

TliJiro m fuch & dexibiljty in the tonguAge Lbat it is hard to got at the 

eUiOt thi^ Mmu eoEujhjaldoii! Vimutioly lABJyaed by gmmiujitlcDJ 

niliifl nuij hiiTO ftOmetlmOft throp dilJ5!n?rit niwwiiTin ^. There b* n, bil?taiy 
that muT bo imd ritlior m a hi^ojy of Eoma or nf VtLrfdhijtiTii; two ilb*- 
tintt rtoriea are told m the same woidA [ Tjtmnl if? eq^iiaHy L‘c]mprebEa 3 siTe, 
On twfl ocTttHon Mr. PurosYal heanl & political oulo^um n?wi at a public 
lupetii^j that Imd tkrye mcanmgBp one wofl Oil inBcriptlcin of praise to tslva; 
BJiotber tn n benefactor^ wlioie chiintie» ware pjLrtjcijliu-If cJliidHd 

to; ibc Ihiid waa on cucomiEim on. tEte gc.Eillomiua who prtSi^Jd at llio 
moBtin^.—-TAf Ij^nd (iw Vpdn^ 

If evpjry word kiLa tiuw& meaningB no wondnr Krtropwig iiiccJisloiialLy 
mi^aeiduraLniid thtFir awrantB, and call them nlggete and liars in eon- 
Ec<[^uubcc. 

" The inatructlotis ruj^urdliig matrimony am judicitmai a man U rpcnm- 
memled not to miury any woiiuyi vriih wd hair, (MbmuHl in her limbfi,, 
or nu imniodeTTtte talker^ or into a fcLniily tbiil h nubjed to phtbi^ijii, epilepBy^ 
«r otEmr hereditary dlfi^afic.^ Let blm^" Bayi tliL wLbw institute^ ebij^Tw 
for his wtCl' a girl whose fotiii baa no defect^ wTio has an Hgrwflble naniOj 
whji walla fra^PuIlyj lile q FEicmeojktinoeT or lihu « yonn^ elephani (a 
liouhtfiil compliiuyiit when wu remember Momua'a eriliinsui yn goddess of 
loTp’Jj^ whoeK hair and teoth are eqii&lly hcanlifulji *4nd wboflo hodv Iij^m 
ciquiMtc BoftneMl**—Chap. III. 

« Lot not n m^ be quotnloTw ersn though he b^ m pain j ht him 
not hijnre anothor m doed or in thought j. iFjt Mm not tivp ri utter a tfoihI 
by wbicb hia Mlow-crTf^atnreft oan nuffer uneoaluL-^ bidch that will obstmet 
hii own prf^gTWfi to futuro hFatitndc.*"—t^hap. IL on Edunktion* Anotht^ 
pnnOuflL-ta iho duty of man, OYon in the momcint of dciitructiiin, to 
consiat not only in forgiving, but oven b a dealre to beaefit h\a deatzo^ ■ 
EH the anndol In iba inftimt of Jta OTcrthiirtr ehedj pccfuiiiB an die aiu 
that feEla It,"' 

^ If n low-coi^tt* uwn Bpoke with eontc-mpt of h BniluMn Ma mouth 
w^bbubnmed. Lf be injultcd bim, his tongue wo* to be B^dit Tf he 




IS 

him, he WM to be put to deoth- If be Hetmied to t]iq rending 
of the Veda% boOing oil wjia to be poured into hb ear^ &tj &c^ 

*• EfcuLiuji pmdku^^ thu JlmbmiuH hie meulh to Bigniftr windmn* 
Tbo Tchntiya from hU uim to Bonify loiglit Tliw Yewpi or 'Bice fejm. 
lufl tbigh to fiigDiij kbour. TLc iSndro from hia to BgnEij 

Xt iM ordidoMi tLat LLey exist femoto frmn tiiofr fcliow-croatureiij 
ftiuidat the filth Euid dirt gf the suhiirha ; their sole wenlBi to etjonifft in 
dogs and (wfiee; the;r clothea muat ha Bie pollutod^imtlea of the deceased j 
thfd# difthea for fo«l_p brohen pals j their ommuonU. msty iron; their food 
nmftt be given them m pot^mda at a djatonce, that thu giTvr mav not 
be dofilcd by the ahade of their outea^t &c. Their propat'luimo 

k directed to bo ctprowiVe of oontampL, and the religitmapeneiiee for Iriliing 
them it the wme b^ for Mlliiig & t^s^n frog^ a dog^ a lisanlp er anch liha 
mniTruilm See Inatituteii of ehape. ruL mid x. and md^ pa^iiiL 

*■ See code of Qbintod lawn, compih^ at nemirM hy a^jiumber of limmed 
OnthmiitB AsaemlilBd for the piijrpoa<^ bv Wflmn lin^flti gH, TrauMlat^ bv 
Mr* Itolkod* ^ 
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THK or iniua. 


CHAP. n. 

me OF mMAi —tto mins or jiR.\nu\ wrm rNiHA,—Tits 

oovrBJTWT^rr or the il^jas Am the towze of tue tuunviHs. —^ 

rEHSTAN ISFLUEarCE Ur mi>JA. - THS anEAT OJVISIDKS OF TUT. ISmSTllT- 

BOOK In all age^ of liL^taiy tiie commerc^e of India en- 

_richer! the iiatioiw and the king^s of the earth tmd 

from the davw of Moses to our o^vn, the slifiwb? of Cash- 

mere, the silks of Delhi, aticl the gold and ivoiy of 
Miilitbfir, hare adorned the palaces and deeketl the 
hi\'ouriU'S of kings, and filled the cofihrs of princely 
tradeiTk 

To TTGsteni nations, India has always been a region of 
gold and gems; redolent ivith myrrh, aloes^ and casiiia 
tlie storehoime of the vaiied treasures of the ElsL® 
And, indeed, when we eonsader the lengtli and breadth 
of the unceasing stream of wealth that has flown from 
Hindostan, beautifying, and tdviliaing, and raising in its 
pourae some of the fairest cities tlmt fill np the far dis- 
tiuict' in Uie background of histary, we can scarrety won¬ 
der at its having, from the earliest ages, been coimdered 
the fountain-head of wealth, the El Dorado of conquerors 
and mcrclumta, the theme of exaggeradon and wonder to 
historians and romancers. 

The trade of Arabia witli India w’fia probably the 
earliest corameixiil orgamsation in the world. At the 
regular seasons, permitted by the monsoons, the porta of 
Surat, the Conenn, and MnJalMir, were visited by the 
, hardy marinere of the Ked Sea and the PorBitin Gtdf®; 
whilst contimionsly during the hot season, long caravans. 
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JaJfiu with the precious products of the far ctjuntry, Riid 
piloted by the annet] Diercbants of Persia and S;iniareimd, 
ilivciiged fioni the frontier cities of Hindfistaii, and wound 
their weaiy way to the farthest frontiers of A&iu. 

The toIuc of this orerland trade, even hi the days of 
liible, induced Cyrus to fix Jiis seat of empire at 
‘‘ the mother of citiefl ■ ” and eventually made tfds “ ilecca 
of tlie Magians "" the key to Ceiitnd Adn . the counecting 
I Imk iKtivecn east imd west. And whilst the inaiidiue 
> trade of India through tlie Eed Sea enriched tlie fruitful 
land, of Kgj'pt under the Pharotdis®; lieautilied the tein- 
pies of David and Solomon ; raised proud Tyre, thitt city 
of perfect beauty^, and made lier mondiant^ princes and 
her tmllickcrB the lionouruble men of ilio earth : that by 
the PeiTjiaji Gulf foiuided in the descrtii of Aoibiu tlie 
queen city of Pidinj'ni, and poured Into her coffera the 
stream of W'ealth which raised, an if' by magic, the gor¬ 
geous palaces and templts, ivhose shattered w'idls and 
crumbling columns, even now, after a lapse of fifteen cen- 

r tnries, tfinpl the curious and Iciu-ncd of the \Ycsst to 
brave the scorching huh of Arabia and tlie Iicreditary 
hostility of the sons of Esau; and assembled within 
her %%'alls the gallant band of citLteu warriors who, for 
- two cGnturies, held their own against the fierce hordes 
of Parthia, and the disciplined legions of Bonna. 

' Some yours later the Indian trade thmugh Armenia 
enricjii-d Erzercioni and Trobizond; and wliilst the costly 
products of the far East ministered to the whims and 
fiinciea of the luxuiious court of the gi-eat ThtXKlosiufl, 
tliey eiiablc^d the panic-stricken inhabitants of Home to 
puix^liuK.' the cloiueucy of the fierce destroyer, Alartc. * 

I Later still, it was the wealth-bearing commerce of India 
1 tliat gilded the golden city of the Caliphs on the banks 
I of tlie Tigris, and foniideil, tm the shores of the Aloditcr- 
I runeun, the raiiritinie [jowci-s of Italy, whose rivaliy eu- 
rYicheil Europe, and tennhiated in the splendid tiiuiuph 
if jbf die togii’tl ci.mncillL>rs of ^'etiice,** 
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But griGiit Rji haa tilwaya been the Iiidiau. trajcle, her 
Qiereluiuta have never i^ii an enterpr ising people, trading 
their oiyii produtts in foreign ports or aceomjHmving their 
caravans to difhint lands. Hampei'ed by the tj runny of 
paste, ivhich neceijiitiiLes the sbictest mlea of diet, and 
the obacnTirioe of a multitude of Bimred rites and ceremo¬ 
nious ablutions, and stigmatises as poUntion all contact 
with an inferior, the high-caste native could never cross 
the ocean, but under great privation; and commanded 
by his lawgiver not to iniss the At lock, or Porbidden, the 
most wesfora of the rivers of the Ptmjanb, it is probable 
tlie merdinut of India was imknoivii in cities more distant 
tliau Pestmwur or Lai i ore. 

Thu great maritime nations of tlie world, the Phofniciaiis, 
the Anibiaiis, the IMayF, tlie Poiluguesu, and Chinese’ 
have cadi in turn possessed the maritime teide of India ; 
whilst, on the southern banks of the Indus, die patient 
tradera of ITiti Jostan met the warrior inerchanis of PerEia 
mid Tartary, and exchanged their myrrh and their fiank- 
incenae for western gold. ^ 

Tlie natives of Ilindostan have never sent forth fleets gfl 
commerce, nor have they as yet incurred the roproadi of | 
attempting foreign conquest or annexation. Their couutiy 
has been ovemm by Afghans, Moguls, Persians, anti 
Eijghsh, mid partially occupied by French imd Portuguese; 
they have been constantly invaded by their neighbonrs’ 
and more than once have driven tliem buck ironi their 
Boil; but they have never in their turn become the aggres¬ 
sors ; and it b ]ji'obable that before the adventurous wars 
of Akbur anil Aunmgitcbe no high-caste Hindoo, in ams, 
over crossed the Indus, <w ploughed the sea m search of 
foreign conqnesL 

It is only thbmjGSamplcd boktiou of the entire country 
through oountless of transition, tliat esphuna the fact' 
o two huudred millions of human beings, overrun by 
numerous conquering nations, deprived of their languit^e 
anil, at times, sorely peraecuted for their faith', renminiug 
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xmalteried io a world of changej and pre'ieniwg unim- 
ptiircd tho idiildi^b tTtitlulity in f^lxscure trarlitioa, tlial still 
iniljucs their every act and occupatiiiin and renders vene- 
Hible some of the orthaary aflairs aiud iDcideats of 
lite. 

Krom the earliest peiiol of wliieli we Iiiive any record, 
India has alvvaj^^ been divided into largo pjrovmc-es or 
kingdoms, ruled over by rajas or kings. 

The form of government of the nyos was monarcliical, 
and, with the exception of the power of tlie priesthood, 
absolute. The kingly duties were all clearly delined* and 
entirely directed by, the laws of Ifenn. Never to recede 
from eoinbdtj to protect the people, and to honour the 
priests^ was the lilgliest duty of kings, and enstired tlieir 
felicityJ® Administmtion of ju^itice in |>cn3on, was the 
leading principle of their jiLris[imdenceT and the reToln- 
tioiis of ages have in no degree lessened this primaeval 
piiicdeed^ 

Their councils consisted of a company of the mrrst 
noble Biphinins, or priests^ ^who swit ou the right of the 
throne, and on eqind number of noble Tchatrj^u^, or vvar- 
rioos, who sat an the left, suppt ised riispeetively to rcpre- 
seni tlie interests of peace and ivar. 

The couiidl of Brahmins might, and indeed did, con¬ 
demn a bad king; l>ut no amount of treoison or crime 
conld excuse the soYereign in taking the life of one of 
those holy men. 

Apparently the power possessed by the Bndnniiis wsis 
irresistible. The. king was instnieted always, to have a 
BriiTmiiii as bis first minister. His decisions, if contrary 
to tlje opinions of the Bralimhis, would be mull and void; 
even his himily would refuse to obey lihn; and In ad 
judicial mutters he was rwilly the exeentor of Brah- 
nunieal (lecisions. But, on tlie other hand, lie was exdm 
sive master of the iirmy and die i-cveime, which oindiled 
Iiiin to cfnmteraet and dispense with the greater part of 
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the judicature and legislative power of this ambitiouis 
. hiemrdiy. ^ 

The Institutes of Menu strictly confined tlie kin'dv office 
to the Tchatiya, or raja tribe; but there hi no doubt 
that ambitious luqjnbers of tlie priestly caste coitsUintly 
usurped aupieme j«)wer, and tliat even individunla of-tlie 
despised castes did occasionally break through the obsfctde 
of their birth, and atcuin the regal digiijtv'd' 

lu all Hindtxi codes of law the king’is declared lord 
paramount of the soil: he is the sole proprietor, and all ^ 
land is held of him, on payment of a fixed stun. The 
exact proportion of this rent or land-ttix ajujears to have 
varied from one-sixth to one*tliird of the entire produce 
of the soil; but it is probable it was considerably %luer ’ 
under the native princes of the couutrv than under tlieir 
Jloslem conquerors,*® But iidmtever limit law or imme- 
nioriul custom may have placed on the exactioiei of the 
sovereign, the same considemtiou did not extend to the 

they were absolute lortls of aU, and could, at - 
lyill, help themselves to the best of everything iliev de- 
Htrwl; and tlie boundless weiilth that everywhere marked 
their domination, estnblishes their right to share the dm- 
racier of imatiable avarice, already enjoyed by the monks 
and priesthood of the West,** 


We know little of the native sovereigns of India prior 
to the time of Mahmoud of Ghiimi; and with „ne 
Slight exception, their names have scmtelv desf'ended to 
postenty. Bicker-Mngit, King of Mdwa’ who reigneil 
in the hrsl^ wntury ot our era, occupies much tlie same 
{roation m tjte history, or rather tradition, of the Ilin- 
i ws, that King ,\^luir does in our own. Ee wag fimied 
lutmghout India for his valour and success in war, and 
Lls cm old cultnation ol the arts of jieace. Under his 
wise and benevolent reign the cumiliy attained unequalled 
prospt^ty So firm was his justice, and go omuLtent 
rule, tliat, according to the elirouiclei^ of his dav 
* tho pot oxen its p>wer on in>u, or 



r 


KlNCfl.V OI’FICE. 25 

Oil tliii chaF of the field,” Mtliotii hjs permissioD. He died cifAP. 
A.D. 80 ; and so great was the respect for liia name, that ^ 
even in the days of Atbar the greater number of Hia- 
tloos reckoned their time from Ms death. 

It is probable that from very early pgea the provinces 
west of die Indus were moro or less iributary to the 
kings of Persia. Alexander die Great gnvunded his 
ekim to the empire of liniia on the rigljt of the uneicut 
sovereigns of Persia, whoso dynasty he Imd subvorted i 
and 800 years later, Nusliiryttn^, who was Shall ofPer- 
aiu when Mhliomed was born, styled iiiniself King of 
Persia and India, And although there is no record of Uieir 
having ever passed the Indus, it is possible their pi>wer 
was acknowledged and respected by the monarebs of 
Hindostari; for we rend that, Ji. ti. o3ft, when Pyivam-Gore 
lung of Persia, who laid come to India, in disguiBc, to * 
study die wise laws and regulations of that country, ivas 
discoveiTcd by Llie extraordinary feat of shooting an ele- 
pliant dead with one arrow in the Lead, he was re¬ 
ceived i^th great homage by Basdeo King of Ginouje. 

At the period of Mahinond’s hivasiou, the Itajpoot * ■ ■ 
was the dominant race in India. Hindustan^® was divided 
into the four great kingdoms of Delhi, Oanouje, He war, 

HiiJ Anhuiwarra, and to tlie chief of one or another oi" 
these states tlie numeroua petty princes of Lidia paid ^ 
homage and feudal aerviee. 

There Wiis no supreme sov'ereign of India, but in any 
groat cmoigeiicy, tlie rajas, wlso united for defence, 
electetl a head chief, With the title'of I’al. oy Pr otecto r, | 
to whom they jiaid temiioimy jiUegianee. He who held 
this high office, at the date of the Moliouiediui conquest, 
was tlic Ihihtore sovereign of Canouje. 
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* EiiilrlRl iivii. 

trnvcUe™ In L,4i„ ih^ fkU«l t7« of pim wilJ, 

I^n with friut compMHl iif ilit Ilnffit jewuli, that cun^atthd lie ato^ uf 
mu imTie of AlrarHm 


® In tliu IurtitritiM of ^reniL pTovieicm Is made for kiggea incurred ij nd- 
vontuntis at eea, whidi pmtes the ttallqiutj rf tliia eginmerce; probaUv 

It waa nnnrflTWkS Er +V 1 ■ * 


It waa pifneipuUj eontuiul to GtueniL 

■ Um-ul-Belnd, nrnlier of cities, A hlocJt of white iiuirhlB 

u alill pouitud out ju lie thraiw of Cyi'ua. 

“ Zerroaitur w*i Irani at BhliL. ' ^ 

' Tli'f '^e 'if Eidi* reached the NUe hv Bewnine, or Thek* 
rha ta^ucif T>'n) was uiimed ou bj AiiouieW, at lie head of lie tiulf 
of .^aia, ofiiTjeR part of Arabia Peteca to Rhiaococuni, or m AtypH not 
fiir from Gaxn, thenee to T^tb hy aea. ' ' 

^ Eiukiel xxvIL dtiIj. 

• .Vmoneal tie artidee of lanaon, that Indoced .thuie to hd» He eisEa of 
Koine h mention Ld tWOlk of peppor ttim JIaLiber ^ 

At one time Buna took Bandolo In triiiniuh to Gcnoia. 

M4iftil+ 

M Min. 

Curtrae’s MCnimt of XambiaiiEe, Supreme Riitn of Caaoiiia and 
wa^eMntion of SnniWottiia with aiubnHifldoK of SelouLa.—ManriwJ vol. 

■* The SacOTt^ or Magic Ring, writton by Calidjia, a.c. 100, Ai.-t t '' 
p and to n date Hippewd to k 1000 ii,t, puta It at^miKaiith i 

m Ho time uf Shore the AfiJjhnn it wmt otie-fniirthwhilat tie Amu 
AkL^ statue it at em,-third, It is now ti^o-tWnU 
toiP I Art Y. pp. fla—56: CLumberlnin, ihjud'io-*—“Tio tun 

iTd H burpenta cfmtinunUT aufllnina lie weigbt 

W thu pjtrti, and eqaBUy mcoeaunt IB the toll of that limn wLom levunue ^ - 
ansce (pom e ,>f bia people'a menmo.” ^ ■ 

orim Mm:-‘' By a tyrtmn of priest, , 

wSI ^ the mort onomum,, imitlnmil, and Unrnontkn mLiaii- 

we» ’Tf mankiiul, tkir niinda 

lid than their bodies; in short,'b, dnsp^tism 


! liumjin mustj 

J'^rptrij pretri* mckmulii ^ puHi^ 

Mid ncin son jmtiiElL 

ibirtk^^tr niitdeoe ■ but 

trn.tljr 5pq^u^ It IB <^^nd ufirtli ivf ihc eVerluddn. 
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CHAT. m. 

A.it, 1000—1053. * 

ACd^HtS OF ITAHMOFS TO THE EWIRE OF GlQZSI, — fll^ Sl'CCCSSriT. 

ESTEDITIQNS AOAIX3T THE IIWLATEKS OF TKOrA. - THE ANJTEIATION 

DT lIDtrLtAif, t^HAWUlt) ANO THE GBEATEH rABT OF iCtiiDC. — 

I’Esn^nCTiOX of TAS^AilFAR, ASD OF TUE OltBAT IDOL JCa-SDOX^ - 

CAja UIEBE A riEET TO TlK HI^BSCLHAN ABltT. - Tin J'ELTTDEn OF 

■CAKDUJE. — Ttir. Pall of udtteea- — the avahice of MAimoL'if. 

En^(i1and and India cast aside the thick veil of fable and chap, 
tnuUtion, and take (Jieir places in the authentic page of . 
liistoiy in the Bainc centuiy. It is at the Nonnan wu- 
quest, 1U66, that the fumier emerges 1ix>m the dim 
Icgeuds of PictB and Scrota, and that the rude Saxon, ' y 
the dialect of peasants, yields to the puliEhed Norman, the 
language of courts ; and it is at the Moslem inroaioQ of 
Mahmoud, A. D. 1000, that ludia breaks ft'om the shadowy 
realms of bardie chroniclers, and that Sanscrit, the language ^ 

of plulosophy and sclcuce, gradually suoo^mha to the ' 
rougher Undu^, “ the luuguage of camps," 

After a successful reign of twenty 3 *cais, Bubuctugi died, 
and left the splendid empire of Ghizni to hig eon. He 
was a gulUmt and enlightened sovereign, w^ho ruled with 
e(|uity and justice, and his hmuitnity luid tenderness to 
anitiifiT;< has been perpetuated bi one of the most ebanuiug 
tales of eastern romance.^ 

He made several fierce inronds into the Punjaub® ; and 
it Avas during these Avurlikc parades that hlnhmoud, his 
eldest son, acquired the koowltsdge of the wealth and 
idolatiy of India, that kindletl at once his avarice and Ids 
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z«i£il, und guve tho cjii'liest tukcD * qf hia capacity for ^val• 
and L'onquGsL 

Midinjoud was ahsEnt in Kliorasfsaii, at tbe Jmtli of lib 
fntlier ia Ghizuii and Isiiioe!, liis broiliqr, had sulficieut lu¬ 
ll uence with the djing moiiarcli to iuduee him to nominate 
him his successor. Ko sooner was Suhuetugi death thiui 
Isoiiiei seized the empire, and ojtening the royd treasuries, 
sought, by lavish gratmtied, to secure the fidehty of the 
nobles and the troops ; but Mnhmoud was not a priuce to be 
iULHily defrauded ofhi:^ birtliright. After trying in vain to 
induce hie brother to i^esign his unjust usurpation, he 
uiarclied agaiust hiiu, and regained at the sword piintliia 
cupiud and his erovra. Couipuative clumeticy marked the 
tirst victory of ihdinioud. Seudiug for his brother, he asketl 
Iiim what treatment he should have received if fortune 
had bnaen reversed, and he had fallen into his power? 
Ismael replied, ** tliat he should have iuiprisoued It ini for 
life hi some castle, and indulged liim ivith every pleasure 
but IiLs liberty." “ Mahmoud made no I'eply at the time, 
but shortly after acted on tlie suggestion, audcorifiued 
him in tlie fortreaa of Gcoi^ghaai, where after uuuty years 
of idleness and luxury, lie sul>sequcntly died. 

Tlie .character of JlahmouJ had been early moulded by 
that of his father, Subuetugi; and from him lie appears U> 
have acquired that admiration of the arts and sciences, 
aud that keen delight iu battles, that made him at once 
the most magnificent monarch aud tlie greatest warrior f.if 
tiro age. Even when yoimg he displayed equally die 
spirit of the aolJiiir mid the libend tastes of the scholar. 
Duniig llie lifetime of his father he enriched the capital 
with elr^wt huildi^p and costly gardens*; and the 
earnestness with whicli lie oppnued the aceeptancr? of a 
iDiigtriliccut ransom, that was to purchase Subuctugi's 
retreat from the tenitory of Jeipal King of I.a}ioiG, sluws 
Unit even at that early age opixjrtuiiity was alone wanting 
to initiate that caiucr of conquest which has made Iuh 
name famous ilu'ough llic world. 
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At the age of twenty-eight Miihmoud waa the sole 
master of the dominion of Ina fatherJ G-hizni, lus capital, 
was one of the finest cities m the East, and Ins supremacy 
was ackiiuw'ledged from die frontiers of Persia to tlve 
banks of the Indus, and froni liulkh to the Arabian Sea. 
He "was, even at his accession, the most powerful sovo 
reign of Asia; and when, shortly after, die last of the 
dynasty of die Samaniana who reigned in Bokhara, and to 
whom he sdlL paid a noTniniil allegiance, ivas ferocioualy 
put to death by Elok tlie r7,bch Eaiig of Cashgar, lie re- 
raained without a rival throughout the East. The expe¬ 
ditions of his latliGr had opened to Mahmoud the know¬ 
ledge of the wealth of India and the idolatry of its inJiiibi- 
tiints; mid no sooner Lad he quieted his domestic foes 
and eatablLshed Iiis throne, than he swore on tlie Holy 
Koran * Ui seize tlio one and ellhce the other. 

The Koran teaches that the highest flignity tJie faithful 
can attaui is that of making war in fiersoa ugaimt the 
enemies of his religion ; and in evciy page the giizi, or holy 
w'or against infitlels, is clevaterl os tlie first ami most iiu- 
pemtive ^luty of the true laihever.® 

"The awool,’’ saya JlnLonieil, is the key of paindiBO 
and helL A drop of blood shed in the cause of Goil, a 
night sixmt in anus, is of more avail than tivo montiis of 
fasting anil prayer. Wlioevcr fsiJls in battle, his sins are 
forgiven; ot tlie day of judgment his w’ountls shad be 
resplendent as venniLoii, and odoriferons as musk.; and 
the loss of his limbs shall be replaced with the iviuga of 
angelsi and chcmbinni.” During a period of three him- 
died years his ivarliku apostles, with fire, sword, imd deso¬ 
lation, did not fail to execute these fierce manilates Through 
the eastern world. 

Those who perished in the holy crusade were siipposeil 
to go straight to Heaven; and all tlio eloquence and ima¬ 
gination of the prurient Prophet were employed to paint, 
in glowing lenos, tlie lilwrnl and intoxicating joys there 
awaiting tliem. Sevenwives of the girls of Para- 
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disc, fomidd entirely of inusk^ iritli eyes lai^ fu; eggs and 
clninmf in proiJortioii, waited imfmtient to greet iLe first 
approach of liim whose thread of life ■was severed in 
bottle with a Giatnir^**;; whilst. 80,000 servants, bearing 
SOO new dishes and 300 Ij^h kinds of wine, daily minis* 
tered to the immei'tal appetites of those gallant niartyrs, 
to whom mdigestioti was nnknow’n, and who were liable 
to no mt^onvenieiice Jrom excess ! Wlien to such liberal 
promises of future bliss we add the immediate prospect 
of present wealth, we need not be surprised that the ruth¬ 
less injuuctioQs of the Prophet, to eonvert or day, never ^ 
higged for want of willing liands to execute tBem. *■ 

1 rora the earliest days of history the aword of pruselyt- 
ism ha .^1 always boon the keenest and most pitiless wielded ^ 
by the hand of man; and rathleas as were the Mmsul- 
mams fli*o not the only apostles who have sought to 
gratify their Gwl with the lives, and themselves with tire 
wealth, of rival worahipperg. Put it is a rpiiiarkablc fact, 
that all who have made religion of any kind a cloak for 
conquest, have always Ijecu careful to turn their efforts to 
weftlthy regions; and the identity of purpose directed 
the Mussulman ianatics to India, and urgenl equally luerci- 
less Christians to Mexico and Peru, is so evident, that we 
aiT induced to snp|X)se that “ 


« \Vh«re there ii uq store of wwiJili 
Souls lUM not wOTtli the nhni^ of hpjilth; ** 


and tljat both must have been impelled liy fteme imaginiiry 
co mman d to save the wealthy communities first; no re¬ 
ligion forbiihs the aecumulaition of this world’ts riches, or 
aasociates with their possession any dimmiition of future 
bliss. 


India ivaa, jit this period, the richest country in the 
world: and it is jMJssible the golden charms of Luckmee, 
thellindoo goddess of wualtli, influenced Mahmoud’s choice 
in the selcjctioii of Hiadostim as tiie field of his kLK)iiis, 
quite much aa the rision of “ a tkrh fieavcn of liouris’ 
eyes'* in the Alderman’s Paradise of the Prophet himself. 
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An additional inducement for invasion was pnaented ciTAr. 
by tlie imiure of tbe inbabitanta tliemselvca. Both by 
creed and habit the Hindoos were pacific; and altlioiigh itHU, 
the nations west of the Bidus, constantly ejcposed to the 
inroa^ of the Persians, wotdd necessarily learn the art of 
war, it is probable that, to the timid races of Hindustan 
ami the southern PeninsuLi, tl;e march of armies imd il^e 
Lemldiiig of troops were almost as strange as to the Tia- 
tivefl of Peru in tlie days of Piznrro. The timid votaries ' 
of a God of Peace proinisud an easy victoij to an army '■ 

of fanatics, who served a God of Battles swift to eheti 1 
blood! 

Diirmg a period of tweaty-foiir years ihdimoud made 
twelTO distinct expeditions against tlie templea and cities 
of India, and on each occasion tliousauds of harmless Hin¬ 
doos were oonsignwl to Jehanmn for oveiy true belisvci' 
w'hovin triiuuph, winged his upward tliglit to the etental 
bowers of Paradise. Every object of the worship or vene¬ 
ration of tljo Hindoos was brutiUiy destroyed; and the de¬ 
scription of tlie amount of jeweb and gold, and of the 
wealth <ff all kinds, that he brought Ijack with him to 
Ghiziii, resembles more a tale of the Arabian Nights than 
an authentic narration of histoty.^^ 

It is not my intention to give a distinct account of these 
numcroti^invasions: the authorities are limited and very 
imperfect, and may excuse ua an elaboration of succeed¬ 
ing tides of blood and slaughter, that, after all, may be 
hicorrect. We will coniine oiirselv&s to the narration of 
those expeditions tlmt are usteeoied authentic, and that 
more imniecliately tended, to the establishment of Mnmul- 
man rule in IIIndostaiL 

In A*D, IDOl, after a few insignificant expediliona to 
the coiintricfl west of the Intlua, Muhtiioud, with lOjOOO 
men, advanced to PesliawTir, where he was met by ireipal 
the Brahmin iLija of Ldiore, ivitli an army of 12,0Ui) 
house, 30,000 foot, and 300 chain elephants; the fortune 
of irahmoud was in the ascendant Tlie Hindoo army 


THE PErNfES OF IXDI.^. 


BOOK 

L 


T\*iis c1ef(?!itc(l wUli gi'cat sltiugliter, and .r<?ipal liini&tdf 
tiiken prisopcr ; around llie neiik of tliis pruitie of ancient 
linL'flge, hnnu ton nHL'fklaces of jewels, one of which alone 
was valued at S2,(J00/. Jefpal was lilKiniteJ on the 
payment of a greiit rniison; but baring lieen twice de- 
feiLtud ill battle,* once by Subuctugi, and again by 
MaJimond, he was, accovding to Hindoo law, declared 
unfit to reign; and liaTing raised liis sou Anindpid to 
the throne, he moiinted a funeml pile, and sacrificed 
himself to his gads. 

After this victoiy Mahmoud returtied to Ghizni, baring 
estahMied a Maliomediiti governor in the rnnjiiub. 
Ihiring the next tlu'eo years, Mulimoml, with Jicree bands 
of Arabians, Turks, Afghans, and Chilligies, made three 
expeditions into the devoted provinces of the north-west. 

He annexed Moultan, the w'hole of the Peshawttr ^hiUey, 

(iiid the greater pait of Stiude; and exacted tribute 
from every sovereign from Cashmere to tJie mouths of tlie 
Indus. The most important of these expoditinns w'as 
directed tigidnst the fortress and temple of Bimc, on the 
SaiiToti, in the territory of Ifagraeot, a pari! of tho 
Sown lie f?ham of mountains, north of the PunjaiLb, 

Placed in a commanding situation, hallowed by the 
spruiga of the Jivalii-Mukhi, “ the otTuigent countenance,*' 
tlie holy biiming fountain, snirounded by saergd groves, * 
ailomed with a celebiuteil college of Hindoo learning, 
Billie was witlioui doubt the strongest fortress and the ^ 
most superb temple in the north of Ilindostan. Nothing 
could exceed the k’l'ish splendour of a stmeture rooted 
and psived ivith tlio precious melal i and 28,000 pouoijjifc 
of gold and silver plate; 1000 pounds of pure gokb in 
iugots; 30,000 pounds of silver bullion, and 800 pi>u[ids 
of thiferent kinds of jewels, rewajtled the sacrilege of its 
conquerors.’® 

Eidierto the expeditions of Mahmoud hail been con- ^ 
fiiiL'd to the north and west of the Indus, and iiltlinugli 
he annually received immense subsidiefi from the rafas 



li 


DKSTBULTION OV 33 

of Hindo?Lin, he had never yet liivafled their country ; 

. he now, however, Jetermined to vi^it the liind whence 
esime so much gold- titid In the 1011 AJJ+, he mtirehed 
i for Tjaliore, with the avowed mtentiou of penetrating to 
f t]ie centre of HindosUiu, and destroying tlie temjjle of 
Tannasanr, esteemed most snered in th^ coniitry- 

Iii vain wn^ it urged by tlie ambaa^adors aent by 
L Atniidpal, King of L:diore, tLiit, TiinnassEur waa tku most 
; cLerisljed object of the worship of the Hititlooa; that if 
I the destruction of temples and idols wiis enjoined by tJie 
reUgiuu of iriihomed^ he bad alnaidy Mhlled his duty by 
the overthrow of llime; or that they offered the whole 
remiues of their fnastersi to induce him to spare it; 

^ Mahmoud nivfwcretl, tliat it was an established tenet of 
the creed of hlahQmLd, that the more his followers 
destroyed idoktiy, the greater would be their reward; 
that he was dotermluetl, with the ussistauce of G*oJ, to 
root out idol iitiy mid therefore Taanussar must fall.” 

Situated ou the banks of the sacred Sirsutty, about 
sixty miles from Delhi, Tamvassar liatb from the eai'liest 
ages, beeTi a spot esteemed moat holy by the Hiudooe. 
It had been the impenal residence of tlie first gupreme 
monarehs of Hindostaii; and was eoiiuected with the 
exploits of their gods, and the justice of tlieir most mieipt 
kings; it wiis the Mecca of the Hindoos; its presiding 
deity, Jug-Soom, belonged to a former race of immortals ; 
and ivns believed to have existed before the creation of 
the w’orld; but the prayers of idolatere, and the daima 
of imnicniorial tradition, could not arrest for one instant 
the tierce will of Muhm niuL Every temple wnis destroyed, 
every shrine pillaged, and Jug*Soom himself torn from 
the spot he had occupied for a thousand years, was 
broken up into injmnierable fragmentfi, and sent to pa^e 
the streets of Ghizui, Mecca, and BagtlaiL 
f From Taunassar, the destroyer marched to the ancient 
city of DcUii, Canouje was now the capital of Hin- 
dostan; but Dclhit standing on the site of Indraput, the 
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capital of the coimtr}' in the days of fable, was still faniGd 
fur its ancient splendour, its beautiful gardens, and ^ 

mutic groves, and for being the TOnrt of the commerce and 
handiwork of Illurlostuii. The kings of DelLi numbered 
amongst their vassals one htmdred and dglit snbor^ 
dinate piincea, add claimed suprenmey over all the 
countries westn'ord, to the Indus, embracing the lands 
watered by its arms, from the lfx)t of the Himahiytts to 
the Aravulli chain. In this fertile region, produong in 
some pkees three ctoi> 3 a year, watered by the Ganges 
and the Jumna, decked with an infinite variety of esqui- ^ 
site flower??, and pi'odnciug in profusion most of the fruits 
of Persia, Turkey, iunl Ilindostun, Mahmtnid W'iahed to 
remain and establish hia seat of empire. He was only “ 
deterred liy tlie great distance tliat lay between it and 
his own capital, and die warlike cJinrar^ter tjf the inter¬ 
vening n ations . After plundering the city, he restorexi the 
sceptre to die native sovereign, and returned to Gliktii, 
laden with immense treasure, and forty thousand male „ 
and tern ale captives. 

But Mahmoud w'as not content with Bnckiii{f temples 
and destrojiiig the works of msm; he must needs lay hia 
nithlea*-? hand on the fairest work of nature, iintl louse his 
fierce soldiers on the land of perpetual spring, llie envy 
of paradise, the world-renowned valley of Cadimere. 

This happy valley was eighty mites long, and tliirty 
broatl, and watered tlinouglKiiit its length by tlie holy 
stream of the Ghelmn, called from its purity th^e Kiver of 
Paradise. Surrounded by the grandest motmtoins in tlic 
world, adorned willi rnognificent cataracts, und splendid 
trees; tempered dnnng the whole year witli genial siiowei’s; 
studded with violets, roses, nardwus, [leaches, apricots, 
and all the fruits and ilowerii of a temperate clinifj Cash- 
mere did indeed present the aspect of hlden, and was 
uuequollixl for loveliness throughout the world. 

The inhabitants were, from tlieir beauty, supposed to 
ht* of Divine origin, tt> wliom tbeir charming eomilty 
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firaisM ^ Ufe of g«k »I h«ppcii«l to vl,it 
C-^mere ^yg the Perakn poet, Railed’din. ’‘Il-you 
^ will Mtend 11] {pve a deBcriptiou of that coimtn-. I J^ve 
seen Irak and Indi!^ Khorassaii and Persia, ljut no place 
equ^ to Cashmere in beauty and excellence of climate 
the wliole year, fi-oni Cashmere to the borders of 
C athay, the lur, tempered by gentle ahowem, has aJ] tlic 
iiiildnciis of spriiig ; there are dowers and green herhaire 
piftiiig iind nmriing streams; palaces. cu|Xilas, and pnbhe 
^ buildmgg beau^l to view. On every side are rising 
gromida, crystal springs imd lofty trees, amid moimtains 
covered with nut trees, apple trws, and fig tre«. Festivitv 
^ pie,^iire peculiarly abound tliere. In mirtli and reveb-v 
Cashmeriana pass away tiieir time on silken cushions. 
Ihej all wear shawls, whether of illnjtiious birth or of 
the low^t ck^. How ehaU I dcscidbc the lovely dam- 
^Is of that country ? for, in my opinion, die vonne moon 
IS not eqiLal to them in beauty; with lii>a sweet as eutmr 
- in stature I^e the grecefirl pine, fregnmt ils jessamke,’ 
wliatever.sido yon look at tliose nymphs appear like the 
Hun or moon. A thousand secret snai'es, Uke the liuia of 
a chain are laid in the \vaving ringlets of those fair plnu- 
derei-P of hearts, >YheQ these lovely uymplis ioo^ their 
IJowmg tresses, a thousind captive liearts issue from tlio 
points of everj^ hair. There are iiinnmerable youths 
K imndsome ns JosepJi ; a tlionsaud rlamsels, with poutitio- 
hjis, fair us Zuleekha and chiuTmtig as the houris; tdJ 
fredi, 3 'ontig, and blooming,—nil in wveetueaa like sugar 
ctiiidy, sugar and milk.-' ^ 

Such was the fair land rif Cashmere to which Alah- 
moiid, in the year 10.13, bent his destructive steps. Ho 
L met with lit Lie opposition ; and after plundering tlie valley 
I its great wealth, converting its peaceful idolaters at 
1 the sword a point, and bearing away some of die fidrest of 
■ki houi-is, he returned to GhiW; but, ng might lie sup¬ 
posed, one glimpse of a region that so nearly answered 
^ the description of the paradise promised by tlieir pniphet, 


CHAP. 

Ill 








\ 




gg THB PRISCEfi OF lNDld\, 

could not Ratisfv tlie immortal longings of such true be- 
«- lievers as Malunoud and bis iiniry. Tvro years later be ^ 

Toir returned, and n^u ^vus this happy vaUey a piuy to a ^ 

fierce and avaricious stddiery. -n ■ 

Tlte lust of conquest increases with its gratification. 
Evciy csp^tion of Malitnoud was the prelude of an¬ 
other, and every succeeding conquest laid the foundation 
of more. The wealth he had seen at Delhi and Tan- 
nasiiu- had taught him that it w!^ in those central regions 
of Hindostau he must expect his most ample spoil, and ^ 
thither he determineJ to rtiturn, " 

After settling some difficulties “ with his northern 
neighbours, the.Hngs of Charisoi and Bi^khara, he win¬ 
tered hia army at Balkli, and in the year 1018, “ iih awn ^ 
ns tlie sun began to awaken the cliildrcn of spring," he 
marched at the head of 100,000 horse and 30,000 fool, 
raised in the countries of Turkestan and Kliorassan, for 
Canoujc, the renowned capital of Uindostan.^® 

A weary march of three long mouths through an un- ^ 
explored coimtiy, and the passage of vast mountains imd 
rapid rivers, separated him ftt>m his much-coveted prize. 

Ilis route lay through Peshawar and the southern ex¬ 
tremity of G^hmere; and, keeping close to the moun¬ 
tains, he entered Hludostan fiom the direction of Tliibet; 
but it was not till the beats of summer bcjgnn to parch 
the plains of Hinduetati that he reached Canouje.^^ ^ 
“Canouje, on the Ganges," says die Peraan historii^ 

“ w'as a city that raised its head to the skies, and that in 
strength and structure might safely be said to have no 
equal” Built 3 . 0 . 800, and tlie capital of India, in the 
time of Alexander, it had, for fifteen centuries, been 
the residence of the supreme Baja of the Hindoos. Its 
wnllii were said to bu lOO miles in cii-cumference, and its 
pQ-piiJ^tion may be estimated troni the fact, that 30,000 
vendors of betel, and 60,000 singers and tnusickna sup- 
, plied the masticating propeusities, and ministered to the 
pleasures of the countless miiltitudes of this the most ^ 
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populous City in India, 80,000 men in armour, 300,000 
► liotse, covered with “ paMiur," or quilted mail, 300,000 
:* infantiy, and of bowmen and battle-asnss 200,000, besides 
^ a cloud of elephaiil^ bcoiing wniTiore, known from ite 
size as the “ liUtne Host," bccuu^e in a march the van had 
reached its cauiping-giound e’er t!ie rear was in motion, 
composed the army^of the king of Canouje. 

So rapid wfis the march of Mahmoud, and so unex¬ 
pected the direction of his onslaught, tliat his fierce 
; horsemen w’cre already pillaging the suburbs of the 
capital before the fact of his invasion was actuallj realised 
by the Icrrified inhnhitants. The fierce mannera and 
warlike aspect of the hardy Afighaii and Tartar bands 
struck terror into the hearts of the enervated Inhabitants 
of the capital, who lied iu all direeLiona from their de¬ 
stroying sabres. 

Tile Maharaja of Canouje was Koira a prince of 
the Ilajpoot or warrior caste, w'ho, affecting the height of 
rcgiil yximp and splendour, was wanting in the dauntless 
chivalrj'^and unflinching devotion that dLstlngulshed the 
poorest of his noble race. No Sooner was an enormous 
ransom demniidcd, with llie alternative of instant and 
geneml [ilunder, than it wua immediately paid; and 
Korra completed his humiliation by embracing the Mn- 
homedau faith. Uut such conduct met with no sym- 
. l^thy from the princes of HindoBUm. Since tJie days of 
Erohmu no prince of Enjpoot descent had ever compro¬ 
mised his faith for life or po^esrions. Three years kitcr 
an alliance wasformetl amongst tlie neighbouring princes, 
and the craven Korra put to di^Ltl], with his whole 
fiuiiily. 

Three days only <lid Mahnioud remain in Canouje, ex¬ 
torting lire lioarded wealth and converting tlie pagan 
, m:»u1s of tcrriiied Hindoos, n'hen he turned his steps t<j 
Meerut, distimt about sixty miles, and aher a ahorp siege 
added its wealth to the plunder of the capItaL He then 
^ [marched loivortla Muttra, and wi route attacked Mavin, 
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ti atToiig tori on the bunks of the Jiiuitiit. \'^iiry ilifl'erent 
was the conduct of its pi-ince, Calchiuider^ to that of 
Xorra. Finding, after a gidlant defence, thnl liia c^iise was 
hopeless, hu slew his wife and cliildj-en sooner than allow 
them to fall into the hiuids of the enemy of his gods, and 
then killed Linisell! 

Muttra or JTtiLhiuii, the next object of Mahuioud'a 
iivaiicc, was aitunted on the Jumna, about eighteen miles 
from Agra, (Ml the road to Delhi: it was the veiy centre 
of that holy district, M-ithin which was tlie seat of what- 
ever was rafiiiecl in Hindooistn, and whose language waa 
the pmest dialect of India.’® It was the birthplace of 
Chrlsna, the eighth and most holy avatar of ViHlimi, and 
WHS at that time esteemed the most sacred city of Tudia; 
its vety name was abviiys repeated with reverential awe j 
and throughotit a circuit of one hundred miles the countiy 
was csteeaw'd holy. 

The god Clirifiiui wiis supposed to qieiid his leisiU'c awl 
take his divemion at Gokid, a snmll town and island in 
die Junum Iselow Mutlro, and to select Muttiji as the 
scene of his stonier acts. Tliis was the scene of his 
cliildisli fndics and of the pastoral avatar tliat made hiiii 
die darling god of the Hindoo women. Here were die 
Bticrod foixjsts of Yindra , where he dinported with Itudha, 
his favourite inistres-s, and her eight lieautiful lumdmoids; 
and here was first instituted the sacred dance of die Gopi, 
or nine mistresses oi Chrisna, that assembled die girls 
ctt the idol, .selected for their beauty fb:im tmiong all the 
dancing girls of HindosUm. 

Here,” says Mahtiioud in a letter to his ministei’a, 
** there are a thousand edifices as fkin a.s die fiiith of the 
fiiitLftil, mo^t of tliciii of iiiarbltj, besides iunumenible 
tuinples; nor is it likely |hat tins city has attained its pre¬ 
sent coiididon, but at the expense of niiiliona of diiiarsi. 
The treasures ol a kingdom esiiended yearly duriiig two 
centurids would not suftice to raise the thousand inm-hle 
IJolacea and die innumerable temples that here raise thch- 
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tuiretd to thu skies," Ii miiy lie tliat Miihiuoud exajj- chap. 

genUed the ma^ificence of hia eonriuest, in order tliiU iio 
ndght cluiiu greatei' merit for its complete destmctiou. lOlS. 
Ite tlial as it may, it is probable that, at tJiia porioil, 

Mititra Tvsis die rnoat eliiborately adorned city in liie East, 
Composed chiefly of' slirines and teiii]}lc?s, thronged with 
pilgrims and dancing girls, and defended by priftsts, this 
holy city fell an easy prey to the eoncjueronj, Xeitlier 
Clirisna nor his worshippers fotmd any mercy at the 
hands of these ruthless fanatics; the most sacred sluancs 
and most holy temples were wantonly pHInged and des¬ 
troyed. All, priests, pilgiima and Bayailcrca, were biirlja- 
ronsly slaughteretl, and for twenty days tliia city of temples 
ivas‘given over to the lust and crtielty of nortliem 
butchers. 

But fierce mid ruthless as wiv; the conquest of Mahmoud, 
there was mucli that even he could not destroy, ibmy 
of the stnictures, cemented and hardened by a thousand 
yeaty, reaiatct.! even his attempts at destmetion. MucIj 
reimimejJ after he was gone ; and no .sooner Imd the hist 
Modem soldier dei>arted, than the worship of jGhrisna: was 
recommenced with all its larish splendour. New atul 
more elaborate temples rose on the ruins of the old j fresh 
troops of .diftven Bralmiijis mini-Htumd at tlie ehrines of 
new and more costly idols; devoteea from the utmost 
limitii of India crowded to regild iviili their wealth the 
mutilatefi shrine#* of their darling god ; and the girls of 
the idol once tuore established their claim to tJie palm of 
beauty anti grace. 

The wealtli acquired b 3 ' Mahmoud on this occasion was 
immense; and the five great idols of pure gold, witli eyes 
of rubies imd ornaments of priocless gems, with anotJier 
of massi ve gold, weighing rntwe thnn half a ton, adorned 
with n .sapphire weighing sis pounds'’^*, long served a.s the 
inspiriting theme of psist triumph and the incitement to 
I'uture conquest. Laden with spoils and crowned with • 

. victory, the return of Mahmoud tvaa naturally slow’ 
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and tediom; but when at longtli he did reach \m mnun* 
tain home, he paraded before liis sifltx^nisbed subjects the 
wealth of India, borne by 350 elepJiants and followed by 
50,000 captives, jlnd some diiys later, holding liigh fes¬ 
tival on the plains^that spread below his rockj’^ capital, he 
seated himself on a throne of massive gold, and siirroutidei:! 
by his courtiers on others of silver, he exhibited, on tables 
of grdd and silver, jewels and precious work and embroi¬ 
dery. such as it had never entered into their hearts to 

V ^ 

conceive, and distributed to the Tnetineat present some 
portion of the glittering spoil of Tnd,—no wonder that 
eager champions of Islam started up on till sides, and 
begged to be led again, and at once, into the golden land 
of the accnr^ieii idolaterii i 

Tlie private spoil quite equalled that of the Sultan liim- 
self Slaves were selling at 4^. ahead; and as if by the 
stroke of a iiuigiciaa''& wand, the needy population of Oliizni 
becunie one of the most wealthy and luxurious in the 
!East Few cities have ever exceeded the wealtli and 
splendour of Ghizni at this period of her llistor)^ The 
accumulated plunder of eight eexpeditions, and the treasure 
of llie richest shrines und cities in the world were devoted 
to embellishing this Alpine capibil: built on a rock 
nearly 30b feet above the surrounding plains, bounded by 
distant mountains, aud crowned Avith a profusion of buUd' 
ings, whose delicute tracery exhibited the pei-fection of 
SamcGnic design, little imagination is requii^ to realise 
in Ghizni the AcroiJoIis of Qie East. A^othing could ex¬ 
ceed the lai'ish magni licence t»l' Midimoud, directed by hJa 
enlightened vizien«, Abul Abbuss and Alimed Meimandi, 
bith Persians. Tdostpios, baziiars. and aqueducts sprung 
up in all directions; and nhilst his subjeefc*, eager to 
emulate the prodigality of their sovereign, vied with each 
other in the splendour of their puhu'es and the beauty of 
their gardens, lie himself wooefl bigli heaven ivith the 
“Celestial TIride,’’ the most costly temple yet mised in 
Asia to the memory of the Great Prophet of Islam. 
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Tho love of poetry and the admimtiou of tlie fine arts chap. 

that distJnguisbed many of tho Ettstem princes, were not _ 

wanting in the character of ^liiiiuioud. Ills capital was tho W- 
resort of all tliat was great nii|d learned, in the East The tuii- 
veraity was crowded with students from all parts of Asia, 
and 9000/- sterling was set osido for £lie reward of the 
poets and men of letters who thronged his court, and 
found the patronage denied them in less favoured 
Lands. Eut iiotw’illisttkudiug his general liberality to men 
of letters, his name U usually connected with ati act 
of parsimony, in which he moat worthily received the 
severe diostisemeMt the t>eiJ has so often indicted on the 
swonl. 

Having pereuaded Firdousi, a celebrated poet of Persia, 
to undeitake the completion of the Shaw Namma, or 
annals of the kings of Feisia, a noble poem, already oom- 
meticed by Assidi Tooai, a |KKi t of great fume in Khornssoii, 
he promised him a gold mohur (2ds.) for eveiy couplet 
he could write in praise of the ancient kings of tliat race. 

Thus ui^ed, he ^vrotc 30,000 couplets iu rhyme; but the 
monarch, instead of giving him 60,000 gold inohurs 
(84,000/.), accorcling to agreement, offered him 60,000 
rupees, or (JOOOi, as sufftcient reward for a work performed 
with so much ea.se and. exjiedition. This sum the poet 
indignantly refusetl; and retiring to hia chiset, penned a 
most bitter satire'* of the avaricious monarch, and having 
sent it to him as an aniustug tale, fled secretly, and took 
refuge v\ith the Caliph of Bagdad, who protected liim 
from the menacing threats of Iiis sovereign, 

hbilimoud^s availcc even led him to the commission of 
acts more tyrannical than breaking faith with an exacting 
poet. Hearing that a citizen of Ghmni was poseased of 
much wealth, he ordered him to his presence, and re¬ 
proached him for being an idolater and apostate from the 
iiiith. 0 king," said the accused, “ I am no apostate, 
but I have much wealth ; take it, therefore, but do not , 
act witli injustice by robbing me of my money and good 
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BOOK nuine.” Ennigcd at liis insolonoc, the king piiuklied liioj, ' 
Olid conJji*oal:G(l hia gooda. ^ 

1018, liiij, apart from, his betfotting aid of avaxici?, Malimoiid ^ 
was foad of jiiatice, and the following w-ell-known ftneo- 
dote proves that lie svaa even capable of tnagtiaaitnity, 
wortJiy of Brums *atid the days of republican Borne. On 
one occuision a poor subject appeared before him to com¬ 
plain, that hii\-ing the midfortude to bo possessed of a 
himdsome wife, his domestic felicily was constantly de^ 
stroyed by the vbiits of an omrah of high rank, who, 
attended hy boisterous companions, turned liiin out of liid ^ 
Jiouse, beat him with stripes, and rendered his life an 3 '- 
thing but comfortable, Having heard his story, Maliinoud 
dcsnretl him to inform liim the first time he was similarly ^ 
maltreated. Three or four nights afterwards the visit was 
repeated; and the pooj' nuin went tfj the palace, as com- 
m onded, to lay the information before tl le king. A1 1 hough 
Malimoud was in the harem, he immediately arose, and 
seizing a sword, accompanied the petitioner to life house. - 
Wlien he arrivei he commanded the lights to be put oub 
and entering nbno, slew the intruder with his own Iiand. 

He immediately onlered tlie lights to be stnick, and 
caruostl^' examined the face of the deceased, after which, 
saving his prayeis, he called for jiefresliuienL The man 
being very poor, could give Iiiiu nothing but .some barley ' 
bread and date wine ; but hiiving partaken plcntilully, he ^ 
retir^ to hfe palace. TVlieu questioned about hfe conduct, 
he said that he had ordered the lights to be put otit, be¬ 
cause he believed that none but hia ow'n sons would daii? 
commit so open on outrage, and he feared, lest the siglit 
of one he loved so much should slay the hand of jus¬ 
tice. His prayers were to i^tum thanks for Laving been 
•spared the blixx! of his owm son i but so painful hud 
been life anxiety that for three days he bad taken no 
water. 

, Although natmu had given Mahmoud a frame vigorous 
and enduring beyond hfe fellows, so that few in hfe artnv 
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could wield bly mace nr hurl ills ‘jpear, slie bad foiled to 
eudow him ui-idi tlie IjeaiUy of person tlmt ia all ages 
has been valued bymaiikhuL “I hove repolishcd my 
glaas^” eoid he sadly to Ida vizier, “oud Imvlng looked in 
it I eee bo m^y faults in niy face tliat I easily overlook 
those of otliera, Tlie face of a king sUoidd brighten the 
<^’is of all lieholders; whilst mine appears the picture of 
misfortune.” It Ls not one iri ten thousand repUed 
the vizier, with eastern obBequioiisness, “ who secs your 
counteunnee' hut your virtues are diHused over all.” 

Of the private life of JMahnioud Utile is kiioivn. His 
favourite wife wns lltiramnour, the daughter of his trea¬ 
cherous foe Elek, the Uzbek king of Caslignr, culled from 
her Ijeauty and dignity Mihir S5fhighil, the sun of beau¬ 
ties ^ but all powerful as we know ti»e fiur Uzbek to have 
been at tlie court of Ghizni^, it is probable his domestic 
felicity was not altogether uiiitilHed. It appears the 
inconstant warrior availed hims elf of the liberal ordi¬ 
nances of hw creed to solace Ids leisure with other charms 
than those of the fair Uariuunour; and that even the for¬ 
bidden juice of the grapes was not altogether unknown 
to this othenvisc strict Ihliowfir of the wine-hating 
Pixiphet, 

(Jn one oeaision, when in Ids cups, he cut off the 
tresses of liis best-beloved mistress, and when sobered 
^vas natnndly mudi thstressef] at Ills oouducL He re¬ 
fused to be comforted ; and so terrible >vas his ^vnith, that 
none dare appmiichor address him. At length Ihikim Ali 
Uiiseri, the leading philopsopher and poet of Ghizid, ad¬ 
dressed him in the following couplet: “ On thui happy day, 
when the tresses of your beloved ore cut off, wind pWc is 
'there for grief? let it rntlier lie crowned with miilh and 
wine, h)r tlie taper form of the cypress is best seen from 
the piojuing of its branches." So pleasei] was the Sultan 
^vith tliis courtly simile that he iiuiuediately recovered 
his equanimity, and ordered the poet’s mouth to be 
three times filled witli jewels. Whether the beauty of 
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HOOK the Bimilc dso consoled tbe fab* ono for tlic loss of lier 
^ locks, and Uiat, in cojisequcace, tonsure du cj^jre came 
1018 , mto fiishion in the liareeni of Mnlunoud, we are not told; 
but it illustrates the Eastern uduge, Wlicn the tuuukcy 
rci^s, dance liefore liiiu " imd we see the utter impossi¬ 
bility of procuring iuipartial history from obsequious 
CDurders, who can always see the sun at midnight, if it is 
their patron’s wish they should do so. 


NOTES TO CHAt*TEU III. 

^ Unlu, ill llmd{vt:ia(.v, it cflznpaied of AiuLifj Por^iun, TurtaT, mid 
B(U£H.Tit ’A'onLft, Ljad tcm cseetidaHj ’the langpiJigti of cfcUnpfL 

® Ono duj liD nDcroedifd in riding down a fitTnip and TVAS OiMiVi 5 jji]g 
ikvay hifl priiLs ^hp.n DWrtL’d; the dfljij folio wing kh htjrw^ aod ahowiDg 
ovidml mikrkB of distreM 3 hs waa touebod wiik rrrni|MiB8k>Qp And nrleAi^^ 
hli capti™^ plpMTig LLniBfil/ ’wi th the gmtitudo of th^ motJii«r. XhAtni^ht 
tho I'Tophot AppsumHi to him m a drcomi^ inM him God bod gi™ him n 
kingdom as a reword far bie hiimajiity, and onjcdtiHl hhii lu foiget 
hifl fcHlifig* nf mercy wfam ho fiAiuo to the ^Kercian of power. 

■ A4I- 077* Hw WM oppiMMi b_v on sUied Aony of Hajpn€»tAp undtr Ihu 
Kajis of PuujAub^ Ib>[hi, Ciinnuji?, and KoUngiu' \ the cotohdEmto Dimy 
being gomrmindKdhj JAipfd* chief of Phinjaub, 

• At the haLtle of Lidglmnip. " the evea of Fleavim wm oWiiicd At 
Beo-tng hifl * 

^ ^Vlp Ajfthm, the lionp HaujoDuiA Diogmes, ths 

captive tuatiAmhof CoflatflntinoplPj be Anked linn wlmt treAtniimt bo ex- 
pcL'tod to rw^iTfiP « If yon are truul/’ gaid Komnnna, ’wTU tJika 

mj lilii; if yolf ilHtota pride j you will dLtvo me ut your chariot wbeflla'j 
if you conaidt your in tererfp you will tikd a nm^m md restore me to my 
cnuutiy, ^ And wbat,^ esad Alp Andoiip ** would have Wen. TOtir uwq belm- 
riouTr bad forlunii gnillod on jour arrofl llad 1 TiknquiflhEd^*^ sbid ha 
ioreely, 1 wmild bave inHictod on tby body irninj ateip^s.’^ 

^ It ifl i^hited that baring at cost (treated n magmiceut gAinlim 
ttPflT tbe eitj nf Gbizuip he mritod Ma ^thfir to Tieit expeetld^r uji. 
tiiTAlly libemJ applauses inatwid boWorer of pmhimg it, tbe liLing^ Bait! 
ho eateemed whole thing a limhiep which any one could niiee with 
weiklib; that it woa not the LiiHinasa of a prince to elegant oardimg 
and coiitly LuU^ngs, hut ihe ondjing Btructiire nf fame wMcli luighi ftand 
fcir fiTur, to Iw unitiiied bui; hdtct eaiuUal liTfuttui tr 

» AJJ. 007. 

* Al Koreii bMuii “the book/' nt ■' tii&tTrhich ihoiildbE ttwl.'* 
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^ I£c>ranp cLiijaft* t, tiIL sxirii. and xliiii 

** Tlit]^ cnme 1 tliEiir k£iEh3er& green thvj wnvt. 

Anil TToicaEUC^ with a Irifli this hnvJR^ 

^Iko faiU In 'gniuaL a Ouuniri 

Ib wnHhJest at inmiO'iriiil bower/' 

No Jemit e'«r took in luind 
Tn plant A chimJi on harrea Imiilp 
Nor evtiP 1_Lt>i%bt it wnrtli tlio wbllA 
A iS^ode Or Ru^ifi to reoonoiJo j; 

For where there is no ataro of wealth 
SouLi BTC not -mjrth the ebnige of hnaJlh. 

I^pain In Amejnea, hjid two deaigna^ 

To sell thuir fpjfpeia for their ininHa; 

For, had ilia ktexioin "been poury 
No Spanliirnl twisss hiwl landoJ on their ihon. 

« MilJ eotiTieljfLjiM.'ta the hiitarioal nmjimta of the early wed th of lodln ■ 
but when heaHerti that wm not tlH the time nf ^Lkhaq- that gold or 
aOTpr wTua ■coined fm eircitlatioa in the priticrpnl partB of Indiap RuteoMdentlj 
to that period fluiaH pideoa of copper beings the only coinj"^ he allnn^ hia 
Uliidijo-phnbin to carry him loo far, WheuiMS eflmo dl the gold Unit dive 
iinJ lliLitlnga found }' the wealth tlmt h££ ennohed hfiJf the up|H>T jTiiddlin^f 
olaaiiefl of Enghmd f The north-ern canqueTorB of lodui did not plant the 
hkmed pagntJu trw—they came to icoli It E 

In thfa golden toui^b wa^ the elBgy of n mnnsrtort ended Matte^ hefoM 
whom thoiisandB fiom uH porta uf lodiii trwid to woiBhip+ und whose fury 
wnq pmpiUated hy a wnall coUop cut ftom the tongne j which^ atnuige tn 
like Imnda^ taila, grew agnin in thaed daya [ 

* * ZuleeliW ia the name for the firnii wife of Potiphar. The Bible 

omita oil aJIuaioD tn bar heautT- 

“ Ufounted on n white eltipbont^ he defeated the Tartan under rL?<kKliiin ; 
the batUa w&a fought four laaguea from BdUi. lILi elephant a^iized Ilek 
Khun^ Iet? hiin from bin luoraep oiid lum f. Idm into the air.^ 

(hi thia occaaion his n^^ular onny lucreaaod hy 20,000 TolnatecKp 
colling thaMBLdvea ^‘cnipthlerB,.'''' 

CanoujB^ from CllLJji, apine^ and Kauya, vligirL 
It ta uqcertiiLD whether this was the uama of the indiiidnol aoveraignp or 
of the dynasty. 

Tho diatnet wnn colled ¥rijp and Lho dklont tha Vnj-haaha- 
The real Imn^ of Clmana wna suml to kiiTo escaped Mahmoud i nnd to 
tuTP been takini to Not'hdwarm^ twenty-trv^o niDes from ( JodipcKiTp on the 
hanks af Ihu iiunjiB; dnTmg the reign of Aurttngteli^ when thu jnqctitr of 
the Vrij wna again violatod, it wifl condeteted to the war hj Jey Sln^* 
who cousBcratod to Ihal aendee tho lipods uf lCM>jOOO llajpgot?. 

** Ruby taken at ^rnnauth wcighfid minlinlT or (llh. Sot; aapphlzo 
at Muttra, weighed 400 mlakal. The mauad on tie Eombfiy aidu vjiriea 
from ^Ib, to 40lb. avoiiiupnla 2 in either ease ttua ttoOiiuici k mcfodible# 

In hiaB&llra hii myrn^ laveti cod ptoduM nothing hut a i^enj ^ 
aUuding' to his birth ae the son of thu bIutc of the j^amanian eoreniigti; the 
lieutenant of the Caliph- 
“ Sdo D'Uqrb^ot, art MdjnettdiH 
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A.p. 1024, 

THE TTTKlHrm AKD I^fTT EXrin>ITIO&f 01 ' UaUUDUD. - HE ^RHTVES Alt 

AXnOlpH'AIlllA THE CAPITAL OF OTTZLHAT. - THE ILUd^ll’lCEaiCE OF TlfE 

CITT. - THE JHPOIIT.UICE OF TEE QQB SOMA,-TlfE ZrPLt^fDOEJt OP 1115 

TEMl'LE. - THE EJJTJiysLiSriC PEFESCE OF fSHSIK AUTII, “ THE l^EFEAT 

AKP FUaHT 07 THE IPOLATEitS* — Tift IlUfEJfEE fiTQIL OO^AIKEU IN 
THE IDOL.-THE TATE 07 DAL^COIPII U, 

BOOK Al Kadik BiLLA^tbe Caliph now mgnlng at Bagilatl, woa 
^ - hut a ahajijw of tho proud BOTereigtis of the race of 

He4. Abbass, who, 200 years before, rtiTaged the East, and 
encouraged science. His empire was conhned to hla 
capital and its immediate vicinity^ and the sonc^ty of his 
lineage and the lip-serncu of surrouuding princes was all 
that retnained to him of the might of his aucostois. So 
fallen was he that when Molimoud ‘wrote to him, saying 
that ** the greatest part of the kiiigdotn of Khorossau was 
already under his jurisdiction, and lie hoped he would 
desire his governors to give up the rcmaiiider,'’ he had no 
resource but to submit 

To this shadow of sovereign power Holinioinl still paid 
a uominal subjection, and although he assumed the title 
of Sultan \ Kmg of Kings, to proclaim to the world that 
he hud no rival, he, at the saute time, with n humility that 
savoum strongly of pride, sent a ** writing of tictoty” to 
the Caliph, and was content lo receive in return a doubtful 
title of honour, redecting on the lowiicjea of his birth.® 

• For three years ALahmoiid rested from the lalmrs of 
conrjnest, founding w'orks of public utility, and atUling to 
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tlie weiJtli aaJ liLsmy of his capital; liia victories, cde- chap. 
^ brated iti ihe heroic strahw of the leading miiiatrels of 

lAsla, and hia fneruMilp courted by'embaasiea from all tlic it'ii. 
^ngdouis of the East. But his was not u nature to find 
lengthened enjoyment in f-jileudid and luxurious case; a 
ruthless spirit of enterprise, institiuble avarice, ill concealed 
under the mask of devotion, and the alluring prospect of 
easy victory, imixdied him again to march towards the 
land of the Hindoo. Hapitl ns liai) Imeti his late conquests 
in HJudostan, and miinreUous ns was the treasure he had 
accumulated, there was yet tmother region that promised 
victory as easy, and results even more surprLsitig than any 
i yet realised- 

> Nearly a century before the expeditions of Mahmoud 
mode known to the Eastenr world the vast treasures of 
liindoatuti, the aocounts of Arabian merchants and voy¬ 
ager* had sprejid abroad startling accounts of the power 
imd glory of the kingdom of GuiKCrfit, the inagnificeuee of 
_ its capital, Anhulwiirra, and the fabulous wealth of the 
famed riirine of Soma, “ the Lord of the Moon.” 

Diu*ing*Mahtiioud’s repeated Invasious the trnlL of these 
reports was fully confirmed, and haring uoiv, wdlh coni- 
p^tive ease, ovenam imd despoiled two of the great 
kingdoms cff Hindo^tan, be detemiined to undertake the 
” conquest of the third and most wealthy, 

Uils, the twelfth and last expedition of Mahmoud, must 
be considered one of the liardlcst on record. Pew but 
this da undess warrior would Luve dared the numerous 
(langcm that threatened an advance through a country 
leeming with fierce and implacable foes, rendered terrible 
by the tmknowu dangers of the deserts of jram-ar, the 
femed “ region of deaili," to attack a sovei'eign whose 
stecl-chu.1 Jiorsemen and chain-bearing elephants were 
^ famed to the utmost limits of LkIIu, and who could bring 
into the field troops as nnmeroufl as those that folioweil 
Xerxes to Europe. , 

At the conclusion of the rainy season of a.T>- 1024, 
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book Mjiliinoml, at tho lieacl of 80,000 diosen lionac, (Icatiended 

_from the mouutaiti:? of Oliusui, and marnlitd to the city of 

10^4* Moultaa, on the Indus ; here lie supplied his troops T^ith 
several days* provisions and provender for the horses; find 
lijading 20,000 eauicls with necessaries for die array, he 
advanced through the vast deserts that flunh: tiie Rajpoot 
states to the capital of Ajmere. His first enterjirise was 
only partjall}^ saoce^sftd: he took and ihistroyed the city 
of Ajmei'e, but was unuble to overooine the citadel; and, 
after repeated, assaults, he was forced to leave it to its 
brave defenders. He now advanced through the arid 
legion of llanvar, where his whole army nerndy perisJie<l 
for want of water; but at lengtJi, after limdshipii til at 
would have dauuleil a inlad lass eonstant, he arrived in 
sight of Auliulwarra I’uttun, tlie tiir-famed capital of 
GnzeraL 

Adliulwarra’, the capital of Gusierat, Ei tuated at an equal 
distance between Cutch mid Cambay, w'ub the Tyre of 
Lidia. It was a city of universal commerce, into which 
the trade of eighty-four polls continually doweil. Its 
pupuktiou was, countleas, and ila plenty expl^^iSL‘d hy a 
proverb, “ ^knhdWaim," says the Arabian historian, is a 
sea of men, where, if you ask for water they give you 
iniJk."^ Her king was the most illustrious prince in 
India, and thiitj'-two powerful rajas wlio mlcd independ¬ 
ently in their own kingdoms, acknowledged Ids supremacy. 
He w'as of the Jain or Huddlikt faith, to wliom tiie in¬ 
junction, fi'oiii the smallest insect to nmn thou shidt not 
kil],fwas the first and greutest comniandmciit; and in 
the eimmeration of hia possessions we llud tlie names of 
eighteen proviiicea, and “ fourteen iu which no animal 
hfe was taken." 

Tlie city was fifteen miles in circuit, and was mlonied 
with numberless temples and colleges, palaces and public 
buildings, eighfy-four squares, aud a like uimiber of mar- 
, ke^placcii, shaded with tlie palmyia, the rose, the apple, 
the sandal-wood, the mangoe, and every kind of varie^ited 
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creeper, slieltored md sepamted tlie dealeiB in launplior, chaf. 
odiS, fruits, iind metais, wlio supplied tlie wanta of the 
!;_ v eighteen cuates that thronged its streela. Native gold " ir)2ir 
cnriclied the kingdom ; whilst the subject iflland of Cejlou, 
the knd of i>earls and precious stones, added ita pricelesa 
products to the general weidth.® 

Malimoud iiccupknl this cAty without any difficulty, and 
so clnu-med was he with the profusion and novelty that 
there greeted liis avaricious gaze, that a second time he 
determined to desert Ghizui, luid, ruling his other pro- 
Vinces by deputy, to Qjl his scat of empire in Guzerat; and 
it iv-as only the em nest representations of Ids courtiers, that 
it woulfi be impossible to maintain u capital so far removed 

- from hk mvn kingdom, that induced him to abandon ids 
design, ihihmoud had not the genertMity to spare what he 
could not enjoy ; he destroyed many of the piibHc buddinga 
of Anil id warm; but in leas than fifteen years it hSl 
entirely recovered its wonted splendour; and when, 200 

- yeiirs later, Aik the Sangidnaij Ie^'elJed the walls, buried 
the greater part of the templet under their fuuiuhitiona, 
razed die induces, and as a lost token of ^iqueat [doughed 
up the ground on which they stood ^th asaes, Komar- 
pal, “ the pLUar of the Jain faith,” was still one of the 
greatest soveneigiiH hi India, ami reigned supreme over 
tlnrty-iwo provinces. 

, It was not, iiowever, merely to sack Anhulwarra, ricli 
as it was, and to dethrone her kings, tlint Akbrii^ had 
dared the daiigcra of ifarwar, and the legions of Guzerat ^ 
there tvas yet anotiier magnet, more iwjwerM still, that 
had attnieted hia grasping spirit, and which promised in¬ 
estimable treasurea to him who iiad tlie eourage to seize 
them. At the exti'enic point of the i>eninsuk of Guzerat, 
now known as die island of Die, l&O miles frtjm Anhul- 
i wnvra, was situated Puttuji Somnauth orDeva Puttnn, the 
} city of the god, tlie most holy of all the cities of India; 

no spot in the world enlisted the veneration of so many 
^ milJioiis of the human race, ns Deva Puttun, the DwcUin" 
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of tlifl Ifcity.” Blgrime from tlie moat distft 111 parts oi‘ Asia * 

throngod this holy i^pot, uml scarcely a caste in India buL m 

looked to SoniuttUth as tho most hallowLd almne of its 
faith. 

Sonmiiuth possessed three distinct claims on the devotion 
and credulity of \he Eiistem Tvorld.® On this sihjI for 
forty centmies had stood tlie temple of ?oma, the Hindoo 
Pluto, the incaroation of tlie mysterious doctrine of 
' metempsychosis, that, venerable in the days of pagan 
mythology, still supplies die sole conceptiou of a future ^ 
state to one hull' of the whole human race. Here in all ^ 
ito gorgeous spleudour still Hourished the ancient worship 
of the magi; and here too was the UolieHt of lioliee, 
where Chrisna, the shepherd god, the Hindoo Apollo, * 
resignetl his life to the luckless arrow of a hunter.^ 

Hither, from the extreme confines of Btilkh and Persia, 
the fire-worehippera tlireided their weary way to pay 
tlieir mystic adoration to the rising and the setting sun. 
Whikt from the most distant regions of the Carnatic and 
Bengal, troops of Hindoo pilgrims flocked to pake obhi- 
lations under the peepid tree, where tlteir befoved god 
captivated the shepherdesses with his pipe., or to bathe 
in the door of bliss,” the sacred pool that M'ashed his 
hsd lowed limbs; ® and here in the gorgeous temple of 
his god did the gende votary of the Jain finih, as he 
carefully brushed the groiuid on which he was going to 
dt, breathe the humble prayer that as 1 extend my 
\ mercy even to the ants so may thy mercy descend on 
me.” 

The enthusiasm of millions of credulous pilgrims had 
not failed to spread abroad exaggerateil accounts of tlve 
liches of their most |)OpuIar shriues ; end the description 
of the sisty-slx columns of massive gold studded witli 
rubies and precious stones tliat ndom^ die great hall of 
the temple of Soma \ of the chain of pure gold weigliing 
120b pounds, which, extending from the summit of the 
principal temple to the base, supported the massive beU 
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tliat dtimmoncd the pilgriins to prayer; of the of chap. 

diamonds atiJ the Imridrotlweiglila of pearls that loaded 
its coffers, were not loat upon men whose profession was 
one of pmktoty warfare. The report that on its impious 
altars one of the faithful was daily sacrificed, to tlie idol, 
and the haughty bemt of the priests, that though the 
other temples of Hindostan had been deserted by the 
gods for their escessire wickedness, tliis holy shrine was 
still under the especial protection of Soma, w]io with one 
blast of his mouth oonld eatonniiiate the impiotts foUowcrs 
of Maliotttcd, added the stings of insult and the duty 
of revenge to the [lowerful promptinga of avarice. 

The god Soma possessed tlie absolute disposal of the 
souls ol all who were destined at any period to share 
the pumdise of Brahma; he wad the deity Tvho regulated 
the successive tninsmigrations by whicli they were puri’ ' 
fiod ; and although he could not, like Pluto, cut short ^ 
or lengthen the diread of human existence, be could 
make the transition state one of exquisite bliss or incon¬ 
ceivable jrpe. 

A god w'^ho could bless tlic disembodied souls of cre¬ 
dulous votaries with the sacred form of an alligator or a 
snake, or curse them with the despised form of a woman 
or a dog**, would naturally be a deity of great import¬ 
ance to all who'lielieved in him. Every Hindoo wished 
to stand well with the gr^t god of Somnauth ; and it cun 
bo no matter of surprise that his temple was the most 
splendid, and his ministeiiug BrjJmiins the most pam¬ 
pered of all the priestly castes in India. 

The Ganges, represented by a female doily, is much 
worshipped by tlie Hindoos, It is believed that it haa 
its source in ht 2 iiven, and that its waters finally return 
thither, after puriiyiiig the souls of men upon earth. 

Tins holy water, brought a distance of 1200 miles, was 
alone considered worthy to be employed in the daily ab¬ 
lutions of the great gsd of Soma. 2000 Brahmins 
served constantly at his shrine; whilst 500 dancing girls, 

issas 
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ruiiiftrkable either for diGir beauty or thejr mrik and 
300 barburSf inluifiteriGd to the wanta tinfl solaced the 
leisure of these holy meu. 2000 uTllageSt w^itli their 
rev'euiics and resources, ■were allotted l>j' the surrounding 
rajas for the sole support of these vast establishments; 
and it ’was no uncommon event for h 0,000 pilgrims, from 
all parts of India, to be assembled at ouu time at the 
shiine of this pojmlar idoL 

The sacred portion of the city of Somnavitli was one 
mile and three qnartCRj round, and "W'as defended bv walls 
from twenty-five to thirty feet high, and about ^Kteen 
thick, faced \nth masonry, and surrounded by a deep 
fosse that was wet 'or dry at pltaisiire. For a leiigtliencd 
peiiixi the Hindoo garrison, animated by the exhortations * 
of their priests, trusting in the omnipotence of tlveir 
gods, and assisted by tJte lories of the ne^hbouring 
Hindoo princes, successiifully defended this holy spot 
against the scotling soldiers of the Prophet; but at*length 
northern vigoiu- prevailed; and the Alk-il- A i [n of lire fierce - 
Moslem dromicd the Ram-Ram of the fanatical JlindDoa. 

The foUo^vdng is the account of the last and successful 
attack : “ It wns the Jooma-rat, the Sunday of Islam. In 
the dead of the night the green standard of tiie Propliet 
was unfurled, and entrusted to a clioseji band, led by two 
brothers, Jaflier and Mozufllu". Tliey reached ihe gate 
almost Unobserved. A huge elephant, whose mighty i 
head generally sen ed in ancient days in lieu of a peUird, 
flinched from the projecting spikes, and a camel was 
placed as a * fender' to save the pioneer’s head. The 
elephant gave a ti-emeiidous charge, the gates were burst 
open (and so probably was the camel), and the soldiers of 
the Prophet forced their way into the holy city. 

Notwithstanding ah his efforts, Maliraoud could not 
reach the shrine of Soma that night The Huidooe, now 
reduced to despair, fought to the death. The Mussul¬ 
mans could not penetrate beyond the outwork, and the 
haughty riolalorg of Muttra and Catiouje were on the 
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poiiiL of being defeated l>y an entJmi^iastic army of priests chap. 
^ and pilgrims; but Mahmoud, now grown gi'ey in conquest, - 

Was equal to the occasion. Perceiving his troops vraveriiig 
in every direction, he sprang from his ho'iae, and falling 
on liifl knees in the face of the whole army, prayed to 
the god of Mahomed to deliver the fanatical idolutenj 
into his hands. A life of battle had taught Iiim that 
prayer without action nvaded little. He knew as well as 
the Homan traitor of old that without example “ a cap* 
y taiu’s orutioQs will never make a coward a brave man.’* 
Addressing hri nobles, ho told them that victory'or n 
i cmwn of maityndoiu was liis choice, and taking Ids 
!_ favourite general by the hand, he called upon them jdl 
to follow him in a charge tliat should secure one or the 
other of these glorious coni^ummations. One more chtnge 
was made; the idointem were driven from their walls, 

. and a panic ensiling they took to their boats, and left 
their idols and tlieir shrines to the fury of the conquerors. 

Once in possession of the city, no time was lost in 
securing eo dear bough t a prize. Pressing forward lluough 
streets encumbered with dead and flying pilgrims, the 
conqueror made his way to the renowned temple, whose 
fame had dranii Him 2000 miles, and supported his 
- courage tlirough dnngera and trials that few conquerors 
have overcome.** 

Standing on a projecting rock, watered by the bound¬ 
less ocean, its golden spire h.ailed as a beacou friim afar 
by stonn-tossed mariners and pilgrims, nothing cotdd 
exceed the beauty of the site hallowed by tliis favoured 
temple. Hut it was not tUl he crossed the threshold, and 
his eager soldiery penetrated to the innermost shrines of 
the god, that he could estimate the full value of his 
prizes 

^ The heart of a conqueror less fierce and relentless than 
Mahmoud might have experienced some feehnga of awe 
i^when in a lof^ hall inlaid with precious stones, the roof ■* 

I is supported by columns of massive gold, and lighted by one i 
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Limp that reficctcd from iiiustinmblc jewels a mysterious 
light oil diOiisacLds of gold iiud sUrer images, his eyes first 
fell on tlie great idol of Bonmauth. 

It reqiiireii more than ortlinaiy fanaticism to nen-e the 
hand that with one blow should clesti'Oy the cherished 
emblem of woraliip, that had for. four thousand years 
been hallowed by the prayers and prostrations of half the 
world t to hew, hJp and tlngh, the devoted priesthood, ivho 
now at the cc«t of their lives sought to prevent pollution 
to the cherished object of thoir faithd^ 

To Mahmoud, however, it presented nothing but the 
qiDibol of a despised creed, which it was his mission to 
destroy. The suiiematni'al endowments that sauctified it 
in the eyes of two hundred uiilhons of ITindoue, merely 
caused it to stink tlie more in the nosLiil of every true 
believer.*'* 

The Erahmius offiirecl ten tniUions sterling to save their 
god from destruction ; but Mahmoud scoIfL'd at their lamen¬ 
tations, and swore by the Koran tliftt not tor the wealth of " 
ten thousand Somos would he appear to poat^ly as a 
merchniit of idols. 

The shrine and priesthood of an abhorred faith were at 
his feet, and both met the fate reserved for all enemies of 
the Prophet, Amidst tlie groans and supplications of au 
agonised multitude, Mahmoud gave orders to brenk in 
pieces thmr graven images; and mising the dreaded mace, 
which few but the raouateh himself could wield in l^attle, 
he set tlie example in true iconoclastic style by striking 
olT the nose ot the helpless Soma, So excellent an example 
was not neglected by his soldiers; and in a very short 
time the destruction of the god wsia complete. Tho true 
object of ihe releutlesB zeal of Afahmoud, and die costly 
supplications of the priests, was now exposed. The idol 
was hollow, and filled with the accumulated treasures of 
forty centuries of votive idolatry. All the wealth hitherto 
ac(]uired by the oonqneror was os nothing compared with 
that now yielded by the prohfic god. Piles of dianionda 
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and snpphine.si, a ruby weighing upwards of 6 tlwu- 
sfljicis of pounds weight of puj^ gold und precious stoiies 
^’ere, to die dismay of the crest-fallen pnests, brought to 
fight by tlie triuiuphani soldiers. 

The treasm-es eitracted from this famed sanctuaiy alone 
are said to ha\’e amounted to nine millions sterling ; the 
greatest sum ever yielded by the eredality of man to the 
av'arice of ]>] 

If Mahmoud imitated Cambysea in iiimself strikim' 
doiim the abhorred emblem of a hostile creed, he was not 
less ruthless towards the shrines and their priests. He 
utterly destroyed this Deiphos of the East j not one stone of 
its numerous temples were left standing on another, and 
fi'agmeots of tlie riven god were distributed over the 
Mahomedan world, and cast before the gates of the 
sacred mosques of Mecca, Medina, and GhUni; whilst iifty 
thousand priests and votaries are supposed to have quaffed 
the fabled cup of Amrecta, that confers immortality on the 
Hindoo elect, to testify to the earnestness of their faidi 
and the unsparing zeal of their foes. 

Eor iJSore than a hundred years the sacred city, Som- 
nuuth Puttun, lived only in the momoiy of pious Hindoos; 
robbers and ontlaiva alone wandered through ita temples 
and palaces, and wolves and foxes occupied its desecrated 
, tomljs. At the end of that period, Eomarptil, “ the piikr 
of the Jain faith," rebuilt its shrines, but could not restore 
its violated sanctity. Prom tlse hour that JluJimoud 
smote die graven image of Soma, the Ijollesi spot in 
Lidja became uncleiLh'; the reverence of a himdred mil- 
lions of credulous devotees passed away with that blow, 
JTcver again was the woreliip of tlieLorrl of the Moon re^ 
vived in that simred spot; and deserted and despised, a 
receptacle for khie and filth, a globular patch of red paint, 
placed by loitering cow-herda, is now tiie only remaininf 
symbol of the death-place of the Sliephcrd God. >8 ° 

When Malimoud had captured Soinnauth, he heard that 
Eaja Jamund, the sovereign of Guzcrai, who had assisted 
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HOOK in tlip defence of tlse templejhiid. tiikcn refuge in Gundiilii* 

. ^ u. fort aurroimded by water on nil sides; thither he at 

I0f4. once proceeded On arriving at the spotj he found 
that the water wns otily tbrdahie in one place, atid that if 
canght by die flow of the tide during die passage all must 
j>erish. lie was obt to be daunted, but crossed with ]m 
cavah-y and took the place, Eaja Jamund scarcely mak¬ 
ing good his escape in a boat. 

After a success sci glorious and so satisfactory, alike to 
their avarice and their bigotry, die cliiefs of Malnnoud'a 
army, laden with spoil and wearied with vlctoij, longed 
to Ixfud their stepe towards their mountain homo; but the 
ambition of tlieir sovereign Tvas not bounded by the sack* 
lag of shrines and the heiipijig up of treasure, lie loved 
conquest for conquest's sake,, and here on the shores of the 
great ocean he actmdly meditated the subjection of the 
fEir off countries of Taprobitue and Pegu- 

Mahmoud returned to Anhulwarra, and in the place of 
the fugitive Raja Jamuud, raided to the throne a Brahmin 
of royal lineage named Dabschelim, wdicKie short career of 
sovereign [jow'er illustrates orie of the moat remarkable 
reveraes of fortune that oven kidgl_v amials can ftimkh. 

Anxious to enjoy his triumph over ius former monarclj, 
wlio was being conducted a prisoner to Auhniwarra, 
Dabscheiim rode out to meet Iiira, and made him run be-^ 
fore his horse with a bason on his heiid and a ewer in his 
hand, intending afterwards to blind him and imprison hiui, 
according to the custom of the countrj% in a dark pit dug 
under his throne where he would remain imprisoned 
for life, or till the death of hi* conqueror.^ When some 
distance from Anlmlwarrn, Dabschelim halted, and being 
overcome by the heat reclined under a IrEej and spreading 
a red handkerchief over Ms face, ordered liis attendants to 
TAithdraw. Sliortly afterwards, a vulture hoveiimj over 
the place, mistaking the red handkerchief^^ far his pr^, 
* swooped upon liim, and fixing in his talons, tore out bolb 
his eyes ; and thus, according to the laws of the coiiiitTy> 
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rendertKl him unfit to rt'ign, IiatnodiaU'Iy there •vrim a cn,4li 
grciit uproar, and the impriwiied raja coming at tlie mo- 
luent, waa received, with acclainations, and again declared 
king. Puttit^ the baaiu on tlvebead of the wretdiGd Daljs- 
chelim, aud the ewer in liis Imnds, he drove him before 
him into the dungeons he fiad prepared, ^Yhe^e lie spent 
the remainder of his life. 


NOTES TO CHAPTER IV. 

^ Sllltun M thdiana p-Nrj. King flf Iv 

* Tho Cdlph Hf?ot him tiie litle pf Ydi^ vfhhh ai^^iileeg Mend artd 

Lorit liLw wrvm\t md vaJcL It wn ftf^erwar^ on the pa^jmetii of a Imige 
iUnLj f.himgeil to Vutt, wMeIi mtittlur or ro ninuiiw liv/ 

^ Anhuiwom ^'u fouDd+*d AJi. r40r4iiiil nttfliiT clittLrnTAKi A.it, J2G4_ 

* The lUiiiLiiil iUDaoiit of duly patil on to AnhuJw jirm wm 250p000t 

equal at Iiiajit to one miUiem it pr^iezit. TL& iuUowiiig- nnecdota ia Wld by 

tbe Ambiau chroniL'ierp bi evidence of iLa tMl poptdjition :_« On* tbry a 

TTOfnan wh-iPbiul Itwt her luubond ^'out to the ptbee oud ft-luted bor mb- 
Jbrtnne. lie anlijred the herald to prwktnip tiuLt vhe^Tcr went hy the 
natuQ of KjmcJij bliaii of an eysp ehotild ii|ipsHJ at tJiE ilur of juailce ^ 
when, b[ 1jnK> penona, blind of on eye, and each bearing tbe uanie of 
Kiinohp .npptaeL'd, The dtAConapliila wife went through the mnia, and 
yet her hudbimd wae not thcMp nor wjte he foLtnd uEl a eecopd proclamation 

ujuadl " 

■ Tbena were pM mmsM at that tiui* in Gazmt t and Cevltm, wheuce 
catofl all the precioua aUbupb of TJiniioitaii^ wm miu of ita dependendeo. It 
apppM &«nj the Sacred IHatortctJ lioolt of C'ajloUp die JUaJiAran^i, de^^ribing 
the^lineago of fiuddhii, that the iakail won at that time a dependtincr of 
Indld ; it WM not till a,^ 1290 that the King Viiayabahu reoovEred lila 
indi^adeiice find ahauk alf the tndian ytiku, 

^ Thera wnra twia other irira tenijil^ at Jiiggernflotb and Benarea 

^ Chdqqo, caUed Shama Mm his dark eOmplexion, imvoUed io thta 
Ultima Thule with his friend Aigurui Ymibhtrap the ahdicAted Lord Para- 
momjt of India, and BiddeOr and peTfonned hla ablutimu at the gbiino of 
die Lord of tha Ylf?!nTi j he thfm took aholtcr frijm the nocn-daT hmt^ and 
elept tmiler an Tnnbn^UH p^pul. Whihit be dept a fortaner/ ndalalriHg 
the padfliay^ior lolua-Hkfl morh on the acle of hia foet, for the cyea of a 
deer, ahot him deaiL^'—Tod: compare deathi of Balder the Beantifiilji ofaot 
tn the heel witb an arrow madn of mietletoe, and of Achillea 

■ Siva, or MAhadHCp wna atw worshipped here noder the title of Swaywm 
Nitb, the ealf-eiiatent^ 
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^ Ka tmDiUiigraticm is sa ditiiiliid by ibL- faJLlirul Budtlbk^ tus tTf«it Into 
a !4'ijiiiim ur u. 

ITiH TiijjtH KittEiilETed it an bonnuT to bR?e tbeir daiigbtezE ndmUl^eL 

Thti inmpJfl t™ 3^8 f-Est Tannd, 117 Icmgj and 74 brcMid. It wn* WgRT 
thiui ihn T^raple of Sion* xuiii y-rt in those diyi and coiintriBs the Jewiab 
biptonau snys “ tJjat none inch had ever boon biiilL'^ — Tod 

** Tlni idol wai mad^ of ono TU fouL andj according to tbc 

iBnibniliii^ bail boLin Wor^ipp^d un tbaL Epntfonr thon^and Tt!lLt& 

Oqh TcaBon for tho fifirre nntipfttbj of ^rahmoild. tc the imnyo at 
Somnanth may hK^ ariBen from tbs belief rommon funnn^^t the ifaho- 
niedana of that timep tbsl it whs a eonntorpul of the ulol foiiuotly wnr- 
fibippod by the idolnt^ of Mbcoo. 

^ Thote iB E^Eiy n^AaEFn to beUeTe that tb^ne ^normoni onmrmldB and 
rubier -wvTB merely gloM : a^ording to ThftopbnifltUB, the Eprptians erflctod 
in the temple of Jupiter Auiinnu un ob^LLdiE of four eiueroldj^ that is 
coloiifoil gLatf ^ 40 oiibitfl blprb eueid 4 in bryadib^ or fKl feet bv Ij fe<etr 

I^ny mentinuB anOtber eolodsal aUtiie of SoTOpia^ or tbe Sim, nino enbite 
bigb, of one emereld. 

Eescfftrii presented tlio Riii|^ of IndltL otin nf fimr cnblta bi^b ^ ifani^ 
miiat baTe besn For otbor paztlrLdars Bee Pltnjp llbr sejtxyd. scot. 10. 

TbiM mby wei^«i 4oO miEkiiiBji or Glb^ Sk^z^ { the lai^geet in tho TieuBbry of 
Belial WEighed 17 mi^bebL 

zUexBqder fnaTtd JB the tieiwiiTT of Persia ISO^ODO tidentH of gold^ 
aboLLt 30,QQO^Q0Of. David took fiem the Moabites and PbilietlDos lOO^OOO 
talenteof gnldp l,00Cb'Ci00 tiiltnla of ailver, wblch^ Betting the Imrish tident 
of gold at its Btatod value of ^lUi-d tknt of {diver at 34^ mako up 

thi;!! hiE^tvdible BUni of mne hundred naiUiouB.^-Chjioniclefl xxiL * 

AtbeamuB Miyi that the trensTireg taken at Ninsreh^ at the of 

SardanapdciJi^ amounted to a thouflond ni^-xiads of talent of pild^ and 
time^ aa many of Diver [! Them woki ibroo hind of tnleutd — The Tys -irm 
or Eubcean tidiml, tbe Phmnicihii^ the JewielL It is impuBEible ^ b^ow 
wlileb JB lufei^ot, 

” Cambwa himself alew Apia the buH gud, and destroyed btoit priest 
he could did. 

“ Sx?o Tcid> Bsjaatban.—Cbriina was tho EhepbEnl God, 

^ DabBchelLm reptoaeulod to Mabuioud that it wah the custom for 
UiQ kings of tliat country, when on enemy waa iu tboir power^ to prupujo for 
bbu M diirk dweHmg below tlieir own nsyal aeat, wbeie c^ujing hmi to ba 
Boated on B throue ond kept cknely crnifinedr auly a Email bole is to W left 
open through whieli he might leceire his dully (bod."" 

Tho obi Begum Somioo, bamg jealouji of her huabimd^B attentfem to 
Uno ofthe ladies rf her courts bad a pit dug under her bod iu onlerthat not 
m grao^ should eaeape her feline levengv^ and there aimed the wretebod 
girl to ilofttb I 

y- A Tulture Mik'd Euirpidefi by dmppbg ji tortoiBe on his haM bead^ 
nnitaking it for a itone. 
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- CHAP, V. 
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THE PEML OF KAiraOL’P ASB BIS APJ£T,—BJS BETtlLV TO MOCLTAif_ 

nz EXTENtia BIS EMpint . — advance of the TAnriE boiides _mn 

LAST cAWAitijt OP KAminiio. — ^ ms dzatu. 

Aftek an absence of two years and six montlis lilalimoud 
set out on his return to Gtiizui, but it was onJy to cncoimter 
tknger more terrible and destruction more imiiiinent 
than any that had as yet crossed hb jiath of conquest 
A Brahmin of the shrine of Soumauth, dispo^essed of 
his wealtli and maddened at the impious desecration of 
all he est^ined aacixil, assumed the character of a guide, 
and volunteered to conduct the army by a shortor^ronte 
to Moultan. His sendees were accejjtechaiid for three daya 
he led them through the deserts of Scinde without Tvater 
and without food. When accused of treacherj* he proudly 
sconfessed the ruse; and whilst, enduring the terrible 
penalty of being Hayed alive, gloried in an act that 
brought sudden destruction on so many of the enemies 
of hia gods. Mahmoud retraced hia steps with much 
labour, and one tliird of his army had perished before 
he reached Moultan. Thia was his last invasion of India, 
and witli the excepdon of an expedition, undertaken 
during the next year, in which he almost e£tenn|pated 
the Jits *•, a nation living on the south aide of the Twlng ^ 
in (me of the fiercest river lights on record, he never 
again set foot in Hindostati. 

Mahmoud made altogether twelve expeditions into the 
devoted land of India, and on eacli occasion returned 
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BOOK -with increased glory and ’weiiltlL He tmd utterly de* 

- ^ . ftroycd NagracotjTannasaar, ilutt™, and Somnautb,—the ^ 

1026. inost holy Ghrinos of tlie HLndooiii—aml pillaged ■- 

iKjlhi, Canoiije, and Anhui warm, their most magnificent 
ciliea, He had annexed M.oultaH) Peshnwur, and Cash- 
mere, and had oVemm Hindostau as far ita Delhi and 
Gu/eraU and the frontiers of Midwa, He did not perma- 
tiently occupy any portion of these conqueats, but ho loft 
terrible evidence of liis power to do so at will. Ho 
proved to a rapacious world the absolute tiruth of the 
fabiod wealth of India; and opened out tliat military 
rood of invasion by which succeeding armies of coil’ 
querors have ever found a ready access to the fertile 
plains of Hindostau- 

We must not suppose that, great as they were, bis 
Indian conquests were enough to satisfy the resLltiSB 
ambition of the victorious Mahmoud. Notmthstandiug 
his expeditions to that wretched country, he found time 
to conquer and annex the kingdom of Ghaur, a countiy 
' of unequalled strength, belonging to the Soor tril>c of 
Afghans. He defeated his fatlier-in-law, ElicU, the Osbec 
king of CashgtU", and took his count ly. He added to the 
kingdom of Ghhsni, Seistan, lietween the moudis of the 
Indus and Persia. He conquered Irak, Georgia, and 
the whole of eastern Persia, and estoblishdd his son iu 
the government of Ispahau; and it was only the high’ 
spirited letter of a chivalrous woman that induced him 
to spare the dynasty of Bowides, the emperor of western 
Persia. “ During the life of my husbiuid,*' wrote the Sul¬ 
tan a^motlier, when threatened with his invasion, “ I was 
ever apprehenaive of your ambition. He was a prince 
and a soldier worthy of your arms. He ia now no 
more. His sceptre has passed to a woman and a child, 
and you dare not attack their infancy and weakness. 
How inglorious would be your conquest, how shame¬ 
ful your defeat! And yet,” adds this artful lady, “ the 
eveuts of war are in the hands of the Almighty.” 


4 




iTioirr OF uiJiMouii. 6J 

At tljijs period the empire of Mahmoud far exceeded chap. 
that of any living aovereigu, He ruled supreme from 
Cashmere to Ikpahim, ami ih>ni the Caspian to the sacneti 
Ganges. The whole Muliomcdan world looked to him 
ns its chief; and while some of his legions protected 
the weary march of pilgrims to tlieir hhly Mecca, others 
proclaimed the worahip of the one God and his Prophet 
amidst oceans of blood tliousauds of miles away in the 
sacred cities of Hindost^iin. 

In those tm'bulent times the very size of the empii'e 
consrtituEefl its chief danger. No sooner did the Ticemys 
of province's, themselves comprising noble kiiigdoms, find 
tliemsclvts tree fi’ora the immediate control of the su¬ 
preme Bovereign than they immediately aimed at inde¬ 
pendence. The varied and often opposing interesta of 
the several provinces encouraged their ambition, and 
prevented the centralisation indispensable to lasting 
empire. Alrtsidy, oven at the zenith of its glory, tlie 
empire of Ghizni showed unmistakeable evidence of the 
disruption tliat has limited the duration of aU the great 
empires of the East; and the very same train of circum¬ 
stances that secured the empire to the father of Jlah- 
moud lost it to his sons. 

The danger of bu! overgrown empire was forcibly 
placed before the mormreh by an old woman, who came 
to demand redress for the death of her son, who, together 
with a number of merchants, was killed by robbers in 
the deserts of Nedubendan. In vain Mahmoud urged 
the impossibility of keeping order in so remote a part of 
Ida dominions. “ Wlty, then, do you take countries,” 
said slie, “ which you caimot govern, and for the protec¬ 
tion of which you must answer in the day of judgment?”* 

Already the rumble of tliat great northern torrent, tliat 
was to ovemm the eastern world and sweep away oil 
traces of civilisation from the fairest lantb of Asia, was 
heard on the frontiers of his khigdoui. i 

Tlie vast deserts, extending &om the borders of civilised 
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63 THE FHEXCES OF INDIA, 

Asia fiir Rway into the nortliern iviliJs of liussiii and Chiiiii, 
have from time immeniorial been tlie heritage of mime- 
TOiUi pastoral tritiea of Curda and Turkomans. Obliged 
to [end tlieir flocks over boundless wilds, aud often to 
contest with their neighboura the right of pasturage, these 
hardy shepherds hre horse men from their birth, and be¬ 
come warriors at an age wlicn the youth of other nations 
have scarce learned to draw the bow ; even their women 
tlisjjLiy the hardihood and warlike skill usually confined 
to the stronger sex. 

The first emigration of tliese hardy Northmen com¬ 
menced at the beginning of the tenth centuij. Pa^g 
from their inhospitable deserts beyond die Caspian and 
the Bca of Aral, they slowly preased on to the more sunny 
regions of Peraia and Satnarcand. Retaining their aver- 
rion to the life of a town, and reftising to submit to the 
dnidgeiT of agriculture, for the sake of supporting ihcm- 
selvcs on the “ top of a weed,^' as diey called w'hciit in de¬ 
rision, they neglected all the arte and sdences, as the 
eigus of an edeminate race, and devoted thcmielvea en¬ 
tirely to the practice of war. Totally illi tc rate and unable 
to read or write, they elected their kings by lot, and 
when they signed ii treaty, dipped their hands in ink, and 
made an impiession of it on paper.® 

They embraced the creed of ilaliotned as they ad¬ 
vanced eouth, and gradually acquired territoiy and ijower 
tn Trunsoxiana and Oliarizme, the scats ol oriefdal science 
and leiirning. The dcc-Iiiiing power of the GaHplis was 
quite insuliicleat to stay the toireutwhilst their lieute¬ 
nants, ever aiming at iiidependence, welcomed with plea¬ 
sure the most useful of mercenary troops r till, in less than 
a hundred years, their power far exceeded that of those 
who Lad encouraged their advance, and the dependence 
of mercenaiy semce gave place to the haughty insolence 
of conquest, 

Mahmoud himself had encouraged tije tidvonce of these 
hardy wamora, as invaluable in his eudless expeditions to 



THE TIiEKOaiANa. 


as 


Indiaand he discovered too lute that the hciTce hordes 
he liad fostered for the destruction of hia foes, sought 
but the opportunity to ttUTi and rend himself. 

inquituig one day of Ismael, a celebrated chief of the 
Seljuk tribe, \v*ho dwelt at Bokhara, what number of men 
he could furnisli for the niilitaiy'^ service- Semi one of 
these aiTOTvg,” replied the haughty chief, to the tamp of 
Seljuk, tuid hbjOOO warriors will mount their horses; if 
you want more, send this mow to the tribe of Balik, and 
50,000 more will answer the Bunintons; but if you want 
to know our full force, send round this bow, and, as it 
ciTculates, 200,000 horsemen wdll Hock to your standanh” 
AktrmeLl at tlie proximity of such powerful allies, ilah- 
moud attompted to remove hi^i Turkomans into the heart 
of Kliorassan ; but it ivas too Ittte, Having once tasted 
the delights of the pleasimt regions of the south, they 
were loth to retiuu again to their northern wUlL?. They 
withdrew their tribute, declared their mdcijeudenec, and 
invaded the northern provinces of Ghizni, and haring de¬ 
feated his general, Amir Toos, were pressing on to tlie 
caplud i^lf, when Malimoud, hastily collecting hh* truoijs, 
drove til cm back with great' slaughter; but their retreiit 
was like the wave of the rising storm that surges back 
but to return with greater fiiry. A few yeans later they 
.appeared again in overwhelming numbers, and seized the 
empire ivitb nesistless might. 

This was tlie hist cmupuigti of the great warrior Mali- 
moud, and liia triumph was saddened by the conviction 
that the splendid empire he had raised "with so much 
labour, and cemented with so much blood, awaited but 
his death to pass bom the liantls of his ehiidreo. 

Avarice and the lust of dominion were tlie ruling pas¬ 
sions of MaJimoud, and no conqueror ever obtained more 
completely bis heart's desire; but his latter clays show 
that the possession of all that he had so much coveted 
afforded no gratification, and only added poignancy to the 
grief of his approaching end. 
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I300K A feiT dfiys before hiE deatb he entered liia treasuiy, 

_i^ iinil Burveyedi with mourn fnl eyes, tlie vast imd vari^ 

1030- acciuuuliiUons of a life of conquest and pillage. After 
gazing long and earnestly on aU that he had acquired 
TTitli so tuucli labour, he bimst into tears, and closed the 
dixjrs without dhftribiUidg any pordoii of that wealth that 
was so soon to pass altogether h'ovn his pt®! 5 eHai{jn. 

The next day, reclining on a couch, he re\'iewed 100,000 
foot, 50,000 horse, and 1300 elephants ; but the dving 
warrior could not gaze unmoved on the compariiona of 
his dangers and the instmnieufa of his glory: he wept 
bitterly as legion after legion of rictorious troops passed 
belbre him,, and retired in anguish to his palace, never 
again to show himself to his subjects. Wliat a satire on 
the vanity of hum am ambition I Ho hwked on “ all the 
works Ills himds had wrought, and on the labour he had 
laboured to do, and behold all was vanity and vexation 
of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.” 

In that gorgeous abode called the Palace of Delights, 
ra^d with the plunder of Hindoo cities, and glittering 
with the treasures of immimbered shrines, the s5ul of the 
great Mahmoud was required of him, in the 03rd year of 
his Dgc ami the 34Lh of his reign,* IJe avosj buried by 
torchlight, and tliree miles south of Ghizni may still be 
seen tlie cupola that surmounts his grave. It is only, 
fifteen yeara ago that tiie armies of a nation, whose name 
even was not then known in the East, bore back in triumph 
to the capital of HiiidoiStan t1i.ose world-renowned gates of 
eandal-wood that, tom from the temple of Somnauth bv the 
great warrior liim.seltj were raised by bis Bucceaeors to adom 
his grave. To this day the priests of the Moslem faith read 
the Koran over the tomb of this true son the Prophet'! 

Tlie life of Mahmoud was one of uninterrupted warfare. 
He conducted in penaon nineteen campaigii,<i, and was \ ic- 
torious ill thirty sieges and battles, without once suflering 
defeat. His marches ore some of the must surprising on 
record, ho elimato olanned, no seasons deterred him, and 
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lie faced mth eqiml indiflei-ence the dreary tJibluLiiidfi chap 
of Persia imd Tartary, the mighty streams of die Pun- 
jftub, the deserts of Bdnile, atid tlie ctenial snows of' 
Thibet. Wliilflt ou the north he held in check the 
rising power of the Tartor.s, south, cast, and west lie 
extended Ids euipire and his faith; lie setited Ids soas 
on the thrones of Jialkh and Lipnhan, and noniinatod 
die aovereignsi of Delld and Giizerat; he encoimigtHl tlie 
arta and sciences, and rendered his capital the most 
ixilished and gorgeous city of the Eastw Altogether, when 
ive carefully examine his exploits, wc find that few of the 
world's conquerors have established ii reputation equal to 
that of this Great King of the East The Mussulniau 
liisloriiins paint him u benefiictor of the iiuniim race, a 
uionHxdi wiio conferml happiness on the world, au<l. 
reflected glory on the faith of iLilioraed ; whoso aeccssifin 
ilinminated the earth irith the bright torch of justice, and 
cherished it with the beams of beneficence; whilst the 
Hiudoos describe him ae a consuming Jirebnmd, whose 
only claim to immortality reels on the iniignitude of hL*» 
crimes; Gut we must remember tliat one is the account 
of those who grew rich by his conqueslB and gloried hi 
Ids fanaticism ; the other, of those whose temples he iml- 
luled, and whose cities he destroyed. 

If fairly judged, he is neither better nor womc tiinii all 
the other great scourges of die human race, ^^'hcn ive 
carefully examine his exploits, we find that few of the 
world’s conquerors have Ijeett more successful itt war, and, 
tsithout sharing the wonder of his countrymen at his 
virtues®, we must acknowledge that few hasx* cclipseti 
him in the arts of peace. 

He was less brutal than Attihi, Alaric, and others who 
preceded him in the realms of conquest, and hw estenui- 
nating zeal for the faith of Midiomed was, a very fe^v 
years afterwards, more than equalled by that of tlie fierce 
soldiers of the cross. With all his faults lie was a great 
warrior nod a sound Mussulman; whether for gfxxd or 

r 
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evil, no name hfla ever beon more loudly trumpeteii 
tbmiipb die East, and, for centuiiea after bw dea^, Hin¬ 
doo and Per^, Tartar and Turk, recounted with awe 
the glorjcfl of the grunt MaJimond ofXJhizin, 


NOTES TO CIL\FrEB V. 

^ Thfl Jits, whcilJii^ known w Ytitas^ Jiti^ Jutay or Jata, wero At 

cmE time pmlsflMj tie moit nimieroiie rsce in India; in the fourth wntnty 
tlLB5 a&tAhlifihed a Jit kingiiDJii in the PnnjauK Babt-r tntb m thnt er^ 
timEf ht liTdsaed the Induv he waa ham^aed hj them, Naady all th? 
peuantd of tko Punjiiub ATO Biid to hoiddi^ to thu tnln^ 

■ Might we not apply the mom\ to our ove tgtown poeeeieion* hi ImliaP 

^ of thedB tamrka of the Tartar UmpeWTS were king praaerrftl 

with the greatoft viinoHitlaDj ea the moat sabred raUcs and memonali,^ 
SngredD, 100. 

* He died of itcme. 

* Malkmomd wa* a biffed ^iinni; tho F ym belie^'o Mnlioinedaii tra- 
dithnu^ jj^d follow the thiw find KlmlilkiY Shoaii am i^Uowen of AU 

tho tweli'o T mftiimfl- The Tnrki adhinre to Iho fotmorp tha Pei&iaaa to 
tho Iittor, form 

* The ihliowitig epitaph, in Peman^ caxrcd om hlA lotnl^—VV tien 
w^ conaidor bP the virtaoi of thia great priiice^ we dm searcely helrere he 
came bto the world M other men/' 
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HOGsfS or HirsiooD aku modood. 


Mahmoud liatl twin sons,— Mufmchod and Molmmmed, 

_ tlie former the eldest by a few lioin^ Masaood was 

B. bold, during youth, generous and reckless of all, 3?ave 
the enjoyment of the hour. Mohammed, on the other 
hand, W’na crafly and ambitious, and lost no opportunity 
of tTving to aecnre the succession to the empiro. No mau 
knew better than Mahmoud the superior chums possessed 
by Musaood for the sovereigQty oT the warlike nobles 
of his empire, and feeling that, in spite of his predildctiona 
in favour of Mohammetl, Musaood would one day be 
king, he asked him “ how he would live T^itli his bro¬ 
ther after hia deatk” “As you did with your brother 
Ismael, tlie Bon of Subnetugi,” was the ready answer of 
the headlong youth ; but he gave his father no cause to 
doubt his filial obedience, and dvaing hb lifetime em¬ 
ployed himself in the oougenhil occupation of war and 
conquest on the northeni frontier of the empire. At 
the time of the death of Mahmoud at Ghizni, Musaood 
was at his government at Ispahan, whilst &[ohammed 
was at Gouigan, one of the miuitirae provinces of the 

empire. - , , , 

Mentally and physically the brothers afforded much 
the same wntrast as ilichard of the Iloji Heart and the 
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ea the phisces of India. 

uooK "wilv anil pusillaniinous John I^fickland. Miisaood waa ^ 

_ *■ mah, Qerc^, intempcratLs and LhoiightlcBs*; but generoiM | 

J 030 , to a fault, and unpq^ualled amougiit the ijoveruigna of Ilia ^ 
age for strengtli and IntT epidity ; l^is arrow toiild pierce 
the strougest uiiul and stay the Ghaige of on elephant; 
and few of his subjects could lift liie maec with (jue 
hand. He despised all the arts of diplomacy and iu- 
trigue, and trust«i to the strength of Iuh own right arm 
alone to secure his riglit to the throne. Being once 
told that the Court Moolah, taking advantage of his ^ 
father's avowed preference for hia brother, had. dared to 
read Ilia name first in the Khiitba, or prayer for the 
royal family, he aiiswereJ with li gay smile, ** Give yoiir^ 
seif no concern; the world la for tlie longest sword: ' 
a principle he was at any motneiit ready to nmintaiii. 
Molumimed, on other hand, was crafty, treachcrovia, 
and politic; caiefully subservient to the wishes of hia 
father, and intent only on securing his own succession to 
the throne. 

On hearing of his father’s death, Mohammed marched 
with all speed to Ghizni, and a-scencling the musnud, 
opened the uiiperial trcxisuriea, and sought to palliate his 
usurpation by lavish gratuities. 

Wlien Musaood heard of this ti'eason, he settled trust¬ 
worthy governors over hia provinces, and marched to 
Ghinii, sending >vortl, at the same time, to his brother, 
that he had no desire to set aside the will of his father; 
that indeed his present poasessious were ample for hia 
widies; and that he only insisted upon hia right to have 
his name read fii'st in the Kliutba. Mohammed treated 
with contempt this lemjiutate request, and marahaUing 
Ikifl troops, marched to meet him. The gallant Musaood 
WHS naturally the object of the love of the warriors and 
nobles who had fought and couquered with his warlike 
father; and before tlie armies met a conspiracy was 
formed to seize his brother, and unite the mutinous 
troops with Ihosc of their legitunate sovereign. 
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As til*? itigmtitiide of Mobammetl was greatcj* than 
that of hia uncle Ismael, on a aiiiiilav occasion, so was the 
^ revenge of Musaootl more terrible than Uial of Mahmoud. 
After executing those of the omralis and nobles who 
km encouraged liis brother’s usmijation, he ^xissed the 
“hro pencil’'* over his eyes, and Condemned him to 
iuiprlsoniueiit for life; but by one of tlrosu strange 
caprices of fortune that become remarkable w hen aifcct- 
^ ing kings, he again, at the cud of nine years, regained 
both liberty and sovereign power; anth uuchastcued by 
*■ misfortune, repaid "ivith iuterost the pumsltiuent he had 
so justly incurred. 

In 1031, Miisaood marched from Balkli Vo reduce 
Cutch and Jlackeran, the maritime provinces of PcTsIa ■ 
but he was soon recalled from the scene of liis success 
to Ghizui, whence oiiunous reports reached him of the 
poTver and nivages of hia fierce neighbours the Turko¬ 
mans, Tlirae ivarliko eraigrauts, introduced by Mah- 
* moud into his territory to assist iu his Indian wars, were 
rapidly changing their ancient diaraeter for ouc more 
noble mid more destructive. The shepherds were con- 
vertetl into robbem, the robbers into armies of con¬ 
querors, till gftining coutidence ivith euccens they soon 
dared to measure their strength with the proudest sove* 
Tuigns of 

^ TliG hsinghty 3tltisiioocl csoulil not l>e inducGtl to luok 

upon them as an enemy more formidable tlian the wild 
tribes of the vast desert. He was ignorant of tlieii- 
poiver, and would take no lueans to resist them. In 
vain his omrahs iu Khorasean urged that his eneimea, 
“ altliough at first but a swann of ants, were now little 
snakes, and, utileas instantly cnishetl, would acquire the 
venom and maguitude of serpents.” He did not con- 
'4 descend to march against them in person, eontonted 

■ ^ himself with receiving a feigned submission from the 

/ \ chiefe, in which tiu^ declared “ that they were the king's 
’ * 6' een'ailts, and not at all desirous to dUtuvb anybody but 
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—' aimble them to live at borne ivitliout plunder, or tp be 
l{>32. led out to war that they might excil their skill in what 
they ^^honed their only profession.*" But tliis humility' 
w.-w aimulnted. Everywhere tliey appeared in arms, Oue 
after another bis gtnerals were defeated and driven back, 
till fciamnrcand, and the vast regiona beyond tlie Osus, 
were for lost to his empire. 

But notwithstanding the growing powers of his Turko¬ 
man neighbours, the empire of Gldzni at this period ex¬ 
tended from^ the Indus to Lspahim; its capital was the 
most mLpgniJieent in the East; apd seated on a golden 
throne studded with jewels, and canopied with a erbwn 
of pure gold weighing more than a ton \ suspended by a 
golden clialn, its sovereign was still the richest in the 
knox^n worlti 

In the j'onr a.d. 1032^’ irusaood conferred tlie enaign 
of roj ally upon Ids eldest son Modood, and sent to 
the government of Balkh, wldlst lie himself m arched to 
Hindoatan; and having harried the country from Attock 
to within forty miles of Delhi, fixed hia second son Mucr- 
do!xl on the throne of Lahore, In tlie mean time the 
ominous shadow of Turkoman inviasion that for years had 
been creeping over tlie kingdom of Ghizxd, again assumed 
de^te proportions; the mighiy host that had been again 
^d again broken and scatta-ed by the strong himd of 
Mahmoud, burst at length with resistle® ftuy on the 
kmgdom of Lis son. 

In 1030, Togrul Bey, the son of Michael, the son of 
c^ljuk, was choaen sovereign by lot*, and invested with 
the i^gma of royaltj- in the city of ^^shlbur, the capital 
of KhoniBsan. “ It would be superfluous,” sap the great 
historian ^ to praise the valour of a Turk and the am¬ 
bition of Tognil was equal to his valour. 

h othing could withstand the' fierce onslaught of this 
esort prmce, backed by a nation to whom war was more 
an occupation tlian a trade. Almost without a struggle 
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he drove back the generala of Mui^aood, deprived him of chaf. 
the eastern provincta of Persia, imd pressed hard on his ,— 
Indian possessions. In the west he annihilated the djniasty 1^(33 
of the Bowides, and trftuaferred the soeptre of Irak, from 
the Persian to the Turkish nation, whilst bj the conquest 
of Persia he approached the Bomari' coimuy, and “ the 
(;heph€ird presumed to send an ambassador to’Remand 
tribute of the emperor of Constantinople."* 

Convinced at length of tlie magmtude of the danger 
that threatened bis empire, JIusaood returned, in haste to 
Ghixni, and collecting all available ti’oops, marched to 
Balkh to meet Togrul in person; but such was tlie 
insdlence of the enemies lie had deapi^i^d, that, no sooner 
had he quitted his capital, than Tiggi, a renow ned ixanisaji 
of the Turkomans, advanced by forced maiiches finom 
Khorassau to Ghijtni, and met ivilh no repulse till he 
had rifled the kmgs stables and grossly dishonoured the 


capital 

At the approach of MusaooJ, Togrul retired towards 
Kliorasan, whither he was followed by Mustiood, who 
spent tTie spring of A, b. 1038 in the city of Nishabur. 
At leng th, after several unEucce^ful attempts at a com¬ 
promise, he marched agahist his wary foe who awaited 
him at Zendecan®, a smaD to^vn of Ehorwastwi, two days 
distant from JIaru. The first onslaught of Musaood was 
fincoessftil, and the Seljuki were tlriven back; but having 
carried the pursuit too for, his troops were suddenly sur¬ 
rounded, and after a gallant reeiatance defeated with 
great elanghtor. Well did Musoood bear the name of 
Kustum^ on ihia filial day, and never did monarch display 
more «laring and prowess in defence of his tlirone; but it 
w'ES in vain; deserted by his troops, all lost but hia honour, 
he was* at length forceil to fly to Ghor, whence he retired 
to Ghmii. 

The victory of Zeudecan was attended by the most im¬ 
portant results throughout tlie lengtli and breadth of Asia. 
It terminated, almost without a struggle, the dynasty of 

T* 
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Boox tbe AbbnflBidt! Caliphs®, and placed the shephei'd tiu^ od 

V _ the tliione of Bagdad. The Calipli ^^‘as deprived of all 

1038. secLdar power, and, like tJie Pope of llonie, rehiined only 
liis HiJiritmil supreuiaey, while Togrul waa appoiiitefl tem¬ 
poral vice-Ti?geiit of the Moslem world,liiafarited by 
Ilia defeat, shorn of liia mogniliceiit posaeasioua beyond tlie 
t^xua, and thresituned in bin veiy cupltfil by the mountain 
Aa'ghanr^, Mnsuood, formed the resolution of abandonir 5 g 
Ghiziii, and retiring witli liia treasure to Lahore. I^eav- 
ing hi.'* son Modood to defend Balkli, and des|iatelling 
Mngdi Kxi t4) Moultiin, he cviinmencefl his melancholy 
march tnwanls liis Indian provinces; not ns of old, for 
the eake of conquest and rapine, but to seek a refuge his 
nice could scarcely claim from the princes of Ilindostaii. 

The hand of destiny fell heavily on the fallen Musaood. 
On the lianka of the Ghekmi his slaves and soldiers muti- 
iiletl find rilled, his treasure, and, dreading tiie resiiUs of 
their treachciy, seized and delivered him to his blind 
brother, Mohmnmed, The revenge of Mohammed was 
not bloody, but was more galling than death to the proud 
soul of Lis brotJier. Musaood was confined in tfie ca^e 
of Kirri, and denied tke retinue and luxury due to his 
rank. On one occasinDn, being in want of the necesBaiies 
of life, he sent to request some money Qom his brother, 
who retiimed on insulting message with the pitiful sum 
of 500 dlruis. “ 0 wonderful I O wonderful cast of Pro- 
vidciice,” said Muawknl, on receiving it. “0 cniel reverse 
of Site- Yesterday was I not a mighty prince, three thou¬ 
sand Ciimels bending under my treasure ? To-day, I am 
forced to bieg the mere mockery of my ’muita I '* But his 
kingly dignity did not desert him. Iforrowhig 1000 dirma 
from Ids sorrowing attendants^ he gave them as a present 
to the messenger, tellittg him, at the same time, to take 
bach to his brother the p,altry sum, wMcli could only have 
boeu proffered, in derision. 

• liieapacihited by his blindness from exercising sovereign 
power, Mobomuied raised to the throne his eldert son, 

1 
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Ahinecl, a prince of fierce and inipkcable imttn-e, wlio, cbaf. 
Avitliout seeking his fatlier^s con^^nt, went to Kirri, and ^ 
dew Lia uncle Musaood with every lidjunct of cruelty and 1010. 
insult 

MoLammod wept bitterly when told of iiis brotlicr’a 
death, and wrote to Modood to diso;\^ the deed; but 
tears did not amy tlie hand of Modood. Marching from 
Bulkli to GIiIkiij, he received the homngtj of Ids eiipital, 
and immediiitely advanced against Alimed, whom he de¬ 
feated and took piisouer. The revenge of Modood was 
very terrible: he slew everj' soul belonging to the family 
of his uncle, with tJie exception of Abdid Rahim, who 
ajone had shown tenderne-ss to the fallen Musapod io hia 
captivity.*' MtisaofHi reigned nine yea^rs; he wa-s a brave 
prince, and generous j but was indolent, and wanting in 
the sustained energy iieceasaiy to empire in those turbu¬ 
lent days. Deprived of the vast regions of Traiisoxiana, 
Kliorassan, and eastern reiaia, and preventetl tlie state 
of his noTtheru frontier from adding to his ludjan posses¬ 
sions, the power of Musnood was ktterly restricted to the 
luouutainbus regions of Ctibul and Zabiilistan, and the 
maritime states of the Indus and Persia; and during his 
reign the mighty empire of Mahmoud, that overshadowed 
the Eastern world, showed s}'inptoms of that decline from 
)%'hich 710 power ever rallies. 

After the death of his unde and. cousins, Modood had 
tio relative to fear but liis brother, JTugdootli who, accord¬ 
ing to the custom of his race, ininiediatdy prepared to 
tx>iitest the succession to the throne. Advancing from 
Moulton, at the head of an aiTay of nadve and foreign 
levies, he rapidly reduced the wliole country, from the 
Indus to tlie sacred city of Tanuasi^r, whence he marched 
to meet Modood near Lahore. The Indiim levies of Mug- 
dood far outnumbered the troops of GhiznL The omraha 
of Modood 3 army were dispirited and preparing to desert, 
when treachery preserved the crown to the eldest son of 
Musaood. The rival armies were nlieatly iu sight of 
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BOOK cocb other, when Miigdood and his general were both 
■ assassinated by an nnkuown hatuL 
1040. Modood returned to Ghizni, and haTing married a prin-’ 
ces of the Seljuks, these turbulent neighbours nominally 
aubmitted to hw rule, and resigned the provinces they 
had occupied beyond the Oxus. 


NOTES TO CHAPTER VL 

' Ot," arnwrn not jvutsoIvih when Bwrrde dtp tmeet, we mnj Tnate whit 

* wu iltnijra blinded wiLk n reil hoti needle drawn scrfisa tlio 

piipfL 

^ The cittwn msiglicd 70 mnimdej Brndi Tnaimil weighed 37 lb, eroudti^ 
pfli^ wLicb pifrea a nf HJp 

■ The Ti nm ea pf th* C!flltdidatL4 wi^ra written on nm&Wi, wbicb wnra drawn 
n ^tdter hj a cbiltL Uttnua IlT#ta?ped wm choaen li^ the peig^hing- of 
n hcrae. In 4i-^ TOO tbe J^nlisb 1-liel^ bdiu^ iititilrl n Ip tipDiiiuia A sncc^iivDr 
to ibe ihe^ erected a. plllikr in iv pbun, and, diing ft stfirtiDg^ 

poiitf tbicreed tbftt wbnlfTET i^ndidftte ihonid finl reoeb the pillKTi on n 
dETtain moHiTOlTt fibottbi be bbif; - miuijr tJm £ut aneb ft plftte, whiiJi wu 
wijn bj who Ebod bifl bone with iipn^ und atrew^ tins grOFtirid 

with little irciii ^pikei. Kewe^er, beinif disc^Yeredr be wia^ Kkinned blUtp. 
(Tbs sama crttel derioa wni tried with Blink Bonny at (loodwood twi> 
yeira aLojoe,) 

^ Sne Gibbon^ 

“ FaratHia ffir tbe prodnctiGn imd muiuljictimj of cetton, 

T Bufltum wflE the jjTeat hero of tN?raiftii mmanee^ immaitalified hy Fw- 
dooEi In the 8hfth ^luuma; htuRfiood for bii gudhmlry wn^ cbrnlened 
BuEtnm n. 

^ It bid lusted 2 Bl 

® See lyHerbekit. 

It Whe lonfl belieTcd ho tbrew him down a WelL 
Bimn^ir the coptiTity of Mugnoodr Abdul iCnfaiin went with hie brother 
lieimiiii to Bee him, when the Intter tnsullinjzly pulled o(f hie nnde^e pip 
snd threw it feoiii him; Abdul HoMtn Immediately replaced, it on the king^i 
bead with much leepect^ chaatiffiii^ his bTother fior Me mean asd barharotift 
beliftritnir. 
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A4J, 1044—use. 

‘THE t'flnJCES DF rNPIA Of>MBIK:£ TO OT THE JICSSI?TJLLK TOtE.— 

'illE DEATH OF MOIIOOD 4T OIJIZXL - THE HEIGKfl Or lEIUlTTIIr lirMAOQ1>t 

FVRAJtp AS1> CHUSE&O I. AKD n. — THt I>MlIDCTION OF BT 

—THE OTJiJtSrCT OF ILMlllOtD JISAXtT EXTlSatTESOTEDh 

The Hindoo princes of Inditt* who had received nothing chap. 
blit insult find dishonour from their northern conqueronr, ^ 
were not slow to perceive the inrosd the domestic quarrela I0t4. 
of its princes, the revolt of the principal governors, and 
the unce^ng eDcroachments of the Scljuk Turkomans 
had made In the power of the Ghkokn empire, and they 
were not loatli to take advantage of il. In the year 1044 
they made a combined attempt to shake off the Mumuhnan 
domination. 

Besuldeo, the Klkr of Yictoiy, Tvin^ of Delhi, arailed 
himself of the credulity of his subjects, to arouse their 
enthusiasm; he pretended to have seen a vision, in which 
the great idol of ifagnicot, carried away by Mahmoud, 
appeared to him, and warned liini that now being re¬ 
venged on Ghism', he intended to return to his former 
abode, and charged him solemnly to meet him there. 

Sesuldeo a&acmbled an immense army of credulous 
fanatics, and being joined by the Chohon king of Ajmere, 
attacked and took Tannassar and other towns, and after 
a ai^ of four months retook NagmcoL Besuldeo had 
secretly brought with him firom Delhi, an idol of the 
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■ the night befsjre Ha tiiumphant entry it was secretly 
lOil. iitlroduced b}' the Biulimins, and placed in tlie chief ^ 
equare of the city. In the morning when it was di^" 
covered, the enthuahun of the multitude knew no boutKis, 
the return of the idol from Ghizni, was hailed aa a token 
that the gods themselves had at lengtli determlued to 
drive the barbariaiis &om the land of virtue. 

Taking advantage of this signal evidence of the favour . 
of their deities, a religious vdir was immodiatcly preached 
by the Brahmins, tliroughout the Indian territoriee of <' 
Modood, Froih one end of Hindostan to the other, the 
native princes took heart, and allied themselves to the 
Kings of Delhi and Ajmere; thus reinforced, Besuldeo—■. 
proceeded from victory to victoiy, till the Punjaub was 
overrun and Lahore itself invested. 

After a gallant defence of seven months, the gnndsoii 
riif Tjihore saved themselves by a desperate sortiQ, and the 
Indian troops retired, after tlie first successful campaign 
ever waged against their Mosleni oppressors. 

Notwithstanding his continued reverses on the side of 
Lidia, Modood waa everywhere successfld in the north; 
the Soljuks, who had broken fiiith and advanced on 
Balkh, were repufred with great Blaughter, and the 
Kizzlobaahes of Candahar forced back to the conlinea ^ 
of Persia. 

Modood died of a liver oompMnt at Ghizni, after a 
reign of nine yeiirs; dining which he disphiyed average 
abiliQ', and more than tisutil virtue. 

The crimes that almost invariably attend the death of 
one Asiatic sovereign, and the accesffiun of another, are 
fiimiliar to all readers of Eastern history; the only right 
to the succession that was never questioned, was that of 
the strong m'ct the weak; and he who had tlie will to seize 
a^ the power to hold, could dispense with all legal 
, right to the throne. “Make me King to-day, and kill 
nie to-morrow,*^ said a Prince of the Ommiades, when 
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r urged to take part in a conspiracy that was to place the 
K crown nn liia head ; and the iiuuinud was butashort step 
^ fjTom the gmve to the greater number of the sovereigns 
Vof Ghiziii During the next tiino years four sovereigns 
W sat on tlie throne of Mahmoud, und ail from the child, 
I “ whose nurse was rocking liini to sleep rifter lus rice and 
1 milk," to the t 3 'rtmt airousing allier some deed of blood, 
^ paid with their lives the penalty of their royal birth. 

Modootl was succeeded by Ida infan t gon, who \vti 3 
murdered after six days by his uncle Ali. Ali reigned 
two years and was dqiosed byHealnd, a sou of JIiLluiioud, 
who, after forty days of intolerable crut!lt)% was assas- 
eJnated by Ins omrtiliis and Perocli Zund, a son of 
~ Musaood, cliosen by lot to succeed hint. 

I Fcroch Zand died after a tximparatively peaceful reign 
of six years, and was succeeded by his brotiier Ibrnliim. 

I During this troubled period of fifteen years, Nagiacot 
was again takeu by the Moslems, and the Hindoos driven 
j back; but with this exception the torritoiy left by 
Modood was not exteaded by the sovereigns of Ghizni. 

The rei^ of Ibnihim presented an exception to this 
era of turbulence. He was an austere prince, det%hting 
in learning and the arts of peace ; he added two months 
to the Ilamudiiu, which he observed with the greatest 
-* core; he was fiuned throughout the East for his culigra- 
phy and copies of the Koran in his own handwrituig, 
may still be seen in the sacred mosques of Mecca and 
Medina. 

His hLstorians informs ns that, •* in the flower of lik 
youth, and amid a paradise of pleasure, he had conquered 
all the sensual appetite;" but he had nevertheless tliirty- 
aix sons, and fort^* daughters by the ladies of Ids harem * ; 
ail of wJiom he gave in maniage to learned aiitl religious 
men. Can we wonder that with such rewards Ghizni 
was esteemed the Utopia of philosophers und divines? 
f rbralihn cotitracted a marriage for Mnsauud, the eldest of 
his tliirty-six sons, with the daughter of Millek, sovereign 
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BOOK of the Seljuhs, and eoncIu<I«l a treaty, ceding to the * * 
—i— Turhomana all the countries they had seized on the 
1 U 4 tioithem frontier, on condition they obflerred a strict 

peace. ^ * 

He TTss ft just prince, and the foCowing anecdote speaks 
well for his bhmanlty. “ One day seeing a prisoner 
carrying a heavy stone, hig pity was awaken^, and com¬ 
manding liini to throw it down, he gave him hia liberty, 

The stone remained in the pubhc thoroughfare, and so . 
stnet was the that none dure remove it One day a 
courtier’s horse having stiunblcd over it, he took the 
opportunity of requesting that it might be removed 
* I have commanded it to be tlirown there,’ answered. 
Ibrahim, ‘and there it must remain, as a memorial of-^ 
the misfortunes of war, and my own pity; for it is better 
for ft king to be obstinate, even in his inndvertences, tlmn 
to break his royal word/” 

Ibrahim reigned thirty-one years, and was die contem¬ 
porary of Tognil Beg, Alp Arakm the Yaljant lion, ,, 
and Mallek Shah, the three gieatest sovereigns of the ■ ■ 
Scljuk Tartars, Seventy years had elapsed Imwecn the 
death of Mahmoud and that of Ibrahim, during which the 
Ghizniftn empire rapidly declined towards the north, and 
made but little progress in the direction of Hindnstan. 

Musaood IL succeeded Ids father Ibrahim, and walked * 
in his steps. He despatched an army across the Ganges, 
and earned his conquests farther than any sovereign since ^ 
the dalles of the great Mahmoud. Owing to the dangerous 
proximity of the Setjuks he removed hia court to Lahore, 
which thus in a manner became the capital of the empire. 

He reigned sixteen years, during which his country iiour- ' 
ished, and his subjects had compfimtive peace. 

Musaood II. was succeeded by his son Shere, who was 
almost immediately ass.Tssmflted by his brother Arsilia ; 
but fratricide soon met its own reward. Byram, a ^ 
r younger brother, fearing a similar ihtei fled to hie uncle 
Binjiir, chief of the Seljuks, who, espousing Lis cause, 
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< marched to Ghizni, and defeating Ai^sllla under sia very 
ll woUsf, placed Eyram on the throne. Byram made two 
1 expeditions to India to chastise Ualin, viceroy of Lahore, 
^ who was aiming at iadei>endent sovereign^. He was 
victorious on both occasions, and on the second hie 
troublesome enemy wiw eflectuidly dispcS*ed of by being 
eugulphed with his whole finnily in a qtiagmire. 

But there were other lieutenants of the Ohiznion empire 
equally oirtbitious with the viceroy of Lahore ; and it was 
the cruelty rlisplnyed by Bymm in tlie punishment of one 
‘ of these rebellious princes tJiat canset-l tlie fmaT overthrow 
of the family of MjihmouiL 

The mountainotia kingdom of Gbor was still nominally 
1 ' a province of the Glilzuian empire. It was conquered and 
auuexed by Mahmoud, but continued to be ruled in his 
name and that of his suecessuis by hereditary prince of 
the Soor tribe of Afghans. Its inhabitants laid elaim to 
the highest antiquity of race, and affected a sujwrior 
* sanctity on the score that they were specially converted 
by Ali himself, the son-in-law of the Prophet, Cuttub, 
the reigniflg prince of Ghor, had married the daughter of 
the rebel Balui, and was probably an abettor of his treason. 
Under the garb of fricnilshlp, Bynim inrited him to 
Ghizni, and when there treacherously poisoned him. 

* . Sief, the brother of Cuttub, immediately collected a 
large army, and attacked Ghizni. Byram was driven 
from his kingdom to tlie bordem of Imlia, and Sief was 
by the consent of the people crowned in his stead. But 
during the winter months liynun returned with a large 
army, and being assisCed liom within soon regained his 
capital, 

Sief was takeit prisoner, and barbarously tortured and 
slain, w’hilst his rizier Mujud, a Syed, or lineal descend¬ 
ant of the Prophet, was impaled alive. 

Alla, the brother of Cuttub and Sief, who then com¬ 
manded in Gbor, advanced to avenge his brothers and 
the holy Syed; and in the year 1152 Byraxn was a second 
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dmti forced to fly to Indifi, where he soon died, after a *, ‘ 
disastrous reign of tliirty-ftve yeara, 

Gliizid waa iit lliis period without douht the moa t ^ 
highly^domed city of the Eastern, worhi The mosque^^ 
die gardens, the baziuire, aqueducts and palaces eoiistructe^l 
and enriched by "die golden linrveatsi of a ceuturj' of suc¬ 
cessful pillage of the wealthiest regiou in the world, had 
inspired the song of many an Eastern poet, and raised the 
envy of the splendid vicars of tile Prophet themselves. 

But the fierce soul of Alla, called from bis ferocious dis¬ 
position die “Burner of the World,” experienced no 
spark of tenderness for the luxiirioiis capiL'il of the mur¬ 
derers of Ills race. Eor six dnys was this fair city and all 
it contained given over to the ravages of the fierce moun¬ 
taineers of Ghur, and on the seventh the fury of the flames 
and tlie ininieiniity of tlio ruins alone bore wituefe to its 
former magnificence and extentv 
There wosonereOnement of cruelly attending the destruc« 
tion of Ghizni that only an Eastern despot could have con¬ 
ceived and a merciless soldier have executed. A number . 
of the first cidzens of Ghizni were marched in Chains to 
the city of Ghor, a distance of 250 miles, each witli a bag 
of clay round Ids neck, which, at the end of their iiiehiu- 
choly jouniey, they were compelled to mix with their own 
blood to compose the mortar for a tower that was to celo- ^ 
brate the destruction of their capital 

Alla defiled the very graves of the royal family of ^ 
Ghizni; but in consideration of the valour of Mahmoud 
audMusaood, and of the sanctity of Ibrahim, he spared, 
tlieir tombs from desecration. * 
lie lictuined to Ghor, leaving ruin and desolatioii ^ 
where all had hitherto bc 2 en s[dendour and luxury. He 
completed the conquest of the northern provinces of the 
Ghiznian empire, and attacked and took Herat aud 
Balkh, but was in his turn defeated by Sinjur the Seljuk, ^ 
and with difficulty escaped with life. He died in a.d. 

1155 three years after tlic fell of Ghizni. His son sue- 
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ceetlcd him, but was killed, by tlie Turks in less tlitia a 
year, and Lis Euccessor, Teas, appointed hh* brother Mo- 
ham med tlie governor of hJs ludlen provinces. 

Chuseru, the .'ion of Bymui, bad, in the mean time., re¬ 
treated to Labare, and ruled there over the Indian pro¬ 
vinces of Gliizni in couipumtive peae'e. He ar. t.tMTtpte<l 
to regain his capital, but was defeated by tlw Turks or 
Moguls, who, on the rotum of AHa to Ghor, had tM:cuj>ie<l 
tire city, Chusero reigned seven years, and wfta succeeded 
b 3 '' his son Chiiscir) 11. 


Shahab Mohammed, nppninteil by his brotlier Yeas 
King of Glior, governor of liin Iiidiim jjrovinee-s, was 
a warrior of the tempenunent of the great Mohum- 
mod of Ghusiii. War wag his occupation and delight, 
and during a period of twenty-five years his sword 
scarcely knew its scabbard He conquered the valley 
of PeshaiiViir, together with Moiillan ^, and all the pro¬ 
vinces of the Indus ; and twice ho besiegeti Chusero 
9 ill his capital of Lai lore without succest*, but the thii*d 
lime he efftKJted bt’’ treachery what his iirins were unable 
to accomplish. 

On one of the preccdiiig espcdi'tiong, Clmsoro had deli¬ 
vered his son to Mohammed as a hostage for his good beha¬ 
viour ; and this circnmgtaQce was now turned by the cruftv 
Prince of Ghor to the Jinid destruction of the family of 
, Mahmoud. Giving out that having every confidence in 
the good faith of Chusero, he intended to turn his 
anus against the Scljuks, lie gent back his hostage with 
fi magnificent retinue by short marches to I^diore; wliilst 
Chusero, auxioug to ciubmee his son, advanced by lung 
march eg to meet him. lu the mean dmo Moham med, 
with 20,000 horse, made a circuit, and ruarddng with 
incredible speed, got between Chusero and his capiLHl. 

* This happened in a.d. 1IS6; and a few monilia later 
^ Cliusero, with all his family, -weie put to deatli, and tlie 
dynasty of Mahmoud for ever extinguished, Tltig dy- 
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nasty lasted altogeilier 189 3 ’eats, duriug Tvliitjli period T 
eleTOQ sovereigns reirrued at Gliizid and t^Yo at Ldiure. 
Mahmoud was tlie only great monorcli of his mse ; aiiJ 
from the Jjonr of his death the empire he had acipirt'i^'^ 
wit!) so much lalwur and lilood began to fall away from 
Ms descendants. Tin less than 150 yc?ars scarcely an acre 
of tlic mighty empire extending from Delhi to Ispolian 
mberitod by MusaootL, remained to Chusero. 

The growing power of tlie great Turkoman race first 
sliook the fonnclaiiotie of the Ghlitiiivite empire; but the 
final niiu was caused by internal disruption and weakness. 
During this period iimiimemble warlike ex|XKiitiona wero 
made to Hindostan, but no warrior of his race ever 
penetrated so far aa Mahmoud; and thougli in tlie Pun- 
janb, and tlie provincta on the Imlus, where the con¬ 
querors liad established themselves in force, the ctistunis 
of more northern cLLmes were blended with those of 
India; — tlie tapering minarets of Mam replaced the *' 
massive temples of the Hindoo?, and the eliLssicai Banscrit 
retired before the forcible but more Ijiiibiirous Hindo- ^ 
stance ;—Moslem influence was entirely confinert to tliese 
regions; and even the tiikhig of Oanouje by MaJimoud 
caused as httle amriety to the southern ix>pulitiun of llin- 
do^rtan as the conqueat of Geneva by the Saracens in the 
tentli century did to our own skiii-clad conntTymen. . ' 

The same year that witnessed the ruin of the Ghiznivite ^ 
dpasty saw also the fail of tiie Seljuks, wIjo had ennsed 
in The power of the SeIJnks endured little more than 
sixty years; but during that short period the valour and 
martial prowess of Togrul, Alp Arslan, and Mallek, pras- 
trated all Asia at their fecL The rapid growth of their 
power was the cause of iheir speedy decline; and the 
impossibility of maint.-iining order over boundless regions, 
and Tefltra.iu.ing the ambition of princely >‘iceroTB, caused 
their ruin, as it had done tliat of almost every eastern 
empire that liad preceded tliem. The lieutenants of 
Sinjur, tlie son of Mallek, the fourth sovereign of the 
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Seljiikd, contenried amotigst themselves for supremacy, 
and (livideil tlie empire. 

In England ihirleen and in France six sovereigna 
vere contemponirira of the Gliiznivite dynasty, whilst, 
(luring the same period no less than tliirty-eeveu popes 
ascended the idiair of St. Peter* Four successive dynas¬ 
ties usurped the throne of England; and it was the spirit 
of her people ahnie that saved her humillntinii as 
supreme as that attcuding the min of the last sovereign 
of the lionse of Malimon d. A consideration of the fol¬ 
lowing short chronological data wdll show that if Tmlia 
had cause to groan under cmei(y and opprffi.riou, the 
condition of tlie other portions of die known world was 
but little better:— 

^W2. Grcit mEMikm of Jkji&a bj Etbalftfd of Bnfrlwid. 

1018 l NomulOH inTA^E ItAJj* 

1Q30+ AEqj^betb Dimcim bail wuira ^ cftWfi-n of Srotlind. 

The TtufkA itMiio 

10&6, Tho Tiirti! o^^ETthrow the Ciliphii. 

I0u8, Si^mcena drireo out of Sidly. 

lOftL TEiie of iho riiiJ Ikoliinis of Gnelphe Jkml GhiboDin^ 

lOB&j ^Itidliinlncin of Older of Sju^iIiLs of Jemadeiu. 

-Firat Oniflide of PeDor tbs Hmnlt. 

lD9d, Crnsadere tiiko rVudoch, 

JOOOr Jcruaali^m ^kun bj Godfrey of Boulo^e. 

Sfluncons diiTOD out of PortUgnlH 
li47. fW'omd of Sl Ik^nmrC 

11 ST, Jorcksalem tiiken hy 

llSft Thinl cniindti of llitbuiTd L oud FMiip Ati^ihu, 
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^ Hb war alnuMt % ecEuterapoTaiy of our own Hamy Beaudon;. 

* This wa* A fair hut Ihu BaIuIa iDP43t?4iTlJf H fitorj of fliJ Ab^li^illUJl 

prince tliat quite throws Ibnkbim In th-B J?1iii4e. A pobl*? of Ahv-jEnnia ap- 
jwared Hi courtji Rzul predated to hie eoYore^ ei|?hty som all (it to carry 
arms. Tho kfo^ TvceiTeii him graduuilrf and luquirefl how umuy he 
Lad [ *• No more,’^ replied the nuhlo. « No moro] *' oxelniuicd the £o?ondpi 
in a Mgo. “ Clot of Miy eaJf ; uothore iwj wqmistj in niy dominioni ? 
Mcdey lahmael; of Jtgioccop la said to haTe hid 700 who ap^ 
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pcflTcd on u wurion In tiiti onny of tLeir &tiLor^ bo notoii&iu. for 

biBcriJi^il ferocltj. 

* ^alumm^ obt^unod Iho <!ltj ^ Ajdja 'bfj fitratogeuL Bo amt a pifratc 
mmagfi to tbe TTija'n wilb^ pKonlBlD^ to uiur^ bof If ibo would ipako nw^j 
wltb bur husband. She th^hed hiTn far land oflor of mntrimcmT, biit 
focuiued berhJf an the koto of being too u1d| nddingi bowarof^ that fihe 
bnd a Toiy beotdifuJ duiigbtorp who wQuld be most happy to Wermie big 
bride; and ifj p 4 a nuimige pnrlMmj be would healovr on bertbe temtorr 
at Adja ebe wuM aooa find mBnnn to diapose of the nyn. Mobamuied 
made a felut of accepting ihe n^uditionSj be muried the ^ughler and 
ioIIikI har amon^l tfau faith fi ll j iba mja was poifioioedj aind the fidtbleea 
wife h^ duE lewnrd; hj being cw^ed ufi to Obiznii wbera abe Boea 

ikfter died io piisoa. 
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UiDHAMM ED OF OEOR IKTaDES HIKBO^rAK. ’ — IS DEFEaIeD ftT PlittdWEA. 
Tll£ DI5SHff3JOS3 Of THU OIUSAT PRINCES OP IXEUA.—TUB 

QrARR14« BETWEEf niHal/TRA ANI^ TOE UNa OF CANOUii:;-PITnOWRA 

CAfiSJO OFF IHE DAUOJUER CF JHlCHtlHOp ASU EETEZATS TO &ELII1.— 
TOE JfAIi OP DlXfil;, AJrP THE DEATH OF FlTlll>1>fRA AND HJS FOLLOW EHS. 


Tub mountain tcgion of Ghor, situated midway botiweeu 
Gabu] <vtid Balkh, waa the nuraery of the fierce AJTghan 
raeea who, for five ceuturies, fiimiahed the greater nmuber 
of the monorchs of Hindostan. Foaseasiug the main chan* 
uel by which the wealth of Ind floiiVed iroin the banks 
of the Indus to the great cities,of BaJkh, Bokhara, and 
Samarcand, the Afighons were a race ol wacnor tuerchants 
Tvhoi, by turns, monopolised or taxed the overland trade 
through tlieir dominions. 

We have seen how Ala, the Burner of the World,” 
destroyed the fair city of Ghlzni. His triumph was short. 
Tlic following year he was attacked and. taken prisoner 
by the Seljuk Turcomans, and liis capital pillag^. He 
was soon restored to liberty, when his conquerors in turn 
succumbed before the fierce onahiught of a more nortliem 
race of warriors.' He did not long survive his captivity, 
and died after a turbulent reign of four years. 

He was succeeded* by his son, Seii^ wlio assaa- 
rinuted by one of his chiefs in less than a year. 
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Gheifts, his cousin, immediately moiuited the throne, 
and lussociated his brother, MoLaniuied Shabab, with 
him in llic government. Gheias appears to have been ^ 
nn indolent prince, taking his ease at Herat and Ghizni, 
and oidy oi;casioiiiiliy ronsiug himself to take part in the 
imceasiug w'am that constituted the oceupatiun of his 
brother. 

W^e have already seen hovr Mohammed of Olior, after 
two unsuccessful invasions, iiuatly captured Laliore, the 
atroiigliold of Chuset'o, and utterly cxdngtiiahed tlie 
last sovereign of the faUeu house of Mahmoud. 

There ivas now no M nssiilnmn power between Moham¬ 
med and tlie wealth of India, and he lost no tim e in 
chitehing the pruie that lay within Ida grasp ; imd in a.d. 
1191 he advanced into llindostan, and in vailed the 
kingdom of Ajrnere. 

Delhi and .4jmere were, at this period, united ntider 
Pithowra, chief of the Chohans, the most ancient of the 
princely races of Hajfioot. He was tlieir Fakidin, de¬ 
scribed by their poets as imtunmal inoon, for pn uma- 
TTient to the tribe of the Chohans.” Under his banner 
fought all that t%*aa brave and noble in HindosUuL The 
two anniea met on the banks of the Sirauttl, fourteen 
miles from Taiinas.saT, and about eighty from Delhi. The 
contest was long and fierce; but at length the native 
powers gained the advantage, and the Moslems wca'e 
forced to give way. Def*peratc at the prospect of defeat 
by a foe he was accustomed to ilespise, Mohammed di^ 
played the devotion that had saved his great predeC’<Ksor 
in conquest on a similar occitsion. Conjurhig his omraha 
in the name of the Prophet to foEow him to glory or 
death, he hdudod a fierce charge, and singling out tlie Kiug 
of Delhi, engaged him in mortal combat. 

Well did Mohammed sustain the hereditary valour of 
his AfTghan lineage. Although only on horseback, lie 
attackcil the war elepliont of Pithowra, and such was his 
unequalled strcngtli, that, with one dash of his spear, he 
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druro out tliree of the bock teeth of thut eiiormoiis 
but hia giilluutry wus in viiin, Pithowni wounded 
him mth hia lance, and he was only anvetl from destriio- 
tion by the devotion of his wjn’anta. Ills army was scat¬ 
tered and puraueil a diatiuice of fort}'' whilst he 
carried, almost iuseiiEiblc, to Lnliom, * 

When he neCoveretl, he dtsgi’aeed tliose omrnhs who had 
aought safety in the speed of their horses* by obliging 
them to walk round the city wntlt the uosebt^ of their 
chaTgers fastened round their necks; at the aiuue time 
giv ing them the dioice of eiuing the fodder, or of having 
their heads atruck olh Mohammed retmsied to Glior, and 
ufteiwurds to Ghizul, where he consoled liimselF for liis 
defeat by the voluptuous enjoyment of eveiy Eastern 
lujoiry. Ill the mean time the dissensioiis of the great 
princes of Hiudostan were involving them in a atrtiggle 
which eventually conaumniatcd their own ruin, and eslub- 
liahed Moslem nde iu tlie most ancient capinds of India. 

The Mm^ulman power had hitherto made iteelf fell hi 
tlie iiortli of Hiitdostoii, more by repeated inroads tlnm 
by actual occiipatiou; and although tiunierous kingdoms 
acknowledged its ride, and the coin of many cities w'as 
stoiujied isith tlic name and titles of the deticeiidants of 
Sultan Mahmoud, the head of the state still resided at 
Giu?.ni and Lahoi%. 

Delhi and Canotije had more than once fallen a prey 
to tlio rapine of the invaders, or been nmsomed by the 
wealth O'f their citizens; but in the year 1105 they fell 
permanently into the hands of the Mussulmans, and the 
crescent and green 1kg of Islam waved over these capital 
cities of ilinJostnu, there to remain until tinully lowered, 
before the cross and bayonet of the Chiistitm. 

I before mentioned, Brndostan was, at this period, 
divided into the four kingdoms of Conouje, Delhi, Mewar^, 
and Anhulwarru or Gnzerat- Of these, Cainoide and Delhi 
ivere the most powerful. Wlieu the last of the family 
of the craven Komili, who abandoned hi) kingdom and 


CHAP. 

vnr. 

iioiT 

f’ 



TlIE PRI^’GES OP ISDIA, 


BOOK 



1191 . 


hit? creed ut the bidtling of MAliinoud of Gliimi, was 
tltis^yed by t]ie indigiiaut pniices of Ilindostiin, hij 
capitfll was viicjiQt to l>ecoiDe the prize of the iiiot<t dftritig'. 
iJya ChfUiJru, cJiicf of the Itahtorc Rajpoots, “ concpiered 
by his OW'D am the unequalled kingdom of Cimoiije," 

Kud liid desceudimt, Jeidiund, now sal on his tlirooe. The 
kingdom of Dellii o\TDed tile sway of Pitliowra, the 
reuotracHl chief of tliG Chohana. Tliu ktter diiimed supre- 
uiacy over all die countries westw urd to tlie Indus, eui- 
biudiig the Innd v^ ateml by its {irma,fi‘om the foot of the 
Himaluya to the Aravulii chain; and numbered'amongst 
his otle hundrcd and eiglu great vassals many of the sulj- 
onlimite priueea of India. 

Ihe terntoiy of Jeichuud extendetl north to tlie foot of 
the Snowy Mtauiiiuns; eastward, to Ifejiares, across the 
Oiumbii] to Bundelkund; on the south, it met Mewar, 

Uoth Clioliiuis and Rahtores were Rajpoots of the pimest 
descent; and, in order clearly to nndemtarid the romanfie 
tale that termiimtefi their dominion in Hindostan. it is ^ 
necessary to cismnine dm hiatoiy of this mible and 
citihiilraiis people. 

Prolmbly no family of the human race ever possessed 
so hberal a portion of that essence of reckless daring 
calletl chivalry by poets and romancen«, as the Raj- 
pwta of India. They were, in all prubabilitv, of liido- ' 
Htythic ongin, and avulted in an unbroken line of 
male ancestors for 1300 years, lliey worshipped the 
sun, the horee, and the swortl, and believed in a hero’s 
hmven (calfed Sumtoca), dial oombinal all die luxuries 
r Mflliumed widi dm strife and feasting . 

of the W alalia. Wkr Vntis the breath of their noatrils ^ 

and, except a death by disease, no condition of exisiH 
once earned wi^ it greater lerroi? than a Ufe of 
peace/ The slightest cause fiiTuklied them widi the 
ineam of avoiding either alternative. Where all were 
anxious to fight, the heedless twirl of the moustache, or 
an idle word sjjokeu in jest, were snflicient to cause die ^ 
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{It^adliest warp; and whilst one fierce warrior undertook cuap. 
a caiupnign, solely to recover the plume of hla helmet lost 
in a toi rrier battle, where his monarch fell, Jinother, finding ^TTsi, 
himself sinking, and, imfortunuteljj at ponce with all his 
ftx?3, Bent word to one of them to beg him, ns a great 
favour, for one more battle, in the midst of which his 
soul might part in peace.® 

Exulting in the purity of their descent^ they valued 
the honour of their women far aliove life or lauds. No 
insult was more dreaded, than that offered to a wife or 
mistresii; and no revenge so sweet as that enjoyed by the 
Bucceftsfid warrior, beloved by the wives of his conquered 
foes. Every Knjpoot expected of his wife the voliintarv 
sacrifice of the Sitti, when he was removed to the realms 
of dciitli I and never hesitated to insist upon the forced 
one of the Johar ® when the fortime of war threatened 
to place them in the hands of their enemies. Their first 
law wfl 9 “to get land their greatest crime a foTgetfiil- 
ness of fiivonrs. In pursuit of the former no war was 
too unjust, no dangers too great; and 60,000 years in 
the lowest hell was the doom assigned to those who 
violated their faith or forgot a favour. 

The narmtion of events that delivered Delhi and 
Cunouje over to the Mussulmans, is one of the most 
channiiig romances in history. Tlie pages of Froissart 
and Amadia de Gaul do not contain more stirring tales 
of heroism; and never' did the brain of a Quixote con¬ 
ceive or the arm of a Cid carry out more desperate acta 
of daring enterprise. 

In the centre of Hmdostac, amongst a dusky race of 
womors at tliat time unknown in Europe, we are startled 
by an episode of real life, dLspIaying deeds as fearless, and 
devotion as complete, as any that could be found nniongat 
the chosen band of Europe^g chivalry, at that very time 
time besieging Askalon under McLard of the Lion 
Heart. , 

Jtiichund, the monarch of Canonje, was probably at % 
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that period tiie moat poiiVOTfiil, as he was the most 
liberol, of aU the iiovereigoa of Itidia. Adveiiturets uf afl 
nations and religions fuund tinploynieiit in Itis scrrice j 
and master of all the wealth and resources of hitlierto' 
unrilled Bengid, he could bring into the field an army 
numbering S(J,fJ60 men in armour, 30,U(10 home covered 
with quilted mail, 3U«,000 inCmtiy, 200,(JU0 Ijowmen 
and asenien, besides a duud of elephants bearing 
Tvarrioi's. 


His liistorians nJate, that he overeame many iieigli- 
bouriiig sovereigns, making eight tributary kings prisoni^; 
that he twice overnni the Id^doms of Anhulwarra and 
Guzemt. and ejttended bis conquests north of the IS^ei- 
hiiddu, into the heart of the Deccan. 

He shared with the gallant Pithowra the glorious 
victory where the northern legions of the King of Ghor 
wem ^iven like chafl' before llie troops of ffindostaii, 
and the Nilab or blue water, changed iu name to 
boorchnb or red, from the blood of the skin ■ at len^nh 
m the fulness of his pride, lie determined to have div^e 
honoui^ paid Mm in the rite of Soenair . or'Fetist of 
liajaii, a t^tinctiou involving the moat august ceremony, 
and conadered as a viitual assumption of nuiversal power 
celebnitiou of this fijnst had only been recorded 
m fable, and had generally been attended with disaster . 
so that no dynasty of India, since the ^lavs of the Fandus 
or early momm.b of the oountjy, Imd dared to revive it 
Not even the mighty Vicrimm, wlio introduced liis ow^n 
ei-a, hud the audacity to attempt*what the llulitoic de* 
temlined to execute. 


M India WHS agitated by the reports of the ma^mifi- 
cence oHlm proparaiions for this sacred rite, in which 
eveiy office, dmvTJ to the scullions of tlie banquet LalL 
mas be performed byKajas; and mritatiom wertMks^ 
patched to eveiy prince, desmug him to assist at the 
pompous festival, which was to conclude with the iiun- 
tuils of die Raja’s only daughter, who, accortUng to the 
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ciwtom of those days, would select lier future lord from 
the Bpfeiubled cliivaliy of Tudk. 

Tlie Hajpoot Iwu-d dibtea on the revehy tuid tnagni* 
ficeuce of the scene; the apleiiddui' of the Yug-SiJa, or 
llull of Sacrifice, siirpasniug tJI povrius of* description, in 
^vhioh were assembled uU the Priuces’ of Imlin, save 
I'itliowra Lord of the Chohoiis, luitl hia brother-iu-law 
Saniarsi of Cheetore, who ecorued this nssumptioa of 
superiority of die Eiija of Caiiouje. P^lllo^i^Ta was at one 
time, indeed, making preparations for the journey; but he 
was reminded that die empire by right belonged to the 
Chohan dynasty, iiud consequently that a BaJitore was 
not qualified to insist upon such a sacrifioe. These w'ords 
* kindled the fiames of resentment in the heart of Pitliowra, 
and he refused to set out on his journey. 

No sootier was the disaflectiou of Pithowra known at 
Canouje than Jeiehuud ivlslied to march at once on Delhi, 
and compel him at the sword's point to be present at his 
coroiuition; but time was short, and the Braiumiis urgent, 
nud he Iktened to those who counselled discretion as the 
better part. The avuus of money CNpeuded on diese more 
than regal festiTities were enormous ; and the priests, 'who 
were alarmed lest accident should interfere 'with their 
golden harvest, soon hit upon a plaji, ijy w^hich the cele^ 
^bnilipu might becoiiducteil b i>erfect ortler, notwitlietand- 
iug tlic absence of the contumacious liaja. 

Acwnling to Hindoo law, the presence of Pithowra, 
and his brother-in-law Bom ansi, of Cheetore, was absolutely 
necessary to the projief obscrvnnce of die ceremony of 
supreme inauguratiou \ but, as b the particular case, they 
could not produce the origiuak, it was w'iscly dctemiined 
that them elfigies made of gold would answer the same 
purpose. Imuges ivere accordingly made, and the most 
servile posts assigned to them ; that of the khig of die 
Chobans bemg porter of tlie hall, the moat liuniiliating 
office a high-enste Hindoo can perform, 

Pithoivin's whole life w’os one succession of feato of 
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arms and gallantry; geTCii tlmos had lie defeated the klngg 
, of Ghor and Ghizni, and seven timea coitied hia arms 
to the gates of liihore. His lineage was the liighest of ^ 
the whole eompany; no wonder that the blood iiiheriteti 
from a long line of heroeg boiled in hia veins at so 
public an maulC; oiul he swore by every god of the 
Hindoo calendar ^ tliat he would be avenged. 

Accordingly, having disguised himgelf, and selected 500 
picked warriors, he proceeded secretly to Canoujc, a dis¬ 
tance of rather more than 200 miles, with tlie full deter- 
ininatioii of making the HoJitore smart for his contemji- 
tiious treatment of a Cbohan. When he arrived at CanoiQ e 
he mixed with the crowd that a celeliration of any kind 
utII always collect in an Indian city ; and watching his * 
opportunity, attacked the palace in the height <jf the 
festival, seized his golden image, and afler oommittirig 
great ekiighter, cat his way back in triumph to Delhi. 

Wliatever might have been the subsequent result of 
this daring insult to the great Ihija iti his owti capital, 
thus bearding the lion in liia don, the immediate catas¬ 
trophe was accelerated by a domestic ecniiplicution that 
was probably as unexpected os it ivaa untoward. 

In all ages and quartern of the w-orM women have ad¬ 
mired valour and adored heroes; and although history 
does not endorse the assertion, that “ none but the brave 
deserve the fair,” it yet establishes the tact that at aiiynite 
tliey always succeed in obtaining the favoura of tlie kifter 
sex. From the curliest mythological liajB of Mars and 
Hercules to the present, it has always been the right of 
valour to be beloved by iieauty; and the pages of his- 
tory justify and even applaud many a fair dame who 
has quitted her legitimate spouse, for no other reason 
than that she had found a braver lover.® And even 
amongst good Christians the right of repudiating a 
husband of negative epirit for a lover of positive luui. ^ 
lUiistnous valour has been asserted and exercised® ivithout 
disgrace. 
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lady of iijg aflbctions, Aa luay be imagined^ stich de¬ 
votion d ifl not ’iviiit long for its rewortL Vmc 3 and young 
wnmeu are liard to keep, and tie princess who might per¬ 
haps have successfully resisted her own love, was poweriess 
agninst tliat whicli she inspired. It was not long before 
die found an opportunity to join her il^yal lover, with 
^vhoni she fled toTvards Delhi* 

Pitliowra bore off the prize in fuH (Liy, A dn'^pei’ate 
running light of five dap took place ; and bmvely did lus 
paladins defend their lord. Insensible apparently to their 
own mortality, they stood one before tlie other, and with 
tlieir lives opposed tlie troops of Jcichund. 

Pithowra and Ids bride reached Delhi in safety, but 
.. nearly all his bravest warriors were left dead on the roiiil 
In the words of the bard, “he preserveti bLs prize, and 
gained immortal renown, but ho lost the sinews of Delhi,” 
Anived in his lusferious capital, surrounded by brave and 
devoted troops, w’ho kept his enemies at a (Stance, the 
fiite of the great Triumvir overtook Pitliowra. He yielded 
hiniself to the agreeable society of hia young bride, and 
neglected to prepare liimsclf for tlie day of retribution 
which his repeated insults towards his powerful rival ren¬ 
dered inerinible. Fierce and constant were now the con¬ 
tests on the Gtli-nadi or Blackwater, the boundaiy stream 
■"that separated the kingdoms of Dellu and Canouje j but 
it wns not tOl Jeichuud culled in the assistance of Cuttub, 
the successful general of Mohammed of Ghor, that Delhi 
wiis taken, and Pithowra and Stunarsi, with nil the heroes 
of Delhi nnd Cheetore, met a glorious death on tlie 
banks of the Cogger. 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER vni. 

^ Tbd tnbo of Turka long ao^tlod La KipoLuk 

* Tlklfl ifl flicnplj hnpawibl? | but It to iLd cxaggomtod 

totie of nAt] biatoriaDs. 

*Mi'Wsr-“A CQmipdDii of !Uj^a-WEr — the ceatral repon esteiiding 
^nm tb^ loOgilDiil of Ihiliil iiM OuiuAL 

* TLst wo™ wHentiBiIly whai iHo fipHnuiniH “ Ilombra da 

^ Nothing A Itnjpoot dieflded eo luu^ib si dying hy disea^r In M7o dis^ 
ouo mmid Kat^uI ChjhrhiVk^ mjm of JoflfiulmDFu, a long cdujsu of tic- 
torioiw wnHiirap in which ho RiilMliiod Tfcriotia of country,, Evon to tliO 

beait of (ho Funjauhr In this Btate he determine ta die m he hadlived^ 
with Muifl La Ma huidd; hat. Jmniag no foe nenr with whom to copop ba 
Aont HD omhiiJAy to the Longa Pciuee of bToaltaiir to bog u a liAL favoinr 
the joDd-diLn^ or " gift of baitJe/* thut bis ehiLiI imgbt OBCupe by the eteol of 
bifi fo^nun^ and out fall n nurihce to slow iliaE!aBe. wHio Prince^ inspecting 
treacbEiy-p hesitated, hnt the hhattij rrteMengerp pledged bU word that bis 
master oniy wished an bononimhie death,^ and that he wonld only hring 500 
men to the emnhat. Tfao rh allL'ngu bolng Aocoptjuil, tbo Itawiil called his 
clanamcn ofonnd hiitrij^ and reconnted wknt ho bod douo ; aeTon hundred selDot 
Rajpoata who had shared all hls Tictories immediately ToJonteorod ti» take 
the lojit Held and make ohlalioti of their Uvoe with ibolr luudtrr} prerinna to 
Betting forth he amingvd his affairop and appointed hia bodb to st'pAr4kte 
pottiuOd of hia kingdoDL. Memnwhiie Kawnl Ehaohieik nuuohptl ta Dhou- 
niapnor to part with life. ’VMien he hcaiil Unit Uic rrfnre of Mooltan 
WBJ withlii foiir niiJcs hlfl Boul Tvjoloed^ bo performed his shlutiDoSp wor- 
Hhipped the award and the godsij, bestowed chantyp. and withdrew bia thon^ta 
from thisi world. The battle lastod two hutifSp and Rnwid fell, with all bis 
hin, after parfommtg prodigies of wdoiir. 2000 Ebtma ^togHtbor full 
Lenoftth tbeir swurde ^ after the laattlo the king nilLimwl to ^looltan^ 

Menu CDEommidB: ^Should the king draw near hii cud tbrougb some 
incnrable disaase, bs muat bestow on the priests oil his ricbefl accimnilatad 
f[ikttL legal hne^ and hoTing duly COmuliUetl hla kLagdnm to bia^pOt let 
blm sBcb defitb in htitlle^ or, if theru bi no war^ by ahatBining i3bd,'^ 

* Bflti wita ielf'^aociidea aftcj tho death of the bmh&nd| Job or during hia 
lihitilnC. 

There aro lb™? bandred ndllioni of tbetn [ 

* Sea the IjTes of Phelidonia and jVcjrotatUa. 

* In the fifth tenturyp Bftffina, wife of ft king of Thtircngk, left bar htiahand 
and repaired to Childcric^ King of Francej telling Mm ibi* did bo bamuaG 
he was a bjuTer tniin; and adding that had ehc liown a hraTerman than 

f. hiEBp the Wonld hfiTfl gODA to biin to the tittennost parts of tbe eartii ; hut 
she did a more tEmnrkable thing thnn this-^^isbe ftetuidly reconcCcd her two 
biiahiiflilA 2 
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♦T™ ^ to wLjdi tlia meoDS qf Mcnt wmiqmiida- 

^ disnUam of tha l^giem hanum^ may be 
gBtoeted toom tbo folioviDg m Lum's •* Ar^ioo Ntobti";^ ^ 

em^IrZT^X ’“‘i.!!!i* ^ flowetB, ft tHk tR«d, Knne men- 

a® cbooi cf ft tmwicMl jflatntmeiiL Sbt, mtimied Jb/^ 

-d . qf . 

» (>nin^ to pay ber M sre^f Ti^t) - |,u„pj, ^ 

*»id 

l“«niiiieiit’'(tlnitll,^wiHdabcaiil«itaiiiHl,ritIiiBiurc)!"* 

of ftlue pliuit,*’ (^Kenw) f “ time cqrom awdi" fdiuo 
for topee ^te)} plant naed in wnlh^ (thM Jiba w» goiiw to tbs^^ 
imdwoiddtabetoatoiTwrtuMlyof sefflogldm), ffwtosimtli 

^ncho sabe la lom, pcro Baba maa la daina fluacitinito. 
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Ht^HAMKEI* RiJSES FOMEs rOfi A CJllfflAD* AOAmST m»lA. _ DcFFAl 

^ WOHAVMtD TTHSB im Anna aCAUTST hesgai, 
Tin; /ALL OF BENARES. ^ III; BSTUttSS TO GIUESl. — mS DEAtH m 

^ TilE ^™o».TT 

»n-in.l.aw, who okeatlt extends the £,;p,he. ^ 

THE FlfiBCE CAftHn Or OENfllUS TtlE SHEJlURr* ^jya. 


iim. 


WJ lieutputmt, Cuttub, a.d 

. n93, niis^ tJieemiJutioti of MohaDim^?, nnd the tetL 
foUowmg he mused ^umself from his repose Snd proachet 
a cruMde ngaimst India, a watchword to wliich in thosr 
days warriors fiprang ready armed &T>m the ground 
^ng a magnificent force of 100,000 home, reemitec] 
from TurH R>j^aus, and the fierce Afighaus fi-om the 
mounts of Ghor and Ghhmi, he crossed the Lidus and 
marched to Peshawur, Xever prolwibly was ™cli a 
splendid aroy of mercenaries ever nuu’shaUed arminat 
the devoted land of India; nearly eveir warhke E 
<jf ^orthem and Centiul .Vsm fnniiahed'her warrior, for 
thia grand effort of spoliation; and the glitter of tlirir 
™ of ^Id and silver, the tramp and neighing of Z 
eteedi^ and the fierce energy of Mohammed himfelf has 
^^tushed many a tale to the poets and tronbadonra of Uie 

\Vnien qne^onetl by one of his onimhs, romirdin- the 

dosoimta „f thU noMc fa-a-, Sr.,h.m,u«I 


r 


SAWC Oy CASQCJE. 

« Kiow okl man, tbit siiiou tUu time of my defeat in chap 
H indf.wtjin, notwidiatmiding external appeaitmees, I have ^ 

^ never slumbened in ease, or awaked but In sorrow and 
imxietj'. I have, therefore, determined, ivith thin army 
h* recover my lost honour liein Ihoae idolaters or die in 
the noble attempt.” 

He united hia troops with those of Cuttub, who met 
him with 50,000 horse, and advanced to Cnriotije, wliem 
he oncomitered the host of Jtiichimd, numbering 300,000 
and iududhig in Jta ranks no leas tlian InO princes/whJ 
had all sworn by the Ganges to dest^j their enemy, or 
qaalf the cup of martyrdom ? but « notwithstanding tlmir 
sounding threats, their rank-breaking elephanLs war- 
• treading hoi^ and bliwdthirsty soldieis, iWohainmed 
surprised their camp in the night, when this mighty army 
once shaken, was lost in its own ruins, and recoiled like 
a troubled torrent from the bltxxly phiini'*' The native 
anny was routed with immense slaughter, and Jcichgnd 
himself met a congenial death in the sacred Ganges.® 

Caiiouje Tivas taken and sacked; and thus die prtmJ 
Mpitid of thirty generations of mighty sovereigns sank 
for ever to the condition of a tliird-rato dty under the 
Moslem conqueror?. 

^ Canonje never renved; and during many centimes the 
e^ent of its mins and tiie glowing relations of barfiic 
ehromclers have alone attested its fonner nuignihceuce. 

But although the Eajpoot capital was destroyed, her 
sovereign and her bravest slain, the sons of those w'ljo 
liflcl umJe her famous in etoiya Btill reEiainod, jind per- 
petuated in a distant land the noblo quahties that had 
gained for tliem the palm of Indian chivalry. Sioje or 
Sivaji, the nephew of Jcichund, retired to Mnnvar® 
whicli then included the district from Sutledgo to the 
ocean, with a luindfiil of retaiiiera, and took fiers'ioe with 
a }>e^ duefrain of tlie desert. In less than four centuries 
w'e find the descendatils of these exiles of the Qauems, ' 
occupying nearly the whole desert. Imviug founded three 

lie 
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capitals, st^idded tlie laijd with feudal atrongliolds, aud 
capable of bringing iato the field 50,000 men, “ the suua 
of one &ther,’* to combat the emperor of Dellii.* 

After the victory of Canouje, Mohammed tm'iied his 
thoxiglils to the conquest of Bengal, hitherto exempt from 
Moslem mvasion. * During the next year he bxik the holy 
city of Benares, the most ancient scat of BTidiminical 
learning, and tlje fountain head of that subtle philosophy 
with vrhich tlie priestly caste hud for four thousand years 
delighted to confound the reason of their ibllowers. 

BeniU'ea is the sacre<l spot where the su]jrcnie himself 
ia supjio^d by oitliodox Ilindoos to spend three hours 
of every day, Tcclining (Itirmg the otlier nine on a large 
rock of black noimble, under ita aged jieepul tree, in a 
htlle court inside the fort of Cbiuiar. Thu sanctity 
of Betiares dates back to the days of fable. In very 
ancient ilays, ages beJbre history has any record, Pirn 
t!ie Desti'oyer, the most sovereign perisoii of the mndoo 
Trinity, built this wotidurful city of the pnitst gohl, 
aiided temples of preeious stones, and called it Caai or 
the Magnificent; but in course of time, in consequence of 
the wickedness of the people, he tinned it into amne; 
and lately its wickedtiess has so iucruased that dm 
imlignaiit gdl is itiU fiirtiicr displaying his anger, by 
converting dm atone edifices into huts of mud iiad 
thatch. 

Blit Bemirea had more urgent claims tiuin tlioae of 
sanctity or antiquity, on the flltenlion of Mohammed, Its 
temples, yet nnrilled Ijy the fierce soldiera of the north, 
were said to be the richest, hi the world; it was a city ''f 
pnests, and out of ii population of 600,00b souls, 60,000 
were officiating Bralimina, 

Muhamumd encountered but little opijoaition: at the 
first attack the Eaja waa defeated and slain, the city 
waa taken, the shrines jiillaged, atid die priests put to 
the sword. 

I( is recorded that after the victory, C'uttiib presented 
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Mobsnimod with 300 elephants, wlio all feU tlown on chap. 
llieir knees to him at the same irtoment, with the ex- 
ception of one wliite one, which refused to kneel, and liwi- 
nearly killed its driver.** Sroluimmecl returned tliia 
elephant to Cuttub, who rode it till his death i wlien the 
affectionate animal pined awaj* ivith tldble sorrow, and 
died tlie thinl day. 

A tlioniiaud temples were pillaged and destroyed in 
Benares alone, and the accnmtihitio'n of treasure was 
enormons. The army returned to Ohizni, and when 
Mohammed at the Iiead of Ids victoiio^is legions, followed 
by 4000 camels laden with the spoils of many cities, 
woimd through the plains that lay at the foot of his 
rooimiain capital, those ancients amougst the crowd tJiat 
tlironged the tamparts, who remembered Ghizni in her 
pride, grew young again as they gazetl on a sight that 
recalled to their memories the grandeur of their once 
unequalled city; and warmed into eloquence, aj they re¬ 
counted to their children s children, the stories they had 
listened to in tlidr youth, of the labnlous wojdth and 
gloiy of the first and gn^test Sultan of tlicir race. 

Mohammed of Ghor actually ijossessed supreme 
authodty in the Indian provinces of Ghizoi for tltirty- 
two years, tliough during twenty-nine years of this hk 
brother, Yeas-nl-Dicn, was nominal aovereign of tJie 
empire. He ownai a great portion of his conquesfa to the 
talent and vigour of his abves Cuttub and Eldoze. 

According to the custom of the East, Mohammetl 
bought and adopted slaves, whom he selected for die 
indulgence of a whim or their own merit. This tradic 
wa.s undumged since the patriarchal days, when FotipLar 
bought Joseph to look after his business.^ Tlie number 
of slaves thus purclmscd, who in those turbulent days 
Attained supreme authority in the East, is veiy striking ; 
and in India especially they founded a dynasty of slave 
kings. 

Mohammed made nine expeditions to India, and re- 
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tuiUGtl kdua mth spoil eeven timea. He left a trctisiire, 
the Dccouiil: of wLieh is iaeradible to nortliem initigiim- 
tioiis, but which ull Enatem siaflioritiefl ooirtjboTiite. He 
ivos c^cliy afiaassinaied by the Gickers or Jitti wJjen 
caiiipctl on the bAnha of the ilub, the seene of liia former 
defeat by Pitliowfa. 

Mohamtncfd left but one daughter, and at liis deatli the 
empire was divided among hig glavea. Eldoze kept paij- 
setmioii of Gliizrii and the riortiieni provinces; Nasir 
KubocM ndt^ Mooltun and Sdnde; wliikt Cuttub re- 
iiuiincd in nmdostan, and estubijglied his seat of empiixj 
At Lahore. 

Chittub, called the Polestar of Heligioa, moiuited the 
throne of Loliore a.d. 1205. He was the foandcr of ^ 
tfio dynasty of the slave kiuga, and was the first of tlie 
Mahoraedan monorchs wlio from choice estabhahed his 
capitid in India. He was a gloTious soklier, and victory 
attended arms from otic end of Hindostnn to another; 
lie recoTUiitered Midwn, Ouzemt, aud Ajnieni, embellished iv 
lleUiL, and budt the famous Cuttub minar, on the ruins, 
and with the renmins, of twenty-five Hindoo temples. 

ith einpiTG constantly udlhui his grasp, Cuttub never for 
n moment forgot his duty to Iiis patron and governor Mo¬ 
hammed of Cihor, and during his llfutune never aimed ut 
itidepeiideuL Sovereign iy. Like liiin, his itctual reign was of "* 
short duration, although his influence and power were exer- <• 

c^l during more than a quarter of a centuiy. He wus 
killed ut Delhi by a fuD from his horse when playing at ball, 

^ Cuttub possessed in, ita greatest perfection the Eastern 
virtue of generosity. Long before he ascended the 
throne, he wiis celebrated as the “ bestower of lacks and 
for centuries after his death, when a prince was m'arked 

“he is as generous as 

Cuttub was succeeded by his son Aram ; but he was ’ 
a weak pnne^ aud unable to control the fiery* omrahs of 
the sditxA of lu6 llitlier find Mohammed of Ghor. 
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a ijlilvc of Moliamiiied, reboUed, imd appropriated Suindu, 
Moil] tan, and other plaoca, wlulst Mohainifified of Chilligi, 
^ unothor slave, possessed himself of Bengal Several 
other princes declared their independence, till at length 
liis nobles finding tlie kbigdom dwindling to a mere pro 
riiico, compelled liim to resign the sovertignty to Altnnisli, 
the son-mdaw and adopted son of Cutiiib. 

Altuiudi was one of the most fam ous of the dpiasty of 
the slave kings, and Iiis history will illustrate the enpri- 
cious fortune tliat for some centuries r^ulaterl the destinies 
of the monarchy of ilindostan. He w'oa tlie favourite s<ni 
of a great chief in Tartar^’, but, like Joseph, incurring the 
Jealousy of his brethren, they stripperl Idni one day out 
* liiiutiiig, and traded him away to a company of slave tner- 
cliauta, who sold him to a prince of Eokhaia, in whose 
household he received a liberal cducaliotL At the death 
of this prince he was again exposed for sale, and bought 
by a merchant who carried liim to Ohizui Here the 
Emperor Mohammed of Glior heard of liis beauty aud 
talents, but could not agree with the merchant about tlie 
price; he was therefore taken back to Bokhara, as none 
dare bid against the king. At length Cuttub obtoinetl his 
sovereign’s permision to complete the purchase, which he 
^ did for 50,000 pieces of silver, Altumsh rapidly rose hi 
the household of Cuttub, tiU, at length, having married his 
daughter, he was created captain-general of the empire ; 
and when the incapable jtxom was deposed, he ivaa 
unanimously elected to die throne. In his more able 
hands, the empire vraa agam united, and the rebel governors 
were succ^sively defeated, 

Eldoze, tlie most powerful of these ambitiousi vassals 
who at the death of Hohnmmed had revolted, and 
established his authority in the northern provinces of tlie 
L empire, was defeated during an advance he made into 

\ Ilindostan; and being taken prisoner, soon died. Not 

content Avitli having establish^ his authori^, Altumali 
soon began to extend it Bengal, Bahar, and the provinces 
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of Sewaulik, were in titm reconquered and annexed : the 
strong ibrtnesa of Gwjilior was r^uced after a aege of 
tweKe mojitlis, and tii the nest year the wealtliY province 
of MaKva, was brought luider tiie nUe of tJie King of Delhi. 

hi the city of Oojeiti, in Malwn, AltLLUJsh deiitroyetl 
one of the few hblj places remaining to the petsceuted 
pi-iests of Drahma. The temple of ilalia Kali, the groat 
god of death, was one of the most magnificent in Hin- 
dtistaii: built on the exact plan of that of Somnauth 
Putluji, it was suiTonnded by a wall 100 cubiLn liigh, 
and its cotistructioii had occupied the space of 300 
Its founder was Bicker Mojit, tlie most revercsl of all tlte 
ancient nionarcha of India; tlie date of whose death w&s 
even in the daya of Akbur, the most popular era of the 
natives of ZQndost^in- 

Tlie temple wxs razed to the ground; and the idols of 
the gmit king and of the god of death ttiken to Delhi 
and broken at tin* door of the great mosque, Altunish 
wxs an enterprising, able, and good prince, and died in 
Ids bed, A.D. 1235, after a fHgually prosjnatnis reign of 
twenty-five years. Iti the mean time tlieGhoriau dynasty, 
west of^tlie Indus, "vviis overthromi by Mohammed, sidLan 
of Clianzni, who thought hJinself invinciiile. He had sub¬ 
dued Persia, Ehorassan, Bactriana, Cabul, Ghizni, Ghor, 
Transoxiana, and Lahore, and (in Eastern piirlaiice) reigned 
oyer a Imndred natioa^. But his vainglory tempted 
Iiim to dare the power of Genghis EJinn, at that period 
ravaging Xorthero Aaix The prodigious armies of these 
great conquerors met oti tlie plains of the Jaxartes, 
Mohfuumcd was defeated, and it Ls said, S5t),000 men 
were slain. Mohammed escaped with dilTiculty, and 
soon after aseassinated on an obscure island in the Cx^^pian 
Sea. His son, Jcbal-Mdin, attempted to retrieve his 
Jatlicr's defeat, but wxs foreefl Ijnck by the lexdons of 
Genghis to the banks of Lidus. Here he made a gloriops 
stand; Imt finding vietoiy hopeless, he forced hla liorse 
into the river", and reached the otlier bonk in safety. At 
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. tins moment Gongliis renched the bank, ami sev-cml of hh 
^ omcors wTsbccl to puRue him. but he nmikl not permit 
^ them r tlm ikrmg omruge of JebaUEdJiu esdtetl his ail- 
niirutioD, and he excliurned AvitJj entliusiniim, “ ILinnv the 
man who enii bonat of such a father I" Jehnl-Edtiin^ook 
tcmporaij reJhge in Indian but was‘soon afterwards 
iissassmated in Kui distnn. 

It was In the tliirteentli year of tlse reign of Altiimsh 
that Tamugin, Ix-tter known as Gongliis® Klmiiof Kluins’ 
^ might}' monarch of the pastoml world, lonl of niimv 
ijudiotis of shepherds, swept across tlie dark page of 
^intic history witii a fiery glare, that, like a flash of 
heaven's artilloiy, startled and apf«ilied tlie world, and 
jnought sudden destruction ujjon all who chanced to be 
in Its cour^. In dm year a. d. 1227, Oie very year in 
which Sl Louis headed his ill-fated crusade to 'the Holy 
Land, tins colossus of the hisloiy of blootl who pr^ 
teniled, like Atiila, to have reeoived a Divine ^mmissiou 
. to conquer the world, shilked like dm destroyin-r ^n^el 
at the hftid of his Scythian and Tartar hordes, throimh 
nil the fairest regions of Central Asia and Persia and 
China, 

No name is written on the page of hL^toiy' in ciiaracters 
no fierce mid bloody as tJiat of this ciiJef of the pastoniJ 
i3nillioji3 of CentiTil Prom the time when seated 

U {)011 a black Bhwjwkin, aecorditig to the atident custom 
of these shepherd warriors, he wus proclaimed chief kliau 
of all Hie Turkoman races, until the day of his death 
twenty years after, on Llie ft-ontiera of China, his 
was one unceasing course of bloi>dshed and destnicdom 
Dpwnnls of 14,000,000 of human beings are supposed 
to have been slaugJitered by Genghis during the last 
twenty years of his life. From the ehorea of the Caspian 
^ to the ii'outiers of Cliina, imd Qxjm Indus to the Pole, this 
' “ prince of the pou-cr nf the sword,” and his fierce eoliieir, 
made good the cruel boast of the greatest warrior of their 
^ race, that tlieir horses could gallop without stumbling 
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oaoK: over ground where populous cities lind onre stood, and • 
—;—• wiped away, without reiuonse, fiom the ftiir front of 

imture, the fertility and cidEsatiou that five centuries i 
have not been able to renew.^® By liia own ooiuitiymea ^ 
he was supposed to have bad a Divine originfor tlic 
sUTguliir reason iSuit his ftuuily could only be tracetl back 
ten genemtious; but by the imlbtms who cowered and 
perifilied under liis smiting scimitar, he was accounted a 
scouige of God, a demon of wrath, sent to depopulate 
the world Ko wonder timt amongst the ignorant heatliens 
of those countries, a aupematura] birth was attributed to 
sucli a monster: be was said to have oome into tlie world 
w-ith congealed bloiKl in his hands i and the milk of tvild 
beasts *^ -was reported to have matured tJie savage spirit, » 
that ddightetl to shed the blood of his fellow-creatures^ 
jia it were water, aud who Jiabitually qneucheil his tliiret 
in a goblet made froui the skull of his fonner sovei^el'm.'® 

So rapid were his marchea, and so unexpected his°oii- 
slaughu, that it was the commoD belief of his terrified ^ 
victims, that his horses had wings; and that, like the famed 
steeds of Dardauus, they were'so swift, that in running 
they did not bow dowu the earn of standing cotiL ” 
Xdowbgno God‘* but his own will, no pbasure but the 
destrnchon of his ^d^", he was swift to shed blood, and 
scolTed at all leaniing and religion as crjually vain. He ‘ 
httered his horses with the leaves of the rarest librarT in 
Asia; burned the Bible with every possible mark of con- 
tempt, and cast the Koran imder his horses' feet in tlie 
centre of the holy mosquo of Bokliartu^® 

Genghis was indeed the savage scourge of the human 
race, sent apparently with no object but to bitc^^ the world 
and biiiig destruction and woe on its inbabitanta shnas 
even more dian die curee of God himself, at tiie head S 
his 500,000 Hiujs. 

Flushed wiUi the subjugation of the great kingdoms of * 
frontral Asia and Persia, this fierce warrior crossed the 
IndiJS, and penetrated as far as the Dooab’*; but could not 
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ifc^ ? ^ nf Cathay ivna ii, uhject, and hecdfess uf 

^. the fc-aldea rnac that ky at Uk tet, ha paasad India i„ i 

““ “e ■'“ ““«> of 

iTie Rstoty of G«ngMs gives us u curious giinipso of 
be a^sauon-" and socml laws of tie iloguk nt tboir 
barbarism to compamtive civitisatiou, 

Ibem code of kws Wiw formed emirely to meet tbe rcfiuire' 
meuta of a military' ^pla It recognised but tivo putiish- 
meubs bastmado and death, by which every crime 
the person or state was judged. The number of b!ow«< 
extemlod from ^verr to seven hundred; and so imivcrsaJ * 

* the application of this punishment, and so stmm, the 
pato.hjd nght of thLs desert-l>om race, that even princes 

at 

Gangya Kliaa araa oua of tire greatest coaiiuoron. of 
hibtoiy; las sword was never in its scaLbanl; mid the 
empire he beijiieathed to his son extemJod 1800 lemnica 
fo>ni east to west, and more than 1000 from north to 
^utli. Itivftl^ las great prototype, .4Jflric, in the mog- 
nilicence of Im conquests, be cclipset] him in the splen- 
^ our at ]m ob^mes. The assisutnee of Nature h^r^U 
was invoked by ^mbling man to hide the bones of com 
querors whose rdentless career caused them to be vieu'Cfl 

r ^^*^1 * A river was diverted from its bed 

to afford a safe resting-placie for the body of AJoric^^ whilst 
far away on the bonlerS of China, a mountmn*^ raisal 

over the remains of Genghis Klmn, and a forest planted, 
to exclude for ever the footsteps of man frem hU rmiveT 
But although Gengliis passed away like an evil^dream 
Ills was the portentous shadow that gave warning of tlie 
coming event ^ 

flic histlul eye of ifogid conquest had fallen ou the 
land of India, and the firet otepping-stone was kid for the 
great mvasum eflected by Timour some 150 yeara later 
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BOOK From that ilnj' the Mogul soMier wag tui iustitn^ou of the 

_t ^ counity; and more than once during the succeeding cen- 

123 &. tuiy (lid tliege warlike mercenaries^ after obtaining a like j 
dangerous powpTt suffer the same extermination as the 
Mamelukes and Janisedries of Inter Jiij-a. 


NOTES TO CHAPTER IX. 


* FejfiabtiL 

■ IIiH bod? identilStid for tJio fuufruJ pira by i kI of irtificial to 
that is with anil wir% 

* A tcmiptinii of ^ MarcKj™war/' the wgitMi of death. 

* Sn TodV 

* Oa^ir FpIfTididi nuijjailieoiit ^ Mudient nruriH nf Jhinawift. 

* Tliii ijs the traiy WFbtl* elcpLant uioiiiioiiod m IndiMi hjHiftrj', lJi& 

timt canied Mahmoud ugwiiLst ihu Uhbokap and that ridd^ by 

naatint'*. 

^ To thU day in Egypt alATPe are coji?idi!TEd moat trn&twoithy f witnesa 
lliif ruTnTnp ncljitiiih h^tnw^b4 ch an oSletal W All : ^ Tlik Ia a 

nmis rit exceH^nt ! he hnOd i 

* At Attoek the Tndna \b only jiu^ Iniuajif but It la Yf^ deep and 

rapid ; anil in QtaLl reachoji the t^p of a bfu^ina ihlriy-iit^ or forty . 

fiiot ahoYe the oidinikry Il'YuL 

* Oenghld or Zlngia mt'ana m^wt 

^ Siil3i woa thfl ciYflijyiricH] of CifntraJ Ada at thia pEriod^ that, acc^irdri . 
to Abuirhifn^ the EtmctA of SiunMvimd were puYed, aad Oia w'atecr convey ^ 
ip iht citY in leadpn pijn^a. ^ ^ ^ 

fTS* birth w^aa iLtfribiiliMl to the izonmculiilo euticopdoit of a virgin. 

^ Lfi Dieu Mare m^engendra dWe here Amnaaoe, et je fiuoai le la 
d'lme aifh^uae iirmufi. 

** Hb carried whemt the i=JniIl of the Khan of the Eenut^ knerwn in his¬ 
tory flj Pjfeator John^ chased in sEver. Pqie Sixtus diYcited hlmielf Tritli 
Laving Lad the power nf rjutting off the head of an earti the Count d' 
Popoli ^ blit Le nearly burst w'ith envy when he hciml of Qnocn ElExaboth^ 
nipi^rior Lappinisas and powor In heuig aMu tu cut off » crowned head ^ 

O heata fRimnina, cte aignatata 11 piacfr de for saltnre iina tota cornuali 
Oh, happy womiuit who has tuted the pluiuuju of cuttiiig off a crowm 
heed.—^IIow ho would luivu ^iied frmghw difcapitndng a. Iting uid drinl 
inp uut of Mfi atnT]i. 

GcnghEE and ftiDowew wero iJi atrict Deists. 

“ Genghis one day asked one of Ms genciuk w-hat^ in his opinion^ wafe 
preato-t pleosmc Eif mjm ? To go huntiegT'' aud he, “ cm a spring da 
mounted on a Hue hoxae and haldiiig a faloon on your wriftp to sens him p 
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dn^ JiLi p„jp.« « jf„;. ^ «nj,»nB«it of mim U 

liiiuj to nultch hum thom M 

noiint theuf bthiMa utd HU 17 ^Bpave tbeif wiTea and 

. .* '*, 'H P®P“^ graitiist seat of Wtiug ^ tLi Bwl * 

nmo^iBd A^ 610111 fcUpaitfl to her Wrf iutiT«i!]itT^ which «iua]|«i tli» 
renowmsd AiiMdRnij at Scifliu?«« in S&mA^rtuiiii ^ 

Teeth, liud^ thoti; in ilij hefld 
thou wiifft bunij to 

« =:« ^r Ti^v w«rid.'’-J?foW IIL 

f?ee jL Petit liu Ia Cmti, 

“Oeujfhw made the canal of Chi™^ in orfnr tliat ihe traa,™ rf 
' him without kjB attwdmg the Icog oea jiaw*™. 

-ddtniBm to be punished with d^tij b^dw 
i^bimnte of Kmiiai^ who, fTnm wmnto limts, hnd bo«i aa-EBtomtid to 

ngo ^uii- wiTtti to tifl BUiuigiTO who Tiatai Oiem, TelitinK from tJitjif ewn 
' ‘™^™"S »6olrflt*)^TnpT«EUltojfto tboTflltar Pti„« thu iwidihto to 

"T aubj«t them, by yn^aomg the eseL« 

^ their nceustomed hwpi^tj, they were tetioral by sj,ecM eiempiion 
froHj iLo cippreaistt-c opomUen of tiiifi Liw. ” 

« wfltoiB of the B^tirie, a onOl rivor that flow* njinrf Comtoatia, 
^ diTu^ from their coiinso, and the gonjcuim wpuZcliro of AW 
tm^ ro tlm c^lro of Jto bed. 'JTio wato™ wero tlm„ roatLd, and tb™ 
TwtiiHr^plmM of the awui^gia of ftod yJden (br erer fioni^omie nS 
lojii^e ^ miM iie^ uU wbo tarieted nt the funeral wiire killed. 

T^f’f! '* 1^ nnrne of this oaonuoug artificial moimtoin ; tLo 

f L Mnew C4kll jt Ilaa to tliia duj. * 
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THE PEI^€ES OF INDOi. ’ 


CHAP. X. 

A.D. 1330 — 1^90. 

MTI^TASA niKTJl AMlUim THE THJiONK AT DELIH.-|f£n SUDTST EEIQN AKD 

CItUIX DEATIE-HfK IS ffCHr^^Er* JfT TIIE EOELCiiWlSG llmGSl _ 

taruA^ H., 3rmAfflii> rv.^ maiuji>eii> haljs, akd eai wrru 

THOM ESVOi THE DTSASTIT OK THE SLAVE EIKQS. 

Perose TOcceeded Iiia £ither AUtimsli, but lie wRa a wciik 
prince, and ^ritlim a yoar the lovely Sultjiria 
JijzIiL, his eldKit siHter, was raised by the unanimous voice 
of the omraljs in liis place; aiul fur three years the 
Imporiid Muaiiud at Th.'Dii was occupied by a woman. 
She was a woman of eouaiderable enerj^ and genius, 
and twice during hia lilotime her father had etiti-usted 
Ilia kingdom to her care, “ Know," said he to his 
umrahs, “ that tlie burden of power, too liea\y for my 
sons, though there were tweuty of them, is not so for 
the clelicato llwia; —she has in lier more siilrit than 
them all.” 

Her l)eauty is described by her rizier, Mulak Jtuiede, 
as “ sufficient to ripen the com m the bkde;" and he 
adds, “she could revive mth a look her dj-ing Mends, 
or render lielplesd her most powerful foes; ” but “ woe 
to the liuid where a minor rules, or a w-omon bears 
sway ” says the Hindoo bard Chiind; and certainly, iu 
this instaucei the feniinine attributes of tlm heart of the 
Sidtana, quite outbalanced tlie masculine qualities of her 
Iienfl; the injudicious elevation of an Abyssinian slave, 
to die ctimuiand of her m-mics, roustnl the intUgiiation ot 
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the nobles of hur courts and ahe anti her paramour were 
deposed and subjected to a cruel death. 

During the succeeding twenty years, the history of 

* Hindoistaii is one uubroteu chaiu of plots tiud coun¬ 
terplots, invasions and massacres, amidst which the 
Mussulman |)Ower rose and fell, accor ding to tlie tuleiit 
or enterprise of the individual ooeupjiug the throne. 

Bengal and Behar acknowledge ^L'lhoniedaa go¬ 
vernors; the cunency of the country was inscribed 
with the name of the Sultuu of Delhi, and the faith of 
Mahomed asserted its right to the position of the domi¬ 
nant religion of Hindoatani. 

The country was ti prey to unceasing rapine, and 
- distJ-iets of tlic utmost fertility were depoprdated anti 
reduced to the condition of primeval deserts. Evejy- 
where the native Ktij'as and Mussulmaii nobles, taking 
advantage of the general disturbances, sought to enrich 
themselves at tlie expense of their neighlxiuia; and tite 
wretched ryots, totrdiy miprotected, found untilled lands 
the only protection from esfrirtion nnd pillage. Many 

* of the mast lioptdous districts of Kindostan were thus 
impoyerished and depopulated, and the raisenible inha¬ 
bitants driven to the forests and jungles, there to eke 
out a stiirv'ing eostunce till better days should come. 

* In the mean time the Hindoo Uajos, ,'?till cherisluiig 
their emuily to the faith of their conqueroi^^ acquired 
much of their mihtary science^ and rebelled on every 
r practicable occasion. 

A n the present sketch does not profess to be a csrofid 
relation of the annals of crime, the reigns of some of tlic 
Princes of Italia, will detain us but a short time. Siiltann 
liiria was succeetled by her brother, Behram Shah, a 
weak and cruel sovereign, tlie puppet of a cnifly vizier, 
who dethroned him and threw him into prison, where he 
died after a miserable reigti of two years. He was sue- 
rocfled liy Mu-Siood, stui of Ferosc ?hali, tlie chlest sou 
^ of Altumsh, who sm>n gave himself up to wine and 
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women, and cseruised \tiriouB modes of cruelty, iiyiiatice, 
and oppression, dispensin;^ with all counsel, and placing 
die way of ruin before him. 

At IcTigth the oniruhn bound up their loins of hostility'^ 
‘ngaiiiNt him, and tVie remainder of his life was spent in 
imprisonment; h"e teas a weak and foolish prince, a slave 
to his pleasing and without firmness of mind to enicr- 
tnin one commen(kl4e virtue. He was succeeded by 
Mahmoud II., the adopted son of Cuttub, hLihmoud's early 
years were passed in confiuentent in Hengal, till he was 
liberated by hia nephew Musaood, and here he acriuired 
those singular habits, that make him an exception to the 
usual nm of royid pei^nages. l>iii-ing hia impriaonmeut 
he deaiiised the Eiin>cror*s allowunce^ and wrote for his 
Uvelihood ; he became one of the best scribes of the day; 
and an anecdote related of his talent, indicates a kindness 
of nature, and oonsidcration for the feelings of others, 
that sovereigns do not tilw’aj'8 extend to unJriendly critics. 
One day hiiving requested an omrab, of some litertny 
reputation, to inspect ft Konm of his writing, the orandi 
jiointed out a word which he wild was tvroiig. Mahmoud 
ItKiketl at it, and smiling, drew a circle round it; but on 
the omrah's departure he began to ttrosc it, and restore 
the word. On being asked ivhy he did so, he said he 
knew' the word was originally right, but he thought it 
better to erase it from the paper, tlian hurt the heart of 
it jHXir man by bringing him to shame. 

lit his domestic character he rather rts§ciublcd our 
James L C’ontraiy to all cusU>uis of Eastern princes, 
he had but one mfe, whom he obliged to perform every 
homely duty of house wnfeiy ; and-w’hen oue da)’ she 
complained she had buruecl her lingers in liaking hia 
bread, and desired he w'ould allow her a maid to assist 
her, he rejected her request, saying he was merely a 
trustee for the state, and tliat he was determined n(>t to 
hurtlicn it with needles; expenses. He t]iLTcf!>re ex- 
liorted her, in the most aggmvfiting manner, to jfcrsevere 
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in her duty with patience^ £iAsiirmg her that God woiG J 
reward her in the end. 

, lu these (kys the kings of Delhi kept on foot enor- 
jicus mcreena-iy anjiies; and the vizier of Mahmoud 
^eut out to meet the ambasaiidor of Boolagoo, the grand¬ 
son of Genghis Klian, at tiiat time Emperor of Persia^ 
with 50,00U foreign horsu : 200,000 infantry were drawn 
up in file!* along the rotid, witlt 3000 artilleiy chariots, 
and 2000 war elephants in the intervals. All these 
troops performed their moel skilful evoIutioDs before tlie 
Mogul, 

Mahmoud was a beneficent sovereign. lie settled the 
countries of the Punjaub and Moultan; severely dmstised 
the Jits, and revived much of tlie bfiuence of Cuttub and 
Altumsl). He died uaturally a.d. 1205, after a reign of 
twenty-one years. 

MaJunoud was succeeded by his vizier Bal in, or Balaban, 
who walked in his steps, and raised the renown of the 
slave kings for power and justice to the highest pitdi it 
had hitherto attained. 

The history of Baliu "would not appear strange amid 
the fanciful tales of tlie “Anibiaii Nights,” and proves, 
amongHt a hundred other instatices, that fiction, however 
etartling, is often equalled by miqiiCstionetl reality. 

The Sultan Altumsh, or Sliama Oddin, perpetuated the 
custom of Mohammed of Ghor, and, lu fact, all Eastern 
monarchs of importance, of rceniitiug the officers of their 
army and household fiotu tlie slave markets of the 
northern and western kingdoms of Asia, On one occasion 
lie sent a merchant to purchase slaves from IVikhara and 
Sainarcand. He returned with one hundred youths of all 
kiudretbt, and nations, and colouis, who all pleased him, 
except Tt iilin , w'hom he rejccUMl on account of his des¬ 
picable appearance. On hearing the cause of his rejec¬ 
tion, Balin thus addressed the Emperor; “Lord of the 
w'orid! why have you bought all these ahiveaP” Tlie 
Emperor smiled, and said; “ For my own sake." “ No 
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iloiibL,” rspliecl the youth, “ Buy me, then, for God b 
sake.” “iivih,” said the Eiuperor. who accepted liim 
and pla<^fl him timongst the rest; but on account of 
hiB mean appeiuance, he gave liim a situation amongst 
the cup-boarers. By talent, valour, and intrigue, 
Balin gradually 'rose till he became a general, and 
afterwards \"iziGr; and Malimoud, leaving no sons, Le 
ascended the throne of Delhi, by the universal desire of 
the princes and nobles of his Idiigdom. 

He wjis a Tuagniiicent sovereign, fond of show and 
regal pomp, nis state receptions, his chain elep^nts, 
his horse guaids, oonsistiiig of 1000 nolde Tartars in 
splendid armour, were long himous in Hindostau. The 
following Is Ferishta’s account of his mngnificence :—- 
“■Such was the pomp and graiideux of the royal pre^ 
sence. tliat none oouJd nppmach the throne without ter¬ 
ror. The ceremonies of introduction were conducted with 
much reverence and solemuity, ami everjlfaing disposed 
80 as to strike awe and astoiii^iment into die beholderiL” 
Nor w*a3 Balin less mngriilleGnt in liis cavalcades. IBs 
state elephants were Cfti>arisoned in purple and gold; his 
home guards were momited upon the finest Persian 
steeds, with biidles of silver and saddles of rich embroi- 
deiy; five hundred chosen men in rich lively, with their 
drawn swonb upon their shoulders, ran pi-Dclaiining hjg 
approncli, and clearing tlie way before him; the omraha 
following accortlhig to their rank, which was decided by 
tlieir equipage and attendants. The moiinreh, iti short, 
BelJotn went out with less than 10,000 men, wliich he 
nised to say was not to gratify any vanity in himself, but 
to eitalt Iiim in the eyes of the people. He was a man 
in many ways especially fitted for the kingly office. 
Under him the court of Dellii became famous Ib'r justice 
and wise government, and bis alliance was comted by 
the kings of Persia and Turkey. 

The fierce course of conquest and destruction, of 
Genglus Hum in Asia, produced an pfiect on the empire 
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of India as unexpected as it woa beneficial. The sove* chap. 
reigns of Central Asia imd the frontiers of Persia, expelled ^ 
at once from their Lluones and country, sought refiige iu 
the shadow of the imperial court at Delhi. And d^ng 
tills reign twenty sovereigns, including those of Kliorassai^ 

Persi.'i, Koumelia, and Syria, partook* of the imperial 
bounty aud attended the court of Dalin. They Imd 
princely allowances and palaces, and on pubhe days were 
ranked before tlie throne. The court of Ikliri wsls con¬ 
sidered the most tuagnificent and pohte in the world. He 
was A great moralLst, and punished severely all who in- 
dulged in wine, women, and play. He ivaa free from 
grasping anibidon; and when urged to reconquer Guzerat 
and Mahva, that liad shaken off the joke imposed upon 
them by Ciittub, he refused, sajdag, the ^logul Tartare 
had become ao iMwerfuJ in the north, liaving conquered 
all the Mussulman princes, that he thought it better to 
secure what he possessed against those invaders, than 
wetiken himself by foreign wars, atnl leave his own 
ooimtiy unguarded. Balin died in 1286, after a reign of 
tVr'enty-two years : bis advice to Ilia son was worthy the 
wise king of Israel; but like him he fell lamentably short 
of his own precepts. He told him, that he himself had 
s^nt a long life in the administration and gwernnient of 
kingdoms, and by study and experience had acquired 
some knowledge which iniglit be of serviee u> him after 
his death; that in the course of nature tins occurreoee 
now hastened apace, he therefore desired he would lend 
him the ear of atten tion, and treasure up his maxims in 
his mind. “ Wlieii you aliall ascend the thixme,” said lie 
in conclusion, ** look upon youraelf as the deputy of God ; 
have a just JHjnse of the imporLuice of yotir charge, artd 
permit not any oneasiiiess in yoitrself to sully the lustre of 
your exalted station, and lot not awundons and low-minded 
men share your esteom, or bear any part of your admi¬ 
nistration. Lei your passions be governed by reason, and 
beware of giving way to your rage : anger is dangerous 
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BOOK iJi all men, but in kinga it ia the weapon of death, Ia»1 
I- ilie public treasure be expended in the serviee of the etate, 
12367 with that prudent economT, yet benevolent liberality, 
which reason will dictate to a mind alwaja intent on doing 
good. Let the worehip of God. be iiieuleuted by your ex¬ 
ample, and never ]jermit vice and inadeUty unpunished to 
hold up their face to the day. Be ever ulleutive to the 
busiues-s of the state, that you may avoid the itnpoaition 
of designing miiiistere. Make it your study to see them 
eseeute your conimands without tlie least deviatiou or 
neglect, for it is by tliem you muet govern your people. 
Let your judges and magistrates be men of onpacity, 
religion, and virtue, that the light of justice may illuml- 
’ nate your realms. Let no light behaviour, either in public 

or jurivate, detract from tluil importiint majesty wliich 
exalts the idea of a king; and let evoiythuig around you 
be 50 regulated as to inspire that reverence and awe, 
which will render your person sacred, and contribute to 
enforce vour commands. Spare no pains to find men of 
genius, learning and courage ; you must cherish thcni by 
your btincficeuce, that they may prove tire soul of your 
council, and sword of yotir pow er. Throw not down a 
great man to the ground for a smnll crime, nor entirely 
overlook Ida offence. Baise not a low man too hastily to 
0 high station, lest he forget himself, and be an eyesore to 
men of su|jerior merit. Never attempt anything, unless it 
is through neccBaity, but having once determined upon a 
measure, let your poi'severaiice be never shaken by doubt, 
nor your eye ever deviate from the object; for it is bet¬ 
ter fbr a king to be obstinate than ptisillauiuious, ub in 
^ the first case he may chance to be tight, m the latter 

he is always sure to be wrong: uotliiug more certainly 
indicates the weakness of a prince, than a fluciuating 
mitwl.” 

Wliat tsciitiments can be nobler? Yet this man was 
• cruel in the extreme ; and it was with the utmost diffi¬ 
culty the cadis and mul'tis and other civil and religion a 
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ofEccrs could prevent his impaling ftlive aU the prisoners chap, 

1 he took in a prarlatoiy expedition to Bengal; be put to 

A death e’rery one of the relatioiui and priudpal adherents I28e. 

of the rebel Tugbril; eparing neither Tvomen nor children, 
and even massacred a hundred fakeerSt because they hacl 
received alms from hinu When Balin yraa sick with his 
List fatal illness, lie sent for his son Kora from Bengal, in 
order that the onuidis might swear fealty to him as his 
successor; desiring him at the same time to remain with 
him, and send a trusty governor to his province. Instead 
^ of obeying him, however, Kera, who it appears disliked 
the form iuul ceremony of liis lather's court, returned 
to his kingdom without his permission; W'hicli so en¬ 
raged Balin, that sending for Kera’a sou, Tvftj Koimd, 
from Moulton, he appointed him hig successor; and 
esi acted a solemn promise from his ommhs that they 
would exclude his undutlful son, and support the claims 
of his gnindsom Wlien Kera heard of his son’s usuq)- 
ation at Delhi, he immediately marched from Bengid 
to recover his rights; but the die was already coat; and 
*■ according to the custom of Hindostan, Kai Kobad, once 
seated on the musnud, was considei'ed the rightful pos- 
seFiior of the kingdooL 

Tliia illuetniteg a peculiarity in the succession to the 

tliix>nG of Hindosbm, that was unknown ia any other 
country, 

“ It is a singular custom in Hjndostan,” says the Empe- 
- ror Baber, writing 200 years later, ■* dial there is little here- 
diiaiT descent in luccesaioa to the sovereignty. There is a 
throne attached to the king; there is in like manner a seat, 
or station, assigned for each of the emirs, viziers, and sou- 
bahs. It is that throne and these stations alone which 
engage the reverence of die people of Bengal; a sot of de- 
^ pendants, servants and attendants ere annexed to each of 
these situations, When tlie Jong wishes to dismiss or 
appoint any person, whosoever is placed in the seat of the 
^ one dismis^ is immediately attended and obeyed by the 
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Tsiiole t^tablislimeut of dependants, senrants and retainers 
annexed to the seat which he occupies ; and this rule ob* 
tail 151 even aa to the royal throne itself/' 

Wlioever kills the king, and i^uoceeds in plneing hinmdf. 
on tliQt throne, is immediately acknowledged aa king; all 
the eniing, viziers, soldiers and peasants, instantly oi>ey 
and submit to him * and considEr him as being as much 
tlieir sovereign as they did their former princCj, and obey 
his orders as implicitly. 

We have remarked that usurpation was the rule not 
the exception niuongst tlie princes of Hindos^tan; the 
lawful heir seldom obtained hi hirtliright witliout blood- 
shed, and tiev'ur midcLtiLinGd it ivithont a content. 

In Uie course of incessantly recucmig revolutions, in 
whioU die Bceptre waa constanlly chauging Lnnila, tlie 
rujus imtl ornmlis would natumlly desire some r[:iore 
stable object of their lojTilty than the si lifting pup¬ 
pets who in tura occupied the throne, and would im¬ 
perceptibly fix their aflectiona on the paraphernalia of 
sovereignty rather thsm on the sovereign himaelf. This 
feeling w<a8 shared by the natives in general; and hence 
gradually sprang up a Idnd of loyalty, that varied from 
that of eveiT other people in the world ; inasmuch as the 
embloma not the person of royalty were the objects of 
their homage. Dcliii came by degrees to be considered 
the seat of empire; the posEesaton of the musnud consti¬ 
tuted the sole rigltt to command j and whoever could 
secure the former, and occupy the latter, whether Hindoo 
or Mussulman, Afighan or Mogul, exacted for the time 
being die loyalty and res^ject of the millions of Eindostan. 

rhe musnud and umbrella of empire were to the 
natives of HLndostan what the colours are to a regiment, 
flud the monarch for the time being was looked upon in 
the same light os die ollicer who bears them, honoured 
by, instead of honouring, the temporary poet. The great 
uilices of tlie state were GDgroesed by omrahs unrl nobles, 
whose right of tenure was hereditary. Their functions 
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wei% iimliGnable, aad ttielr duty was to Tender liomago 
to the occupier of the throne without any indiscreet iu- 
qiiiiy of how he came there, or whence he derived liis 
divine right. 

The loyal creed of Hindostan was comprised in these 
few words: “ We are fidtliful to tlie tHione, and whoso¬ 
ever fills it exacts our obedience and respect." Owing 
to the indiflerence of the masses, all revolutions were 
naturally confined to the cotut itself; the combatants 
were generally confined to a few leading rajiis about the 
capital; and the gi'cat moss of the people did not interest 
dicniselves in the numerous struggles that in no way 
infiuenced their lot. 

K~jtt Kohad was a youth who, contrary' to the example 
of his fiithcr, “ delighted in love, and in the society of 
ffllver-bodied damsels with musky trebles." Hia example 
was eagerly followed by ail classes, till I>elhi became a 
bye-word for every kind of immoi'ality; magistrates were 
drunk in the public streets, and riots were heard in 
every house. In tlie mean time the rival parties at court 
— the Tartars, and the Chilligies, a fierce and savage 
race of Atlghans, contended tor the supreme power. The 
former beinjg the most powerful with the king proscribed 
the ChilllgiL^, the first on the list being h^erose, their 
chief; but he came of too warlike a mco to allow 
himself to be defeated without a struggle. Ho slew 
at the door of his tent the treacherous Tartar who 
came to invite liim to the king’s presence ; and his pur¬ 
pose once deckred his eons attacked the Tartar camp, 
and carried away the king’s infant son ptisoner. In the 
mean titne the mtempemnee of Kai Kobod brought on 
jiaralysis, in which helpless state he was cruelly beaten 
to death with a cudgel by a Tartar otnrah, whose lather 
he had' unjustly Elain, who wrapped him up in his bed 
clothes, and threw him into the river. Tlius perished the 
last of the slave kings after a reiga of three years. With 
hia murder, and that of his son, ended the dynas^ 
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BOOK founded by tbe slaves of Mohammed of Gbor, which had 
possessed the throDe of Hlndustao during the space of 
1286. dghty-oue years. It was founded by Outtub A.D. 12do, 
and eKtinguished a. D, 1286. It nuniborKl tesn sovereigns^ 
of whom only three died without violence. 


p- 


V 



JTEHOSE II. 


m 


CHAR XL 


jj}. 1387— 

IHE EEIC:^ or THE BEJtlVOLEfrr 7f.mE^^ —HE J3 SnCCEZDED BY HEl 

SftMEYT Af.LA R? 1^95- - THE &TJITE DE THE SOUIUJJt^ PART OF 

IJTHIA AT THAT PHHlOD^rEtt EXPEDITIOSS OF ALLA INTO THE DEOCAJ. 
-TIIZ HACTEIsa OF CHEETORE ^ HIS EE.VTB IK 1316, 


Ko sooner was Koi Kobnd dead, thnn hia infant aon 
was destroyed, and Fenese mounted the throne at seventy 
years of age; had he been younger or his mercy been 
tempered with more vigour, India would probably have 
advanced with rapid strides, on the rood of civilisation, 
“ such is the might of kings,” and so great are the 
blcasiiigs wliich it is in the power of a wise ruler to 
impart. 

But Ferose was old, a long life had taught liiin the 
vanity of man’s severity, and he was imwilUng to shed 
the blood, even of his foes. "lam old,” he said, ■when 
urged to revenge htm-splf on. his enemies, ** and wish to 
go down to the grave without shedding blood.” * ^ Evil 

for evil," he used to say, was easily relumed, but he 
only was great who could return good for evil;" when 
urged to attempt a siege, that must have cost mimy 
lives, he refused, saying that “ being on the brink of the 
grave," he was “ unwilling to entail the cuise of widows 
and orphans, oh the rmgn of a few years,” 

But the policy of ruling without bloodshed, was one 
that possessed no value in the eyes of the herce omrabs 
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of Iiis 001111 ^ who, cradled, auiiilist scon^ of blood, and 
nnjtyred in the palaces of tyrants, regarded mercy as a 
sign of weaknres, and the shedding of blcxxUlie right¬ 
ful attribute of hi tigs. “ Clemency,” says tlic Mussul' 
man historian, ** is a virtue that descends from god; 
bnt tlie degonertitc children of India did not deserve it.” 
One act of severity atone marked the reign of Fetose, 
bnt that was of a nature that, since tlie murder of Syed 
Mujud, tile minister of Seif at Ghiznj, was without parallel 
in tlie history of India, The Syed Molah, or chief priest, 
a celebrated demsJi, plotted against the king, and was by 
ibis ordei-s trodden to death by nn elepiiant Procbgica 
marked the deatli of the saint, and no rain falling during 
lliat year, wliole districts were depopulated. 

Ferose was not wanting in energy, and conducted his 
foreij^ wars with vigour and success;'he conquered his 
enemite os much by iiis generosity as by hts inlUtar)* capji' 
city, Durutg hb rtdgn tlie Mogols mider lloolagoo, the 
grandson of Genghis, invaded India in great force, but were 
defeated vrith much slaugljter near Moulton. Ferose rt^ 
ceived tliose who deserted or were made prisoner into hig 
smdee on their becoming Mussulmans*, and assigned them 
land, where they erected the city of Mogul-poor; Hoolag-jo 
himselfwiis liQuoured nith the baud of Ferose’s daughter. 
But notwithstanding tliig vigour tmil even occaaioiud seve- 
■rity, Ferose was loo humane for the age in whicli he 
lived, and tor the nation he govemetl; and when after 
a distnrl>ed reign of eight years, he was assassinated 
y nis nephew jMln, he left n name for clemency, and 
a love of mercy, that gilds the memory of but few 
E^tetn monarchs. Alla, the nephew and muidercr 
of the good Ferose, known only to the Hindoos by 
the name of the “ Sauguinarr," was the greatest sove- 
reijp that had appeared in India since the days of 
f 1 ’ Crhiani. As illiterate as the great founder^ 

ot hiB Ihith hmiadf^ he was as enterpriaing and blood- 
tmiBty as any of the descendants of the fierce race of 
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All. The murder of Itis uncle was necessarily followed 
^ by that of liis kindred, and after a judicious extirpation 
■ of the lineal heirs of liis predecessorB, lie tumetl Ms pro¬ 
jects to eelf-aggi'andisemunt and foreign conquest. In 
Ids person Alla united tlie ambitiou of Alexander and of 
Mahomed, and nothing would satisfy hitii but giring his 
subjects a new creal and making the conquest of the 
world. Tie struck coins in the name of Alexander IL, 
and entertained serious thoughts of setting up for a pro^ 
phet and founding a new religion. 

The history of India has hitherto been almost entirely 
confined to that juirt of the peninsulii known as Hiiidostan 
proper, and the coimtrics west and north of the Indies. 
- It is in the reign of Alla that 'we are fii^t introduced to 
the msgniiicent regions lying south of the Nerbudihi, 
a country almost as extensive as Ilindostnn itself. 
Tlie native Hindoo Jlajas of the Deccan had as yet 
entirely escaped the attack of the Mussulman conquemm 
^ of Hindiostan; and although we occasionally find, b the 
historic Tjarration of the oonqiiests of Alla and others, 
* that certain kingdoms south of the Nerbudda alrciidy 
acknowledged Mussulman rulers, these were merely indi- 
viduiil adventurera whose superior energy and fortune 
had raised them to a throne. 

' During the reign of Ferose, Alla was govenior of the 
districts of Biudostan, bordering on the frontiers of the 
Deccan, and so attractii'e were the accounts of tlie w ealth 
of the ahrines, and the splendour of the cities of those 
southern re^ons, that having gamed jlie consent of the 
Sultan at Delhi, in 121)2 he crossed the Nerbudda with 
a body of horse to pillage, and to day, m the approved 
fasliion of his nation and his creed. 

After a meandering march of two months, during which 
I he visited m simulated friendship, the courts of many rajaa, 
r “and spietl out the wealth of their kingdoms, he suddenly 
attacked the rocky citadel of Dowletabad, which was then, 
^ as now, one of the strongest hill forts of the Deccan. 


cnAP. 

XL 

"im" 


■f 



194 


TITE rilTSCES OF INDIA. 


BOOK Complete success crowned tliis his first attempt, and 
the troasiires and jewels of the Haja Bam-deo rewarded 
1292. Lis advonturous attack. It W’aa when encamped near 
Dowletabad, that the scornful Moalems iirst became ' 
acquainted with the mighty excavations of KUoia and 
Adjunta ; in tllese gloomy chambers were assembled 
every god of the Ilindoo calendar; here, with all the 
hideous paraphernalia of heathen worship, were cele¬ 
brated the bloody rites of the relentless Sivii, and raised 
high amongst its rivaJ gods, might still be seen the idol 
of the already discarded deity Buddha.^ 

The excavations of Ellora imd Adjuuta may even in 
their decay be considered the most extraordinar}' monu¬ 
ment of human labour and ingenuity iu India j tit the 
time of their completion, when the bewildering mtuutiae 
of the paintings aud aculptiu'cs were uninjured, they were 
probably among^ the wondera of the world,^ These 
temples are no longer conaidored sacred by the Ilindoo?, 
or at least are not regarded with any great reverence; 
both the date and the cause of their disgrace are 
unknown ; but it is supposed that the multiplied repre¬ 
sentations of the despised Buddha are displeasing to the 
orthodox Hindoo. 

AUa retained such golden recollections of the treasures 
of the Deccan, and was so anxious to enrich the Mussul- 
, man, at the expense of the Ilindoo capital, and to tran¬ 

sport to the mosques of the true believers of Hindostan, the 
spoils of the temples of the infidel, that as soon as he had 
comfortably disposed of his relations, and seated himself 
on the throne, he despatched his general, Cafoor, across 
the Xerbudda, with orders to penetrate Cir south, into the 
kingdoms of the Carnatic and Mysore. 

little, if any, authentic record remains of the early his¬ 
tory of the southern portion of the peninsula of Hmdos- 
tan j but the immense wealth possessed by the rajas and 
• their priests, when we first hear of them through the 
Mussuhuati historian, the size and splendour of their cities 
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and paluccs, tlie number of their priesthood, and the 
f of their shrines, establish the fact of their pros¬ 

perity beyond a doubtand the vast number and startling 
of the unequalled tanks and works of irrigation, 
both in tlie Carnatic and in die island of Ceylon®, proves 
their inhabitants to have been an entqiprising and en- 
hghtened people. 

The great aceumulution of treasure, found by the 
conquerors in the possession of tlie tttjos und priests, 
cannot be alleather accounted for by the hereditary tra¬ 
dition of the countiy, that applauded no act of n sovereign 
^ so highly as tlie collection of treasure, and esteemed none 
1 BO tlugmcefid as its dissipatioiL, Neither sovei’eigns nor 
priests^ enn accumulate wealth from a needy people; 
we may therefore naturally conclude that the population 
of southern India had for generations been wealthy; 
iinrl judging from the analogy of history, we may fairly 
attribute lo a peaceful rule and developed resources, the 
undoubted existence of their prosperity at the period of 
the invasion of Cafoor. 

' The tablelands of tire southern part of the Deccan, and of 
Mysore, and tlie burning plains of the Cnmntlc, presented 
probably the llmdoo type of language, caste, and religious 
worship, in its pristine purity. In the plains and valleys of 
*tlie soutli, the institutions of caste, older than tradition 
itself, had taken deep root,'and llonrished like the sacred 
banyan tree ; and the triple worship of the Hindoo Trinity 
^ waxed iniglrty on the dci-eptioii of priestly craft, and the 
sinii>le credulity of the multitude. 

We have a veiy distinct account of the condition of the 
I southeni portion of the peninsula of Hindastan, from the 
I pen of Ibn Batuta, a native of Tangiers, who ti'aveiled 
I through that conn try about tliirty years later, during th e 
& reign of Mohammed Tughlok.® He describes Dowletabad 
a rich and fruitful r^on, inhabited by a religious and 
Vpeaceful population, ekiiftil iii the application of water- 
r mills to irrigate their orchards, and under whose careful 
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MOE cultivation the vine and pumL'gtiinatea bore Miit twice in 
— .. the 5 'oar. li'tadura and Eiyajanagur, we lenm, were cities a . 
of un^uallud splendour, exceeding DeUii and Caiionje in 
magnitude and Milan in elaborate beautr, tlironged by 
prossperouB dtizeiif), skilled in every art and profeBsionj 
and possessing, ‘amongst other civilised oomlbrts, good 
bedsteads and neat gardens. 

The roads of Malabar, lie tells us, were well iFibaded, 
and at each liAlf-niile wn.s a bouse of wood dtled up for 
the accommodation of weary travellers; wells were e< 2 nally 
numerous, and an inlidel attended at each to give drink 
to the passers-by. 

During a journey of two months tlirough these favoured 
and peaceful regions, lie did not sec a space free from 
cultimion i everywhere he found gardens witJi bouses 
placed in the Cf^tre, andsuirouaded by wooden fences to 
separate them from each other. A man was put to 
deatli for alealing a mit, or a grain of seed; and ns 
may be easily imagined under so severe a code of t 
laws, thieves were unknown; and none but the riglit- 
ful owner would attempt to touch even tlie fruit that * 
had Men from the tree. No beasts of burden were 
seen from one end of the eouriLty to another, or any 
horses but those belonging to the king's stables. The 
people of this country fmid tribute to the King of Hinniir, - 
who was feared for his pow^ by sea, and attacked and 
pillaged every vessel that passed without pajdng him tri¬ 
bute. There w'ere few MiiJtetilmaiu} at that time in the * 
^uth; but already n d^ng race of Arabs, most of whom 
had committed the Koran to inemorv, liad established 
themselves on the coast of Midabar, 'juid carried on n 
fierce war for the faith by sea.® 

The trade of the west coast of Iralia appears to have 
been ve^ considerable. Cambay, Surat, Goa, and all the 
jHjrts o t le Cont^n were inhabited by foreign merchants, ' * 
c who traded with the Persian Gulf and the Eed Sea ; 
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wliiLit Calicut, Iliimur, and olJier harbout^ of Malabar, cjiap. 
p ■were tlirongud by large Cbinese junks comiuanded by ^ . 
great nobles, and manned with a thousand sailors and ^^00, 
soldiers, who exchanged the silks and ^mrcelain of the 
Cdestial Empire for the pepi>er and gems of Itfalubar. 

Rumours of fierce invaders Jxom the snowy regions of 
the north, of the worship of a strange god, of kingdoms 
depopulated, and djTiasties overthrown, would natimally 
reach the courts of the fiir kingdoms of the south; but as 
yet it was only the shadow of war that caused them di&< 
quiet: the reality was fin: oH, and they knew ouly of tlie 
^ massacres and sacrileges of notilicm India by re|iOtt. No 
hostile army had yet spumed tlieir priests, and he^m in 
1 - -pieces their gods ; but these days of peace and security 
irere at an end. Already legions of fiery Moslems were 
devastating tlieir fields and violating the sgnetity of their 
homes: for the first time in history lliey saw their rajas 
slain, and their holiest temples destroyed; bitter indeed 
was the first draught of foreign conquest quaffed by the 
inhabitants of soutliern India during the reign of Alla 
' the Sanguinary. 

The expedition of Cafoor was crowned with perfect 
success; and booty ro the ainoimt of one hundred milhons 
. sterling was said to have been carried back to Delhi. 

^ At this period the natives of the Carnatic wore no brace¬ 
lets, lings, bangles, or any ornaments that were not of 
gold; and great was the abundance of the precious 
^ nieial, that the soldiers of Alla scorned to cumber them¬ 
selves with any inferior kind of booty. 

The scattered and exaggerated accounts of the Car¬ 
natic, that alKnit this periral 1>egan to reach England, 
proljubly originated the vkiou of the golden kuid of 
Tapiogo, which the entliusiastic dreams of Columbus 
pictured far away on the shores of Cathay ; and cert.ai[ily 
*“The profimon of the precious metal*, amongst a |}coplo 
who lined their temples and the palaces with beaten gold, 
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BOOK and scometl evon u currenoy of the baser metnls, can only 
bb equalled by the narmtives of the compauioos of Pizarto 

13W). of the golden treasures of the Incas of Peru. 

CafooT pushed hjs depredations as tar as Seet Bandar 
Bamessar, a post on tlie Corouiandel coast, opposite 
Ceylon, and a celebrated place of Hindoo pilgrimage. 
Thousands of idols were tom from the shrinea, where, for 
countless centuries, their niysteiious presence had awed 
the people and eniiched the priests ; and in the capital 
of the Carnatic, on the site of one of the holiest temples 
of the south, was raised a mosque, trora whose minarets 
the ndan of the muecldin, ringing out clear and high, was * 
hoard night and morning, summoning the fiiithM to 
prayer, and under whose dome the worsliip of the one God * . 
and" of his Prophet was for the first time celebrated in the 
aght of tlie wondering idolaters of Brahma. 

’Wliibt Cufoor was ravaging the happy regions of the 
south, Alla himself, in a. d. 1300, mvadod Guzerat, and 
utterly destioyed the cities of Anhui warm and Somimuth, 
(rebuilt by the Jaiti sovereign after the conquest of 
Mahmoud), leyelliog every building to llie ground, and * 
ploughing up theii' very foundations with asses, as a sigu 
of supreme humilmtion. Prom thence he turned his de¬ 
structive legions against Rajpootana, the land of the de* 
sceadants of Sivaji, the nephew of Jciehund, the last’^ 
Hindoo monarch of Canouje. Efiipootana ia n mouii- 
tninous territory of considerable extent, situated at the 
western extremity of tlie moguificent plain watered by ^ 
the Ganges and the Jumna. It is chiedy marked by the 
long range of the AravuLl Hills, wtiich, beginning on the 
fronliera of Ouzerat. extend north-north-efwl to the borders 
of Btilhi : OQ tlie western aide, it descends to tlie districts 
of Mawar, whose arid plains are gradiifllly coulbuuded 
with the Great Desejl; on tlic east, it slopes doivn iato a 
prolonged Uiblelimd fonuiiig the district round Ajmere ' 

, and tlie territories of llewor and Jej’pore. Although 
bonleriug so closely on the lilussulmau dominion Lti Hin - 
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drjstAii, Ihe ijihospitablG nature of the soil, and the warlike 
ehujuctor of its inhabitants, had entirely savetl it from 
molestation ; and almost within hail of the capital die 
•m Ihilitore liajpcxita hud moiDtained inviolate their territory, 
their caste, and their peculiar institutions.’-^ 

The story of the two si^ea of Chedtore by Alla, as 
told by C'bh Tod, is one of the most romantic that adorns 
ihe Hjinals of even tliis land of romance. Lakumsi, a 
minor, was at tills time sovereign of Clieetore, and 
Bheemid, his uncle, was protector he hod tiiarried Pud^ 
rnani (a name signifying singularly beautiful), the 
daughter of the King of Ceylon, whose matchless Ixiuuly 
forms to this day the insphang theme of the bards of Hiu- 
dosian. In hij# luxurious liarem at Delhi, the imagimition 
of Alla liad been inflamed by the description of the un¬ 
equalled beauty of this houri of Cheetore and he deter¬ 
mined to become the possessor of such a prize. He 
marshalled an army for the conquest of Hajpootana, and 
aftcfr a weary mardi of several months encamped under 
the waUa of Cheetore; and demanded us the price of his 
„ retreat the hand of the fair princess. But the Eajpoots 
of those days (deemed the honour of their women far 
above all earthly considerations, and his terms were in¬ 
dignantly rejected; for several nionths he continued the 
^ siege without success, and at length finding success hoi>e- 
^ iesss, he modified his demands to a. mere sight of this 
extraordinary beauty; a gratification he -a'os only per- 
mittc'd to enjov by the refraction of numerous mirrors. 
Belying on Bajpoot honour, he entered Oheetonci slightly 
gtmrdcd, and having contemplated, the reflected charms of 
Pudmani, he set out on his return to his camp; unwilling 
to be outdone in generous ooiifidence, Bheemsi accom¬ 
panied liim tjack to ihe front of the fortress, where, with 
unequalled deceit, Alla liad prepared nii ambusli, and 
. .seizing Bheemsi, luuried him off to Ins ciimp, and made 
Ids liberty dependent on the smrendor of his wile. Xo 
sooner tUd the news reach Cheetore, than Pudmatii 

^ K 

\ 

\ 


XL 


1304 }. 



i 

130 TITB PBIKCES OF mUIA- 

booK exprejw^l lier consent to tlie terms, and having taken 

t couDsol with hor kiuBfolk, n phin was do^iitetl ])y which 

T 300 . her honour might be saved, and. the bad faith of Alla 
descrvetlly pimijilieJ: intimation was sent to Alln^ that 
the day he withdrew from the trenches, Pudnimil would 
siuTeiider herself to him; but a stipulation was maile, 
that die should be accompanied hy a fitting baud of 
liauilmaids, and strict orders were to be issued to prevent 
cuiiotiity from violating the sanctity of female decorum 
and privacy. On the day appointed, seven hundred 
litters accompanied her to the royal camp ; each wTia 
borne by six umied soldiera, disguised as porters, and 
eouUtiued a knight of Chectore; the litters were deposited 
wdthin the royal tents, and half an Lour W'os allowed for 
the parting of the husband and his lovely ivife. At tlie 
termination of tlte interview the former was pkieed in a 
litter to be taken l>aek to the city, whilst the greater 
mmiher of supposed handmaids remained to accompany 
thefr queen to Delhi. 

Tlie treachery of Alla hastened the result of the stm- 
tagem ; for upon hb endeavouring to prevent the return 
of Bheemsi, the Rajpoot warriors spnuig ready aTmed 
from their litters, and attacked the PaUin truopa, A fierce 
and bloody contest ensued; a fleet horse conveye<l their 
chief to Chcetore, and Pudnuini was saved at the ez- 
peiLse of the lives of nearly every knight and noble of 
Qieetore, Tlie account of tliis aiego afibrds a touch¬ 
ing illustration of Raj pout ni devotion, and of the lofly 
heroUm that enables a wife to brave the bitterest death 
to preserve her husband from diahonour, and to gaze 
with emotions of deep joy uiJOii the appalling rite of 
the suttee that is to reunite her in the warriors’ paradise 
to the beloved object of her eaithly devotion. 

Amongst the fallen was Oorali, the iiticlo of PudmuiiL 
When his nephew Badul, a stripling of twelve, returued 
, vrith the survivona from the camp of Aik, the wile of 
Goroh questioned hun about hia uncle's conduct, ere she 



SACK OF CHEETOaF* 


lai 

performed thu Jast rite of suttee. “ He was tie renper of CJtAF. 
tlie hflrvGst of death,” said Badiil “ T followed bis steps ^ 
as the Iminble gleaner of liis sword: on the gory bed of i^oo. 
Iiononr lie spread a caipet of the alaln; a borbariaa prince 
Ills pillow; Le laid Mm down, and sleeps surrounded by 
Ms foes.” A^in she said, “ Tell me, Jj&dul, how did my 
Jove liehave ? ” ** Oh mother I how further describe Ilia 

deeds, when, he left no foe to dread or admire him-” She 
smiled farewell to the boy, and adding, “■ My Lord will 
chide my delay,” sprang into the flame. 

The llajpoot capital is di^icribed as liaviug been sacked 
three times and a half during Mussulman rule in Inilla; 
tills was the half sack of Cheetore, os though the city was 
not taken the flower of tlie nobility fell. 

A few years later Aha ngnm turned his orma again-st 
the Hajpoots, imd on this occasion occurred the first saka, 
or sack of Cheetorq the Immaculate. The defenders of 
Clieetore, weakened by his former onslaught, were unable 
to cope with the Ircsh legions of the steel-clad Khomaanes 
and Korcishls of Alla's iumy, who rohed on like the clouds 
of Bhodoon, and the city was taken. 

The following legend describes its ML “ The child 
lakuturi was dead, aud Bheemsi \vaa now sovereign; one 
night, after an arduous day, he was laying on his pallet 
pmdering on the danger of his beloved country, when ho 
was aroused by a voice exclaiming, ‘ I am hungry 1 ’ and 
his blood froze, as he recognified between him and the 
camp the form of the guardian goddess of Chcetore ; 

‘ not satiated/ exclairaed the Eana, ‘ tliough 8000 of my 
kinsmen were late an oflering to you?' 'I must have 
it^d victims,' answered the goddess; ‘ and if twelve 
who weiir the diadoin bleed not for diGOtore, the laud 
will pass friim the line.' Hunng said this she vauiehetL 
Kest day he recounted his vision to his diiefs, who 
' treated it as a disordered flmey; he commanded their 
attemlanCG at midnight, when again the form appeared, i 
ami repeated the terms on which alone she would remain 
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unoK amongst the^m; * though tliousanda of bai'barinna strew 
. I- tlie eartli what are they to me ? On each day enthrone 
ft prince^ let the emblem of royalty prodaim Ms sove¬ 
reignty, and for three days let his decrees be supreme; 
on the fourtli let him meet the foe and Ms fate, then 
only will I remaM.*" 

The Hana had twelve sons, and after a generous con¬ 
test for priority, the ddest was proclaimed soyereign; for 
three days he reigned supreme, on the fourth he'fell in 
battle; each in turn followed his noble example, and each 
in turn on the fourth day met his fate, until all but the 
youngest were sloiu. Oue more yictiiii only was required; 
calling his eliiefs around him, the Bana said, “ Now I 
devote myself to Cheetore.'* No power could turn him; 
a chosen band was sunt to cut a road through the enemj^'s 
ranks, and deposit his surviving son in safety; this being 
done he gave orders for the jolmr, or seif-immdlation of 
the women, the last refuge of conquered Rajpoots 
wliich dionsonds of the wives end daughters of Clieetore, 
including the fair Rudmaui, died; tlie Rana then put on 
his saflron robe, the emblem of sacritice, and set out witli 
his chosen foUowers to meet a certain death, 

Alla remained several days in Cheetore, sacking and 
destroying all the magnificent builtlinga of the Rajpoot 
capital Of all the works of a highly-refined rnc^e, the 
pnlacc of the noble Rheemsi and his spouse Pudmani 
alone escaped destruerion. After the sack of CJheetore 
Alla turned his arms against tlie neighbouiirig state 
of Jessuimere; for eight months the capital held out 
against him; the blockade was perfect, and the priva¬ 
tions of the besi^ed were terrible. When their sufierings 
were beyond endurance, Moolraj, the Prince of Jeesulraere, 
assembled Ms nobh^ and thus addreEsed them : ** We are 
the sons of the free, the blood of the Rhatore runs in our 
veins; shall we see our homes defiled, and our women 
' thshouoiired hy a l>arbarian foe ? For eight months we 
have defended our dwcUings, but our supplies are ex- 
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{jentletl, nnd tlicre Is no paiBijge for more j what is to be 
Uoiie?'’ The diiefe R'piiedt “ There m but oue refuge 
Icftf mid that is tbe joliur* e must itutiiolate the femalis, 
destroy by fire and ^vxiter wLsitever is destnictible, tmd 
bury what is not, tlieu open wide the gates, and, sword, in 
hand, lush upon the foe, and thus obtaih beavea." 

Moolraj and his chiefs repaired to thdr iKikces, ftn<l 
told the women tiioir decision, and desired them to pre- 
ptme to ifietst them in heaven.Smiling, the queen re¬ 
plied, “ This night we sTmU prepare, and by to-morrow's 
light w-e shall be the inhabitants of paradise.” 

The night was spent in preparations, and next moniing, 
at the royal gate, were collected the young, those undcr 
sixteeu, the middle aged, and those over forty; they bade 
a last ferew'ell to their friends ; tliejohur commenced, and 
4000 femoltis, from infancy to old ago, surrender£jd their 
lives, sonu^by the sword, others by fii-e; no one feared to 
die; eveiy iTilnuble was destroy^, and not the worth of 
a straw wa.s prtaerved for the foe; three thousand eight 
hundred warriors with their faces red with wrath died 
with their chieisL*® 

^^Tiilst Aik was razing to the ground the fairest cities of 
Ikjpootaiia and Guzenit, and his evil genius, Cafoor, was 
pillaging and devastating the fertile kingdoms of the Car¬ 
natic, a ^ad cloud arose in the nortli-west, whicli, in¬ 
creasing in size and portent as it rapidly advanced, at last 
broke on the frontiers of his empire with a fiuy that 
threatened to carry all before it 
Ever since the passing ravages of the Great Klum, bimds 
of fierce and hardy Scythiansi had contbmdiy been press¬ 
ing down from the north of Asia and locating themselves 
on the frontiers of India, where, having embraced the 
creed of M^omed, they were in large numbeis added 
as mercenaries to the anuiea of the Sultan of Delhi 
Eucouraged by iiartial succesis, and inflamed by the 
account of the wealth of Hindoetan, in the year a,d, 1392, 
Ciutcriich, son of the King of Transoxiana, crossed the 
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BOOK Indus with 200,000 horse, und almost reached Delhi. 
He was defeated by Alin , and Ziffer his general, at the 

1300. head of 300,000 horse and 700 elephants. Zlfler pm- 
Eued them a distance of thirty-six ndles ; but Lading at 
length outstripped his own troops he waa antTOimded by 
the Moguls, and afftcT deeds of extraordiuaiy valour, slain. 
When offered life attd honour if he wonld yield, he re¬ 
plied, ‘‘‘he knew no greater honour tlmn to die in dis¬ 
charging hia duty.” The terrible daughter of the Moguls 
on this occasion caused the name of Ziffer to become n 
terror to their nation. And for centuries after, when his 
horae started or was unruly, the Mogul soldier would ask 
him if *■ he saw the ghost of Ziffer P " 

The slaughter of the Moguls was very great, and for 
thirty imlea the Land was dyed with tlieir blood. But 
notwithstanding their defeat and destruction many thou- 
eauds of these hardy adventtirers remained in Hiudostan, 
where their northern energy and military character soon 
gave them great power over the enervated Affghans, 
who then niled that ooimtjy ; but iu the year 1300, in 
consequence of the discovciy of a supposed plot to des¬ 
troy and partition his kingdom, Alla gave orders for their 
extermination, and in one day the coqwea of 15,000 
Moguls cumbered the streets of the capital Little’ did 
tlie tinui] citiitens of Delhi, whilst gloaliug over the 
agonies of thousands of their enemies, brought to the 
Capital to be trodden under foot like grasshoppers or 
dashed against the walls and dismembered by fierce 
clcphanta, imagine how soon the tables would be turned, 
iitid a like destruction come upon tbcmselves; that e’er a 
hundred years had passed, terror and suffering should be 
the portion of their race ; that a liundred of their dcacen- 
dantfi should fiee Ijefore one of diose they were now so 
TutlJessly staying; tliot at the tramp of the Mogul panie 
should seize the city; “ that a man should idse up at the 
r \ oice of a bird, and fear should be in the way, and 
mourners go about the streets,” 
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The able anti unprintnpled Alla was now grooving oUl; 
the angel of death was close on liis irack; and cruel uud 
^ ruthless na he had occasionally been he yet exhibited 
dnriiig the liiat ycaj-a of Itis leigii a solicitude for the 
^welfiue of hia subjects that was rate in hia age and 
coimtry. Having summoned the great omralia of his 
DUtion togetlier, he took council with them; not this 
time how to enlarge his domiuiotut, but how to increase 
the wealth and prosperity of what he already possessed. 

According to the Persian historian^ he was completely 
^ encoessfuL The empire, says Ferishta, uever flourished so 
much as in this reign ; order aud justice travellL'd to the 
most niistant provinces, and maguiiiceiice luiscd her head 
- in the land; palaces, mosques, universities, baths, and all 
kinds of public and prit'ate buildings seemed to liso as if 
by the power of enchantment; neither did there in any 
age appear such u concourse of learned men from all, 
jtarts; forty-five, ekilled in the acienceei, were professors of 
' the imiversities. Kobberiea and thefls, formerly so geiicnil, 
were now almost nnkiioivm The traveller slept secure 

* upttu the higln.vay, and the merchant carried his goods in 
safety horn Cashmere to the Carnatic, and h'oni the sea 
of Uengal to tlie moimtruna of CabuL 

Although through life a slave to mtoxicalion, Alla 
discarded the vice in his old age. Edicts were issued 
forbidding the itec of wine or strung drinks, under any 
circumstauoes whatever; and he coupled the pleasure of 
tippling with die of instant decapitation. 

; Uc hims elf set the example of total abstinence to hJs 

subjects, by emptying his celhirs into the streets; in tliis 
he was followed by all ranks of his subjects, so that for 
days the common sewers of Delhi flowed with wine. Ho 
waa an enterpriring sovereign, aud only abandoned, liia 
plans of univerBal dominion from the conviction, to use his 
' own words, “ tliat tliere were in the world many heads as 
liard as hia own,” He numbered his cavalry and fomid 
lie had 475,000; to each man he paid from 80 to 240 
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book ntpecs, according to the value of ibe horsea and accou- 

——- tremcuts, whilst hia household servants amounted Ui 
1300. i"00U. 

The character of Alla was very equally halauccd be¬ 
tween good and ei.’ili the mtui and the beast equallj^’ 
divided ids naturd: the resultant of iliesc two oppoaing 
for^ often compelled him to a middle cjoui^su, under 
which, during a reign of twenty-one years, his subjects 
flourished and Lis empire attained pn3fli>erily. 

Perfectly illitemte when he mounted the throne, he not 
only educated himself, but ob%ed his aubjecta to fttUow 
his example j lie was so sensible of the disadvantages he 
laboured mjder, by hia ignomnee of letters, that he 
appUed himself privately to study, and notmtlistandlng 
the difficulty of aociuiiing the Persian manner of writing, 
he soon read all addresses, and made himself acquainted 
with the best authors of his language. After he had pixn 
cceded no far as to be able to hold ptirt iu learned liU- 
courses, he encouraged litexaty sobjects, and showed 
particular favoitr to all the eminent men of the age. 

The great axiom of Ids internal polity was, that re¬ 
ligion had no connection with civil goveiiunent, but was 
only the business or solace of private life, and 'that the 
will of a wTse prince was liettec than the variable 
opinions of bodies of mem He ordered a tax of half 
tlie real imnuai produce of the lands to be raised over all 
the empire, and to be regularly transmitted to the ex¬ 
chequer. He appoluted officers to superintend tlie col¬ 
lector, wlio wore to tithe care that no more should be 
required fri>m the farmers than \\tis in piiopoTtion to the 
estimate which they hud given in of their estates ; and iu 
case of neglect or disolmdieuce the superintendents were 
obliged to refund the overplus and to pay a fine for the 
oppression. The farmers at the same time wei-e coriiinGd 
to a certain proportion of land, and to an appointed 
r number of servonta and oxen to enJtivate the same No 
gmziera were permitted to have above a certain number 
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of cowa, elicc-p, and goatfl, and a tax wan paid out of tlnim chap* 
^ to the government. So strictly did the emporor look ^ 

. ^ after the behaviour of the coliectora and other oiilcers of 18 L6. 

' the revenue, tlmt many of them who formtjrly kept great 
retiuuea were obliged to diBrniss them, and to have aU the 
menial offices of their fiimilies performed by their 'H'ivea 
and children. Neither were they permitted to resign dieir 
employment tiU they found others (is capable as tbem- 
selvea to execute the duties of their oflicesL Tliese rcgu- 
lutioms were good, but they were arbitrary and severe. 

A murderer from his youth and a robber ou the gramlcat 
* scale, he yet suppressed theft throughout liia dominions, 
and rendered life and property ns secure in the thirteeuth 
* - century as at preseut In the year 1,S16, afiter a reign of 
twenty years, Alla gave up that life which like a comet 
liad alternately iuspircd the terror and the udmiratioii of 
his subjects; but not without suspicion of having been 
poisoned by Ids iuihmous favourite Cafoor. 
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NOTES TO CHAPTEE XL 

< Caotm^ tiDfulJfVTrni(fdTiii^ii^uilcti<H3ri "MoSksVft* 

tlltiu krifrwefft ll^ Jcwiljp tha eon nf ZotuuLh dU to iPo ihurvrqre 
ftcciordinp to tii^ wiAdonLr “und kt n^t hJfi hfnir haiid go down to tho in 

f ^ fwiice. And, Ih^IiciH^ Ebon bwi with thee Bhlmai the non of Germ, ie,, &e, 
jfow' bold buu not ^ ftmt itou. art o Tifie nititi tuid knowikBt 

wbot tliou ough^^t to du tinto liim f Lui bin hoar head bring thou down 
to the gTHTfl with yorKL'" 

* Tile followfiM of ^CaIioiu^ WEtTer mil Mahomediius^ imb 

too jlbninu.T; liut ^n^ilEUMii rarignedr of inimuzuimd beliBnetB ? thuA thoj 
novef iniH iia CKHatifini hut NiiiArenoi ojf KesBora^ 

* The Great PropbHt eouJil neitlier nor writei *ind eU hii wiiliuge 
wrre dono hj dJcta^oiip and inocY of Lbuni frCTTHt^iIied on the bonoa of 

* Budrtha was leceiTtMi into the BrahmlnEejd Pantheon, ea one of the 

Ai-iitar^ of VMuiu^ but orthodcux BrmhmiiiA dklikod hinij nnj be ia now 
looked upon na m. impoatyr m the of Ipdia, 
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m TBK FEl^CES OF OfBlA* 

* One pne^i <Lnd 500 IL^t In cLnrninlem^ee^ liewn mit eiT 

ike telid rock, ot n. Imt fcinUj wm eculptnred so Ad to leprowMft fino 

Iaoo^ and 'wba espmutLNi ^um Ita paront rock by an excAYatod oica of eeYeral 
kim-irod feet 

■ Ceylon wiw at thia trnie rokd hj Teincila from tka Makkar coeat^ ooe! 
It la probable that all tbe tMilcB in ttmt ioLmid atb tkeir work 

^ j\ii old ItilLiui proverb nboot tbo jjroedineaa of the piicain of Italy, 
elroady quoted, appllea ^tk full foroo to Ihoee of IndiA \ nnd ba the four 
thin^ toeutioued by Sulomon aa keui^ neTor utiaSod, Bndmkini migkt 
ccrtfl-ioly bo addod. 

■ Um Xletuta hsit Tongkaa lu A.11. and buYcllad to B&lbi Wbem 

be AXiiYed at the court of Mutmnunedj tba vlaliir klm 30Q0 dmaie to 
kATO his clothes woflked; net probabtj before they wAnted It He trAYeUed 
tkreugk the greater part of HkLdoetan^ the Deccnnr Gazerat, And MalAbAT. 

^ l^bahLy tha uicostoto of the pieseut colLod MoplaB^ iko moat do- 
tormined and oniii;gutia of all tho i^akittctM of ludk. 

tho Biituta tiilla U 9 Sumu of tho junks hod jm mimy ■# BQO edlore and 
400 iiq 1 fliera« The c^xmoiAiidor was n gront emir. In the lorge ffhipe they 
■ow garden herbs and gingoTi which they cultiYale in cklema mada m 
pnrpoaep and placed on the Mdffi of them. In tkiiso^ aku, are kuusca cun-i 
etnicted of wood, in which the offletara lived. ^^GEtuanDj Bpeftbing',*^ eaj^ 
Ibn Batuta, ** the Chinese are tho richest poopto in the worhi '^ 

I * Tod. 

“ The sacrilice hy which the wumen perfbna AuttJee before their hua- 
bnud’s death U CAlJed the aohag^ or Jiih[ir+ 

^ Thii aska took place 4.U* 1295, S« Tod’i ^ EajaathaiL'' 
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JL1>, 1321—iseT. 

TH£ AEiaNa OF MDViUtlCR ANtl CUTBCnt}. — THE HOOK OF OUAZ! TCKTEILAIT. 

—VQHAHKED IIT. TWESTT-SBVTS VURS. — ftUOiSf HI. TUTltTr-NDIB 
■ TEAltS. 


Tub rapid decay of the Afghan rule in HLudoftnn tlatea chap 
fixmi the death of Allfu The character of his immo- 
diatc successor, Mubarick, woa too iufatnuus to doscrve i32l. 
even the most passing nientioji in histoiy; stained by 
every vice that can debase human nature, the most 
brutal deeds of Pome’s worst emperors are eclipsed by 
his fiendish freaks. He beat to death the priucipul of 
die preachers, who was the keeper of the jewels, because 
he had been outwitted by some Hindoos; and some 
bnitahs who spread the report of his death, which in 
those days was sufficient to liave caused a revolution, were 
by hLs orders buried alive. They had buried hiTn alive 
in Jest, he said, but he woiUd bujy them alive in ear¬ 
nest. Afror a disgraceful reiga of five years, he was 
aiaaseinated by his minion Chusero, or TTn>tftn, and the 
government of Hindostan passed from his hands into those 
of a monster os brutal ae himself. 

Chusoro massacred all that remained of the race of 
Aik ; but, at the cud of five montlis, was defeated and 
slain by Ghazi Toghhik, the Patan governor of Lahore {a 
former slave of the empei-or Baliu, and son of a Jit 
woman), who was by the unanimous voice of the omrahs 
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(ledred to moiiDt the tlirone : the story Is thus tokl. Tlio 
day after tlie defeat of Chusero^ Toglilak ninujjted Ills 
horse, and cDtered Dellii in triumph. When he c^une in 
sight of tile royal palaec, he began to "weep, saying with ^ 
a loud voice, “ 0 ye subjects of this great empire, I am 
no more timn one of 5'ou who unsheathed my sword to 
deliver you from oppression, and rid the world of a 
monster; my endeavouiw, by the blessing of God, have 
been crowned with success j if, therefore, fmy of the 
royal family yet remain, let them be brought that justice 
may take place, and that we his servants may prostrate 
ourselves before his throne. But if nono of the race of ' 
kitj^ have esenped the bloody hand of tyranny and usur¬ 
pation, let the most worthy of tlie illustrious order be -• 
elected among you, tmd I shall swear to abide bv your 
choice.’’ 

The people cried with one voice that none of the 
princes were now ahve; that as he luui shielded them 
from the rage of a tyrant, none was more worthy to reign 
than himself Tlieu, seizing him in n manner by violenc€!, 
thi^ placed him upon the throue, arid, hailed him by 
the title of Ghazi, King of tiie World. Under the 
fostering oire ot tide excellent monarch a transient pros¬ 
perity ngaim aprend over Ilindostan, but it was of short 
duration; he was killed, efrer a reign of four years, by 
the falling in of a wooden pavilion, prepared by his son, 
llohammed, to do him honour, and so ooiiti'iv'efb that 
aa soon as the throne in the centre eliould be pres&od, the 
whole edifice fell to jjiecea. ^ 

Mohammed IH. was a monster who walked in the 
footsteps of AUft the Sanguinajy, and dming twentv- 
seven yearn scourged the land of Ilindostan. His reinn 
begun with pan-idde, was one continued course of blood¬ 
shed and cnielty. He took it into his head that he 
aliodd be belter served by tliose of low estate than by - 
nobles, and accordingly he promoted a singer, a gardener 
a weaver, a slave, and oiJiers to be omrahs, forgetting the' 
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atl%-ice of the sage, that he who eiialta the head of a 
Ix'ggar* and liopes great things from his gratitude, iuvertvS 
the uature of tilings, and aoirrishGs a sertwnt in hig 
bosom, ire. 

Under iWa atrocious monarch, all the connuesto of 
Alla were lost, and the empire of die Sultans of DelJii 
LtwaidiGu away tu ita former limits, 

• Thu heart of a tyrant lj ingonjoua in devising fresh 
means of torture for his subjects ; but it required an 
Easteni timning in the school of Alla aud JIubarick to 
conedve that pe^tmtefi by 3foIuimmed 
- Being min± irritated by the rebellion of the inliabi- 
tants of IX'lhi, and particularly so at a letter they hud 
^^Uen complaining of hia exactions, he ordered the 
r inhabitants to quit Jhe cily, aad proceed to Dowletabad 
HI the Deccan, dLstant forty days’ journey. Upon 
sonic hesitation being evinced, he made a proclama- 
ttoo, t^t any person wliatever, being an inhabitant of 
the city, and Ibund in any of ita houses or streets on a 
certain day, should receive immediate puniahment All 
i left their homea ; but the king's servants finding a blind 
man m one of the houses, and a bed-ridden one m another 
he commandeil the former to be projected from a cata¬ 
pult, mid the latter to be dragged by his feet to DowIeUu 
ttw : but his Hiubs dropped olf by tlie wav, and only one 
W 1^ IcH^ was brought to the city and cast into it, to 
tiilfil to iLe letter the Older that every man should go to 
tJiut piftoe. 

After years of desperation aud suffering, wlien tlie 
greater number of tlii>sc who had been thus forced from 
their homea and property into a strange land, and 
ninougst a people who knew them not, had ixirLdied of 
k lunger and want, he allowed tlie miserable remnaute to 
■return to Delhi, fe> find their noble city tenanted with 
g»^ls of prey, and tlidr fertile fields barreti wastes,* 
pi Mohammed eclipsed Nero in ferocity, lie at least 
equalled him in folly. The farce of iuatalliiig a favoui-ite 
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horse in the consular dignify was quite escccded by a 
freak of the monarch of Hindostan. During one of his ^ 
mar t’ll PS in theDcecan, he was seized with a violent tooth¬ 
ache, and having endured its estractioti, lie ordered ii(^^ 
to be buried with much solemnity at Beir, and a magni' 
ficent mausoleiim to be raised over it, where it still 
remains, a startling monument of humnii vanity and folly. 
Truly, “ man, proud man, drest in a Uttic brief autiiority, 
like an angry ape, plap such fantastic tiickt* before 
liigh heaven os make tlie angels weep,” 

In the north the hardy Mc^uls, undaunted by their 
repeated repulses, and still forced on by mcreasiiig num- * 
bera In their reai*, kept continually pressing down on the 
fertile plains of Hindostan ; whilst in the south the-whole ^ 
of the Deccan, with the exception of Dowletabad, threw 
off the M ussulman yoke; and tlie Hindoo population of 
the Oiruatic and ilpore, dismayed by a report assidu- 
ouslv spread by the priests that the Mahouiedapa bad 
formed a plan for the forcible conversion of all the 
worahippers of Brahma, rose en niasse^ and massacred 
or expelled every follower of the Prophet from their ■ 
oountry. 

For some years, the Deccan was (ihnost entirely 
freed from Mussulman rule; and the city and fortress 
of Dowletabad constituted the sole Temaining ]XKse5*. 
sion of the Sultan of Delhi south of the Ifcrbudda^ 

To meet the cmcigcncies of his tyranny and prodi¬ 
gality Mbliammed tripled the atrendy grievoua imposts 
on the people ; hut he overstrained the endurance, 
even of the patient lyotfl of Hindostan. \VTiole pro¬ 
vinces were abandoned and became desolate, and tire 
wretched, mhnhitants sought in inhospitable jungles and 
in a life of rapine a relief from exactions that were in¬ 
tolerable. But Mohiunmed was not to be thus baulked 
of his victims. Surrounding tlic districts where liLi-. 
wrcEchml .subjects Itad thus sought shelter with a cor¬ 
don of Ids troo[i!;, as if for a great hunt, he gradually 
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, contriictod the circle, ainl destn>yed nil mthin it like 
wild l>eiists. This repeated, till tlntiugliout ivhole 
^ tpro^iiioes, once populous uud fertile, rnfin was eslenui- 
iiated, and the wild bcflats of the forest Te^nimed 
prinuKval sway. But with all his atrodouB attrihutea 
Mohunimod possessed qualities that have made his name 
famous in Indku history. Brave and skilful in all war¬ 
like eatercises, his umbition was unbounded, and universal 
empii'e his mm. He made war on the grandest scale, 
and the Deccan, Pemii, and China w^nere by turns the 
objects of his cupidily and the graves of hia armies.® lie 
* was n magnificent patron of learning, and the professors 
of philosophy, logic, and jihysic enjoyed at his hands a 
^ ^profusion never before equalled. His writings ivere 
numerous, and remarkable fur elegance and vigour, mid 
his memoTy was so estraordiiiary os to fiivour the liellef 
that he knew^ the 'Koran by heart. He built almshouses 
nnd endowed hosjjitals, and Limseir attended the glck in 
order to study the symptoms of disease. But with all 
tJiese brilliant attributes liis beait was ci'iiel as the grave ; 
i he spumed all laws of justice ami h uman ity; he found 
pleasure in contemplating humim sullering; and the 
mwery of hia subjects was by turns a subject of Intlifier- 
ence or delight. At length, after a reign of twenty- 
•- seven years, during which time, says his historian, he 
laboured with no contemptible abilities to make himself 
detested by God and abhorred by ail mon, Mohammed 
died of eating too mucdi QsIj at the termimition of tlie 
feast of Mohurrum: fit ending for a monster cursed with 
such passions and inatincts. 

Li Ferode HI., tin? nephew of Toghlak and successor of 
the wortliless Mohammed, one bright gleam of light burst 
through the murky litTUosphere of imperial crime, and for 
ueiirly foily yeara ilhi mines the deparling glory of tlie Aff- 
' ghan dynasty. Ferose III., nltliough of the most warlike 
-tribe of the adventurous race of Afighans, was no warrior. 
He was a man of ptsice. Tlie luat of conquest was un- 
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HOOK known to him. He knew that “ he tliat loveth ellver shaJl 

_ - not be satisfied with silver," and that “ silver and gold and 

13D1. the peculiar treasures of kings and of the provinces do not 
bring happiness.” And during a rdgn of thiriy-Bevert^ 
years he sought in the arts of peace, in the cultivation of 
science, and thefimprovements of agriculture, the meana 
of restoring that hnppineas and prosperity to his people 
which the ceaseless wars of his ancestors had bonislied 
from the kingdom. 

The mo^ues that he built, and the gaideos he laid 
out, the schools he endowed, the caravanserais aud tlie 
hospifitls, the baths and the tombs, the fiily canals and 
the hundred bridges, the hundred palaces aud the hun¬ 
dred and fifty wells witli which this enlightentid monarch 
enriched and developed the resources of his hingilom, 
have most justly earned for him the enthusiastic coin- 
niendations of historian?. The good works of the 
enlightened Feroac did not pass UAvay ivith tlie life 
of him who constructed them. The canal, a hundred 
miles in lengtli, with which he coimectcd the Sutlej and 
tljc Jidger, the seven splendid sliuces at the lliBsar 
Ferozebad, the gigantic cutting destined to irrigate and 
enrich the parched deserts of Sirhend and Loodiarta, 
still remain to testify to his enlightened rule, and to indi¬ 
cate by evidence that cannot lie, by fertile lauds and 
populous districts, how different might now be the con¬ 
dition ol India had his successors followed in his steps. 
The inestimable blessings of irrigation wliich sciunce 
lias conferred upon the plains of Lombard)', Chinn, and 
the Carnatic, imd by which nature has through all time 
enriched the I>elta of Egypt, Ferose providetl for many 
of the parched regions of iDndostnn. The magical effect 
of an arctic spring, succeeding the dretiriiiess of an eight 
months winter, is not more startling than the progress and 
arucUoration which follow any work? of irrigation in India. 

, Tliousands of acres, that had before only produced one 
.scauly bars'cst, now sent forth tivo ah imdHn i: ones. Him- 
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flreds of thousands of iidiabitatils tioclied from legiotis less chap 
blessed to those fruitful abodes of ijlcnty; and soon the 
^ Imnlcs of the canals were liruid with Tillages, the fruitful litsr. 
pktins covered with cattle^ and the name of the beneficent 
Ferose blessed by the lips of 'thousands of prosperous 
subjects. * 

Fer^e levietl a tax of a tenth of the produce of die 
land lertilisod by the cauals, which, together with the 
revenues of other districts uc^vly brought into cultiva¬ 
tion, he applied to charitable uses. Such was the ex- 
ample of philanthropy and enlightened policy, sot by an 
F.astem autocrat, in the age that saw tlie Turks fimt enter 
Emope, and the rival Popes leave Avignon; in which 
iShcola Eieiiid, last of Ilomaiis galvanised into spasmodic 
life die scarcely animate remains of the q^ueen city of the 



Finding the inCrmities of age pressing haj'd upon him, 
Ferose abdicated the throne in favour of his sou Moham¬ 
med ; biit^ he lived to resume the reins of authority on 
the expulsion of that prince by the dissatisfied omraha, anti 
at their advice, to place liis gmudson, Toghlak, on the 
Arone. He expired a.d. 13S7„at tlie age of ninety-one, 
111 the diirty-seveutfi year of fiis leigtL 
Nearly five hundred yearn have elapsed since Ferose 
reigned over a tentli of the territory we now possess. 
For the JiM fifty years the resources and revenue® of thu 
entire fAminsuk of India have been in English hands. In 
that period eeienee has advanced with a bewildering 
Kipiditj- that dwarfs in the far-off distance the mightiest 
mtellects of the preceding generation, and the liistoiy of 
tlie world may be eearchetl in vain for any corresponding 
progress of the liLUiian I'nco. riunng these many vears of 
almost uiilvei'sal amiilionitioni what has England done t*.i . 
enrich India, or even to maintain undiiuinislied existing 
sources of prosperity ? 



Will the unprejudiced historian deny that the Affghon 
sovereign of that day was wiser in his generation, more 
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phiknthropiail in liis principles, more liberal in hia plans 
ami labours, and more wortliy of the love of his siubjech!, 
and of the blessings of their diiiclren’s children, tliau tlje 
body of merchant priiic^ who, satisfied with aelf-praisc!, 
luive dewed with apathy, if not aversiou, all plans for 
the improvement of India, (md wntclied mlhoui shame 
the grudimi decay of those wondrous monuments of in¬ 
dustry and eivillsation, over whose destruction oven time 
still lingers, that provided water ffir a parched-up land, 
and converted arid wastes into some of the noblest pro- 
daces of the world. 

Tiie Lotos placed aloft in the thonsaiid temples of India 
and Egypt demonstmtes the strong traditiotval veneration 
for the uqnatlc eletneuL amongst a j>erjjdo who know no 
otlier want. Can w'c, in thus mielly ignoring the great 
inatinclivc ivorship of cur subjects, deny that we liave 
deserved the enmity of millions of the present generation, 
or cS|Tcet to escape the contempt of those who are to 
come. 

Tliose who carefully and without prejudice wiTl efsamine 
tlie present condition of public works in ludJa, must 
ackjiowledge that the niilliona of India have more reason 
to bless die period of thirty-nine years pasBEw:! under the 
AfTghan Ferose, than the century wasted under the vaunted 
influence of the Hou. East India Compsiny's rule,® 

But even the beueficeut rule of Ferose w'as unable to 
stay the mtuch of corruption, and while he waa doing his 
utmoMi to ease the burdens and improve the condition of 
his subjects, destiny, with her unswerving step, was (jom- 
pleting the downfall of the Afighan tlynasty. 

The various northern races who had settl^ in the warm 
regiona of IliudosUin and founded the Musauimnu empiiv}. 
Lad, like all exotics, drooped, and lust (heir energy on 
a foreign soil, The Hindoo ntjas no longer tremblctl 
before the fierce energy of the Moslem omridts. 

In many parts of the empire the flag of revolt was 
raised; the woidthy provinces of BongfU asserted their 
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Inrlependenci?, aiul again the dorainioua of tlie liatigbty 
motuii'ohs of Dellii dwindled lo deciiy. 

^ Mnhmoud, tliu gnundswii of Ferose, was the last sove¬ 
reign of the Aflghan race that eat on the throne of 
nindostan; and diminished ns hie ancestral empire had 
now become, he was not long allowed to enjoy it un- 
chnllctiged. He had omitted the first mid most Tiocessary 
stop for the secure possesidon of an eastern throne, iu 
not destroying all the maleii of hia family. He was 
opposed by Nuserit, miotlicr grandson of Fenrwie, and for 
a time tlie plots and counterplots and bloody coiittists of 
these candidates for sovereignty, wlio held their rival 
courts in Delhi, equalled those tlien raging between the 
Orsini and the Coionna in tlie streets of die Holy City 
itself. Tlieir bitter contention received- the quietus that 
generally attends disputes of that nature; whilst they wete 
striving for the shadow, the substance was seized by one 
stronger dmn either; during tlieir domestic strife, the 
crafty minister of Mahmoud, giving each of the rival 
daimants a shcD, kept the pwirl of possession for himself 

The sure sign of desolation exhibited by a kingdom 
^'vided agaimst itself, like tliii death straggle of an animal 
in the great ptimp!^ of South America, s 4 Ton attracts birds 
of prey, from regions far out of sight, to share the feast 
ot eorruption. Fierce animals, mitural enemies at other 
times, on these occasions u iiite in making eommoti cause 
to despoil a defenceless carcass. 

Two hundred years before, the diminion of the Hindoo 
rajas, caused by the romantic eiiteqirise of Pithowra, 
brought the lYdglion to Delhi j and in turn their own 
diiseneions atlruct^ a foe more fierce and powerful 
than they. 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER XU. 

* Thu BatuEiii, wha tnFTPJl^ Tn IliuJiMtim duniif? thifl descnbei 

DdIEiI ts ** the ^raitcflt city in the wigrM ’ft'itli the fewest lakahitmatik^ 

® The famotiH iDDsqiRi of DelM waa orrigicully ii Hindoo teiuple. 

* He jsent an BJiuy of *370^000 hiMriEi oecordiQg;^ lo Piudjilititt, te PetaLa, but 
WM obliged to dj&lHuid them for wmit of pay. 

Htj poiietnit 4 :»d the HiEUBilajinj with lOO^OOD horse for the ruTwon of 
Cbhui< hut wuH oppoftyl bj M Ohioeie erniT hu dim^d not enecimter^ his 
troopt perished thTociigii ihmiiLe, Dud ouii eciJtccly a mun aiir- 

fifed to descnhe rhe disnetei; 

■■ Ihen liufti wo to her latest Ttibune''3 nnmej 
From her ten thoiiaaitd tjnrata turn to LhiMj 
Hedeemer of fWlc oealiinea of ahainep 
The fiiiifid of PetTttErhj hope of Itolv, 

Jiiienzi I last o£ liomiuij;! 

* The magnificent worKa of iTrigatiDii left by the natiTC prmced of the 
CatnatiCp Ln JEhuftoen diatrieta alone, represent a capiltil of fiHeen miliiona t 
(me of thEm IS capfdile of Bupplviii^ water for ogTicuItnral purposea to 
thirty-two Tillages for eighteen monllLsi. The feilowing extmoto fioiu 
Colonel Cotton^a report oil puhlic wurka of Miidru ahow th'aif prcffitiit 
condidon So gefierally Indeed hare I foimd ths works in a dEfEctSve 
atatcp that I belieTs I may aay tliat nearly all ths timka in the cramtTj^ 
md nearly all the chaonuls water leee than tb^ did ^ many only one- 
fonrTtb^ and great niimlMis fiiun onE-half to tbiee-tourtha.*’ Agoid^ id 6 
of the JwmE tETwrt, *^The eitont of iixigatiDcii- may h« judgwl from 
£ict^ that in fourteen uf the chief iyot:war Irrigated dJetnets, thu uum^r 
of latibR and channels coneMembly exeeeda d^^OCM) in repair] bosidES 10^000 
dtit of tSpaiTa^ 

So that imdPT the raimted mla of England the nativeg of India hsTo 
altogether loet one-fifth of the ningnifieout work^ of imgadan h>ft them hy 
their ancestors^ and only deriTe one-half the former ndTsstagea of thuao 
that renuUn! 

The fact is dnnining^ indeed^ w'hen 'we consider that thisi has occurrsd In n 
land whsie the actnoi exif^tcnca of millioiia depend upon the artificM 
eupplj nf water ; and ihat wo had. not to provide^ hut merely keep In m- 
pobj exijdng means of irrigation^ 
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The spectacle c^ibited by tlie AJTghan dynas^ tottering 
to its fall did not long escape tlie notice of n conqueror 
more ambitious tbau Genghis and more ruthless than he 
of Ghizni, wbo, after a flight of uninterrupted conquest, 
was hovering over the banks of the Indus watching an 
opportunity to bmj Ilia talons in the tender flesh of Hin¬ 
dustan, 

In the year 1398, very nearly 400 yeans after the 
invasion of Mahtnotid of Ghi^iii, Tunour the Tartar, at 
tlie head of a mighty army of Mogul horsemen, crossed 
the Kilab at Attock*, and joined ouo of hjs graudsoup 
who had already kid siege to Motil lim. 

From the earliest age at which the human mind dis¬ 
plays its natural iustinetd, Timour“ sumained Leng from 
Ms lameness, aimetl at universal empire, llis father, of 
the noble tribe of Berlass, was hereditary chief ^of 
the Green City, in the ftmitful plains near Samarcand®, and 
his mother was the fbuTteenth in lineal descent &om 
Genghis, the great £han. 

The career of Timour commenced at the age of thirteen; 
at that of thirty-five he was at the Couralki, or general 
diet, held on the plains of Akiar, close to his native city. 
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prodaimwl lonl !ind uresponEible moiiarcb of the bnuiid- 
leas regiom and Tinimmbered nidlioua of Cent ml x\sia. 

Hie fiiTSt iwenty yeais of liis life were jMis&etl in trials 
and Itiinl^liiijs liiat would liave broken (lie spirit of one 
les detertiiiji lid ; but month? and Teats of aufieriug anti 
privation were imable to daiuit the buoyant courage of 
the young Tartar^ fosftered in a superstitious age and coni- 
nmnity, by the sanguine predielions of the professois ot' 
tlie dark science of astrology': lie uas told that at liis 
birth the planets quitted their orbits: and the title of aahib 
Kjerami, IjoitI of Auspicious Conjunctions was lM?s(owed, 
on the yoimg prince, whose wonderful destiny could change 
tlie eternal laws of heaven itself. But although 'I’iraour 
knew liow to avail hiiusell of the credulity ofasii]icrstitious 
age,Ills was not a iniud to be wartieil by the wortldess 
flaUeiy of courtiers or the interested predictions of sooth- 
saye^. I conlide,” said he, in the assistance of tlie 
Ahnighly^, who has never abandoned me; what avails 
the triplicity or ticmJuncrionB of tlie piimcts to me who 
never delay one moment the execution of my iirojecte, 
when I have taken sufficient meana and precautious to 
bring them to perfection ? " 

Tlie noise of a whip, and the noUe of the rattlinfr of 
the whecK and of the prancing horses, and of the jumping 
cnnrioti?, tUe shouts of vietoiT, the ginjaas of tlie dym^ 
the llimies of cities, and the anieU of death should herald ' 
the ap]>roach of the great liinour Beg on the fitage of 
lustory. Eveiy battle of the warriorsi, wc are told, is iritii 
conftiseil noise, and garments rolled in blood ; but those 
of limour were indeed with burning and fuel of fire 

Emeiging from tlie dread city of Samarcaud, that, sfrmd- 

m the veiy centre of the old world ^ lias, apparentlv, 
m ali ^cs been the capital of tlie empin? of death, whence 
.^rael has, m his own season, sent fortli on his bloody niia- 
sion ao many of the great acourges and conquerors of man- . 

Timoiir the decoying prince, willing servant of' 
.such a lord, had already overrun and depopulated half of 
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f Geoi^pfia jind Khomssan, the fioji- 

tiers of CbiMi and F.-i8tem Tartnry Juid all Ju turn felt 
power of i .13 .wotxL The shore, of the Caspian had 
been m^dL^ the inbnlary provinces of Husda opcu- 

The mvasion of Hiiidostan was merely an episode in a 
hfe of coufiaest, the passing whim of the vietor of thlrtv- 
iive campaigns, and iroin whose brow aUeady flashed iLe 
fedorj^ „f A wore ol conrjnered eiowns. Arrived on the 

!dw Hi ^ opportunity, and thus 

dieerfull> ^phmied Jm views to his emirs: ** Fortune 

niy dear tnends, tmnishes us with auch happy conjunc- 
- tions that she ,^m., to offer },erself to us and invite us 
to lay hold of the favoumble opportunities ivhieh pi^feiit 
lhem=.tKes; for, iw we have already seen Iran and 
Touran, and alm^t aU Asia, under onr command, ahe 
now hlnjws us lnfhl^ through the disordem of tlje princes 
^vho govern it, opening its gates to tooeive ns. ^Iv 
name ha.s sprt^d terror throughout the tmiveise and 
the east motion I make is capable of shaking the whole 
earth, it is theiyfore time to attaedt tlie^ peojile of 
India w^ere, having overcome ivhat opiwses our designs 
we sijall obhge this kingdom to acknowledge no o^er 
wvereign but me. Wliat think ye, my dear friends, 
who are the coinpamon^i of my yictoties. of tJiL, great 
enterprise. Speak all m general and cveiy one in par¬ 
ticular yoiir opimorn of thi.s proposal, which appears 
^aonable since fortune Las not yet vvithdrm^ n hi pro¬ 
tection from us,” They artswered that the orrlcrof the 
emperor w^ a law to all men, and more particukrly so 
to diose who were his slaves: that wherever be should 
set his feet there they sliouJd be ready to lay their heads 
Tims encourage he girded up his loins, and crossed 
tliL Attock, ami iiegan destroying the temples of India 

and givmg ciin-eney to the IVIahomethin religion in . 
that coujitiy^ “ 
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BOOK Tittle more tLan five months was occupieiJ by Timour 

_I; in the invasLoii of Hindostan; but they were montha of 

idsia. blood, if over, in hia former conquests, Lad the fntnl 
ecjtbc of this colfiesiia of blood reaped so' heuiy ond un¬ 
resisting nn harvest of liiimim life, or Lis dtstroyiiig troops 
more fully eNeiujfiil'icd tlie tmtli of the bmtk boast of 
the dev.Tstatiijg Alitric, that “ thick grass was easier to ciit 
tlian When tire angel of death wisliea *' to sup 

full ” of horrora he animates the soul of a conqueror or 
a fanatic. Nature, in her most avenging mood, is merci¬ 
ful compared to destroying man. No plague, no earth¬ 
quake, no coiivnlsion of nature, but that of the great 
Hood itself, ever sent to their last account more of the 
hitnian mee in a few short months tlian did tlie swords 
of Genghis jmd Tamerlane and other fell destroy era 
of their species.® 

Advancing steadily day by day by regular marches 
of thirteen miles, the country ou either side bright 
irith buTiiiiig villages, Ids camp cumbered with captives 
and plunder, devastatmg like a flight of locusts, and 
leaving scarce a wreck liebind, butchering from a love 
of blood, and destroying from a barbaroua hatred of 
refinement, the e.^terminating legions of Tiinour ap¬ 
proached the capital of Tlindo5Utn.“ All the noble worL 
that adorned her gorgeous cities wore destroyed; and 
of all the teeming millions that, inhabited her phiiii, the 
holy race of the Syeds the lineal descendimts of the 
great prophet of Jlecca, were alone found worthy of 
mercy. In the great temple of Xukcl, Timour broke 
the idol with his own hands ; and wlien asked by the 
Bmlnmns to spare their god, he fierce!v answered, ** I 
will break your gods to give them an opportunity of 
performing a miracle by healing themselves," 

Encamped before tJm city of Delhi, Timom- gave 
orders for the prelude of the most frightfid tragedy that 
even his nund, fertile in conceiving deeds of blood, had 
_ devised. On the 31st December, 139S, waa peipe- 



TfiiOUJJ TJIE TABTAE. 

, t!,„t ibrtgure Ae I,l«.dy p.ig« „f ™ 

coiiipans™ \Mtb It, the munler of the iiiiiocente the 

Att^ and his Huna, the destruction of the Jews at 
- fl aga, or of the Saracetis in JenL^alern, sidt’into insi^- 
iiiiicanee, and almost shine forth as deeds of merev. The 

m Ulo evont of any reverse, tliey would rise Wm I,in, 
e commandal tliat ad captives above GJleen vo.m of 
ago shonld be put to dentli, tu]diug, that ^vho 
husiutcd or refused to csecute his comniaind ahouId^tJiem- 
edves be dam, and thdr tvivcs, cliildren, and effect be 

tins diabohcal command was made public, it was 
put into cEecuticn, and in kss than an horn a hundrS 

Mu^r j ■"’ computation of the 

Mu^sdman historian, were put to death. So unlvemal 

was 13 massacre, that iloukaa Masareddin jVmor one 
of tlie most reverend doctors of the court, who iadd 
never «t so much as to kill a single sheepT^, 

“t 

e JrtT"^ f "n out of 

® frhouJd keep watch over the Jmlian women 

^d cluldreiL !* Wo stand amazed at the inhuman cruelir 
of the mind that conid devise, and the ferodtj^ of the 
hands tlmt could execute, such-a deed of blood. No 
excitement, no fedings of revenge prompted this whoie- 
aile atrocity: it was merely an act of deliberate poUcy 
designed and executed lA-itlv the indifference of the 

It was, moreover the act of the man who tells ns him- 
siclf, that in his youth he Ijad made a vow never wilftdly 
to injure any creature, and that when he did so he 
was sorry lor it ; that, having one da)* miintemtionally 
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BOOK trodden on an nut, lie felt as if his foot Ijfid lost its 

L pow^er. If such was the treatment of those TiT^ho had ^ 

yiidded, what would be the anticipated fate of those 
ivlio presumed to defend their children and their gods 
God " snys the Persuin historian, “ was angn’ wdth 
the people of IBndostnn, nud he gave them Moliammed, 
a prince as unfit for the age in whidi he lived as ho waa 
unwordxy of better Limes." Gathering from the terror 
of ids subjects the obedience he conld not exact iti more 
peaceful times, and supported for once Imth by lliissulman 
nobles and the nati ve rajas, this miserable mouarch struck 
one blow for tlie birtluight that Imd descended lo v 
him tliroiigh tiventy-two sovereigns of Ids race, and on » 
ihe plains before Delhi made one gallant ellbrt to ^ 
defend his people and Ida throne; but the Mglmn 
soldiers of Mohammed's armies were exotics. A long 
residence under the soordiing sun of IlmdosLau had 
left them httle of the niicieut vigour of their race- Their 
creed and their love of display vrerc all that remained to 
connect them mth tlie fierce warriors who overran India 
imder the moiiarchs of Ghor and Ghizni. They could 
jiot cope with their eompiitriots fresh from the iiivigo- 
mting plains and moimtaina of the north. Even tho 
terrible aspect of the long linos of turreted elephants 
fill led to awe men ^vhe hatl conquered eveiy foe from ^ 
the Indus to the Muditemmcaii fiea.^® The elephants, 
terrified by fire-arms, were forced back on the foot sol- ' 
diers^ The army ivas diiveu with great slaughter into 
the dly, and, according to the historian, ** in a short time ^ 
the field was covered with elephants' trunks, and th^ 
heads and bodies of the slain." Molmmmed Esoughi 
safety in flight, and the de^'oted inhabitants of Delhi 
capitulated under tl;e vain promise tiiat their lives should 
be spared 

Timonr pitched bis tents outside die city, oud for — 
n several days carefully abstained from aoj attempt at 
pillage. Wliether he ever intended to eserciBe the rare 
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- virtue of clemency, we oiii never tell t the mtm whose chap. 
I ^ huHik iven? 6till red witli the blood of 100,1100 prLsonei^f?; 

at Bagdad, tlie abode of peace, could erect a 13&3- 

F mid of SO^OOO himiaTJ skulb, and at Aleppo could coa- 
vei't^e ^Y^^h perfect caln^oe^ on general questiona of 
philanihropy, whiJijt tliu streets mn de^^p'witti the inuo- 
ceut blood shed by LLs iiceutious soldi el's, eamiot be 
crcfliLed with any great ainount of eont^idcrfitioii for a 
few hundred thousantl more or Icsh lielplc^ women iind 
children. He liimselfT both in the commGntaries on Jiia 
^ life and by the pen of hla secretary, lisserta Liis mdigna- 
tion at the want of huth exhibited by his troops. It is 
probable thnt liis thoughts were more embiU^ed by 

- '^Itro sense of the immense booty the wanton btirbiirlLy of 
his soldiers liad sacrificed, and by their indiYldual esttc- 
tioiiB, wldeh delraxided his trcaauij, than by any maudlin 
r^^cLs for the tliou^iuds of lives they had destroyed* 

Tt would appear from some of the lumierons accouuis of 
thi^ invjudou that the women of his courE. were the 
uuwitting cAiLses of this nuiasacre; that again,, in the 
revolving circle of eveuts, woman s curiosity brought 
woo into the Avorld* and that, for a second time in the 
space of three hundred years, a womsm tlie tetomiiia 
causa of the destruction of DelliL 

Timour, mistrustful of the fierce nature of bis troops, 
eacamped outside the city^ but. tins did not at aU 
fluit the cui'iosity of tlic sultanas of hh court, who, -ivLsh- 
-r ' ing to see the rarities of Delhi, and esfpi^ially a famous 
[ prdace Rdome<l ivith a thousand piUars, built by an 
juicietit king of Ittilk, xvent under a strong gtiiird into 
the city, and, tlic gates being left open, upwards of 
15,00(1 soldiers entered at the same time, ^niethcr this 
was the accidental or intentional taiuse of the subsequent 
slaughter does not nmeh signify. No sooner did those 
riavage bai'biiriiuiis brutalised by blotMkhed and infliuued 
by fanaticism, make their way into the city, tlian deeds of 
mpino and murder, of which history, ahis! has but too 
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book roanv. were enacted tlirougliont the city, and scenes of ' 
1- indescribable horror, like those tlxat during tlie late 

1399, niutinv made the blood of Englislmiexi run cold in tlieii>- 
veins, TTcrc there enacted on a Itu'ger scale, and ivitli 
greater numbers. 

It was not tiren the extermination of a few hnndredB by 
as many thousands ; it was not so many curs wonyiug a 
sick lion ; but it was the finy of thousands of tl ie strong 
against tens of thousands of the helpless, — of a pack of 
rftTening w-olvea amongst a fold of sheep. 

Tlie inliabitantB of the city were ten to one to the 
Idogtils, and at first tliey rose against their invaders ; but 
undefended by their elephants, deserted by their sove- ^ 
reign and leaders, they were no match in street warfiire 
for their hardy foes. Their desperate courage was soon 
coohid in dieir own bloodabject terror paralysed 
the native tnind; all opposition censed, and “a lion 
amongst a herd of neat” did not lord it with more fero¬ 
city than did the Mogul amougat the Hindoos of Delhi. 
Hutidretls were pillaged and driven by one man ; aud the ^ 
same scenes of imiversul prostration and helpless agony, 
of brave men paralysed by fear aud driven like sheep 
to the slaughter, that a few years later marked the 
career of the conquering bands of Cortes and Pizarro ^ 
amongst the gentle aborigines of ilexico and Peru, were 
daily enacted in the streets of Delhi 

Fifteen days only were passed by the conquerora 
at the capital; but during those dnjns the city wa.? a ’ 
shambles. There was a multitude of slain luid a great 
number of carcases. The demon of destruction raged 
abroad unfettered; and the “mailed Mars did sit up to 
his ears in blood.” The air resounded with the shrieks 
of the innocent and the helpless : every street ran wdtli 
blood, and every house was the scene of some infernal ^ 
barbarity or insoleiit exaction. On the 4 th of January, 

• 1390, Timoiir erected his standard on the vvahs, and, 

' going in person to the gates of the capital, seated himself ^ 
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on tlio (uicient musuud of the aultana of Dellii. Sur- 
roumlod by scenes of bloodsilied tlmt ivodd liave 
bLiuched the check of one less steeled to sights of 
' misoTy, the haughty Timoiir received, the homage of 
suppliant princes, and decided the fate of proatmte kings. 
Here, in token of submission, were preseiitcd two white 
pnrrota that for seventy years liad been handed down from 
one sovereign to another as emblems of supreme empire. 
Tame elephants and rljinoeenoses were brought to imeel 
before him, as tbe^- had been in the habit of doing to 
the Indian sovereigns, uttering great cries as if imploring 
mercy ; and whilst his pampered stued^ fed on bread and 
butter and sugar, and bowls of milk and rice^* were stalled 
^ Jn the palaces of kings, and his rude soldiery quartered hi 
pleasant gardens that till then lind known only the foot¬ 
fall of the alipptired douizens of the zenana, bis aiichitocta 
took designs of tlie great mosque as a rowlel for the one 
to be erected to the god of Mohammed at Samarcand. 

Tamerlane never luedilutcd a permanent settlement in 
Hindostan. His emirs, nurtured and himletied amongst 
the suo'A'S and frosts of Central Asia, dreaded the efl'ecta 
of the sultry heats of India ; tlieir cliildren they feared 
would degenerate into a race of Hindoos. MorcovGr, 
Timonr could brook no rival, however distant; and when 
»BaJazet, the Ottoman conqueror, cast down the gage of 
battle for the prize of universal aivereignty, the hime 
Timour displayed tio want of alacrity in picking it up. 

Hastily quitting the deserted streets and smoking min.^? 
of Dellii, Timour made a rapid detour of lire and sword 
through the country of the Upi>cr Jumna. In seventy 
days from leaving Delhi he crossed the Indus on Iris 
I’etum to Samai’cand, and during one month of that 
period lie is said to Imve gainetl tiventy-sevcn battles and 
1 reduced seven castles of gi'eat strength. The rapidity of 
fciis marches appear incredible ; and hard indeed did he 
tlabonr b his vocation of sheddbg blood. 

[ But although Ids presence passed away like a hideous 
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BOOK (Ireoiu from tlie land of Hindostaii, ilie mercilcsa acts nf - 
^ his fierce soldiery were long Tiimembereil aji the work ^ 
lai}*). of some mighty Htomi that had destroyed the land; not 

ti family or an intlividuid but liad some separate tale qt^ 
Imrror to haunt his sleeping aud tenify his waking hours. 
The liistoiy of \hose iifteen days were written in letters of 
blond that fifty years could, not obliterate. For genera¬ 
tions the mcmoi'y of the great Beg was a lower of strength 
to the invading Moguls ; and his uhthp a Mcduaih head 
that pamlysed the strongest arms and turned Into stone 
the boldest hearts of IlinJoafcon. Tears after the mighty 
conqueror 'was suumioned to give hia lust uecount of 
his merciless ctireor, the hauglity worth; and ferndous 
gestures, the thick fingei'a and long the flasMiig * . 

ej'es and piercing voice of tliis man of blood were de- 
seribed with faltering tonguta tmd bhmelied cheeks by 
the dusky matrons of Deihi.^^ What the name of Rich- 
ar;.l of the Ijoti TTeart was to the Frenchmen of Uie 
days of the crusades, that of the Black Doughis'® to the 
border imrses of England, or that of Dhaimagec Jodow, 
the great Maliretta, to the later raecs of the Sloguls, that 
for centuries was the natne of the lame Tiinour to the 
FtlU terrified niitivcs of Hindostan. 

Tiinour remained but a short time at Somarcand, 
whence, with an army thirteen miles in breadth, he^ 
extended Ids conquests westward through Pereia and 
Anuenia. till the Mogul and Ottoman powers clashed in 
the neighbourhood of Erzeroom, and Baja^et and Tiinour 
met face to face on the field of Anjouia. 

Tlie hauglity tone of the correspondence of Bafazet 
imd Tamerlatie getting more iiillatcd and insulting 
as tliey approached each other, reminds ns of tlie 
almost fabulous pride of Attila or Xences.™ Such 
mlssiiK although profesaedJy written to unite the two 
great Mussnlmim powers in the lautkible purpose of 
tlrptiting Christianity throughout tlie worid, could only 
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Imve the effect t>f increiiifing the miitufll jealou^ of tlie 
V rival aovercigiii?. The coatnct of flint and steel wfL^ not 
^more certain to caii^e fire tlmu the meeting of two such 
spirits to end in battle. They fought on the tiedds of 
Anjonia • but the result, had been tbr£.*fihiidowed in the pist 
campaign^ hi which Tiinour had^ in seven days, reduced 
a fortress that had occupied the sultiin seven years. 
The personal valour and diivalrous bearing of Thijnzct 
eould stand no chance against the overwhelming i>ower 
luid irresistible energy of sjiich a warrior^ 

Timoiir triumphed “wdth great siunghtei"! and while lie 
and hi^ stxnxrtiiries Iniast of his cleiaeney^ history dis- 
fignres his idctory witJi indiscriminate miissiicrej and a 
' captive monarch in an iron cage.*^ Towjirds the close 
of his career tlie conquering Timour re turned to liis 
capiud to celebnite the marriage of hiS six gmndsoiiiJ, 
and to hold high feji^tivai anvong^t the khans and kings of 
Im Tnigbty empire. Possei^or of twenty-eight croivnsi, 
and loixl of die Eastern world, Timonr was indeed one 
who, like the great Triumvir, could ofTord “ to give a 
kingdom for a mirtliand for two months Saraarcand 
became the scene of the moat gorgeous barbaric festival 
probably ever held. 

^ Universal dominion, the afpoils of unnumliered con¬ 
quest, the oflerlngs of a prostrate world, combiue^I to 
render this one of Ihe ma-^t mitgnllicent pageants ever 
seen. During this festive season die ilrcjid gates of the 
Green Palace ^ were closed, and the Turquoise Gates and 
Porcelain Pavilion ojxm to all cotnerB. The heart- 
delighting gartlena of tho imperifd pnatnee ran with 
karmiz^®, IdppocmSs brandy, win(?is, and other liquors 
The wood of eeventl large forests iivas cut down to dref^a 
I the victiiaJs of the banquet, which lasted two moiitlia. 
L That joy miglit \ye universal, and liberty rniLmnimel- 
I led, the crier read a prociamation as tbllowa ; ^ This 
W k the time for feasting, pleasure, and rejoicing. Let nt> 
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boor oue Cfimplaiiv of or repriiajinil anotlier ; let not tire rich 
^ encrORch ou tlieixxjr, or the powerfiiron the weak ; let ^ . 
laOiK none oak anotlier why Lave you done llios? " 

“The ordura of the state, the nations of the eartli,'*^ 
aayg Uie haughty chromclGT of thoae days of Ea!*tem 
triumph, “ were nuirshailed at the banquet; neither were 
the ambassadors of Europe esoluded ; for even the smallest 
fish** have their place in the sea/'*® Emm tliat day 
no man was allowed to drink irine. Soon after th iw 
august celebration of universal domiiiioTi the great con¬ 
queror was summoned to his accounL Stmtdied on the 
bed of death Timour calmly awaited the fate he had so 
unmercifully spread through the world. “At night, 
between evening prayer and beil-time (dial is about ' 
eight o’clock), he several times made profession of his 
belief, There Ls no otlier god than God; ” then he 
gave lip bis soul to the angel A^rael, ’who ealletl him in 
these words: “ Oh soul, that hopes in God, returu to thy 
Lord with I’esigmition. We belong to God and must 
return to Him,” Although Timour never eserdsed any 
nbsolate authority in Hindostnn, those mjns and go- 
vemora who had submitted to him coutinueti to rule in 
his name. The money of the capital was stamped widi 
his image, and the name of tlie mighty Eeg was still 
mvoked in the mosques, and cursed in the temples of^ 
Hlndostan. 

^ Ao sooner had the iloguls departed than, un’wamed 

by the past, old animosj^es were rekindled, and the ' 
several claimants rerived their pretensions to the throne ; 
but after two or three years of intestine war and domes¬ 
tic treachery, the miserable IMobmoud was left sole 
monai-cl! of Ids decimated capital, 

Cmelied aud ruined m Delhi now was, her cmply 
streets and dilapidated palaces formed a htting abode for 
the diminished grandeur of tlie monnrehs of Hindo^- ] ^ 
The fierce imnad of Timour bad swept iiwav the exi^mjL 
landmarks, aud sbaktm to its very centre the rickety 
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fiibric of the slave dpia^ty; and it needetl otiJjr the snlj- 
scjqueiit flight of llahmoud, and the suiddul diseoi-d of 
his nobles, to bring it hi?adIong to die ground. 

Taking advantage of the utter dLsoiganirtation dint 
ovei^pread the eoimtir, nearly all die rajas Lad asserteil 
the independent aovereigiity of their provinces; and one 
bj one the wealthy districts of Oude, Canouje, Gnzerat, 
and iLilwa, stilted into kingdoms under the nobles of 
ifaliinoud, or the lieutenantfi of Tinjour. 

Poi- ten years after the invasion of Tiniour, Mahmoud 
s^uved, the puppet of an ambitious vizier, and tho 
victim of uniuimberwl plots; lit representative of the 
htUen glories of his race. His reign lasted twenty yeorts, 
,, ^nd was one of the most disastrous that India had yet 
pcen. “God was aug^ with the people of HiudosUm,” 
.sa3-s tlie Peiaiim histoiiim, “and he gave ditm Mnlimoud, 
whose only virtue was, that his My made him insensible 
to those shocks of fortune which abilitica much grefitcr 
than his could not perhaps avert.” 

At die death of Mahmoud tho capital was sd/ed by 
Cliizor IGian, a S3'ed or lineal descendant of the Prophet, 
—the highest and most venemUid caste, that gives tlie 
possesaor a pecuhor sanctity in the eyes of oil men, Ilig 
luther liatl l>een a powerful oumih at the court of Ferose, 
•and was by him appointed viceroy of the Punfnub^ 
Chizor was succeeded by his son Chizor, whose right was 
established b3’ Tiino;ir.='= The dj-iiajity tif the Sved 
lasted tlilrty-six years; and during that period the king¬ 
dom of Delhi was nominally a prorince of the niirr£ 
empire of the Moguls. Coins were struck, and the 
Hlintboh read in the uames of Thnoiir and Ida sons; and 
a yearly tribute sent to Samarcatid. During the reign of 
Alla, die last of the Syeds, the territory of the of 

Dulhi was at its nunimmu, and conriated merely of the 
'flistrict immediately surrounding the capital. Four of 
this holy race, neither Isett^r nor woi-se than the onlimuj 
oceupauts of the throne of Hindoston, succeedeil in rah#' 

M 


CHAP. 

XIII, 

14147 

1147. 




TPE rniyCES OF LNDtA. 


ing the unihrella of empire above their hettJs; but tlic 
fourth (Alla IL) ^ could uot endxire the carea and dutio 
of au Eastern tlirone, aud in 1430 abdicated, either by 
choice or compulsion, in favour of Beloli, an Affghan of, 
the Lodi tribe^—a great feudal chief, who had been 
adopted by his father Moliammed Y. 

From Qieir geographical position, the Affghaua pro- 
hied more diat any other nation by the overland trade 
of ludia; and the wealth and power thus acquired by 
their princes, was one of the chief reasons of their 
lengthened supremacy in Hindostan. The tribe of 
Lodi waa especially enricheil l>y it; and for many ge¬ 
nerations the family of Beloli liad been amongst the 
most powerful of the northern feudatories of Hindostan. 
His grandfather was viceroy of Moulton,; his fiithcr 
governor of lidiorc, and his uncle Lslam, who ruled at 
Sirlrind, retained 12,000 warriors of hia tribe at his 
own expense. 

There was something portentous in the birth of Beloli; 
and from his early youth the chaucc words of a madman 
tlirected his thoughts to the throne^ His motlier was 
killefl by the fall of a house a few days l>efore her 
confinement was expected, and Beloli was saved by the 
Cnrsariau operatiou performed by his own lather. One 
iliy when yet a child he went with his companions t?}^- 
visit a fiunous dervish, who, amongst other disconnected 
Tarings, called out, “ Who will give me 2000 rupees 
for the empire of Delhi?” Beloli answered, timt he 
had only 1600 rupees m the. world, but was ready to 
part with them at that price. The dervish accepted 
the money, and laying his bancLs on Eebh, saluted liim 
king, Beloli silenced the ridicule of his companions, by 
sitying, tliat if the thing came to pass, he had made a 
cheap purchase; if not, the blessing of a holy mnn conJd 
do him no harm. 

He reigned thirty-eight years, and was succeeded by 
hw brother Secunder: during his reign religious |>eT- 
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secutioTi, tliat had many years, was revived in chap. 

Dcliti. A Ttr nliniiii hciiig abusetl by a MjahDiDC'dan for , 

Ids idolatiy, answered that he eptcemcd the Kamf i 0od to 1526- 
be the object of all womhip ; and therefore believed the 
Maiiomedan and Hindoo religions to be eqnally good. 

For the impiety of tliia answer he was summoned before 
tlie judge, and the afTair mabing some noise, Secimder 
called tc^ether nil tlic Mahotuedan doctors of fiime in 
the empire to decide the cause; after much weary ai^- 
meutation they pronounced the liberal judgment, ilint. tiie 
Brahmin should be forced to turn Maluimedun, or be 
put to death : he refosed to apostatise, and died a martyr 
to the fiiith. of hia ancestors. This act was followed by a 
■general deatruction of Hludoo temples, mid the erection 
*c>f mosques in their stead; but the religious persecution 
was entirely conftned to the territories of Delh^ rrhich at 
that time were fortunately very limited- 
Sectmder abandoned Dellii, and moved his court to 
^Agra, which thus for the first time became the c>f^ p^tJ^1 of 
fthe sovereigns of Hmdostan. He reigned twenty-four 
years, and was succeeded by his son Ibrahim, a haughty, 
tyrannical prince, whose cruelty and inefficiency paved 
the way for the udvaace of Baber, by whose victorious 
jUTU he. fell on the fatal field of Paniput, after a disastroua 
reign of twenty yoam; when TfoUii, and all that remained 
of the great Musa nlman empire of Tndiji^ finally fell into 
the hands of the descendants of Timour, JLn, 1526. 


NOTES TO CHAPTER XHI. 

^ Aiirtckj 000 mHci from DelliJ, agnifiei ** PsiibiddfJDp^ itn'et HiiidaoA 
bein^r fortiidilp-ti tia 

* TiijQfHir tmOh 

* ITif! T?illej pf SaHHiPCJiiid WMfl fmts tif iM fimr pamdi^L'iL DimAACUiip, 

OboBa in CL^dej^ imd Schub in P&reiji, Ttrciti tbe three 
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* NriliaiUj til. hL ?■ ^ 

* Thu Linmnfi^rFnce of a cm-le, deecribed ikun u cimtre Jit SaJimiinuidj 
witli ft distiLnc^^ nt MftdjBfl, wi!I pagg thicm^h Ctiiro^ CanJitjiBtinrrplfl, MoecoWj 
Aftil Miulnifli ftnd compriM u. ^joniddoiifllilo pitrt of TitrtAiy aiid Cbluo. 

* _V riftme given liini ui InduL Tbo dEirtrtvsFr of J.\jjttiiciiiij Cftrumr^i 

IrtpahaHj Hftgdad.^, Aleppo^ Duiiniflouiij 8ni_ytiin, and il thoudfl^id 

ottiRT plsf^ ^ 

^ WTicn Alanc hea^ tirnt thonBondj i^icre diulT dym^ in Rumt^ ho 
MtiPCril, aajiiig- bo ftonyfor it, Jid *^t33Bri gmsi was to^tot cut tliiiii 
nEikfctd ttlmt ho would EipaiiL^, hu a;iidj “'‘Pcrliftpa tlioir liv 09 +^' 

* Cresar is sdlii to hayi! lullud! a Riillifin j M^khtnoiul XJ* tbrno mil-' 

Urine; OoDgliu ia tinTd to havia ki]1od fnurtocii toillionfl; and Partliolo- 
mcEiis A ft SpiHiigh hifllmpj .eftjB hie counb^-m^nt forty-two 
tiiyed by tLolovio of ^hl^ hut oetonBihly 10 the nn-nie ii£ dustn^T^J 

opwaidi of twelTO miUioita of m&n in ^outU America. 

■ lliE! march ocoupiwl two niontbn, 

Syeds. Seio All HaBsim aad IJjMJnein. 

Thoao uuiuWra muat bo oiag^mtcd. 

Ou accoaionp ihift fttnmgo cauqtttuor fvmld ebow i>qLiril irenmoflity, 
.iVflor ILe defeat of tinjruet^ A-n. 1X03^ ab he waa paaahnfl' throU[i jVnlEEbyj, 
rm tho way bonify bu wag riiitcd by a cel-ehraloil AlueeuImiLU isaautj coUwl 
Khyliih S-adJ.ei' AddjTi S^rllyp iliiijii fit th« tefliiiiiRtinTl rff thQ luturvi-PW, iho 
em^rorii^cd him. ^*maL hu conld do for him?” Thu flaint repUw!, 
*- LlhGTAte joiir cvipti\ Tlie emperoir rmewered, ^ I not only lithwuto 
them,, but giTo thorn to yoii^ ” Oo did bd j and thtao pureoiia^ amoimriTiff to 
40.0CM), hMoinu dented idhnrenta of the amntp who wag a dEn^udauL uf 
AM, add W of ih^ Syedi Tho fact waa, Lomcm lifo pnrHejaod mi, 
ViiluE in hie eyee ; and it luudo mj diJfeFom:& to hin-i wliethur he pavti awov 
40,000 prieonora or billed th<mi- ^ 

“ /In Diaueuig Bnecdfato U rolikiud In TiinQur^B hwgrftpby of this actioTi, 
TheMo-,ml(taldiere wtirunot much dhdiubL'd abcmt tbo Indiim oHny; but 
fLH tbjjy had nnvor Eieen any ulepbaiiU iM-fons, tbov ■gnoniaLly imitginiMl 
armwiiftDd eiftbres brid nc effect oii tbo bodikH of tlirao anisnolB; thcit 
they wmo an gtrong" that they cciuld ortrlhrcrw treoa otdj bv obuliiTij r the 
^Lh fttt they psiaoii that they cmdd ehove down thu ptr^Ti-fc 

buihlingi^ and m hattle they would taae Wth horeo and bocr^mm 
Id b-™! beiplit In flio ftlr, TLih dhfptnted nijiTiy, §0 that wheu thu posto 
wfTQ died for the o^lJl^eIe (md lurdErof thu rimrt, Tlmourj who ulwava F-howed 
pwp.ict^ Ibe mua af {eWng aboiLl him, civiUy demoodod of them what 
fXHte they would rhooaa. Sevuial of tbesa duclonL who 



Tpxdp hiB contemporary, tranalfttEa bv 3d/retit do Iji GiorL 
** Dow from Ftiriflhtn, 

■^ Hainan tiogbp the Wl of ibt? nuung nf JJIomed, woidd have heea 
anuniihmail more BUik: J fo tlie ateede of such a wamur eu TJiuuur. The 
JmrptdwacTiurt harop in all recuivin] the lyreatest cjLre from their ^ 

^Idg when auj not tmrre^ncntly EhariHl tho honour of hie ftinvo 

ettjnj fuitd tluin twead mgU biilufr un the Iittrsw of EmUh :_ 
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^ Far thyi^ hitih. fed# in plimteaM ^uHs etand^ 

StTv^Kl witL pure ^huat, Md with a faniala ImnJ; 

For thii my BpDM 3 itf tif j^At AuLeqn'fi linOj^ 

fltecpL'il tii0 ptrcii^|Aljj!niiig^ ^ralii ia "vrina” 
lu. ilim> tlio aqn of Sciljmizi LLu gavo hiE horacs wmo pdwd^ 

to Enuir tip at Ma fotheir'a donlLp b ordar tluLt thay mbit wofp na well 
M lllai mlatbnfl. 

tr -!' ninjfuliHiJ TOO niila* fVoni Adjodia to BfilUnip b oqo dnv- Dn the 
beplemLirr^ he munhed aghty milea without a huH^ i?wani the 

mid l*Hik Bup^cL Turtoimma hayo been kuowTi to majch 1000 
nuJea m teu causacutiTe days, 

lie Tvna coriiulenty tal]^ hod n large head aud ample ; hia 

cannbrni^o™ acd cmupbjtlim fSiir; bnp beimlj etron^ (tad 

W; Lnwl alwuldats, ikkk (LigBrs, md lon(f J*g4 Amwiii con- 
etitutiun, tilt mamirf m one Ljmd aud Iivmo in ots Wj eyea fuD of Ure, 
vaii.D luiiti BDil [iiercmg. = > ^ t 

Qu uA-^ P \ oia-tii id liut B LcliBTd P " Wiu; tho conuniTO ospmadlun ijf a 
i^dir^, of the Jani of tLe cnuadee, wliun hia hotBu startod. 

*69 llw D]adi lioiigliu p " was He ay of Knjjliah pinwa in He 
ikjH of Jtol^ Lhe Driiea to Hadrea <^ha leqniiwl 4 LcglE, « u«toit 
rpeeiUe,! M He np tLa rtreot, to quiet them. DbunnaMu Jodow 

,1 ftmoua MaLmtla chief in Ho aevmioenth CE^iarr. uJw 
lHih,ai],T camp of Ha llotmla, and the mefi mmoui of hi« 

pproach ^ suffinept to put He Iniguat niimhET of tlmui to flight. ^\"heu 
!» hono rafufled to drinij it ^riui n oommoa aaring uuangst ^Utwiila; “Of 
whiil ure v'tm Bihud P One lEoiild snptioM j ott ww Dhunnigw ia Ho 




whiit 
welter/' 

didTri^H to Ho fiinpQiiir of Ibo BfliC and Wret™ 

diJiT 0 ii>d m thtiee wunb by bsmuhiiHFador: Attili^ my Imd ajid thv lurtL 
H« to ^,p«r9 n thiooa for hia imu,^ 

Athoa, Hat lift^up Hjheod to 
hiboiima wiH atoiiesj Hntuyli which 
Hqr ^Ot ho^^or I will Hoc favru tkj fo^datio^ and e«t Hca 

livnrO,,^ dEEtro.vmg hu hridgtsa^ and made Cjtnia divide lL« 

m Lr Oj^ into Mursea fLU- drowniag ODO of his tocwi hmaea of Hc «Ua. 

TVHan DajazEt wuLNraJurtEdtoTiinotir ho regarded him ottootivelT 
End premTing Hat ha waa Hind of an «VE, ha hujrat out laughing. ■< Von 
laiigh a^t mv diagTBce, Thnour,^ aiid J^Efniut, haughtih- - “ ^i^amber it 
might ^\o happimed to jwu eqiuiUj Hia it did to m^lf, Qod ia the dia- 
p^of mid it ia He whu dUtrihutaa Hem." '>! do noldmHt it" 

pride; «nnd it io not you, miafiirtoco thlt 
^ W toi hxddiig ftt yon. 

^ voiy IJlile importMico ic tlod'a evea, aineo ]j7U 
Hot a louiE man Hould unjoy wliat hg had given to a hlind. &«, 

totter of .luningsabe to ahaliJohim. ^ 

” The Green r^e at Somammd, built Timour, where rivato or 
n loura? TTcre^ad, ot ilie lire peiLuil oppliud to Heir evL 

iv™ Ho kvouTito dHnb of Ha Tariaia, made ofmare,- mill. 
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Thifl ftsast ta ^csciibod in TircyTOr'a biogmpbj^ qinotiid. Akq hf 
Eujr GoDiiilea de €liir[jQj r neutlemim of tlia te<i-eliiuiibeT to King 
IlL^niy IIL;r King' of Castillt^ ’^ho want an un imliafi^ tp ^HmoiicftDd in 140^ 
bnd In 1-W18. His book wjm untitloJ —** Hialnriii del Gnind Timnif- 

kn e dmJiiuEiD y o^Mimdnu dnl vkgo y mlndpa do in EmbfiOdilji quc 
Enj Oonziilo dc Clnvijo Lu hbu pdir nmodisdp del mny pudEXtno 
Euy doq Enii^uo a J lumji di 15^2, 

The Syede rriftinta] n tliut tho ninntle of tbe IVopbet loll on hln nc^pkow 
Ali, nd waft cootlniind in a diraot linfl tbrnn^k Mi dj5*?tiiiiljiiitsi, 
diism and ibu Slicaln^ or womliippero of the mco of (io Knlife, eikta to 
thi^t day a bltbcs!' fr-totf 


%p- 


A.D. 

^ CMior^ a Sy^ of tip PonjAub* 

suia^oediiMl l^labmond * - » * 1414+ Died luitoiaHT. 

Mnbaridc, ^ of Ohiior - , * . 1421. AgAeadnatofL* 

MoTiammod groDdaon of Cbizor 14^ Ufod nnluMlly. 

AQn IT.| eon of llobtoimod V, * + l447i ALdlE^altd in fawbr of Balati^ 

adopted eon of Mokam- 
med and diod In poacf^ 
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CHAP. SIV. 

A.D, ia4r— ii2f. 

HlStDflT OF THE 1>ECC«I.S+ — THE jrir3StJI.aiAff DtlSTASTT J?OCrHIiED IJT 

DY ALIaA DAHMIKO. - HE K frUQCEEItED BT lilU JSOX HAHMOITD SHAH 

TilE EEJGNfl O-F UITJAUF-P;^ DAEflQP ^HAIlp IfQlLiM TffFn IlAlllilHEEp 
AXU <nflEA± FEBQSEp SOK OF PAROOH £!I<VElj ASCOSU^' THE THPOSTE IH 
I337j, AXP LE10K3 TWZKTT-m'F TEilltS, 

Thus far our attention lia^ been dijofly' confined to the north chap* 
aud. north-western portions of India. Hmiloatnn proper* Xiv. 
has been the great battJe-field, and Delhh Agra, Canouje,- iJJij 
tiutl Ijihore the ptizes lost and won in, the incessant con¬ 
tests of dynasties and religiona. But before we enter on 
the golden age of Siudosbm, we should cast a curso]^ 
glance over the Bouthefn, and scarcely Jess wealthy, 
portion of tlie jjeuinsida, and consider the rise of those 
magnificent kingdoms south of the Xerbudda, that for 
300 years defied all attempts at subjugation, and whose 
sovereigns vied in power and magnificence w'ith those of 
Hindoatmi itselC 

In the year 1309, Alla the Sanguinary invaded the 
country south of the Nerbudda, and established Mussuhnan 
supremacy in the Deccto. Thirty years later, this portion 
of the empuw asserted its independence, and for upwards 
of 300 j'ears was n constant aouree of danger and 
anriety to the monorchs of HindjoataiL 
In Ihc year 1345, during the reign of the abandoned. 
Jlohammed Toghlak, Guzerat rebelled, and many of the » 
nobles fled to the Deccan, to escape the cruelty of their 
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iiQvcrt^ign, and t^iok scndiiL’ with lua liunti^'iiAnt, KuliiUick 
Kban. Moiianiiucd dcirpatchcd liia geiiera]^ Aliuied 
Sadiccn, with on onuj itgamst the malcontents; but diej 
defeated him witli gi'eat daughter, and being joined by 
the nobles of Bcrar, and some native rajo-s they assem¬ 
bled at Bowletabud, and proceeded to die electiou of a 
sovereign. 

Their first choice fell on an Affghon noble, named 
Tjnnael; but in consequence of a defeat he austolued fi-om 
the generals of Mohammed, he alxlicated the }'car follow¬ 
ing, assuming, in the place of the kingly title, tliat of 
Aiueer-al-Omrah, or chief of the nobles. 

Zuffier Khan, a general of IsinacPa, now uimni- 
rntmsly elected to tlie throne of the Deccan, by tlie imiue 
of Sultau Alla Houssun Kangoli Bidnuinee, orBraInniiiee; 
the block umbi ella, the colour of the Abasside Caliphs, 
was Tiused over his liead, and LIjo hhiitlmli read, and cuius 
struck in his name. 

This happened iti the year a.d, 1347, fifty-two years 
after Alla the Songiiiiiaiy first oouquered Dowleta- 
luid. Houssun was oiigmally an mhabitant of Delhi 
iiud a de|}eudaijti of Kouguh, die astrologer, a Brahuiiu 
lilgh in the favour of Mohunimed Toghlah; and iu grati¬ 
tude U> his former master and lienefactor he ndojited Ids 
mmic, and thus by a strange coulnuHctiou Bahininc, or 
liroliminee, the distiucrive name of the highest caste of 
Hindoos, was borne by the first Mussulman dynast}'' of 
the I)t>4)cau, 

Kangoh, the Drahiniu, woa made treasurer of die new 
kingdom, aii<i as a rai'e distmetiou, his name, joiitecl to 
that of die Sultan, was nfilxed to iJl edicts. 

The introduction of a new rdigiou amongst the rulers 
of Iliiidostau would uatiirally intei fere coasiderably with 
the monopoly of the good things hitherto enjoyed by the 
Brahmins. Tliey could no longer devote themselves, os a 
privilt^ed cla.s.’^, enjoying sU[)Grior advantages to the 
5oveiH.‘igti liimselF, in idleUGJis and tdiliiencc, i<> religion. 
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Ferv+uolily, mid the'Bdeiicos, but were often compelled to 
J conlest the battle of life with thdr biiser-bom bretlircn. 

TJieir superior education, however, ojiened to them fields 
^ of emolument closed to leisa intellectual orders 

Ivaiipioh Was the fu'st Hralmtin who tooh service with a 
iluAsulman prince; but from that date*Brahmins were 
engaged almost eitclusively in the toitation and finance of 
tiic M.ti!kiu1 iiiiLn feiu^cloina of the D^Cfisin* 

At the period of the foundation of this new nionavcby, 
tlie whole sonthem portion of the peninsula, from Goa 
on the one side to Orissa on the otlier, down to Cape 
Comorin, owned the swaj of tlie liajas of Beejunug- 
gur: tlieir kingdom yras ixipulous, perfectly ciiltiTated, 

- and probably the richest in tlie w orld ; tlieir sub^ 
jecU were obedient and kljorious, and the cyelopean 
remains of tanks and other works of public utility, iliftf 
even now ustonieb the beholder, prove at once Lhe eotor- 
piisc of the people, ami the l^iicficiaJ nature of tlie 
govemmenL 

The Ihijas of Mahibar, Ceylon, and dl the southern 
pto\'inces, owned the sfipremacy of the Ilaja of Bcejanng- 
{pir; and, for 700 years, ti)is superb jiatriinony Lad 
dtsst’ended lineally in the family of Kislina Baja. ' 

^ Tlie new Mnssulnian kingdom comprised tlie nortliem 
[nirts of the Deccan and Coacan, and Xoolbnrgu, or Kal- 
berga, near Hyderabad, was selected ns the capital, and 
80 UU became the rallying point of all the Mussuhnous of 
die Deccan. 

Sultan Hoiiasun Rihminee was a good soverei^ and 
presented a great contrast to Mohammed IWldak his 
contemporaty’ ou tlm threne of Hindfjstan. He ^v^l8 a 
“prince of great learning, and careftiUy encouraged cduca- 
t tion throughout his domiidons. One of his first princhfies 
■^f government was, that in all countries the [>cii rankeil 
Vvidi the sword ; and on one occasion being asked, how 
W w (ihout ti'ensuies or annics, be had acquiied royalty in mj 
f short a Sluice, he replied, by arabilify to fricui and 
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^OQK encinits, and by ebowing liberiJity to aU^ to the utmost 
_ ^ of his pOWCLT. 

I3r>8. ]][(5 mfin of peace i but towards the end of his 

1 ft fc-i If. ■■■ 

reign he miido one gucnesaful inroad into the Carnatie, 
and mtumud Indeu with the tndy Eof^tem spoil of 200 
elopliauts and iOOO fenuUe amgota, lie died in 1357, 
after a anccedsful reign of eleven years. 

Moliaimued Shah Bahminee, liia eon, was a man of war. 
He made several hostile incuriiioiiB into the neighlwnring 
kingdoms of Goa and the Carnatic; and in tlio year jld. 
13G5, in a drtmkeu wLim, liglitod the ftimie of the fiercest 
oonttist between Mrussulmm*} and Hindoos that had con- 
vuLied India since the days of Mahmoud of Ohizni. 
“ One evening, when the spring of the garden of mii-tU 
had suffiiacd hid ehock with the rosy tinge of delight,” or 
when, like King Aliasuerus, his heart was merry with 
wme, a band of muaiciana sang two verses in praise of 
kings, festivity, and music, •The Sultan was delighted 
be^'ond measiuo, and commanded, ilia minister to give to 
the mudichms an order for u largo sum on the treasury of 
his ncighbotir, the Ihtja of l3oejanuggiir,the most powerful 
of tlie independent princes of southern India. 

The mja naturally treated the messenger with contempt, 
and marshalled his army to revenge the gross msult oSerod 
to his dignity. For a whole year a fierce religious war 
devastated these fair regions; the iujunctions of their 
Pn^pliet and the prospect of paradise, inspired ttie en- 
tlmsia&m i>f one side, w hils t, the wanton slaughter of cows 
and the violation of temples and shrines, excited the fierce 
enmity of the other. No quarter was sliown on either 
.tide, and even pregnant women and cHldreu at the brofist 
ilid not escape the sword; we are told that 10,000 
■ Brahmttia and 200,000 Hindoos of inferior castes, were 
thus sacrificed to the w him of an Thstem king. The 
war ended in the total defeat of the Hindoos, the reduc¬ 
tion of Bcejanuggur, and the payment of the musicians 
by the defeated raja; when Moliauimed lienrd of this 
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termination of tliie gratuit0U3 war, he merely esduiniec], chap. 
♦ “ Praise be to God, that what I ordered lias been per^ 
formed; 1 would not let a light word be recorded of me 
iti the pages of time.’' 

Owing to the atrocities commiucd in this war, an oath 
TTOs sworn hetween the Hindoo and Mu4ailnian princes, 
never to put to death a single prisoner after victory; well 
Avould It have been for this devoted land, if this holy 
compact had been laitlifuUy observed. It was calctdaled 
tliat during hifl sanguinaiy wfUB, upwanls of half a mil- 
^ Jion niudoos were slain, and so dGp«')piilated were |>ortiuii 3 
ol the Carnatic, tlmt ,a century di<l not restore them to 
their former prosperity. 

^ ^ Tlie Deccan was at this period, and has ever since been, 

famed for banditti. Mohammed tried Jiord to extin>ate 
tliera, md during sk or seven montha, nearly 8000 heads 
were brought to EalbeiTga, and piled into a ghastly 
pyram outride the gates} as a natural consequence the 
miinbcf of these oFeuders oonriderabiy dumniaheJ. 

^ Mohamni^'s headlong career was thwarted by a 
haughty priest, whoso indepetidenoe of the sovtaoi<m 
powe^ reminds ns considerably of our own proud churcli- 
niau Tlioinna h IteckeL In the third year of his reign the 
^toultan lasuetl a proclitmation, commanding all his subjects, 
ol whatever degree, to repeat the oath'of loyalty; all 
olreyed aavc a famous faqueer of Kalbeign, called Sbieklr 
Fmi-ad-Dien, who refund, unless the Sultan should first 
ipve up drinking tYme in public, diseoumge vice ft-um his 
ilonmuons, and avoid other errors repugnant to tlie divine 
lilw. ^cn brought before Mohammed, and questioned 
regarding his refusal; he leplied tliat once a scholar, a 
L py^ and a dandng girl were taken prisonera together by 
^ufldels, who promi^ to spare them if they would fidl 
^^ostmte before their idols; threatening, if they refused, 

■o put them to instant death. The scholar, agreeably to 
mhe rasuistiy' of mentd reservation, performed the cere- - 
I mony, and iJie t^yed aki: but when it cume to ihe turn 
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of die poor ilauciug girl, alie Tefiii!<'(l eayiug, " I Lave itU 
my life been eouuuittbg sins, and am neithei a scbobir 
nor ii Sycd, to atouo Ibr tliis crime by my other virtues^” 
Slie diorefore anflereiL The Sheikh lun-ad-Pien said, 
that hia piist life Lull not been suflicdently holy, to wnirant 
Ilia taking this liberty with Lifl conscience; and that, like 
the (kuciug girl, he wtis resigned but firm in what he 
considered his duty. Mohammed excusied lam, and 
so pleased with his courage and integrity, that he soon 
after promoted him to high dignity in the state. 

Although only the second of his dynasty, Mohammed 
Klian was the riehest sovereign of his race ; he wiestcif 
from the Hindoo I’ujas imd pnnees of southern India tiie 
nccunmlatefl wealth of centuries. He w’oa poa$es.sed of 
the enormous number of SOUO elepliants, and lie sat on 
a tl 0*0116 made of ebony and inlaid witJi s^dendid jewels;, 
that in value almost equalled tlie filmed peacock thivine 
of Agra.* Every year he "was in the habit of iiiakTiig 
a tour of one quarter of lus dominion.'?, escorted by tlie 
governor and public othcers; the time was employed in 
investigating tlie state* of the provinces, redressing com¬ 
plaints, forming places of public utility, and in the plea- 
sures of the chace. 

Moluunraed reigned aeventeen yeare, and though ter¬ 
rible to lus neigh hours, his domestic policy coutrust^' 
most favourably with that of the oontemporaiy sovereign 
of nindosUiiL Ho was succeetled by lus son Mnjahid, A.D. 
1375, the Hustimi or Wallace of that age and country, 
Mujtthid trod closely in the steps of his fiither, and fivuu 
his youth up, his whole tlionghts anil voc.nbulary W'eru 
of war and war’s alarms. He was the strongest man in 
his dominions; and when rpiite n lad he slew n tiger of 
unwonted jdze and ferocity with a single arrow. When 
only fourteen yeara, one of the high olficem of tlie court 
punished him at his father’s request; he said nothing at 
tlie time, and even treatetl him with niai'ked ktn<in^i!^« 8; but 
siimc time afienvord, during some public sports at the 
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piikce, he chiiUcngcd him to wrestle, whea lie threw him ohap. 
^ unil broke liis neck. 

, ,He renoived the war with the Eaja of Beejanuggnr, ^ 
and penetrated as far as Scet Bandar Eamesaa, on tlie 
Coromandel coast, opposite Ceylon; a s|jot sacred amongst 
Hindoos, as the scene of the exploits of Aeir go<l Tfntuti 
ilere he I'e built the mosqtie erected by AJlii the &nii- 
guinarj', about sixty yearn previous, which the Hiudoo. 
pilgrims luid of course destroyed. 

Durbg this expedition lie performed an exploit almost 
^ similar to that of Ih>hert Bruce before the arrayed armies 
at Bannockbiim. TTaving gone out to recoimoitre an oppo¬ 
sing host of Hindoos with u single attendant, a raja of great 
'vjilour and renown attempted to suiiirise and slay him. 
Mujnhid seeing liis intention sent back liia attendant, and ' 
waiting for his assailant, with one blow of his sabre divided * 
him from the shoulder to the tiavcL After a reign of tliree ^ 
years during wliicli the sword was seldom out of his • 
hand, he was murdered liy his unde Daood Khan, who 
^ immediately mounted the throne. The death of Mujahid * 
was the cause of great rejoicing amongst the ffiudoos, 
who immedintely turned their arms against the territories 
of his successor. After a reign of one month and five 
\ ^ days Daood Elian was usaassinated Avhilst prostrate at 
prayer, at the instigation of Bhiiperwer Ageh, the “ Re¬ 
fresher of the Sold,” sister of the late Sultan. Rliuperwer 
Ageh now iuimediately raised Mohammed Bnhminee, .ssoti 
« of AUit, to the throne. He ivas humane, rfrtuous, and 
just j his empire remaineti at peace, and good government 
prevailed, lie was the husbtmd of one w’ife, and wiis a 
staimch supporter of his faith and ita teiicliers. During 
his reign the poets of Arabia and Pei¥iia resorted to 
L Deccan; and even Hoik, the renowmecl bard of Shiraz, 
accepted an invitation to risit Kallierga; and hml 
actually embarked for Lidia when the roughness of the 
I ocean deterred him; he returned to Shiraz, and conteiitw.1 
^ himself with sending the following philosophical ode, for 
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whidi the Sultan sent Iiim tliu 
jjicotsi of goltL 


munificent of 1000 


** The brcE 2 c of mj gard^ bs aet to be purtibaaed by tbe pos^esson 
galtL 

Sly coEDpaman rtlniLicd nad Riid: Qiiit ihm lipot? Wlmt tvliim 
Juith pnflHea?ed thee that thy cell in mi to be TnJued 7 
Yotidar xoyal crtnra+ an ‘whicli set doiigeF of life-j b an heart-entio- 
, ing omjipi€3it; but not worthy tay Itm of heath 
From dei^ire of jvsgiirJiij the danger of the aea appeared easy to mo; hut 
. 1 mbtook; for one wave is not to bo appeased by treasiijes of gold, 

U mj heart di^irited in tho asiketnyj of friendship 7 All the ^d- 
Jngs of art art not worth n cup of ge&p.rdus wine, ^ 

IfBadz aliQosGs to rtsdre from the world contented with hiin- 

dredjs of pieces of gold are not worth one instant of vosadon/' 
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Mohiumned waa cliaritable as well as generous: Le 
founded and endowed sdiools for orphans in ail the great 
towns; he pensioned all the blind in his dominions, and 
daring a severe faxume he kept 10,0(10 bullocks, at Ids 
own espcDBO, to carry grain to his suffering subjects. 
During his reign the kingdom had peace; and during a 
period of nearly twenty years there was only one slight 
disiurbance throughout his dominions. Ghefui succeeded 
Ilia fatlicr, but almoat immediately fell a victim to the 
ambition of Lalkheen, a Turkish noble:. 

The beautifiil and accomplished daughter of Lallcheeh ' 
bad excited tlic passion of Gheos, w-ho desired, her in 
marriage. Lallcheen appeared honoured at the admira¬ 
tion of the young monarch, and incited hiTn to his house, s 
ostensibly fur the purpose of giving liirn an oppottuiuly of 
enjoying the society of his daughter, and of making ar¬ 
rangements for the marriage; but when the prince was 
overcome with love, or ^vine, or both, he attacked him 
wntli a dagger, and with die assistance of a eunuch, 
pierced out both his e 3 *e 3 ; he then sent for the royal at- 
tendanta one by one, a.s if by the king's order, and put * 
them to death witliout difficulty, to the niuuber of twentv- 
foiir* 
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Lallcheeo, the kmfT-niRker of that age^ placed Shumae, 
the brother of Gheaa, on the throne, reserving to him¬ 
self the real jx>wur, under the title of Mallok Naih, or 
Lord-Deputy; but aitei' a few months both Lalldieen 
and his puppet king were overcome by Peroae Xliau, luid 
Ahmed Klian, eons of Daood Khan; auft now was per- 
formetl an act of retributioii, that) as lar as X am ani'UTG, is 
singular in the annals of revenge. 

Lallcheeu was delivered over to Ida sovereign Glieas, 
whom he had so treacherously blindecL Gheos had him 
placed before him, bound hand and foot, and tiJleJ 
him with one blow of his sabre. Shumse was blinded, 
and allowed to go to Mecca, where he lived many 
..years; and Sultan Ferose, sumamed A1 Ghazee, or the 
victorious, son of Daood, mounted the throne of Khl- 
berga. 

Tills was the golden age of the Bahtninee empire, and 
Ferose the most splendid sovereign in India. 

lie was the patron and student of poetry, philosophy, 
and learning; tliree Jays in the week he gave lec tures 
on botany, geometry, and logic ; and it was said he ex¬ 
celled even Mohammeil Toghkk himself in Teaming , l£e 
was never wearied of smiting the pagans of India ; in 
twenty-four campaigns he wns sueeessful against the 
dlindoos; and everySvhere he spread the faith, and raised 
the mf>sqnes of the woishippers of Islam. 

Xiigid in the theory of 1^ £iith, he relaxed somewhat 
in its practice; the use of music and wine, forbidden by 
the Ttophet, he enjoj'cd under the excuse that as one 
elevated his thoughts, and die other did uot affect Ids 
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temper, he hoped to find mercy with a fotgiving cr^tor. 

He was the most splendid i>oljgamist of history; and tlie 
law of the Prophet, tliat limited the number of wives to 
four, ho found a serious inconvenience to his happiness ; 
to relieve his anxiety, and extend the bounds of his enjoy¬ 
ment, his courriers told him he might marry as often as 
lie chose, providing he divoreetl one wife before he took 
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another; but tliig principle of weeJitig 03 ho atlvanceJ^ 

(lid not suit fciose ; he did not wish to pull up one beau' 
tiful hower from hia garden because he had recently 
ac<]uirefi another; lie was a glutton of beauty, smd desred ' 
to keep alL But Ms anNiety of mind was not of long 
duration; his fizier, as in duty bound, soon found a 
remedy for the allliction of hia royal master; he observed 
that during the reign of tlie Brophct, the muttcah, or tem¬ 
porary maniagf, was allowed imd practised ; and that it 
was still legal according^ to the tenets of tlie Sheahs or 
I'ollowerg of Ali, although denied by the Sunis or fol- 
h.overs of the Cnliph. This solution of the diihculty ivas ^ 
most agreeable to Terose \ he immediately adjured the 
t^uni doctnne, as constrained and tyrannical, and embraced _ 
the more hberol and generous practice of the Shculia. 

He l(.wt no time in taking advantage of hia change of 
fuidi; lie received into bis harem in one day three hun¬ 
ched women, and despatched ageuis to all parts of tlie 
wui ld to purchase slaves to replcuidi the vacancies caused 
by death or a cliange of taste. 

He built alumeiu at Ferozuhiid on tlie banks of the Beem- « 
mh that was a city in itself Here he secluded the most 
lidiutihil women of the known world, houris from Araby, 
Circassia, Georgia, Turkey, Bussia, Europe and Oiina vied 
in rolupiuous charms with the Mgb-castc races of India;,., 
Ainth each he conversed In her own tongue; and so equal 
was he in the distribution of liis favours, that each lady of 
the zeuann believed herself the most beloved of the Sultan. 

In the second year of hia reign, Dcwul Hoy, llaja of 
Beejonuggur, with imexpcctcd vigour, invaded hia teni- 
Lories with au army of SOd^OO horse anil foot, and ad¬ 
vanced as lor liS the Kiatuuh; but the snered river.being 
full, he cumped on ita banks in full security against the 
rage and indignation of the iusulted Muasulmiins. 

Ferose marched in hot haste to avenge the insult 
hia creed and dignity, only halting en route, for a short 
period, to put to dj^th a refractory zemintlar, and 8000 




RISrOilY OF THE DECCAN. 


177 


of Ilia subjects, who wene fooliah ogough to be trouble- 
^ some aod refinctory. 

L u- the Klsttmh, he found 

:^doo adversaiy apparently aecured from aU attack 
y tie wolleu torrent This position, however, availed 
nothing against the daring entcoprise of *the warriors of 
iero^’g f^y; and the campaign was termbated by an 
act of gallantry that gives one a veiy favourable idea of 
the ^ints and cbivaliy of that age and people. Whilst 
the tjulun wa-j in doubt how to effect a passage in the face 
of tlie enemy, a cazi, or judge of the Koran attached to 
i- 1U3 court, volunteered to cross with a few men, and assas- 
sinnte either Dewul Roy or his son. The offer wsm ao 
,,^cpted, and some hundreds of hurdles were covered with 
leather for the passage of ibc troops in case the attempt 
Biiccseeded, * 

In the mam time the airi, attend^l by seven devoted 
trends, having crossed several miles lower* doirm, entered 
the camp ofDcwulRoy,in the guise of Hindoo mendicants. 
It would apiiear that morality was no more a ut^c^^sair 
. adject of mendicity in those days than at present; the 
and friends proceeded at once to the quarter of 
the ftimp inhabited by the dancing gijfe, and took up his 
a^do with one of the most he^iuiilui of thut graceful 
^though u^jitnnaie d«.ss. Tiie girl, it appears, was en- 
gaged to dance that night before the Roy’s mii; and'the 
oua, liavmg eothibited to Iier his proficiency on tlie 
mundul, or stringeil instimnent played at the nautch was 
permitted to accomi>any her as one of the biud, ’ 

As IS the ^stom in Deccan, immy sets of dancing^rls 
were ordered to pcrfoirn at the same time; and ha^ 
finked their parts, die Roy’s son called for tlie plaverg 
I and mummers. Tim daneing-girl now obtaineri leave for 
I die razi and one of Ins companiona to show their feats 
|Ha^ng assumed the dress of women, they entered ogW 
f and smiling, and so weU imimted the mummem in Slav 
mg, dandng, and mimioy, that the Roy's sou wi 
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charmed with their perfonnoiicca. At lengtli they each 
drew a dagger, and like the dancers of Deccan, continued ^ 
to flourish them for some time, making a thonaand antic 
postures in advancing, retreating, and iuruing round- At ‘ 
last, suddenly r^phing upon the Hoy’s sou, they plunged 
both the daggers into his heart, afterwords atUdring his 
companions. Their rcmaiuing friends, who were watch¬ 
ing without the tent, on hearing the alarm, ripped up the 
curtain and entered to assist them. Many of the com¬ 
pany being much intoxicated, were cosily put to death. 

Tlic cazi and hia Mends extinguished all the lights, mak¬ 
ing their escape through the tent, mingled with the crowd- -# 
The outcry soon became general through the army, and 
great confusion ensued. In the nnm n time;, 4000 of flic _ 
Sultan’s troops crossed the river on flie rafts that had 
been prepaid and the Hindoo troops, seized mth a 
panic, fled in confliaion without waiting to he attacked. 
Next morning the Sultan crossed with his whole army, 
n.ssaultcd the Hindoo camp with complete success, gained 
imniciiBe spoil, and pursued the Eaja to flje vidnily of 
Bcejanuggur. 

H)e cHzi was rewarded with the command of a division 
of the army, and was sent to lay waste tlie southern dis¬ 
tricts of Beojanuggur. During this campaign so many 
Brahmins fell into the hands of tlie Mussulmans, that their 
caste throughout the southera peninsula offered Dewul 
Roy large sums of money to purchase peace and their 
release. After much solicitation, Ferosc consented to 
receive ten lucks of pagodas, about 400,OOOL, as flic price 
of his prboners and his retreat 

Two years later Ferose sent ombassadoia with rich 
presents, and offers of assistance and attachment to the 
great Timonr at that time conqueror of Hindostan; 
in return, Timour sent him a finnan, granting him the em¬ 
pire of Deccan, Malwa, and Ouzerat, with a right to the - 
royal umbrella and all the insignia of oflice, accompanied 
by a sword from hia own ride, a dress of honour, aTurkiah 
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alaTG, and four liorses far exceeding in size and beauty 
the diminutive steeds of the Deccan. 

The Sultan of Mdwa and Ghizerat did not approve of 
this recognition of superior empire in Ferose, and secretly 
entered into a league witli tlie infidel Eoy of Seejauuggur, 
to attack the kingilom of Kallwrga. 

The passions of mankind often hasten a climax that 
policy might be long in eifecting; and again the beauty 
of woman was the cause of ficnio and bloody war. 

There roaded in the village of Mudknh within tie ter¬ 


ritory of the Sultan of Kalbei^a^ a Hindoo former, who 
was blessed, with a daughter named Pertal, more graceful 
^^inn the nino wives of Clirkna, and more lovely than the 
^Bibled houriB of the Moslem paradise. Wliat might have 
^Been her fate had she been left to mate amongst her 
^Hwn caste, and adom the homestead of a young former in 
HHhe peaceful village of Mudbul, is, of coimfle, uncertain ; 
IXbut, unfortunately for the peace of the two kingdoms, the 
^fserpent, in the shape of a Ilndimin, lately returned ftom a 
pilgrimage to the holy city of Benares, crept in, and in¬ 
filled into the heart of the fair Pertal ideas of regal 
splendour ami magnificence, and a sense of her own 
beauty, that caused lier to heap scorn on the humble love 


of the .surronnding rustics. 

The recent pilgrimage of the holy man does not ftp()ciir 
to have entirely erased from his heart all the pomps aivd 
vanities of a wicked world: he carefully Uistrueted her 


in all the mysteries of music and dancing, and when these 
accomplishments were complete left her, with the pro¬ 
mise of retuming with a prince at least for a-hin-band. 
In the character of a possessor of a jewel of great price, 
he proceeded to the court of Beejanuggur, where bis 
account of the marvellous beauty of Ids acoompliahed 
pupil so inflamed the heart of the Eaja of BceJanuggnT 

* that he immediately despatched the Brahmin with an ofler 
of marriage, and the title of ranee, or princui^ to the 
young lady; but, fickle as she was feir, she refused the 
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tEmptiug oinr, and e^reesod her conviction that she 
, should become the wile of a MaJiomodan prince. Irri¬ 
tated beyond measure at this avowed preference for a 
rival in fktth as ia nnua, the Eoy determined at once to 
attempt tlie inv^ou of Ealbeiga and the abduction of 
the lovely PerUiL Selecting for this delicate mission one 
of hla iiirert. renowned generals* and giving lilm the com¬ 
mand of 5000 of lib Ijcst troops, he deaired Idnn to hasten 
to Mudkuh and bring by force tlie wayward beauty and 
her family. Unfortunately tlie Hoy had omitted to inform 
the simple farmer of the lionour intended for Lb fair 
daughter; and when the hostile troops appealed before his 
yilkg^ he and hb iimiily fled in tjornpany with the otlie 
inhabitants. Bbappointed of their prize, the Hindo 
troops vented their spleen on the fimroimding villages an 
their innocent inhabitants, and rctnmctl laden with ever 
species of spoil but that for wliieh they liad entcied th 
enemy'a countiy* 

The miigniliceut polygambt, Ferose, tho husband of 
thousand wives, was not litcly to pass unavenged so ghn- 
mg an mfnngement of hb rights to the tim selection of 
beauty m Im dommious. The order was at once given 
to l^t and saddle; and breaking from tho varied charms 
of flie tliousand hourb of Ferozabail, he marchcti in haste 
to Bepjanuggiir. He as^ulted the town, and actually obT 
tamed poBsessnon of some streets of the Hindoo cathtal 
mid at length only retiitri before overpowering numbers' 
He now attoeketl the lh>y in the open Held, and kept 
h™ in cheek fo^ months; during which Lime lib brolher 

and made 

G0,000 ^ptiv^ of ^th sexes. Peace was at leagtJi made 
on comhtion that the Itaja gave Ferc^^ hb oiv3anghtei^ 
m m^age dowered irith ten lacks of pagodas, inmJense 

elephants, 
TV-imen singera, 

fianctrrsi, and muiJicuim* 

Dewul Boy was a Brahmiii, and tlie marriage of a daugh- 
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In of Eajpoot chi^aliy, knigliiB and princes 

strove m fiiU wiitt for the prize of beauty, jintl the snccess- 
^ M hero recaved pubHcly the garland of damage at the 
fair hands of the object of their contention. And it \yua 
nsnal on th^occasions of the Feast of Rajaa for the most 
beautifid of the daughteia of the luonardi to grace ynth 
her choice the hand of some friendly prince. Had die 
^lighter of Jeichund observed thL, practice, undonbtediv 
ah would have b^o well; but unfortunately for her peati 
of mind she had heard of Pithowra ; his many vfeCcs 
ovCT the eoemies of ],er faith had long been the theme of 
nati\o I>ar^ and probably his last daring inroad into her 
fiith^s pakc^ when he earned away die image tfo-ou^rh 
- winch ho had been bsulted, had been freolv c.-mTasjSd 

and heainjy approved in the secret receascs of the ladies' 
chamber. 

She IxK^e d^p^tely enamoured of tlio gallant 
Raja, rejected herrfather's choice of a husband, and as a 
rewarf for her unheardnof disobedience was separated 
from her more docile lady friends and confined in a sepo- 
rate jnilnce. ^ 

« W sought is gCKxl, but given unsought is better; ” 
and Pithowra had now a double motive for action — fovo 
and revenge. He detemiincd to enjoy both or perish in 
he attempt^ to spoil the sacrifice and bear awav the 
fair of C^uje from its halls, though beset by aU the 

wasto'set die dusky 
pharactoristie daring he adoptwl 
the bold ^d apparently impracticable plan of commnm'ca- 
tion with her m person* 

nr one hundred Saraanto 

whcee Bwoids had 

never ^hed in vain agniiist the legions of the north, and 
^h<y hke the knights of the round table were sworn to a 
JrTe or dairing and odventiu’c. 

Willingly did they’ undertake to second the chivalrous 
JTOlic of their sovereign, and bravely did they redeem 
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^ . Bccompametl Pitliowra who, in tlie oimTBCter of a seiTant, 

im* joumeyGd in the suite of tlie great Eajixjot baid Cliiind, 

to the capital of Ouiouje, ^ 

Once arrived at the TOpl palace of Jeicliimtl, the dan¬ 
ger and (lifliculty of the undertaldiig only eommenced. 
Tlic eecliwiou of Idgh-caste Hindoo women was not pro¬ 
bably so strict ns at present, but still their separation 
from the outer world has always been Tcry close. This 
selllsh treatment of the fjiirest part'of the creation laia 
recoiled on tlicir oppressors; it has rendered deceit ne- 
cegsaiy, and vastly mcreased the aptitude for intrigue ^ 
common to all Eastern ladies* 

Love k but a dull etream without shoals and rapids^; - 
and Pithowra, like a true knight, only courted the rose the 
more for the thorns that Burrourided it: love, eispeckilly 
that which 1» forbiddea, is a science frocly discussed, and 
carefidl}' studied in the Ea^t. Tlie diiiculty of meetings 
and the necesaty of making Ihti most of the fleeting 
opportunities tliat do occur, have sharpened to a reuiark- 
able decree the apprehension of both soses; and watclied * 
and guarded as They are, and apj-tarently unapproachable, 
Eleitem ladies have the reputation of being the gieatest 
flirts and most successful intriguantes in the world. 

Such as they aro now, they were probably in the ikys of* 
Pitliowra. Love does not change ranch, it k protean in 
form, but uniftnu in nature ; it has ruled the world, aud 
laughed at locksmitlia, from the beginnuig of the chapter • 
to the present time, “ Tlie fo 2 t knows a great deal,” says 
the old Spanish proverb, “ but a woman in love knows 
mo re,” a &cl that the Bahtore Ijeauty determined to ill us- % 
lrate.“ 

Hero in a rojial palace in the voiy centre of the capital 
of his nif^L deailly eoemy, whose pride and power he had 
publicly insulted, surrounded by foes, ojiv one of whom ^ 

• would have risked mudi to take his Hfe’did tliia daruig 
lover of Hindostan carry ou a coramunication with the 
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ter of til at saintly caste with one of n clifTertait religion wiijs ceaf . 
iiii indelible dh^grace ; but necessity wna Ms mast-er, and no ^ 
altcrrnitive rema^^ Mer the wedding, Femsc visited UoT 
the Eaja of Eeejaniiggur in his new cbamcter of son-in- 
Tlie liasteni field of cloth of gold that celebrated 
this meeting waa gorg^us and barbaric'in its splendour. 

Fmih the gate of the city to the palace, a distance of six 
niiles, the road was spread with cloth of gold, velvet, 

Batin, and other rich stulIs ; and as tlie two princes rode 
Bide by side between mouses of admiring subjects, crowds 
of beniitifiil boys and girls scattered gold and silver coin 
^ongst the multitude* After a sojoum of three days 
in the HindoD capital, Ferc^ and hia bride returned to 
the Mussulman camp^ This o.^tcntatious fnendjdiip was 
only skin deep. A slight want of courtesy on tho aide 
of the FEnju in decfiniiig to enter the camp of his son-in- 
law, entirely oflaced all the good elTects of the meetiug ; 
and they parted with rnutual feelhiga of jealousy and 
secret thoughts of revenge* 

On his return to his own capital, Feroae sent to fetcli 
the fair Pei'tal, the unwitting cauae of so much bloodshed, 
and of the degradation of the royal race of Beejanuggun 

Wlieu he beheld her, even his critical experience was 
iviloundecl at her escellence. He swore by the beard of 
the Prophet, that all who had hitherto described Iter were 
in league with the Ihther of lies to depreciate a beauty 
that far excelled ajiything lie had ever conceived; but 
either the youthful princess of Beejanuggur had at length 
finally enthralled his wandering desires, or satiety had 
Induced indiflerence ; for he dismissed her with nnw'onted 
ftelMenial, Mying he wa^ too old for so much lieauty, and 
gave her in marriage to hia son Houssim, with ’ivhoni 
her nuptials were cek'bmtcd andtlst unequalled pomp and 
magnificence { and thus the promises of the Brahmin, and 
llie matrimonial prescntiraetits of Lhe fair one of Mutlkul, 
were Agreeably fulfilled, 

. Shortly afterwards Ferctse sought an exnise for invad- 
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ing the territories of Ms father-in-law. He Md siogo to 
the huporbmt fortroas of Bilhondab; but bis army •was 
dispirited by iin epklemic, which bears a strong resem- 
blaiice to cholera, and being attacked by Dewnl Eoyiritli 
great vigour, was agnully defeated. This was tlie firet 
great victory obtained by die Hindoos over their unre¬ 
lenting foia, the Miihomcdans. ‘Never was revenge more 
sweet to an oppressed and insulted race; and hard in¬ 
deed did they stiivc, in this one victorious campaign, to 
wipe out the estonions and oppressions of the last one 
hundred years. 

A general massacre of the Mussulmans took place; 
villages were burned and dei^opulated; moaques and holy 
places deetiviycd; and the ^uglity followers of Mam 
drank deep of the cup of l umnlin tTnp they had for more 
than a century forced on the now triumpliant worship¬ 
pers of Brahma. There was a smell of death throughout 
the kingdom of KnJberga, and pyramids of heads were 
niiscd to mark the number of the slain. 

This defeat was fatal to Feroue, Old and weE stricken 
in year?, tlie disgiace and humiliation was more than he 
was able to Ixsir. He prepared hia throne for his suc¬ 
cessor, and Houssun Klian was the object of hia choice ; 
but he was of herce temper and delxiuched mind, imd 
KLm Khanau, his imcle, determined to seize the throno. 
Anxious to secure the auocession of the throne to his son, 
Ferose now sought to bhud big brother; but he retired 
to Khun Ehauanpore, where he was shortly attacked by 
the troops of Feroso, to the number of 8000. Hfiv- 
ing only a smaE retinue of 1000 men, he was unable 
to meet them on the iield with any chaiicc of success; 
but a fortunate incident, somowlmt rusetnbEng that which 
caused so signal a panic amongst the Britiah troops on 
the Mttlii-fiLdd of Bonntxikbum, now oonvorted impend- 
hig defeat into a decisive victory. There were close at 

wnnn Of gipaiea of Hindostau, with 

-000 bullocks laden with com from Berar, and 300 
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iioraes from Lahore, By tlm advice of one of hia gene- 
rala, Khan Khamu purehn^cd tliGm nil, and mounted a 
man with a green and red 5ag on eneli ox. He placed 
some cavalry in fiont of this mock force, Tvi th orders to 
appear at a distance when the action should commence, 
and to proclaim that some principal o nfrahs had arrived 
from their* jaghires to osskt Khnn Klmonn. In the 
morning the engagement commenced; but no sooner did 
the gcuemls of Ferose’a army, who had all along been 
dreading the reinforcements that might join Khan Eha- 
ntm, see this large force, precetled by a band of horsemen, 
advance with immense shouting and waving of flags, 
from behind a grove, than their hearts foiled i and after 
a feeble reahitanee th^ retired from the fieltL Khan 
Khanan afterwards defeated Ferose in person, but re¬ 
fused to pursue Jum after the victory. At length Feroee, 
finding that public opiniep was strongly against his son, 
and in favour of Kh'm Khaaon, sent for Houssun, 
and told him, that such being the case, he had better 
reaigu in favour of his unde; which he did. Kimn 
Xlianon then visited Ferose, who received him witli 
pleasure. He declared him his successor, and chaiged 
him with the care of hia son and kingdom. Ilk woridly 
afllurs thus settled, Ferose died after a reign of twenty- 
five years. He was a great monarch. He hiul more 
wives, and dew more Hiudoos, than any former sovereign 
of India. He was just to his friends and terrible to 
his foes, and will compare favourably with most of the 
Boverdgna of Hindostan, 


NOTES TO CHAPTER X[V, 

* HbdDsUm jBuper is gwttHTaDj applied to tfiEi legiLifki nortli ol 

^ Tt wBfi cfiHod Fivoradii or ecmilfrAn, nod wu moda of pbony cmmA witli 
pkKs of pme gM, mliid with wu d^OODjOixV. eteiiing. 
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ElfiTOfiT or THE OECXJAK COKTlSftTD, ^ TEE £ 21 l 3 N OF ASKED BHaH ; AND 
SI3 DEFEAT OF THE HINDOO ELAJA DEWOt EOT. —» AlAA R, flOCCEEDa 
HlK IN 1434^ AND SEJON^ TffTSTT-THIIEZ TEABS. — THE EEIGN OF 
HmAlOON EH4E, ElJHNAJIED ** THE CSUEL.” ^ THE DEATE OF Ills SOW* 

KIAAM shah, — the EKiOH OF MOEAKHZD BEaJI.^ - TEE HATID DEGLISE 

or THE EMPnLE AIT Elfl DEATH. 

Xhanas Hscendod tlie throne in the 14^2, 
with the title of AJimed Shah, eumiuned WuUek, or the 
** Woiker of iliracles.” His first nini wus to stxeiigtheii 
his army, suid to iiveoge the late invasion of the Eujn of 
Bcejani^gur. He treated his nephew, Honssuii, with 
gi^t kindness, ant] allowed him to retire to FeiOKabtid, 
Tdth ample means and retinue, and leave to hunt and 
divert hiniiielf within a limit of eight miles rotuid his 
palaee. This life suited him far better than the enw^ft and 
anxieties of royally, and during hia irade’a reign he 

Temained happy; but was afterwards blinded and im¬ 
prisoned, 

Ahmed also extended his generoaty to the miniaterB of 
me late i„ult^ and .liberally rewarded them for their 
GTotioii to liis broth GT^a iRtGriT3stp although oxGitod figniuBt 
^ own. Having somewhat settled the aflaiis of his 
g oiD, and ^ft^tioned an army to ’watch bis dmtg-croiis 
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ztGighbours in Guzerat, he lost no time in mardiing with cbaf. 
40,000 hozse to attack his old enemy, Dewu] Eoy. The 
warlike Hindoo was in no way loath to accept the gauge ^422. 
of battle; and, being joli^d by some powerfiil aonthem 
rajtis, pitched his camp on the Jumme^a, the boundary 
stream between the two kingdoms. * 

Ahmed soon arrived at the opposite bank, and, finding 
taimte and insults equally unaToiling to induce the wary 
Hindoo to abandon his advantageous positioii, and attempt 
the passage, he decided upon adopting these daring 
tactics himself. Accordingly he despatched three of his 
most trustworthy officers with a body of troops to cross 
the river at some distant point during the night, and to 
advance stealtliily up to the enemy’s camp. By accident 
they siiiTuuuded a garden dose to a plantation of sugar- 
canes, where the Haja was sleeping wllli ouly a few per¬ 
sons, and he had barely time to escape naked into the 
cane brake. He was soon caught by tlie suldicrs of 
Ahmed, who, utterly ignorant of the value uf thdr prize, 
and believing him to be only a common person, loaded 
him witli cane, and obliged him to run with it before 
them. Tlie Baja, rejoiced at being undiscovered, willingly, 
took up the bundle, tinsting to fortune for his subsequent 
escape, Hre long the Moslem plunderers found other 
booty more valuable timn sugar-cane, iind their prisoner, 
more precious thnn the kooh-i-noor itself, was suffered 
to escape. 

HewiJ Hoy soon overtook his own troopfs, and, being 
recognised, was received with great joy. He retreated to 
Beojonuggur, whither Ahmed pursued him with all the 
ardour of unexpected success. Kepudiaring the humane 
treaty of hia ancestor, Mahmoud, vritli a former raja of 
Ecejanuggur, he destroyed men, women, and children with 
relentless fury; halting for three days to colebratc a festi¬ 
val, whenever the nmnber amounted to 20,0t)0. The 
temples and colleges of the Brahmins were, of course, de- 
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- Marohing straiglit to Becjanuggur, he redticed the dty to 
XAii^ great want and fitidhring ; and at length only consented to 
make peace on condition of ^eeeiviiig a subsidy at the 
hands of the Ihija’s sons. The Hindoo prince entered the 
camp of Ahmed with thirty elephants, kden with the 
wealth of the golden realms of the Camntic, and was 
received by the Sulinn with great honour. He entertained 
liiin sumptuon^ly for several days, when he sent him back 
witli a retmue of twenty fino horses of Amby, a unde 
clcphimt, dogs for the chase, and three trained hawks — ■ 
birds till tlien uidmown to the inhabitanta of the Car¬ 
natic. 

There is a superstition amongst the natives of India, 
that when rain hulsit is a proof of the divine wrath against 
the BoveneigiL During this reign none fell for two years, 
and die sufering and distress was intense. Ahm^ did 
all ill his power to iilleviate the misery of bin snbjecta; 
and, at length, having taken counsel with the wise men# 
consented to pray for it. Ifo sooner did he do so, tbfin , 
wonderfid to relate, rain fell In plenty, and he was imme¬ 
diately saluted with the title of WuUek, “ the worker of 
miracles,” Alter an attack on the Saja of Telinjana, the 
ally of Dewul Baja, in which he took his capital of Wa- 
roojol*, killed Brahmins innumerable;, destroyed dicir 
holy temples, and pillaged the hoarded treasures of ages, 
he retumed to Kalbeiga, where he shortly afterwards 
marked his reign by a work more enduring than mihtiuy 
succeaa, by resuscitating, on the ruins of Bieder, the 
glories of the ancietit capital of those Hindoo princes who, 
acoordiiig to native tradition bad, for 5000 years, pos¬ 
sessed the maguificent kingdoms of the Carnatic, 

The oelerily with which citiGs rise and assume gigantic 
proportion trader the absolute sway of oriental despotism 
hM no parallel in the tamer progress of more constitutioiiul 
kingdoms j and soon, some rmles to the north of Ealbciga, 
rose, as if by magic, one of the moat splendid cities of 
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ludia, or of tLe world. The great moequc of Ahmedabad 
Bieder was, for centuries, unequalled for aimple grandeur 
and s nleniTii ly; imd the more deUcate beautiefi of the 
Ivory mosque, inlaid with genia and TOo1Jler^Jf“pea^l, waa 
long one of die favourite themes with which tmvelleiB 
delighted to ilhistrate the wealth and prodigality of the 
realms of the iar East, 

After some desultory wars w*!)!! the King of Guzerat, in 
which he took Bombay, and one more pilhiging expedi¬ 
tion into Telinjano, the Sultan Ahmed died, fiAet a most 
prosperous reign of twelve yeara. 

Ahmed waa brave, and ocvarionally cruel; but he waa 
juflt, and remarkable for his regard to religion. In Lia 
reign there flourished a. holy syed, called Mohammed 
Geesoo Deniuz, whose sanctity vnas esteemed of so high 
an order by the Deccani?e Mussulmans, that a learned 
man bemg asked to pronounce judgment between the 
comparative greatness of this saint and Mahomed, replied, 
with s eeming wonder, that tlie Prophet was undoubtedly 
n great man, but that Syed Mohammed Geesoo Berauz 
w*ah a very diflbrent kind of man from that I 

ftiilfnt) Alla succeeded his father on the throne of Alime- 
dabad Bicder; but it was not till after a long campaign 
against his brother Mohammed, assisted by the Baja of 
■ Beejanuggur, that he obtained imdisputed possession of the 
kingdom. lie was soon involved in border wars "with 
the Eajas of Concan, Sunjecr, and otliera; and in one pro¬ 
tracted feud with the King of Khandeesh, his kingdom 
wufl only saved by the brilliant victories of bis general, 
Mallek-al-Tigar, the Prince of Mcrclnmtg. 

During,rids campaign the Bahmineo empire waa more 
tp<>n once impcrfll^ by the jealousies of the various mer¬ 
cenary chiefs and soldiers comprising the army. The Abys- 
.siuiana at rids period exercised <?onsiderable influence and 
control in military and state aSalre in the Deccan; and their 
superior physique and indefieudent spirit rendered them 
at all timoB Objects of great anxiety. Since the establiah- 
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ntinibcr of alavca were Dimiiiillj' brought over by AbjB* 
Kinmn nierclifuiis, and sold tliroughout the country to die ^ , 
Bultans and great, chicfe; the^, in tlieir turn, purchased 
their own coiyiUymco, nnd coloniea and coinmunidea 
E,cson api^ang up. These men haring, ns it were, an here¬ 
ditary interest in the governinent and the miJitaTy pres¬ 
tige, nnd united by loug service to the Deccanee aineera, 
viewed with jealousy the increasing influenee of tire Mo¬ 
guls, Turks, and Persians, who were rapidly settling in 
the Deccan. So bitter did this feeling at length become, 
that tlie rival powers could not be employed in the same * 
serviceand when at length these foreiguera, after the 
performanee of some remarkable exploit?; were ordered-* ‘ 
to take precedence of die Abyssiidana and Doocaneea, tliis 
jealousy was converted into tiie deepest hatred and re¬ 
venge, and soon caused a catastrophe that again raised 
the drooping spirits of the Hindoo princes, and ti'oin 
one eud of die peninsula to the other. 

Soon after liis succesL'ses in Khandeesh, Mallek-al- 
Tigar hiraded die Concan with 7000 Deccan troops, * 
and 3000 Abysaininn horse, in addition to his own 
Mogul and Peirian ti'oopa, with the intention of re¬ 
ducing all the coast fortresges of Concan and MtJa- 
bar. After considerable success he was persuaded by a 
treacherous Hindoo fiaja named Sirkeh, to attack the 
Knja of Stmjeer, who owned die country arotind Kulich, 
a place often mendonod in the liistory of Anning- 
zeliea wars in the Deccan. Aetjuainted with the dan¬ 
gerous p£L<^ and poisonous cltmate of the wtstem 
ghauts nod jungles, Mallek-al-Tigar long refused to 
harard so dangerous a campaign; but at length yielded 
to the assiirancea of the treadierous Sirheh, that, “ with 
a guide so skiDed ns himself, not a hair of their head’s 
would suffer, and the rose of accomplisliment wonid be 
gathered without trouble," At the outset Mailek vras 
deserted by the Abyssinian and Deccanec troops, who ^ 
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refused to enter the forejits; and he was obliged to trust 
for success to his own Mogul and Perakn auxiliaries; 
true to his promise, Sirkeh for Gie firet two days con¬ 
ducted tlie troops along a fair path ; but on the third, he 
led them through “ paths so homble, that ii male tiger 
through dread of the terroiB of it would liuTe bect>nie_fe- 
inale; fuller of windings thou the curly locks of llie fair, 
and narrower than the paths of love ; demons would have 
stai'tcd at the precipices and ravines, and the ghoul have 
been panic-stricken at one I'iew ; the sun never enlivens 
the \^cyB, neither had Providence fixed hounds to Its 
extent; die grass wns tough as tlie teeth of serpents, and 
ftrdd as the breath of dragons; death dwelt in the water 
and poison in the breeze ; after winding, fatigued, weary 
and alarmed, through tins dreadful path, they entered a 
dork forest, a jrassage through which was difTtcnlt even to 
the giilc, bounded on three sides by mountains that 
seemed to have thdr heads in the clouds, and the other by 
au inlet of the ocean ; there was no path to advance and 
none to retire except that by which they had entered-'’* 
Ilerc Sirkeh deserted them, and hastening to the Eaja 
of Sunjoet, Informed him that he had lured the prty 
into his toils — ^the Eaja, wiio had oidy been awaiting 
the signal, attacked them iu tJie night, and alow nearly 
7000 of them. The clg^ibing of the trees, and the motiri- 
lug of die monsoon, forming a fitting chorus for the 
groans of the wounded and the shrieks of the dying. 

Mallek-al-Tigar, with many noble Syeds;, and a few 
Abyssinian and Dcceanee omrahs, fell victims to the 
treachay of the Hindoos, and a mere handful escaped to 
bear the sad tale of their coniradra’ fate. On their escape 
from this terriblo jungle, the Moguls did not fail to 
taunt the Abyssinian a and Deccanees with their cowar¬ 
dice, and threiiteued to inform the Sultan of their con¬ 
duct. They retired to Jagnch to recruit, and m the mean 
time the Deccanees, alarmed at their threat of exposure, 
jmd anxious to secure the first hearing at court, sent 
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immecliatelj to the Sultaa, aceriatog the Moguls of having 
betrayerl Mivllek-iiJ-'EgaT, imd of being in league with the 
Eains of the Coiican. 

Unnigeil at llieir eupposod treason, the Sultun mURG- 
rluitelj sent tw^ Deccaneo omniL^i to executo vengeance 
on the MoguK In vain they asserted iheu: innocence, 
msLsted tliat tliere was a mistake, ojkI begged to coni- 
mmiicate witli their sovereign: they were now in tlic 
hsinds of their enemies, who, bent on their destmctiou, 
allowed no rumour of their innocence to 1 ‘each the ear of 
the sovereign j every letter was intercepted, and every 
hdselioad Ikhricatefl that could Gstab1h>h their treachery. * > 
Finding all hope of Juslicc gone, the Moguls abut them- 
selviM up in &e walled city of Jagneb, and witL nn-.. * 
equalled heroism, held it against the finest armies and 
generals of the Sultan. 

At length provisioiia getting low, the Moguls deter¬ 
mined on a sortie, with the desperate hope that some few 
would cut their way through the bejieging force, and 
^tablish their innocence before the Sultan's throne. But 
treachery now completed the ruin their indomitablo 
oonrage had deferretL A forged order from the Sultan, 
purporting to grant them a full pardon, on acconni of 
the number of Sjeds amongst Ihom, on condition that 
they quitted his territory, was concocted by the Dec- - 
<^ee omnihs, and sent to the besieged; and to put 
the seal of blasphemy on their iniamoiis deceit, the 
omrahs swore by " the Almighty, by the Koran and 
Ae Prophet of God,” that they should retire without 
mjmy to property or person. 

Belying on the solemnity of an oath that to a Ma-isul- 
man is the most sacred that can be made, these unfor¬ 
tunate men evacuated the fort with their wives lu^d 
families, encamping outside whilst diey were prepar- 
ing for their march; for three days the Dccconee ehiefa 
observed their oatli; it took that time to enable these 
cowardly traitors to suiniuou course to perpetmte the 
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they bad deviled. Although no longer protected 
by their wnE^, they durst not attack their noble foe, and 
^ i^uin had recourse U> trcsidieiy to eupply the courage 
th(^ th® fourth day they prevailed upon the 

Mo^J chiefe to come to an entertaiimieut; all the prin- 
cip^ attended, when at a given sigrud, armed men 
ruahM^ m and put them all to the sword ; whilst without, 
m their camp, 401)0 Deccanees put eveiy male, even the 
t^dren at the breast, to deatli, reserving the women for 
their iusulte and Iheir brutality; 2000 Moguls, of whom 
1200 were Syuds of unmked descent ^nj Medina, 
Eerbada, and Nujeef, perished by tiiis abominable trea¬ 
son. Nover;’ as the Moslem Imtorian feelingly relates 
“never since the days of Houssun were the Syeds so 
abused; but ia it not a^nishing that men who called 
themselves sei^inta of the Prophet should so basely treat 
his descendants ? ” 

Murder however will out, and such a murder as this 
had ten thousand tongues; “for every wound received 
by a descendant of the Prophet in tliis world,” eaya the 
Koran, “ a dozen witness will spring up in the day of 
aecusaiiorL” Notwithstanding all their care, the truth did 
at length reach the.^s of AUa, and terrible indeed was 
hig Tvmtli* condigTi punif^Iiinent was executed at once 
* upon the piindpul perpetrators of ting foul deed ; death 
and impalement rid the world of monsters who could 
so disgrace humanity; and providence struck with a 
loathsome leprosy the two omraJis under whose imftnic- 
tion the work of blood had been completed. 

During this reign, Eaja Deo of Deejanuggur, called a 
^iienJ ooundl of Ills chief nobihty and Brahmins, to 
inquire into the cause of the invariable superiority of the 
Mussulman arma; he proved to them that in extent, 
wealth and iy>puIation, the territoTy of the Eajns of 
Beejanuggnr foi- exceeded that of the Bahminee Sultana; 
but that still Lis army was always beat, and he desired to 
know the reason; some said that the Hindoo scriptures 
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fototold the RTpremftcy of the Mussulman hr 30,000 
years, and theiefore their defeats were in accordance 
with the immutable decree of destiny; others with more 
reason attribiited it, to Qieir inferiority in cavalry ftnij 
Ijowmeu, The^Ecfa adoiJtod the latter aiiggestion, and 
desired aE his troops to be instructed in the use of the 
bow ; he also enwuraged the inimigmtion oFM usanlm^ii^ 
to Ilia dominions, giving them villageai and jnghirca, and 
placed a Koran before liis thiene to which they might 
niahe obeisance; he soon had 2000 ilusauhmma, and 
00,000 Hindoejs Efcllful with the bow, besides 80,000 
horse, and 200,000 foot irained in the same way wilJi 
spears and ^ords. 

Witli this host he invaded the territory of ^Ula ; three 
oombuta were fouglit, in one of which the Hindoos were 
victorioufi, and two of Alla's chief officers taten priaonera; 
nothing daunted, the Sultan sent word to Deo, that he 
liod sworn an oath to destroy H>0,tJ0O lEndixis for every 
JIuKnilinaii who was slain; and he would not hold Ilia 
hand, till the captivity of each of these thiefe was 
expiated by the .death of 100,000 of his foes; the Ihija 
feared the despcnitioii of hia enemy, although wor^tetl 
^d consulting prudence, he made a treaty and retirxKl 

iTOin the EuhitiiiiG^ tciTitoiy, 

Like iio many eastern [jotentates, Alla was a mixture 
of good jmd bad; he built and richly endowed an infir^ 
maiy at Alimedabad, and npiiofnted to it Hindoo and 
Mus^ihmm ^toiy; and he conferred a yet greater 
)lt^ng CD lua subjects, by sujjpresring that cm^ of 
I c] lea, e marauding devoteea or pilgrims, giving 
them be ophon of menial and laborious work, or ^ 
altogother qmttiag the coujitiy. 

]^e the wise king, he feU away from the paths of 
nght and wisdom towartls the end ofhis life; he gave 

nubSS "?T ^tijiymerns, and iSlin- 

3^^ “ to his ministm: he 

tbaak wine in public, but pouml molten lead down die 
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throats of those who iinitjited him. One of the grandsona 
of the oflicer whose duty it wus to examine wei-xhts and 
^ ineasures to prevent the sole of intoxicating liquore, and 
to pumah ofleuoes ogalmt mordily, being captivated by 
the sn^ of a courtesan, and tempted by her to drink 
wine, be^R quairelBomc fiom the eiFeets of it, and 
beating the woman cut off her side locks. The affair was 
coiuphuued of to the cutwul who cotilined both parties - 
int considenug the rank of the officer, he considered it 
better to refer the decision of the ciLse to the Sultan • 
who, wing much enraged, oidered the offender to lie 
carried into the most public square of the citv, there to 
receive two Imndrcd blou-a on the soles of h4 feet, and 
‘ to take a aolemn oath against drinking wine; the cour- 
was led through the city di^^ iu an ass's skin and 
afterwai^ banished the dty. Fronx a life of compiuu- 
tive celibacy, “he suddenly entertained 1800 betintilul 
women, and spent most of his time ia drinkimx mbv- 
coloured wmes, pressing the lips of sUver-bodJed damsels, 
or listening to the melody of eweet-toued musicians," and 
seldom appearecl in public. 

pis,!"*® laming; md on 

Ptidays and hohdays he would otjcasionally ascend the 

_ pulpit lu which he read the XlmtbaJi, describing 
hmi^ m nicest terms as "the monarch just, mvr- 
ciJid, imd patient, and liberal to the »irvaul 3 of GolL" 
But his nght td these lofty titles did not always 
pass uuchalleiigcd; and on one occasion an Arab hoi4- 
dealer, to whom he owed money, being present at this 
enumeration of royal virtm^, could not contain his in- 
^guation; and, alluding to the murder of the 1200 
Hyeds at Jagneh, caUeil out in a loud voice, “ Thou art 
neither the great, the patient, the memiful, nor the hbend 
but the c^el and the false; who hast ma^acred the 
1 mphet-s descendants, yet dared to assume such vauntinr. 
titles in tJie pulpits of true believera," ^ 

Alla felt keenly the force of the rebuke ; the merchant 
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BOOR was paid ou tlie fpot, and tlic Sultan retirt'd in tears to 
^ ■ liifi palace, where he soon after died of mortilieation of 
I'tST. the foot, after a reign of twenty-three yeors. ^ 

Aik was occasionally tinjust and severe j but well 
would it have^ been for his subjeots had his life been 
prolonged. He was sucoeeded on the throne of Ali- 
medabfld by liis son Humaioon, eommonly csdled Zelim 
or tlie CnieL He was probably the greatest monster 
that ever disgwiced biunanity : the gods of Inilia tntist, 
indeed, Inive Wn angry with their i>eople, when they 
siiflbred such a demon to reign over them. Helioga- 
balns, Nero, Caliguhr, and the most abandoned monarchs 
of imiwrial Itome, were infants in atrocity and vice com¬ 
pared to this eastern mouai'cii. 

During his reign the main thoronglifarea of the King's 
Market were adorned with stakes and cauldrons of 
scalding oil smd boiling water, with which to boil and 
impale all who fell under his displeasure. The cutwul, 
or cliief mi^strate of his capital, was confined in an . 
iron cage, iind every day compeUed to swallow some 
jKirtion of his owm flesh. WTiilst irritated at some sufi- “* 
posed or actual want of attenlion, he put to deatlj 2000 
oi his troops by vtrrious tortures, the most cruel and 
lingering tlmt could be devised. 

From the baleorty of Ms palace he witnessed liis own 
brotlier cast to a voracious tiger; and foaming at the 
mouth with bintul passion, and biting his Ii|Ks with rage 
till they tlropped blood, he gloated over the agonised ' 

deatli of upwards of 7000 men, ivomen and children, 
who wore supposed to be involved in his revolt- 
Accompanied by Itis brutal soldiery, he would often 
descend into the streets and snatch the bride fttini a wtal- 
ding proeeasioii, and bear her away to his i?eiiana; but 
llie ciirae of Cain was on this man of i)lood ! the euiso of 
the fatherless and the widow haunted him by day, and ^ 
.scared him when at the height of his fiendish enjoyments. 

As his iiand utia against every miui's, so did he feel every 
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man's land was against him. He lived n life of terror oiAP 
. wliich even diink, the last resource of the craven, oould 
iiot bau^ Out of fnly to mankiutl, Providence did nut 
lung siifler such vice to go unpumsJied. After u reign of 
^ yiatrs, he waa, in a lit oi intoxicaiiun, asaaasinnted 
by Jim own servants; and has left a name uneqnaUed in 
the annals of crime. 

Nizam, Lis son, succeeded to the sovcrtiigutv of a 
crushed and terror-stricken nation. He was fou^irT, and 
unable suceesefully to resist tlie combined attacks of his 
ixjwerful neighbours, the liajas of Mal^^ and Orissa. He 
was defeated in a great notion by Maiunoud, Eiijg of 

who, after coramitting everj- inioginabJe atrocity » 
throughout tlm Bahmiuee empire, esUdjlMitKi hnnsolf at I 
Ahmcdabad. H 

Mahmoud, like most Mussulman conqnerorH, was ruth- 
leas in but a strict obser^'er of all the raiuuto injuno I 
tions of his faith, btrsiinuig at ibrnis and ceremonies, 
he diaregaitled the great trutlm of mercy and ri-^ht. 

Seated on the throne of Nizam, lie ajfettod a pohey 
of mercy and conciliation, aud eqxirially reganled the 
outward show of religion ; bo was very strict in thu ob¬ 
servance of tho niles rejamling thinjeps pure and impure, 

^ and particularly tl iat one ’H'hich enjoins the purchase of 
vc^tables lh>m the ow7ier of the soil only. iTiis hypo- 
crisy was thus nobly rebuked by a celJliratod shJiklj, 

Molana Shumse: ^Tou ejjoak, O king, what cau only 
avGite Ti<licuJe and score. To invade the territories 
of tree believer?, ky waste tJieir dwellings, and rob them 
of thiur property, and to pretend observance of the law in 
the trifling points of dress and diet, k folly and hvpocrisv." 

The king acknowledged the truth of this bold'oenWe ' 
but said the empire could not be supported mthout such 
^ contradictory octiona, 

^fter keeping possession of Ahmethibad fur nearly 
twelve montJis, Malimuud was expelled by Mahmoud, the 
famous sovereign of Guzerat, who, with iuy army of So’oOb 
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hoiBO, mjirdicd to re-GstablMi the power of tlicBahminee 
tlyiinsty, 

Mahmoud was at that time the greatest sovereign in ^ 
Iiidiu; he niletl over Gu^erat for fifty-two years, and' 
e^aLilslicd a chonicter for i>owEr and pereonal slrengtb 
that reached the far dijitant Cfipitalfi of Europe, lie was 
represcnlerl by travellers as a prince of enornioiK stature, 
lining on deadly poisons; and his breath was said to Im: 
so fetid dint even die flics that lighted on him died ; and. 
his usunl mode of destroying hia enemies was by breathing 
u|>ou them 

The reign of Jfizam was on unfortunate one for his 
country, and lie did not live long enough to redeem its 
tarnished honour. He died ns he wns just springing into ' 
manhood' and the flowery language of Persian histOTy 
brings before us a tragetiy somewhat resembling die 
(diarming pnges of the Scotch novelist. It being the cus¬ 
tom of the house of Baliminee for its princes to wed in 
tender years, the queeii-motlier sought in marringe for 
her son one of her own redations, and prepared the nup¬ 
tial feast widi royal pomp and magnificence. “ On die 
night of the celehratioa, when the assenibly of mirth was 
adorned, and the court full of plGasiire and rejoiciug, sud¬ 
denly aertaitus were henixl from tlio royal apartments, and 
the voice of poftow complained with loud sobs that Hlzain 
Shah liad departed tliis life, and left the world to other 
mastc'is. The unblown rose of the royal tree suddenly 
perished by the destmetive blast; the down of beauty 
had not yet grown on the fiownr, when death shed upon 
it the killing mildew,"'* 

Nizam Shah reigned two years, and was succeeded by 
his brother, Mohammed Bahmlnee, w^ho, at the age 
of fourteen, undertook the difficult task of managing n 
kingilom and a wife. Mohammed revenged the insults 
■of Mahmoud of ^lalwa j and, invading his kingdom, es- 
torted a favourable peace. His troops, under his power- 
fill subject, Ehujeh Gawan, afterwards subdiietl the hide- 
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pendent Rajas of the Concan. He attacked Goa witli one 
hmidretl aiid tweuty vessels^ and t^mdtiated a suctcsal'ul 

^ c:tiii|xugii by tJie conquest and amiexation of diat vuluable 
seapoil belongitig to the Raja of Beejanuggur, 

The ihihmitaB^ or iuliabitauLs of the Cpucan, followed 
the samo principle of life as their more iiilaad brethren of 
the Deccan* 1 p^ilL?L the latter loved to hear “ tlie lark 
fling «ind the mouEo squeak" in the terriUmes of their 
neighbours, they loved to hear the sea-bird f5creani on the 
irild ocoan. They were phates on. a grand aeale+ and 
could send out a fleet of three hundj'ed vessels to hanLss 
the tnide and terrily the pilgiims of their Mussulman 
neighbours. 

* One caimol hdp contrasting the extent of diis maritime 
enteipriae, though turned to purpufies so injnrioiia, with 
the utter staguation that tiow pervades the whole -Nveatent 
coast of Indio* When three hundred vesaela went out 
to rob^ there uinst have been somediing to rob. Of tlic 
three hundred vessels that four himdred years ago fi'e^ 
queuted the port? of the Decc^m and MalabaCt but a few 
open trading lioats now remain to enliven that splendid 
coiist* 
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K ibe last reign but one produced n sovereign, in coni- 
IMirison witli wliom the greatest demonfl of hiatoiy apjjear 
aiigeLi, tlie p^e^3cIlt one could boast n subject worthy to 
contest die palm of rectitude and honour ivitli Sully, 
XJmenes, or Sir Thomas lloore* 

HenceforiiVard the history of the Ihdiminee empire id 
the liistoiy of Khajeh Gawan, the great tuinister of 
Mohammed ; and with hia death its stm' of apleudour set 
for ever. 

Klinjeh Gawan was one of the most noble charactei's 
we nsid of in any history; and the sketch of such a niftn, 
althoiigli itni>erfecL must be instructive. lie belonged to 
the ojyul family of Penda; but, akrmed at the danger 
attending close constmguluitj to the tbione, he refused 
reprated oflers of high office in the statp, and betook liim- 
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flooi? to tlio TTandering life of an easteni mercliant In his 
J- . foiiy-thind year he arrivecl at a port of the Deccan, 
11G9. cn route to Xlinduetati, and was persuaded to mter the 
serrioe of Alin IL; and during the reign of his son, 
Huro&iocm. the Pmel, attained to the highest offices of the 
state. On the eteradun of Mohammed Shaw ho was 
made vizier; and &um that period ruled the B:d)mince 
empire with wisdom, justice, and benevolence. His gene¬ 
rosity fully equalled his wealth, which exceeded nuy^iing 
of the kind before kuowu in Deccan. S<^rce a city of 
note throughout the Dccctm but hsjd some csample to 
show of his generosity; and there was not .a poor man in 
the country who had not tlaily cause to bless the name of 
Khajeh Gawan. 

Gawort means cow; and titc following amusing anecdote 
^ves the cause of his adopting it. Sitting one day with 
the Sultan and his court on a terrace of the [jolace, a cow 
luippeued to low underneath, when one of the courtiers 
snitl, laugliiugly, “ Oh, vizier, thou art a ivise man, what 
eaith the cowP” when Khajeh promptly answ'ercd, in tho 
iSMne stialn, “ She sap I aui one of her species, and should 
not ait amoDgst ossea.” 

He was no less distiuguished as a scholar than os a 
soldier. He grcatly extended the bounds of the Balimluee 
empire; and his treatise on tire scieucc of arithmetic, and 
liis garden of comixxsition, wore long esteemed by tho 
• literati of the Deccan. 

On one occiiaou, when honoured by a visit ftom the 
Sultan, he presented him with wealth and curiosities that 
exceed oven the credulity of the student of eastern history. 
Amongst other priceless artidcs are enumerateil fifty 
dishes of pure gold, with covera set widi jewels, each 
Lirge enough to hold a roasted lamb ; one liuudrod slaves 
of Circassia, Georgia, and Abyssmio, most of them accom¬ 
plish^ angers and muaicinns; one hundred horses of 
Arabia, Syria, and Turkey; and one hundred pieces of 
superb chinu, never to be aocn but in the palaces of groat 





• • 


16 


i 


rilMOjlir OP THE DEOCAIf. 

monardis. He gare the king an mveatoiy of all he pos* 
to the last farthiLg, and deUvereJ eveothing to 
^ him. But auch gimeroaity could not be tolerated by a 
getH^tion of courtly YipoK. A deep plot was MJ for 
his life, aiid hia very household servants were employed 
iigamat liiJii. Trea^ocLELblii comispotulence Tvaa fomctl 
and h^ own soul put to it. In a fit of rage aud iutoidai' 
Uon, the Sullim gave ear to his euemies, sent for Kliajeh 
Gawan, aud, ustenmg to no exploimtioij, ordered im Abt's- 
smn skYC to slay him on the 3 i>oL ^The death of au old 
- 1 ^ like me," said this noble vizier, when he saw hi, 
doom was fixed, "‘is of Uttle inomeut to myself; to you 
It will be the ruin of an empire and your oism glory'* 
WhcQ, kneeling down facing the kibleh, or point of prayer 
he repeated die piofessiou of faith, “ There ia no "od but 
God, and Mahomed is the prophet of God;” andrUiaiik- 
iiig God for die blessing of martyrdom, he resigned his 
Jid to the Dii,nne mercy, at theweucrabb age of seventy- 
eiglit. 

lYom that moment tlie kingdom of Mohammed licann 
to slide ^111 his grasp, and die house of Hahmiuee toi^ 
tereil to its fall All the great nobles of Deccan iled in 
almm, and refu^ to return to their allegiance ; and the 
feultau Imd to fill die imijortant posts of the empire with 
luen unfitted for tJiem. 

K^o sooner was Khajeh dead than remorse devoured the 
hean of his master, and destroyed his peace. Tn vain he 
punished all. who had so cruelly deceived him, and heam-d 
honours on the adopted son of his faithfnl servant. A 
thousand tim« im hour he rcgretleil the act that had de- 
pnved him of the greatest subject of the age. His 
sure was gone from him ; and, iuwanliy a prey to grief 
and Mrrow, he passed a life of miserj-; till, at length, ufteT 
a reign oi twenty yeara, death seized him In a fit of 
drankenness, exekiming that Khajeh Gawau was tearimr 
iiim to pieces. ^ 

From Goa to the moutlia of the Kiahua, and from the 
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BOOK Norbiuldfl to tlio Jk^einrali, tbe wtole coimtiy acknow- 

—__ le^etl the sniriiy of Molmmmed BihaJi of Aluuediibud. 

J^«2. Hid capitiil was the most magnificent in India, his omios 
the most victorious; and, but for this one act of tynumj’, 
and a dresidful^famuie that for two years decimated, the 
Deccan, his rei^ would have been accounted one of the 
most glorious of the Bahminee dynaaty. 

Mohammed was the last actual sovereign of the line of 
Bahnunee; foraJdioiigli during the succeeding forty yearn 
nominal sovereigns of Deccan ascended the throne of 
Ahinedabad, the great: nobles, who had only been deterred 
Horn asserting their independence by the <mcrgy and 
power of Kimjeh Gawon, almost immediately fell atvay, 
aud divided the kingdom amongst themselves; and, in 
less tliim forty yotm?, tlie four ilynasties of Beejaporo 
Golcondah, AJunednuggar, and Berar, partitioned the 
magnificent territory of Ahmedabad. 

The contests between the Abysinians, Beccanceo, and 
Moguls, were renewed iu all their destructive 
and ununfiiy and confusion harassed tlie land. 

Thus this powerful monarchy, whose end strikingly 
foreshadowed^ that of the Mogul empire two eenturicis 
later, fell to pieces just seven years before the first Moinit 
emperor planted his victorious standard at Agra. 


JfOTES TO CHAPTER X\^ 

^ -Sif tTyd&rjiljJid.. 

^ F«rijihtn''s DwyniL 

* taunusia ana Buboaa both gira ihia daMriptluii. Hwtee Eatlur- 

IJw FHnw! of Cwnbay’j dnily food 
Mp, uni imd 

Whirli mitkoft Mm Wr ap stang * bmatk 

. ^ Lg l idfi] to daitlk” 

* FKiihta'a Drcoul 

ntti ^ ^ B imuLll Hteamer, of flLcmt Ilut doMioy po^cr, 

but it did not Bcunbay tci Cnnminow imd Coebin imd back; 

lit Old not pay, imd fixo yoKa ngo waa ijdten att; 
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HECAITTUT. attiry. 

Before weproc^ ths hitoiy of tho gra,t Mo.ni] 
(yniis^, the goIdcQ 1 ^ of HiudcKtOD. we will brii^y 

tion, aod iM* the elTects of foeeigti rule upoo the coedi- 
tiott and institutions of the people. ^ 

Por ne^ly four centuries the Mussulmans had been 
supreme m ^dostan. Thirty sovereigns, the great 
majonty of whom were mountaineem of Aflghan JiuSiLre; 
nded Ill aua^on from the capitals of Delhi and Laliore 
ihc wys of succession were iiicefisant ■ but the erBat 
pmra of sovereignty were contested amongst the MoSs 

Hthowra of Delhi and Joichund ofCnnouje fA*D. J 194 ) 

' 7]Tf sovereigns of Hindostam and with 

imotEi t7 tind the expatriation of the Enj- 

^ the mihtaiy spirit of the people appcom to hJe 

tion completely prove the utter prostm- 

unopposed succe«aioti 
^ Hindostan, immy of 

them .v^thout even the claim of ordinary en^Ld 

^fend their „euT,Ed„e,, withS r ,i^C 

tiie great native princea ° 

turnitemiptedly from 

north: wa^ after wave of fierce and nc^y 
tors recruited theanmea and monopolised the offices of 
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TOOK But the fierce of Hmdostau were iE sr^lUid to 
^ the mounUiiueera of Cuubul or the natives of Boklimu 
and Stuuarcand. In the third generation the deacen-- ^ 
donts of the uortheni conquerors ofiered a less vigorous 
obstacle to frtgh invasion than did the original natives 
of the country. The slippered exotics in turban and 
iloiviug TrfUalin robes, who thronged the courts and 
tnOiit[ucs at Delhi, did not offer a stronger contrast ia 
habits and api>eflranoe to theii* stout ruddy gnindaii'es 
who, in hea^y Iciither boots, short tiniica of thick cloth, 
and woollen caps, conquered for them, tlmn thiy did in 
energy and waiiike aptitude. 

At duE period, six Muaauhnan and two Hindoo aove- 
reignties divided amongst them the gi^eat peninsula of. 


ludia. 


The Mussulman Idngdoms wei'e Delhi, Guzorat, (Jie 
Deccan, Molwa, and Bengal; those slUl governed by 
Hindoo princes were, the ]h\jpoot princlpatity of the west, 
and die great monarchy of Beejanuggur in the soulli. 

Tile kingdom, of Delhi reached from the Salt range 
and the mauntains of Caslimere toBelinr, and from Gwalior 
to tlie Himalaya, and was ever tlie supreme power in 
Hindostnn. In the liand uf ;i powerful Tnonarch it exacted 
homage imd tribute fr-om ita rivals, and even in its extre¬ 
mity of weakness aud intestine ilia waa always safe from 
external aggreaBiorL The possesaiorife of the kings of 
Delhi, diough liij^ge and nominally under one king, did 
not possess the strength of unity: Uio monarchy was 
made up of many independent principalities, jiigliire?, 
and provinces, each ruled by im heneclitary chief or 
zemindar, nearly nil of wlioni were Ailghajia, WTien 
loved or feart-d by the great feudatory princes of Him 
doFtau, tlie raonarch of Delhi was supreme over an 
empire j but at the cry of “ every man to liia tent," 
synonymous with the retirement of every noble to his 
j^hiru, waa frequeiuly left in one day with scarcely a 
single province. 
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UudL'rAlla the Snnguinaiy (a.d, 1205J ami HobatniTieil 
Tu^hlitk (AiD. I3-2a), the etupire comprised the j^reaier 
]jortion of the peninsula of India, whilst under some of 
their successors it was restricted to half the capital 
itself. 

Of the Mussidman sovercigm of Hind<^u whose his¬ 
tories we have sketched, some few displayed beiievolenee 
and .talents that woidd have adorned the anmik of any 
empire; wliilst many exulted m crimes that would tlis* 
grace the ordinary calendars of vice. On the whole, 
they were ueither better nor woiso tlran their contempo 
my sovereigns in Enrtipe. Amongat the Stephens and 
Johns of England, the Pepins and PMhps of Pratjce, tiie 
Popes dial could sanction the extennimtion of the Albi- 
genses aud bless tlie Inquisition, it would be easier to find 
ten of the mould of Aha and Mohammed tlum one of tlie 
stamp of the good Ferose, 

Tlie rise of the Mussulman kingdom of the Deccan wn!^ 
as rapid as its career was brilliant mid its diasolutiou 
sudden. In less than fifty years fiom the meetuig of 
rebi?I nobles in the fortress of Dowletabad (a,o. 1,S2o)^ the 
Bahminee monardis almost equalled in wealtli luid [jowur 
th(^ of Hindustan. Whilst the aniiiee of tiie latter 
foimd ample occupation in oppoaing the inroads of 
northern neighbours, or in kimen cotitcste with the 
warrior princta of HaJpooUiiia, tliose of the former fouTid 
a more congeuinl field for their prowess and cupidity in 
rilling the stored-up treuaures of tlie Garmitic aud die south. 

Bengal, Guzerat and Midwa wore small and imrigui- 
ficatit as military powers by the side of their powerful 
ueighbouns of the Deccan aud Hiudostau. Guzerat, 
however, was the emporium of the then esteusive mari¬ 
time trade of the west coast; whilst Bengal, teeming 
with a redundant and laborious population, was then, 
as now, the weidthiest province of the peninsula. 

The kingdom of Malwu hud lately been on the de¬ 
cline, and had now fellen under the sway of Rana 
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Sanfm, iliL' brave and able Eajiwot sovereign of Clieetore, 
'vvhu, t tildrig tulvantage of the intestine eommotltm of Ills 
iiei'ghboui's, bad added to bis hereditiiry doniituons 
ral neighbouring provinces, and was daily increasing in 
Ijower. 

The Hindifc Idngdonvs of Beejnntiggiir and Cheetore, 
equally Cunous in the history of die peuinaula, sliared 
very unequally the blessings of climate and soil 

Eeejanuggur, esteuding fiom the Kishna to Cape Co- 
moiiii, comprised the most teriile and populous regiona ol 
luclia, and its wealth was immense; wbilst the liajjxmt 
priucipalities, eomposod of nigged mcnmtalns and impass¬ 
able deserts, supported a population rich only in chivaliy 
and manly enterprise. 

Beejaiiuggur atid Rajpootana represented respectively 
the ouipires of Peace and Wai'. The aspects of uatiire 
us sGim in Uiclr rGspeetive countries inQuenced the habits 
and pureuita of the inhabitants; wlulat for 600 years the 
fiovereigns of Beejauuggur devoted their wealth to in¬ 
creasing the fertility of an already prodigal nature, by 
those noble works of irrigation, tliat in their deciiy still 
eonstitute their gloiy and our shame, the warrior piinccii 
of Rajpootana, worshipping the sun, the sword, and tlie 
horse, and rejecting witli scorn all pursuits of agriculture, 
raised, in emubtion of nature’s defences of mouiiUdns anti 
deserts, the mighty fortresses of Gwalior. Ilintinibor, and 

Qtling fi- 

Ad iateroouTse of four hundml years and frequent 
intemuirriages liad incloctrimited the conquerors in many 
of the peculiar iumtuLions of their subjects ; tlie durtme- 
tions of cflstCj and the classification of things uucleau, 
(^ualiy iuflueTiced their habits and their ordinary avoca- 
tloTiS. The distinctious of caste were fuliv rc<x>gLQ9ed by 
the Musaulmans; ami no Eiuhinm could treat with, more 
’Withering centempt a chandalah or pariah than ilid a 
Syixl or lineal cleecondaiit of tlie Prophet. 

V\t hatevtr sinking of ilifloreuees or obaen ance of new 
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custonw, causpil any rapprocbc^nent between tlie riTal 
ruce^ was made entirely by the Muasulnmiis: dio Hin- 
docM temained unchanged iu the slightest degree. “ We 
want not ” siy ti^e Bniliinina, ** that oUiew should adopt 
oiu' woi'dup; let dl men adhere to tlie i^ligion of their 
fathersand, opposed to protielytLsm ino^-pIia.-ie, they 
scorned nil efforts to shahe the hiith of theh^ couquen>i4, 
and to the deatli any attempt agdnst tlieir own] 

In many instances, tlie governing class liud cruelly per¬ 
secuted the followers of Bmlinia; broken their idols, over- 
thitnvn their temples, and massacred tlicir priests ’ hut 
those perBecutions left no mark. The gentle pagan 
Lent like a retd before the blast of Moslem intoler¬ 
ance, only to rise up the moment it was past. But 
indeed these persecutions had liecn tlie exception; tole¬ 
ration or indifference had lieen the i-ule of MnssuLnan 
domination, and it is doubtful whetlier the animosity Ix- 
tweeu Hindoo and Mussulman, in the peninsula of India, 
ever attained tlie same vindictive spirit, and was attended 
with the same atrocious cruelty, as that dJspIaj'cd by 
Eoman Catliolics and Protestante in Cliristian lands. 

The Musgiihmin faith was aliutist entirely confined to 
Uiiidostan, the Deccan, and Guzeral; and at the perioil 
we now write of, the name even of Mahomed was jivo- 
smtxd lit the sacred city of Benares. The Mussuhmms 
were still os the oil floating on the waters ; and except 
fit tliL^ varioua irasaiilmau and the mercL^ 

Danes, the god of the Hindoos was still supreme in Indln. 
The mosques of Dellii and Agra attracted their tliousands 
of tnrbaned worshipix^rs; but milLous of devout pilgrims 
still worked their weaiy' way to the shrines of Jugircr- 
naut and Hurdwar, and the temples of Benart^ and 
Bithoor still overflowed with devotees from the furthest 
extremities of India. 

During dicse four himrlrcd years no pereeptible change 
liad taken place in the condition of tlie million. Under 
all despotisms, especially Asiatic, flie prosperity of Uie 
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maawa depends entirely on the sovereign : under a bene¬ 
ficent moiiareli, like h’eirjse KT., the ^ iloimihed; cities 
spniTig np as by the wmid of a magician ; commerce m- 
cresKetl; uqueilucts, bridges and roads enridied the liindr 
irrigation reemved tlie attention which none but tyxtuits 
or fools denj^; and everywhere the barren land became 
a ganJen, and the deserla waved with corn; but on the 
other hand five years of dominion, Sfuch ns that of Xo 
haiumed IR, and all that we have dcscriljed, disappeared 
to make way for misery and want Floimahing cities were 
in a few iveeks abandoned to owls and jackiib ; irrigation 
was neglected; the ground refused her increase; the 
tdiiity cropa remained unhuslianded, “the ploughman 
overtook the reaiier, and the treaders of ^pefl him tliat * 
sowed the seed;" and the 'ivretched inhabitants, flying to 
Uieir jungles, sought, in the company of beasts of prey, a 
reflige fixnii that fiercer animal, man. 

The TCTOhitionE that convulsed capitals imd snppLanted 
kings in no way affected the native culliviitor of the soil. 
Under all changes and chances he was still tlie hewer of 
wood and drawer of water, and continued tolling and 
moiling and fulfillin g God’s diird curse on man. Einm 
immemorial the land-tax w'oa the chief Bource of 
iievemic throoghoiit the peninsula of India. This was 
the only earthly institution in whose stability the ryot 
had perfect and complete confidence, and the extent to 
which it was levied was the gauge by whicli he tested 
the nature of his government: when the land-tax was 
lightened, or the means of irrigation put within his reach, 
he considered his rulers were humane, and whether 
Aflghan, Turk, or Mogul, deaerring his obedience ; when 
the lEind-tax waa increased, and the meana of irrigation 
were denied hini: when the original tale of bricks was 
maintained, but lie was deprived <if die mCiins of making ^ 
them,—when the great and bitter ciy went through die 
land, there is no straw given unto thy servants, fmd they 
say to us, mukc bricks,'' he bowed to fate, and trusted 
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IMtietitly in lus gods to pustrain the avarice of liis rulcrji. 
The contests and dlscoitLi of tile governing class itiJ not 
.'iJTect hiiiL He knew that no change of mlere would 
relieve hiin from the tax on his labt^ur t he knew he 
must pay for it, and he caii-d not to whom ; he viewed 
ivithout interest and ivithont hope the struggles of those 
who were contending for the fruits of his klioiLr; he 
heeded not the disgrace of nobles or pi'uiecs, mid the 
most fearful \'ice3 of the sovereign were to him of hw 
imiwj^ce than the condition of the tanka, or the onh- 
nary imegidaritieg of the seasons. 

Foreign domination had made no change in tlic com¬ 
mercial oiganisation of the couiitiy. The trade of India 
still flowed through the old caravan routes to all parts of 
Europe and Asia; tmd the Persians and hardy imtions north 
of the Indus still supplied the race of warrior merchants, 
wlio during weary march® of many thousands of miles, 
had to defend their merchanrlise fi-om the Hying Aralis of 
the desert, or the llcrce pilltigere of Central Asia. 

Tliej were the .same race of picturesque tradeiE wlio, 
unclmnged in dress, language, or custom from the flays of 
the patriai'chs, may stlLt l>e seen in eastern bazaars sitting 
cross-lagged behind the piles of merchandise from tlie 
far countf)', their noble heiuls and romantic attire strik¬ 
ing with wonder the trim-cut traveller of the West, who 
is reminded by tlieir bronzed and perhaps ecatref] brows 
and bristling belts, of the vast diffepcnce that exists bo- 
tweeu the adventurous life of an Eastern merchant, and 
the pcncefril routine of European trade. 

Four centurioa of foreign rule hnd in no degree modi¬ 
fied the dislike of the narivea of India to a maritime life. 
The Chin®c, the Arabs, Peraiaus, and Europeans who 
fref]nented the great harbours of Guzerat and Bengal, 
still mouoimlised the eanylug trade ; fleets nf small native 
craft, it is true, flitted along the coasts of A[altd>ar and the 
Concan, but tliey were content with the coasting trade, 
fishing or [liracy; and with the exception of tK^asional 
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BOOK voyag^ja to the Laccadives or Ceylon, scarcely vemtnied 
^ out of sight of land. 

Li considering the tnujaactiona of this period, riie con¬ 
stant triumplis of the Musaulnuins and the continued 
lethargy of t^ Hindoos, we must not for]^t whose ac¬ 
counts we arialy. There are no Hindoo historians; all 
our authorities ore Mu6,-3ulinan; were it otherwise, we 
might have a dMcrent picture of the condition of the 
■ people, and of the course of events j we might leam that 
it was not so much the superior energy and warlike qua¬ 
lifications of the Mussuhnans that established on empire, 
as the jealoiisies and dissensioDS of the Hind oo princes 
that lost one. As said the lion in the &bla, when ho 
saw a man represented kilhng a lion; ^ Humanit hoc 
pictum mann, vidercshomincmdejectunisi pingere leones 
Bcircnt.” 
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CHAP, xm 

TJIE EAHIpT TORTPKES OF KEnTa-UJ-PHT MOITAHUEP, SrRNAJ[£t TJtE nOEH. 

. li woB in die briniiint nge of the Homufisancje, Unit 
2cliyT-cMl-tiin Mobanuned, sumained the Tiger, Kb an of 
a small principality in Turkestan, ibundeil the great 
Mogtil Empire in Hindostan. 

What a noble spent of thivaJiy and adirenture, of art 
and religion, was abroad in those self-same days of the 
sixteenth ceutaiy ; and how they blnse out witii a spleti- 
doui' and renown, that cause all other ages before or 
since to appear dark and spiritless. During what other 
]>eriod of the world’s Listoiy shall we find crowded into 
the short space of a Irandred yew's, the chivalry, valour, 
learning, enterprise, the fi'eedoiii of speech, the earnest 
devotion, the perfection of the arte, that dL!Jtingm5];G<i 
that age of noble men ? 

The age that saw the chivalry of Scotland die glo¬ 
riously on the field of Plodden, and the gallant Knights 
of St. John strive hopeles.sly with coimtless legiona of 
Turks ^; tlvat with trembling pulse watched die cross 
pale before the crescent, and the city of Belgrade yield 
to the conquering sword of a victorious Sultan, sirw 
also the burning of die Pope’s bull before the awe^ 
struck fltudeute of Wittengen, the rise and progress of 
the mysterious Society of Jesus, the adventurous voyages 
of MageUan, and the daring conquests of Cortez, 
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aia THE PRINCEB OF FJfDLIL 

It was tilts aiime bri^bt ai^Mt of this «3eTo- 

tion to the great aitJ the good, that impelled the princely 
Francis to solicit knighthootl at the hands of liis subject 
Bayard, and prompted the miglity sovereigti of Germany 
Olid Spain to tpclt up the paint brush of the great oo- 
lourist of Venice 

Then 'were the world^s Olympic games, wlicn each 
kingdom of the eoilh sent out a champion into the lists 
to l)ear aloft the pennon of liis race: when Henry of 
Englantl, Francis of France, Choi'les of Germany and 
Spain, T^o the Myecenua of Popes, Bnrbarossa “ the Pacha 
of the Seas"^ .Soiyman the Magnificent, each in tuni 
contended for the sceptre of dominion, the ]>alm of 
knighthood, and the right to direct and foster the arts 
auJ prt^piesfl of the age. Theirs weretlve wars of giants*, 
when armies foi^ght with a pertinacity unnecessary in 
these days of scientific slaughters. 

Uniting in his person the Joint hneage of Genghis 
the great Kluin, and Timour the mighty Bog, and wm- 
bining in a remarkable degree the energy of those two 
conquerors, at whose nod the whole Eastern world had 
trembled, Zehyr-ed-din Mohammed was fitted both by 
nature and birth to bike his place in the foi-eraost rank 
of this gallant array of knights and sovereigns. 

At the age of thirteen, when man has scarcely put 
aside childish things, he succeeded liis father as Khan 
of Koukan, a small principality lying to the east of 
the great Mogul uupital, Sfimurcatul : and at once 
he found hunecLf compeLed to defend bis birthright 
against the antiesiiig ptopeiisitiea of bis neiglilxntrs and 
relatives. 

Ko Botmer had he established bis Buprenmcy in bis 
oiVTi dominions tbim his natural ilispadtion for conquest 
liisplayed itaclf. Twice before he had atmined the age of 
siMeeii he imoss^l the river Sir and tlie mountaius of 
Kanibas, and sebed and occupied Stimarcand; iu lioth 
instances be wa.s speedily foieed to return to quell the 
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dissensions of Iiis iioldea, mid to find his own kingdom 
mul capital in the liauds of his oneinies. Twice he risked 
Ins kingdom for foreign conquests, and twice he lost it 
in the attempt. 

“It is goo^" sap the Eastern sago, “to accustom the 
soul to grief and the stomach to bimger. Mohamnied, 
or as we shall henceforth cajl him, Baber, illustrated this 
principle to the very letter. * like Timour, sorrow and 
hardship were his portion in youth, and ndversily his 
teacher in middle age; but as the toad ugly and venomous 
bears yet a precious jewel in his head, bo did imtoward 
fate foster the precious quahlles that ultimately guided 
him to conquest. 

For years he was a wanderer and a fugitive in tiie 
inountaius of his own kingdom, and it was unequalled 
energy and detemrimition alone that saved him from 
eneinics more numerous, as he himself expresses it, than 
“the hairs in Ids horse's mane,” But a lilia of want 
and extremity amongst the mountains of Koukan waa 
not destined for Mohammed the Tiger; the highland 
campaigns of i>etty chiefs did not satisfy the ambi¬ 
tious cravings of the descendant of Genghis anti rimour. 
Although a beggar iind a fiigitive he was yet the son 
of Omar tlie lineal dcBcendaut of Timour. He was 
still by beicditaiy right acknowledged the chief of the 
wandering races and shepherd warriors of Central 
Asia, aniX himself a wanderer and hardier thim them 
nil, who was so fitting a leader to conduct them to 
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conquest ? 

The term Mogul is improperly used in nearly all 
histories and accounts of the East; in India, c@£jecially, 
all strangers, Persians, Tartars, all emigrants from the 
north and north-west, and indeed all Muasulmans with 
wliitish fiices, are called Moguls ; but, in Jhet, the difior- 
tmee betw'^een a Tartar and a Turk is as great as between 
a NeTO and a Moor, between a Q^inamau and a Hin- 
hJoo ; the eyes, mouth, nose and cars of the Tartars ai*e 
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retnarkable and hideous, wMlat the Tiirka are fumed even 
, by their livaLj, die Petsiiins, for tbeir beauty. No 
epithet moTC insulting tliiin Mogul can be applied to a 
Jfighatai Turk, and, except in Ihoir paatoral life, and a 
very remote resemblance in language, no similarity what¬ 
ever exists between them. 

Baljor was connected, with both Tuika and Tar¬ 
tars : Tid'ka from limoitr, and Tartars from Genghis. 
All hie affections, liowever, were with the Turks; an<l 
lie always mentions the Moguls or Tartars with hatred 
and contempt. Jaghatai Tnrki tvos lus native tongue, 
in which he mote and spoke; it was the dialect of 
the great nomade races of Tartary, who still retained 
their a^ersidti to the life of towns, and scorned the 
pursint of agriculture as effeminate and base. Jaghatai 
Turk! was spoken hy the inhnbiUints of Cashgar, the 
Crimea, Snitiarcund, Bokhara, and the gieatcr part of 
Turkey ; the principttil tribes of Pereia, the Turkomans 
of A.'^ia Minor, and of thtf Euxine; by the Uzbeks, the 
KiJghls, the Knkaks. and tiumerous other tribes of 
Taruuy; it was, in facC tlie language of the deserts and 
the plains, m contradistinction to Persian, the language 
of (Mtiea anil courts. Tlie most corrupt dialect of furJd 
Tnrltt*^ present gpoken by the Coiistantlnopolitan 

Baber had taken refuge in Uehkat, a mountain dis¬ 
trict, lulitthited by Tajiks si>eakiijg Persian, and keeping 
p HDd herds and brood mores, like w.andcrer8 

of the Desert; It was in this inliospitafale region that 
the comiuert of the sunny regions of the south fhst 
auggested themselves to liis mind. “1 lived ” sa^-s li,. 

“ m the ho,™ of one of the h«u] me, of ihe 'pk^^ 
He was an aged man, seventy or eighty years old ^ 
omthor ^ kiU dl™. »<,-h,a 

rektioM had ^mpanfcd the amy of Timour ft, 
*he„ he mvaded Uimloem,. The'«rem„aa„o« 
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mained fresh in her memoiy, and she ofltea told iia 
^ storius on tlint subject." Tliese stories he nerer forgot; 
^ and from that date the conquest of Hindostnn \s^ never 
absent from hia thoughts. 

The Moguls of Central A.<iia apptair at this period 
to have taken mercenary service in the aifmes of Asia, 
The position of their young hereditary chief, beset 
on aJ] ddes by fierce fues^ and turning upon each in 
succession like n baited tiger, was not vdthout attraction 
to their adventurous spirits; by degrees he was joined 
in his mountain retrept by a few score of his country- 
^ men, outlaws and fugitives like himself; and a.t.Lhe agu 
of twenty-one he crossed the river Gihon, with 300 
’ iU-ai’tned followers and iinpedinientn reduced to two 
tents, £ind bent hie steps westward, with the inU„ ion of 
invading the fertile province of Khomssan, die Region 
of the Sim. 

At this period of his fortiinea, liis followers probably 
bore considerable resemblance in equipment and dl^ 
dplinc to the tnotley tbllowiiig of the Uighhind chiefs 
of the BOme peiiod, who with targe and claymore 
rushed fiercely on the English bowmen at Hodden. Hk 
ninks increased rapidly in number and qunlity ns he 
advanced, and from all directions the Mogul mereenaries 
thronged to his standard, and hailed liim as the great 
Khan of their race. 

Wliat might have been the fate of Asia had Kiiorasson 
* and the shores of tLie Caspian and Persia been the 
field of conquest, it is needless to consider. At that time 
Caubul was in the cri^ of one of its diiouic tevolu- 
lulious ; ita capital was in the himds of an usurper, and 
ili^ided interests offered a fair prospect of easy conquest. 
With the instinct of a conqueror, ^ber saw his oppor- 
, t unity, and with the impetuosity of a Turk made himself 

muster of the occasion. 

llie mountains of Aflghanlatan wore crossed in safety, 
^ and the ibrtresses of Caubul and Ghhsui occupied without 
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a oonteaL Baber was now a professec! marauder, n free 
lance on tJie grandest seaJe. He presented the renioit- 
ablc spectacle of tlie hereditary sovereign of the most 
warlike people of the East, bereft of his own kingdom^ 
and wandering abroad in seareh of anv other he could 
piek- up. Iti-'iTas completely a matter of indifference to 
him, and to his adventurous followers, to what direc¬ 
tion they turned their amis—they had no right any¬ 
where; the sword was their only ckim, success their 
sole title; bnt the sword was Babers ^ kingly stomp,” 
and “ where it did mark it took.” 


The emp^ of Timour, shaken and dismembered, imd 
spht into divers kingdoms, claimed and misgovemed by 
iiunilx^rless usi^cm, offered many tempting bjiits, from 
the frontiers of China to the shores of the Mediten^ean. 
^ tile eagle soars xoimd and rumid In his strong career, 
In search of prey, so did Balxir, swooping from his eyrie 
amongst the mountii^ of Mghaidstan, wheel in ambitious 
flight over the regions north of tlie Indna. He liiraiicff 
describes his dilemma with diarming naivete, and tells 
m m iiis memoire, that at length; being unable to decide 
between the coaflictiug merits of the surrounding coun¬ 
tries, he summoned all Ids most trusty comrades, and 
coi^ndtcd them as to the nest kingdom they should in- 
Tode. As might be expected, this embarra^ de nvkesJies 

gave rise to numerous and conflicting opinions_nearly 

every one of the surrounding countries had its apodal 
advocate m lhis council of braves. The portienkr merits 
of each mdividuid province were cheerfully enumerated; 
and whilst some gave the preference to fertility of soil and 
saluhn^ of chmate, others urged as inducements for con- 
que-s^ the beauty of the dames, the excellence of the water 
or die c^^tence in perfection of some other quality that' 
p^^^l pecuhar claims of precedence in their eyes ^ 
^em™t doquent patriot could not probably have diwn 
re bnlhont pictures of the climate, the fertility, aud 
o er blesamga ot their native land, to stimulate d^ncc; 
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than did those free lances to induce invasion. But the 
mind of Baber never wavered i the golden legends of his 
liostcss in Dehkat had fully iiillamed hia imagination; and 
once established on the head waters of one of the chief 
branches of the Indus, he had little difficulty in inducing 
his foliow'cra to give the preference to Hindfjatan. It was 
not likely that a soul like that of Baber would rest 
satisfied till he had witnessed with his own eyes that 
teeming land whose priceless products )iad filled Ida 
earliest dreams, had beautified the jjalace of Genghis, 
adorned the jasper tomb of Timour, and filled with 
ittvished wealth the magnificent mins of his present 
capital, Ghiani. 

It was rather more than a hundred years oiler bis 
ancestor Timour, at the head of l00,00fl Moguls, had 
crossed the Indus for the pmpoae of subduing Hiudostan, 
that Baber, at the bead of scarcely ten thousand horse, 
commenced a series of campaigns that were intended to 
terminate in the same result; but scarcely had he ei’ossed 
the Bubicon, and planted his foot in the land of his 
deiires, tlian unforeseen 'drcuTnetancea scattered hia bril¬ 
liant visions of conquest, and made him again a wanderer 
and an outcafit. 

It seemed to be the fate of this monarch constantly to 
lose one kingdom whilst seeking another, and for the 
third time in his life Ins absence in search of foreign 
conquest lost h im Lis present possession. During an ex¬ 
pedition to the banks of the Indus, the Mogul garrison 
mutinied in CaiibuJ, and raised hie cousin, Hyzak ^an, to 
the throne, and tempted by the gratuities of the usurper, 
the army of Baber deserted, and he was left with a few 
hundred foUowerfi ■, again was the star of his fortune 
obscured, but it was only to flash out with greater bril¬ 
liancy when the ominous doud was past. 

The same circumstances that rednee ordinary men to 
the utmost extremity, will frequently afford to the great 
im opportunity of signalising themselves 5 such was the 
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cfifle with Btiber, Here wna danger that delight^l liia 
cluTalmua soul, an cjttremity before which the daring 
energy of his mind exalted itself. What pleasure ia to a 
woman’s cheek and passion to her eyes, that is tlanger to 
.some men; then it is you ace the nuaitling colour and 
the flashing *(^e that nought eLie can produce. Baber 
was such a mom 

llifl WM tie Mul 

Tliftt for iteelf could wpo the appruacIiTO^ 

And turn w1ifi,t Acinie deciuDd dun^OT to deliglit.'^ * 


Danger was as the breath of lii.s nostriia, the atmo¬ 
sphere on which he throve, and he loved it for its own 
sake, to the Ml os much as ever did Eicliard of the Lion 
Heart 

At once, without a moment’s hesitation, he returned at 
the h«id of a few hundred men to Gauljul, where he was 
met by ^ usuqiing rival with an army of 12,000 horse. 
Terrible in hii wrath he dashed rip to tbe very raulsa of 
hk revolted troops, reproached them for their pertidy, and 
upbraided their cowardice with bitter scorn. Never did 
pent-up lion glare more fiercely on the wretch tiint treinbiea 
under hk iiLsulting paw than did Baber, when, riding up 
and down the ranlw, he defied his treachcixius rival tfi 
mortal combat® He who steak the lion’s prey in his 
absenocL docs not always care to hold it on his return, and * 
Kyzak Kiinn, n*ith buseness enough to usurp an umptj'' 
throne, was wanting in the courage to retain it from im 
rightM lord ; and he refused tlie combat. 

But idAough tlieir cliief was a coward, the nobles of 
the Mogul race ivere not. Tcirdtle as w'as Balier in fik 
fury, and fetirM ns was the strungih of one who swam 
the Gangw m thirty-threo strokta^ and who with a man 
under each arm could spring fiomone pinnude to another 
of tlie pinnated ramparts seen in the East, five omrahs in 
^cc^nn advanced to meet him, and each in turn bit the " 
diLst ^fore the invincible arm of thk - demi-Atlas of tim 
world, this burgonet of 
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Here was a feat of romantic daring that will bear ciiap 
wmpanson with any of the most brilliant deeds that 
^ Ulumme the pspg of cMvaliy, and a knighl worthy 
the sword or the friendly grasp of Hayard, or Gaston 
de Fouc. Not the Cid Bi^ar, or the bmve Holand on 
the plains of floncesvalles, or the lion-hearted kiiiir 
himself mowTng down the Saracens like grass before 
Acre or AskaJon, ever performed a deed of’greater 
heroism and might than this of Baber in the plains of 

It was not possible that a race like the Moguls, priding 
themselves on tlieir valour and prowess, should long 
hesitate between the imequaHed braveiy of their heredS 
• ta^ chief and tlie co^vardice of his usurping rektive, 

'ilie army returned to its allegiance, and Baber was 
again sovereign of CaubuL The valour of Babur was 
equalled by his generoaty; his cousin, Ryzak Kli^in, al¬ 
though despised, was forgiven, and it was not till after 

a second attempt of the same kind that Baber consented 
to libs death. 

For several years after Him crisis in bia fate,Baber with 
ever-waichfol eye remained at Caubul, contenting himself 
^ih occasional attacks on the frontiers of ludia^, varied by 
inroads into the neighbouring oountries of Samarcand and 
Persia; and it was not till tite year 1524 , in tlie fortieth 
year of hia age, that he heard from his spies that the 
golden appl(» of Hindostan were ripe for picking, and 
that trusting to the notorious dissensions that had weak¬ 
ened the imperial power at Delhi, he for'the last time 
entered the Punjaub, and taking Lohorc, pi'essed onward 
to the sunny regions of the south. 

^ According to Abul Fauil, Baber was led by Dis*ine 
inspiration to turn his mind to the conquest of lUndostan 
but he himself would lead us to suppose that it was eu- 
riosily merely, and no Divine impulse, that induced him 
to visit that country. “ He had never,” he said, “ seen 
the warm countries, and the land of Hindostan’and we 
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BOOK may safely coDclude that the pectiliiir eKcelleiices he 
- *;*• - hii^lf eaumemtes—“ that it was a large country, and 
1524. possessed abundance of gold and silver,” added to the 

knowledge that the moment he should cross the Indus, ^ 
he would be joined by Alim Khan, the Emperor's 
brother, with 40,000 men to assist him in hia enterpriae 
— ^were suiBclent cause for action, without the mldittfi ttnl 
incitement of aupematural inspiration. 

Again, in the history of Hindostau, foreign invasion was 
prompted, and its success insured, by intestine brawls. 
Domestic treason is go univorsal in the Eastern courts, and 
the danger from the plots and jealousies of sons, brokets 
imd fiepbews, so unwnsiiig, that we can appreciate if not 
defend the political neccaaity that rccognisra the e^tormi- - 
rmtiou of all male relatives as the first duty of the in- 
ooming sovereign. From time immemorial a peaceful 
death has been denietl tlie Lord’s anoLDted ; ill ilU coim- 
tries and through all ages the ha])py demise of kings has 
been the exteption. Violence, treacherj^, the fiiry of the 
fanatic, the impatience of expectant-heirs, the revenge 
of disappointed ones, have hurried to their rrat the 
great ones of the earth; few even of those who have 
died in their beds have escaped the conviction that those 
around tlicm, who should be dearest to them, whose only 
thoughts should be to soothe their parting moments,'" 
were awaiting with impatience the sound of the passing 
beU to commence a fierce struggle for their m>vni. 
But it is in the East especially that this general prin¬ 
ciple haa become a universal law; it ia in the hollow 
crown of an Eastern ki ng that the antic death delights to ■' 
keep his court; it is there he site “scoffing at state, and 
grinning at his pomp, till with the little pin he bores 
through his castle walls, and farewell king.” 

Tlie law of right was at tins period unknown in Hin- 
dostan; the mah, whoever he might be, who had the * 
couit^e to seize, and the strength to keep, the capital 
or the throne, was the acknowledged sovereign of the 
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c^ountiy : public opimon even eucour^ed this general 
I spirit, of uiULrpatioTi. Ifo disgrace attended Mure; and 
I ^ wliilsl; glory and imperial honour were the rewa^ of 
p success, death alone was the penalty of defeat; and iu the 
fierce contests of hasteru politics, where every man carried 
his life in Ida hand, death was often the least of evils. 
Alim Khan, the brother of the Tnon^mh of Delhi, was 
no ejcception to the usual run of the happy families of 
Eastern monarch s, and as we have before noticed, he only 
awaited the opportunity offered hy Baber's presence to 
attempt his brother's overthrow. 

The haughty mantier and more than Eastern cruelty of 
Ibrahim Lodi had early finrned into Jlame the anjoulderiiig 
' rebcUitni of Ids fierce Ameers. Like Mohammed ILL 
ho trampled alike upon prince and jitiasimt, his rela¬ 
tive and Ilia slave; hia maxim of government was 
that ft king should have neither relative nor friend, 
needing only slaves. He was scarcely seated on hig 
throne when a revolt broke out, headed by his brother 
.lilal Ehan, who proclaimed himself King of Juan- 
pur and advocated the division of the empire. After 
J several campai^g, Ibrahim defeated liim, took him pri- 
I soner, and subjected him to a cruel death. The loss of 
|L^their chief, however, did not smother the aniiuosity of 
great nobles of the empire; they had recourse to Alim 
Kliau*, the second brotlier of Ihrahko, and advanced his 
f ; claim to die crown of D elh i. 

b Alim Khan, aware of Baber’s mtention to invade Hin- 
|i dofihm, and anxious to secure hig co-operation, at once 
. sought liis presence. It was formally agreed that in 
the event of suoceaa he was to be elevated to the 
tlmone of Delhi, and that Baber was to receive in consi¬ 
deration for his asaistancu tlie formal cession of Lahore, 

^ Btiher furnished him with troops, and at once sent fiim 
Iiack to eommencfi the eampaign, himself following more 
leisurely. Baber was by no means unwilEiug that the two 
brothers should waste their strength in contendmg for the 
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. stance; but the impetuosity of Alim Ehan was nearly the 
1&25. cause of his ruin. Kp sooner did be lind himself at the 
liead of Baber’s ansiliariea and liis mvn armies, than he at 
once marched on the capitiil, where he encountered hia 
brotljer Ibrahim and sulTered a disaatrous defeat 

Baber tvob at %alkotc when he heard of this inaus¬ 
picious commencement of his enterprise. His intention 
had been to advance leisurely to an easy conquest in the 
wake of a successful ally; but his [^lositlon waa now 
changed, and he found hiinijelf compelled to fight for life 
against a victorious enemy with forces far supaior to 
his own. 

Here again was nn emergency that roused the latont - 
tiger, that faimed into flmne the smouldering energies of 
his character ; iit once he sprang to his saddle, and, to use 
his own words, “ placing his foot in the stirrup of resolu¬ 
tion, and his hands on the reins of confidence in God,” ho 
crossed the Jumna at the head of 13,000 horsemen, and 
marched straight to the capital of Hindostan. 

After the defeat of Alim fflmn, Ibmhim lost no time in ' 
endeavouring to drive out the liandfid of Mogul m^^iders 
who had made so daring an inroad into his terrilorief), imJ 
who no w appeared completely ut Ids mercy. He mamhetl 
against Baber, and on the 21st day of Marcli, lb2h, the' 
two armies met on the plains that giuroumled the foilress 
of Paniput 

In all coimtricB that have been subject to hostile in¬ 
vasion, certain districts have almost invariably become the 
great battle-fielda on whiuh their destiny has been fife- ' 
qneiitly decided. The spread of pLuns, the flow and 
fordfi of rivers, and the ] Misses of mountains will, in time, 
indicate the natural high road &uni one country to 
another, and keep the tide of conquest ranch in the same 
direction. As the fate of Italy has so oilen been decided * 
on the plains of Lombardy, and as the lertile lands of 
Burgundy, and the lower lands of Oialons, have more ^ 
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tliaD once been the great lists of Europe’s chivali^’, so A ChaK 
from the earliest ages of Indian history, the extensive 
^ plains lying between the Sutlej ami the Jumna have been 15^ 
tliose on which the tide of invasion has dnaliiH first and 
strongest 

These plains, bounded by the desertB ol^ Ajmore and 
Miilwa on the one side, and the Jimma on the other, 
may he considered the great high road from the capital 
of Hindoston to the lands of their first Affghan and 
Tartar invaders. It was, iJion, on the pkitis between 
Kumaul and Panipnt, whieL hud already seen more 
than one desperate struggle for the golden prize of the 
East, that l^ber encouutci-ed the Afighan nionoreh of 
* Hhidostan, 

Tlie troops of Baber consisted entirely of cavalry^*’, and 
did not number more than 13,000; whilst the army of 
Ibrahim consisted of 100,000 infimtiy and cavalrv, imp- 
ported by an imposing array of 1000 cliain diephnnts; 
but the thousands of Ibrahim were composed chidly of 
Mnssainmns, whom a residence of many generations, 
in the sultry regions of Hindostan, had deprived of*the 
ivarlike qn^ities of their AlTglian and Ghiuiian ances¬ 
tors; and of Hindoos, who, by centuries of misrule, 
had lost that fear of shunie and love of glory without 
which numbers but add to tJie general weakness. The 
Khans of TLmour’s lumy who dreaded, in a continual 
residence in Hindostan, the rapid deterioration of their 
race, were correet in their anticipations: the enervating 
fountain of Sabnacos" flowed al^ in the knd of Ilin- 
dMiau; and the purdiing heats and relaxing rains of 
these sultry regions were as completely destructive to 
the mental and pli 3 ' 6 icai development of lliosc northern 
races, as they have since been to the Portuguese^ and 
■would be to the British, in the Uiird and fou^ gencta- 
tioiL The listless minds mtd languid frames of those 
comixiidng the Mussulman ormy^ of Ibrahim ofiered but 
little similnrity to the hardy warriors of Mahmoud and 
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A11 ft ; ontl the Moguls of Baber achieved as easy a 
conquest over them as their anoestora could have donot 
in years gone by, over the nindooe themselvosL 

In every content between the armies of India, and 
thdr hardier enemies from the north, the boldest and 
most daring tactics have always been the most successful; 
and the nation that designs to conquer or hold Indio, 
must rely on the superior energy and detem^inatiou 
of its troops, and the dash and daring of its com¬ 
manders, and on those alone for succcbsl The warriors 
who have founded an individual, or a national reputa¬ 
tion in ludian warfare, have done so apparently on the 
rashest prlneiples of military tactics. The Mahmouds, 
tlie Babora, the Oivea, the Wellesleys, the Napiers, of 
ludkn fame, have universally disdained to malse allow¬ 
ance for any disparity of numbers ; they have depended 
upon the individual courage and superior breed of their 
troops ; on the mutual reliance of discipline; and on die 
physical superiority of the northern over the eastern 
soldiers to carry tJiem triumphantly to success against 
any odds. 

India is the land where impos^ibilitioa in war have 
so often been successful, that they appear to liave be¬ 
come the rule rather than the excoptiou, of mditaTy 
action; and the mom cut the cautious head supersedes 
the daring heart, the tactics of delay those of immediate 
actiou, in fact, when a general seehs for his opportunity 
instead of making it, the incalculable advantage arising 
from the superior dash and daring of the uortheni over 
tliG eastern race is losL^* 

Baber was well acquainted with Eastern warfare; 
he knew that whatever may be the result of delay else¬ 
where, ill the East he who hesitates is always lost; and at 
once, in tJie face of apparent destruclion, ho made up his 
miud to attack the ovetwhelruing forces of Ibrahim ; aud 
placing himself at the head of hia steel-clad horsemen**, 
he wa^'ed aloft the pennon of his laoe^ and crashed like 
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ti thtnider-bolt light through the cmwderl rnaks of tlie 
king’s army; and then wheeling, fell with irresistible 
fury on their rear. » 

* These ckn:^ taotica wore crowned witli instant auc- 
ceas; the rout was complete ; no leta than 20,000 of 
Ibrahim's troopa were left deiul on the field ; and on the 
spot where the battle had evidently raged the iiercoat, 
surrounded by OUOU of the pick of die Aflghan nobles, 
who had fought nrouud their king, was found the body 
of the lust tiultun of the Lodi race that reigned in 
Hindostand^ 

The field of Panipnt was a sad one for the AQghana; 
it was felt throughout Ihdia, that tlje Afghan dynasty 
, hod sustained a shock it would never recover, and dmt 
the conquerors of three centuries had succumbed to a 
fresher and fiercer race. 

For many years the tomb of Ibraliiro was a place of 
pilgrimage; the field of battle was believed to be 
haunted; sounds of wailing were long heard by nighty 
and no good Mussulman would cross oiler dark without 
repeating the name of Go(L 

The some year that heard the ciy of mourning ring 
through the land of Scotland* for the flowers of the 
forest cut down and withered with tiie chivalrous 
‘ James on the field of Flodden, witnessed the not 
iuglorioQs death of the proud and wicked Ibrahim, 
together with the chief nobles of his land, on the fiiild 
of Pauiput. 

Baber immediately pushed on strong detachments to 
Agra and Itelhi to secure the treasure and the throne; 

I nnd again, after a lapse of 125 yearn, the dreaded 
Mogul stalked through the bazaar of the capital, aatl 
recalled, to tlie minds of the terrified inhabitants, the 
naiTatiouB of tlieir ancestors of the ibarfid days of blood- 

* "abed that marked the presence of the rcloitleja soldiery 

of Timour. 
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Whan we compare tliia mvssion of Bnlier, with any 
of a ^milar character of his preclecei^rs, we are struck 
with admiration at the cool doriug of the mind that 
designed, and of the hands that aclileved it, llabcr * 
congratnlates hiiriRelf on his TictoryT and, in truth, 
neitJier before nor since has it been eclipsed in the mils 
of Indian exploits. Only two Mussuhuati conquerors 
(Tiraour ovemm but did not conquer) bad preceded 
him,—^Alahmoud of Gliiztii and Mohammed of Ghnr,— 
but they were mighty sovereigns, monarchs of Khoras- 
san and supreme in Charism and Samai'coiid, whilst 
their enemies were petty rajas, and lliudoiitan itself 
was dismembered; whilst Baber, although threatened 
by the Uzbeks in Iiis rear, who could bring into the * 
field 100,000 soldiers, had, with only 12,000 horsemen, 
attacked Snltmi Ihraliim, who coidd bring into the 
field 500,000 men, and had actually 100,000 men and 
1000 elephants. 

On the third day he himself arrived at Delhi, Rurl 
having sealed up the treasures, hastened on to Agra. 

On arriving at that city he found that the forts stih held 
out, though Humaioon bis son, who had been sent 
forward, had blockaded it so completely that, even had 
the trea^res been broken open, nothing could have been 
carried off. 

Bickermajit, the Eaja of Gwalior, head of the most 
ancient huuily in. Siudostan, had, after a long resistance, 
been compelled to surrender his property to Ibrahim, 
and to take service in hia army; he had hdlen in the 
late battle, and his 'wives and children, and somo of his 
chief followers, took refuge in tlie fort of Agra. At the 
approach of Humaioon they tried to escape, but were 
intercepted and brouglu before him, Humaioon treated 
them with great courtesy, and preserved them from 
epoliation ■ in return for his generosity, diey made him ' 
a present of jewels and predous stones, amongst them was 
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the celebrated Konli-i-noor, the Moimtnm of Light, valued 
bj Tavernier at 880,000/., that now gruciea die diadem 
of the first Em press of India. Huiuaioon presented it to 
his thtlier who returned it to him. 

The treasure discovered in Delhi and Agra was iin- 
mense; but Baber of the Open Hand kept not a dinar 
for hijn^elf. The whole treasure was divided amongst 
hiu uumihs and their troops; and whilst they congra¬ 
tulated themselves on the acquisition of the gold tliat 
pisscth away, Baber was satisfied with having earned a 
reputation for generosity, eqind to that of tlie rehgioua 
orders of Koleudar, whose rule it was to keep nodiing 
for the morrow. 

To Hiimaioon he gave seventy lacs, besides a palace 
with all it contained; to hia ameers he presented eunis 
of ten, eight and seven lacs, whilst ho sent a present 
of tenpence or elevenpence to every citizen of CanbiiL^* 

But although Euber hud obtained the immefliate ob¬ 
ject of his expedition, his position was as hoznrddus or 
more so than that of any former or succeeding cotiqiicror 
of India. The capitnl certainly was occupied, but the 
countiy was not subdued The defeated AJlghoiia hated 
as much as they feared their Mogul conquerors; and, ou 
the death of Ibrahim, numbers of the petty chiefs and 
rajas in all directions began to fortify their stronghold^ 
and to harass to the utmost of their power the soldiers of 
Haber. 

Ifo wonder hia troops were dismayed, and their hearts 
quailed. Tliey were now two or three months distant 
ftom their homes, amongst a strange and hostile peojile, 
whose language they did not understund ; who believed 
they were ogres’®, and who credited the most impossible 
etories of their craelty and iuhumsii natures. Add to 
this, the coimtiy itself won impupuJar amongst them, and 
many of lus chiefs and omruhs, urged uu immediate 
return. 
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BOOK Neither enn T\'e he surprised at iL ^Tost of them were 
iL utitives of BaEklL, Bokharaimniui'cauti, ami. liabc/s 
1023. own coontry of Eoukan, and the aflection of ihe natives 
of those regions for their own lands was proverbial. 
Biilkh'® eapeclnlly, the mc^ther of nations, the metro- 
pilis of Lslam, the nursery of all thiiL was great and 
good in the history of the Eastern world, was the 
peculiar object of tlie iieverence and affection of all good 
Mussulmans. It was the paradise of tljc Juglnital Turks ; 
its language w^as the most elegant dialect of the I’ersian 
tongue, and its inhabitanta believed that when Gtxl 
sjx.'oks mildly and gently ttj the chembinis eurroufiding 
Ids tlirone it is in the dialect of Balkh he addresaea 
tliem. Here a thousand apricots the size of an n[i]de 
could be bought for a sldlhiig, whilst melons, the Mus¬ 
sulmans' delight, extolled by the Koran, as food, and 
drink, acid and alhidi, and w'ldeh with ■women are styled 
the only two dellciouB tliinga in nature^", were too mi- 
mcjotiB to be sold. 

V 

A m i d the pareUug heats of Delhi, they pined for the 
ice and baths, and the ruimhig streams of colder dimes ; 
they ndssGtl the mulberries and the figs, and the straw¬ 
berries of Canbul, the grapes and apricots of Balkli, the 
goodly hooves and the fine horses of Samnreand; and 
they began to despise the wretdied oxen and the pigmy 
steeds, tlie timid men and the dusky dames, the scentless 
roses and the tasteless melons of their recent conquests 
iit Hindostam 

The discontents grew general and alarming ; but TTin - 
dostnu was rich and frdtfiil. It had fallen almost ;’Fithout 
a struggle, and Baber was not the man to aacriflee so 
glorious a conquest to the home-sick piniugs of his 
nobles. Summoning all the ebiefe, he explained to them 
hri fixed determination of remaining in India, and urged 
those who were his Mends to do likewise; but at the 
same time he discluLme<l any desire whatever to retain 
in his nnuy a single man who had “ no stomach for tlie 
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” that wan iiupcutling; and gave all -ivho dcsiml 
it ample leave to depart ^ biil, as with the English MiiEiy 
, before Ilaiileur, few availed themselves of (Jie proflered. 
passports unti crowns for convoy.^ 

Eiii>er wfU5 a priueu to ensure aiTection when he 
could not command success ; and the ^me generous 
spirit rhftt prompted him, on a former occaaion, to spare 
iiU wretched coiiKin’s life, induced him now with noble 
inaguaniinity to reward past services nitlier than punish 
present disaiTectioii ; and the ouiy omrah of the whole 
arin}'" who quitt&il Lis chief in his extremity, ivas re- 
wariletl ivith the government of CaubuL 

EstabLsLed in the capital of Hindostan, EaWr iiiul 
nothing to liread from either Afighun or Hindoos singly; 
!mt his advent and conquest more or less dispossess^ 
them bnith, and common interest m their territory and 
revenues induced them to tmthe common cause against 
him. Singly, their opposition was of no importance, 
but united it became serious ; ail that was required, 
aiiparcntlv, to emture his destruction tvas a leader who 
should be able to unite tlie two great parties. Such a 
man was not long wanting. Eana Sanka, head of tlie 
ILijpoot principaliry of Cheetore, was tlie leader on 
^ whom the eyes of the inlmbitnnta of LOndostan,—lErj- 
does and Mussulmans alike, — were turned in their 
extremity. 

Boni of the most ancient lineage of Emdoshm, bred 
to battles iimd blootkiied, despising ahke Alfghuus nml 
Turks, anti glor^ug ia the chivalrous race wlm own«I 
him as chief, aud who looked forward to tiie time wlien 
he shovili] regain die empire of his ancestors, and lie 
seated on ilie tliroiie of Nushinvan tlie Just, Eana Smika 
waa a warrior after Baber's own heart, a fuemnn in 
- . every res|)ect worthy of his steel. EJa person bora 
^ unmistnkeable signs of liii vtJoiir and liis delight In Wfir, 
-He was uf middle stature, great muscular stceuglh, and 
16 exhibited mi unusual anionut of woimtls ; he hod lust an 
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eye anti an am, bad a leg broken with a cannon ball, 
and counted eighty W'ounds frtim lance and swortl in 
varions parts of lihs body: 80,000 horse, seven rajas 
of the highest rank, nine rajas of lesser rank, and 104 
chieftains with 500 war elephants followed the standard 
of the Ejijpttot prince. 

For more than forty years he had been excreting 
his warrior subjects with predatoiy incurfiioiis into the 
neighbouring kingdom, of Malwa or Giizerat, or in 
more formidable warlkre with the AlFghan sovereigns of 
TCndostan. He had defeated in battle Sultan Mahmoud 
the great king of iLiIwa, and had annessed some of 
his most valuable provinces; twice he had made war 
on Ibraliim, and twice he had defeated Liu in pitched 
battle. 

Constantly intent on, restoring Hajpoot supremaev in 
Biudostau, liana Sanka saw in the invasion of BuIxt 
nil Opportunity of destroying the Aflghan dynasty; 
that once accomplklmd, he had little fear of disposing 
of the handful of strangers who hoped to rise on their 
ruin. 

He opened conitnunications with Baber at Sealkote, 
prior to the calamitous defeat of Alidi Ehan, in which 
it was arranged timt whilst Haber attacked Ibrahim by 
marching on Delhi, the Rana was to attack him on the 
side of Agra; this Ihtter part of the compact, liowever, 
he entirely neglected to perform, for, whilst Baber ad¬ 
vanced and secuTed these two capitals, the Kana-made 
no sign whatever. 

The battle of Paniput, that fulfilled the first part of 
the pn^rramme by shattering the Afighan power, made it 
imperative on him at once to strike the blow that was 
to destroy the new race of invaders and establish himself 
in the ancient seits of Rajpoot supremacy. 

In the meantime nortii, south, east and west, the flame ' 
of disturbance and discontent eiireotl like wildfire aniont^t 
a host of diswmtentnd nobles and prinois. Even-where 
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tlio Iliinlooe hiilI Affghans united agamst the intet lopers, 
tiD Ihina Stinkii found liimseLf at the iKiiid of lUh,i^fJ0 of 
the picked warriore of ninduBtiiu. 

This iinpoifing iirruj" was at first successful, and the 
vanguiird of Jhiber's amiy defeated ivitli loss. But these 
inouients of temporary disiiater and warfiug confidence 
Tvere those best suited to the genius of iJaber. like 
Miiraiuji Masgena*^ he waa careless aud buedlesa in nil 
liifi prepaiatious for a cuiupalga; guiltlcfss of forethought, 
but iu the time of action imeq nailed in history for energy 
and startling deeds of daring, The tactics of Baber were 
rather tliuse of a successful piirtisiui. than of a great 
I'onqueror •, he would, at some particular ciiais or emer¬ 
gency, rouse himself to extraordinury action, and pro¬ 
bably for die lime eclipse tlie greatest eoii(|uerur that 
hiul ever lived; but tlie success attained, or the cii-sis 
averted, he would sink again into indolence nud indilier- 
eucc i his nature was tliat of the gdaul, conEdciit in tm 
strength, but unwilling to rouse liimself until compelled 
to do so. 

Tlie energy of the conqueror never resta : it is always 
on full stretch, striving onward and allowing no cir¬ 
cumstance to stay its progross. With him battles are 
merely the means towards the great cud of conquest. 
Bal)er liked fighting for fighting’s sake, and saw in a 
Ijdttle not so much tlie menus of gratifjdng hia ambi¬ 
tion as the actual object of hia delight. He would in¬ 
variably rouse himself with fury for the fight tliat was 
lumvoidiibleT and was alw'ays successful; but puce vic¬ 
torious, he relaxed in his endeavours; and, like Hannibal 
and many great generals, was alow to take advantage of 
success,*^ 

Finding his cliiefa discouraged he cnJlefl a council of 
war, but it was like tliat of Clive at Flossy, or of Nelsou 
before the battle of tlie Kile, not to elicit from them an 
excuse for avoiding the ooutost, but to express to all his 
imHiii nhimr detenuiiiutiou to conquer or dia 
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Tlie spleuditl cMvfiliy of such n man aa Baber could 
, not foil to men gu impiilaive and wni'llke as the 

lie* urged them as soldiers to prefer death to 
defeat, atid as true believers to prefer a crown of martyr- 
doin to a life of irifaiuy. Tlie inspiring fanaticism of the 
lloelem cm^d workotl its effect \ and when, watching 
his opportnijify, he seized the Eoran, and proposed tliat 
all in his amip, serf and noble, squire and knight, 
should swear on the Iloiy Book to die mther tJiaii 
desert tho field, not OJic tmui of the whole army hekl 
back. The success of an nmiy so aiiiinatecl could 
never be doubtful; tJie green etaudard of the Prophet 
Unfurled to the “ Alla il fiiia ” of such a host, was sure 
to wave in victqjj. Baber could rely w'itli the greatest 
mi^dence on bia Mogul aohiiery; but of lua Hindoo 
levies he still entertained considerable mistrust. r.ii-^ 
tliosc of our own day they were apt to waver in. tlieir 
allegiance the moment any power entered the field 

strong enongli to threaten the Cill of tlieir existuur 
mastensi. ° 

Althoi^h die forctliought of Baber, in suffering so 
formukbleauariuyto asserable without oppositiou, may 
1^ open to cntici.sm, liis dispositioria in the field were 
those of a practised soldier ; he was evervwhere animat¬ 
ing Ins troops aud iustmeting his generaL ; and where- 

tie war-cry 

of his chiefs wased faintest, tliere was die calpac or 
ofly turban of Baber gecn towering above the battle. 
But he was fighting against fearfiil odds, aud for raany 
hours his amy, completely outnumbeml, was compressed 
moo arcle, and lieninicd in on every side by the 
superior forces of his assailants. Kndbg at length how¬ 
ler, tlmt the enemy g^ed noLbing, whilst hia phalanx 
tu, firm na at the first, Baljer determined to diaiige 
his tae ,cs j a„,l, piecing himself at the head of the 
lan trij^ of T^oionr and AJluni, he rushed witli the Srr 
of baited bon ou the foe. - Then,” Baber himseff 
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ill his iiieiiioirs, “thiit woTuler of our agOj Mustiifft EiiiiiJ, cn^ip. 
dmrgetl with griiat daughter, mid inado the heads of the 
Hiiiclomi full £i\]m thuir bcKliea like stars from die sky; 
and victory, whose countetmuce bcdeoktid with waving 
tresses had been concealed beneath a veil, as tlie bride 
<if futurity, came to greet tho present; ” fhe IlL'ailiens 
w^ere scattered like teased wool and broken like bubbles 
of wine. 

The army of the H'uidoos and Affghaua, exhausted 
widi repeated onslaughts, and shaken hy as many repulses, 

W'113 soon completely broken. Eaber, glorying in his 
niiglit, charged tlirough iiud throiio;h the now [janic- 
etrickun rtuihs, and in the evening not a cohort renmuied 
of the rangnificent army diat in the moniiiig ihiTeatc-ued 
his very existence. 

In the golden age of Buperstltion that prevaileil be¬ 
tween the reigns of Louis and Chnrle.s IX, of France, 
when every prince or noble of iiny standing in Euto^mj 
kept in his pay a private astrologer, a Rnggieri orGallcatti, 
to whom was entrusted the special care of his owm parti¬ 
cular lioroacO|X! ; and divination by^ the stars, by mirrors, 
by nunil>ers, by gho-sts, and, in fact, by almost every^ 
natural and unnatui'al ageut that existed, ivas distorted to 
die purjxiae of the black art; when tho science of al- 
ehemy was ereditod by the leiimed, and the pliilosopheFs 
stone w’as an object of actual search amongst the scien¬ 
tific, we cannot be surprised at any amount of crediiiitj' 
thnt prevailed amongjit the nations of Asia; that great * 
superstition was rife in tlie days of Timour we know 
from the implicit reliauce that wa.s attached to the worth 
of thoae who predicted die suceess of his future career 
from the conjunction of tlie planets; and there is ati 
anecdote connected witli the lost of Baber's many battles, 
that Ulustnites at once die BUpcirstition of this Eiisteni 
warrior, imd his mugnaiiloious and forgiving nature. An 
evil-minded astrologer called ScherifT, w'ho, like the eon of 
Imlah, ddighttid in predicting evil against the king con- , 
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t'lQUulJy^ had nnised it ^iht nad wide llirougli tiis uniiv, * 

■ • ■ _ - that Mflt« was in the west, and that, coojjMjueutly, tlinfn; 
lo27. ccfuuug fn>ra that quarter wuiild be victorious; as iLia ^ 
had direct aliuEioii to the amiy luider Hojia Saiika, it 
iuipliiid the defeat of Baber. 

Whether-Caber was creduloiia enough to attach much 
Avciglit to the fact of any particidlir phmet being in its 
place in the heavens at any particular monieiiL, 
or whether like the great Koinan emperor^, ou a suniJar 
occasion, lie treated the whole subject with derision, does 
not much signify; but the manj'-headed are always ere- , 
dulous, and greedily swallow- aiiythiug that at all savours 
of the supematm-aL These sinister reports accordingly 
had the usual effect of confirming the cowards in their 
fear, and giving a plausible cjccuse to the disTOiiteuted 
to liftug back from the coutosL Baber, being annoyed 
with this evil prophet, had him arrested, but whether, 
like him of Samaria, he was noiiriaJied on ^ the bread of 
affliction, atid the w-ater of affliction,’* tifi the tenuinatioa ^ 
of the rantest, we are not told. As the King of Israel t » 
never did ratiun in peace, W'e are ignonmt of the fate of ' ' 
Micaiah; but when the Sultan Baber returned, flushed 
mill lus splendid yietoiy, he sent for the soothsayer, and { 
instead of quartemg him with wild horses, or putting out 
his eyes, or cutting out his false tongue, which would 
have been quite in accortlaiiee with the practice of tho 
age, he gave him a kc of rupees, with a mild exhortation 
to go and prophesy no more. 

Mohammed Baber tvas forty-four years of age, wheu bv 
the overthrow of the allied Affghan and irind.x> forced, bo '' 
Heated himself on the tluone of DefrJ, and finidlv esta¬ 
blished the Mogul dynaety iu Hhidostan. ^ '' 

After hia last great victory over the Rajpoot cliief, '' 
Sanka, bis life was one of unintemipted peace; Ids wans 
were now ended, his sword was tiirepH iro,. « 
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of lUordture. lie spent Iiis tiinc In TCfttoriiijr arjneducls, 
relieving taxation, piantiiig delicious gardens, tiiid. raiaing 
the exotics of his native land; in cultiratitig the sister 
arts of poetry and music, in both of Tvtiioh he was n 
proficient, and in recording in plain imvamiidjed language 
the liistorj'of liis own life, which, intenapersed'flpth genial 
anecdotes of his mother and sisters, his fellow-soldiers 
and his animals, constitutes one of the most charming 
and interesting autobiographies in any language* 

But “ nihil est ab omui parte beatum,'" and Baber with 
liis many excceduig great virtues, had one damning vice, 
common, indeed, to many great minds, and especially 
coimDon to his own race and lineage, but none the less 
fatal on that account. From (he earliest ages the Scy¬ 
thians and other nations of Central Asia had been re¬ 
nowned for their mighty powers of drinli, and before the 
si>bering injunctions of JIahomed had readied their 
coiiiiliy, Bacchus was their household god, and the pre- 
siding deity of their future paratlise, which, lite that of 
the eirly Germiuis, was one of immortal dnmltennese*®* 
Drinking has always been the vice of the Turk! race, and 
so universal ivas the evil, at the advent of Mahomed, 
that he found it necessary, gravely to enjoin his flisciples 
not to come to prayers till they were sober enough Ui 
know whflt they were saying. 

Many 'of the greatest conquerors and warriors of the 
ancieut world were renowned for their noble tliirat and 
powers of absorption. The drinking-boula of Cyrus, and 
Darius firat king of Persia^, arc aE famous in story; and 
whilst Alcihiades played practical jokes and insulted liis 
hosts when dnmk, and Alexander burnt cities and killed 
hb best friends when maddened ivitli wine^ neither die 
pliilippi<sj of Demosthenes nor the sharp irony of Cicem 
could limit the potations of Philip of Macedon or restrain 
the more than imperial excesses of Antony,®* 

But even die debasing eflects of intoxication could not 
chmige the splendid nature of the noble Buber; ai^d as be 
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ossoii the devotion of the atrt in thosO days of darkness 
Hill i4ii[ivrstitiorL 

Baber, os weU tw his chiefs, fully believed that ho was 


iiI>pn)STched his end, generosity, his dhtingnishing rjiuilily 
blazed out in n bright ilome, tliat hiirtory Ciin scarceiv 
parallcL He had only occupied the throne of Delhi four 
years, when the life of his favourite sou Hmnfthjon w ^ a-rificing himself for lii§ stm, and contracting a diseOBC 
despaired of, and be was brought to Agra, in a (lyiiigkhat must cause his dealh; and he has a right to the full 
state. means w'as talcon to drive away the disease ^jghi'ry of an actual selt-sucrilice.*** ^ 

but in vain. As the Persian philosopher shruMtUy ob-j Tenderness and dm^otion, the especial virtues of 
serves: ‘■If godo, destiny, ami tlie blunders of the medicalkoman, constitute the biightest jewels in the female 
class did not sometitnes agr^, we ahimld never dio.’'pown; unlike eartiily gems their mJuc di>e 3 not cansL^t 
The physicians proiiotmced tlioir skill at fault; the gardei ! n their rarity, and if temples of piety, ns in the case of 
of their art supplied no herb tluiE could chann death’. Jiat noble daughter of Home who nourished hermothcr 
fatal power; and the wise men ogretadthat there reniiihiednt the ri-sk of her life, were raised at every .fresh instance 
but one chance by which the Sultan coidd preserve i. J the display of these quatitiGs in woman, doubtless, the 
eons Kfc,—and tliat was a propitiatoiy ollering to tl^i-’^rld would soon be covered with structures to wim- 
Almiphiy of what he loved most on earth. Tlic nobi,. | ^mmorate the devotion of thousands who have died for 
nature t>f Babur at once peixjeived an opportunity of in their children, or their luislfiinds, or have shared witli 
dulging iia gcDeropitj*. His son’s lift* was what he Iov(v' either the fate it was not in their power to averL** But 

most on earth, and next to that he valued lijs owu _ -he^amongst men self-sacrifice is not so common a complaint, 

wmdd give one for the other; he would devote his life ti flttid their histoiy funiisihes mmiy more iustauceg of re- 
licavqn as « propitiatory oRering for his son: he tiu'ned:liiarkable attachment to self, than of sublime devotion 
a deaf ear lo those counsellors who insisted that it wu i ,o others. 

only the most choiiBhed of our earthly goods the god< ' The hwtories of Constantine die Great, of Peter of 
retiuired; and roftused to listen to tlio^ who tried ' i \iBsia, and Philip of Spain™, furnish us witli sullidetit 
persuade him to devote the Mountain of Liglit-' to tin 
purple; his generous soul aJIowL'd of no Soaps froij 
the act of devotion he meditated. Life was what tlu- 


jistauces of paternal cruelty, but we must search cloaely 

jL''fon? wti find many of patcnirtl dovotloiL 

___ _ TLl^ history of tlse wotrlJ dots far as I sim 

angel of ileatb requiml^ and life he should have*—ihfi aware, fiimidi another inslatice of a renowned warrior, m 


of the Citlier for that of the eoti. Walking three 
limef; round the hotly of the HuTuahjeii^ ?md 

perforruing reilaiu Maliouu?dnii rites and incimtation?^ 
lie k 8?uppt^eil to Imre borne away die evil .spirit that 
vexuig liiH sou, and fram Lliat btjur Humaloon begsin 
to ilourish arid liie health of Ribor to deuay. 

e I >f et>arse know that iui[<,?sa the disease of Huiaaio 
wiis infectiouis, Baber could not Imve cuntmeted it, anil 
even tlien Im suITtiriiig could not have relieved his son 
bui tliiit knowledge in our own age^ due=j riot iu any ^ 


tJie prime n£ llfOy and the pride of successfiii dominion, 
devoting Mmsclf to certiun death for the sake of n sickly 
son, not Eiinidst the fmy mid shuek of baltlCt or tins 
excitement of moilal strife^ but calmly and dclibemtely, 
iu the depresging influences of tlie sick room, and in the 
'CO of the horrors and agomeri of imtuown disease. 

<For a parsdlcl to this supreme act of devotion, we 
luust go back to the days of fable and the mythologiwd 
*'iles of die Argonauts i when Alceste, being informed 
1* the physiciaira that lier hnsbaud would not recover 
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BOOK until human life Imtl been sacrificeJ, at once devoted 
,—Lersell to Jiiath, Briber survived the recoveiy of lilg sou n 

i»s!7, but u very few weeks. With the last wt-;r^ls of tlie 

^bomediiti formula, “Tliere h uo god but God,” ou ^ 
lips, and a t«tr drop, the'ouly symptom of approaching 
death, injjia eye, the soul of the great ZehjT-ed^din, 
Moliainmefl the Tiger siimamed the Victorious, passed 
into the hands of hia Creator. 

In tastes and habits Btiber was essentially a raoun- 
taineer, and though the excitement of conquest anil 
wheels of empire kept him in Hindostan, his heart was 
with the glorious njouutams and rushing atreamfl of hia ^ 
early conquests. 

From the loftj^ minarets and gorgeous halls of tlie 
Charbagh Pakce near Agra, his tlioughta wandcrod back 
to the orchards and gardens of hia loved CaubuL Dur¬ 
ing his last sickness he remembered irith yearning 
affection the scenes of his youth, and v,dsiJied finally to 
rest amongst them. By his lijung request his remains 
were tiken to Caubul; and to this day a hanible 
mosque, surrounded by kige beds of fiowere, on the ^ 
summit of the Baber Ttoghshali, a picturesque hiTi outside 
the city, commamling a noble p^o^Ipect of mountains and 
plains, attests the respect that was paid to the last will 
of Baber. ' 

We may search history in vain for a parallel to this ' 
great monarch. Eastern stoiy' capedaOy affords but few 
of his metaL Learned in all the learning of the East, he • 
combined the fiindhil theology of Mahomed and the 
abstruse studies of the Moorish doctora, with a thorough 
knowledge of the Parsee literature, and floweiy poetry of 
his native land of Turkestan. He wrote a ! earned trea¬ 
tise on prosody, and Ids oollectioii of Tarki poems entitle 
Idm to a high rank amongst the Hcholam and poets of his 
own country. 

Merciful for a Mogul, tolerant for a Mussulman, affec¬ 
tionate as a SOD, devoted as u father, successM os u ruler, rg 
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and imequiilled as a partisan ; generous us Hokim, diival- chap. 
rous as Jjaj'ard or Boland, courting danger witli the iierce xvil 
delight of Bichowl of England, and ehaiing hi 9 love of -1527, 
Uattlee without his stain of cruelty ; genial and hearty to 
hia friends, and foigiviog to bis foes; one who could weep 
for the playmate of Ids youth, and foigive tl^G treason of 
hia later yeam; a botanist, a historian, luid a genial 
student of natural history; who could recount with equal 
aimpheity and pleasure the growth of a new jilant® an 
anecdote ot a Jiivourite animal, or the success of his 
^eatest victoiy, we find united in him the noblest qiiaJi^ 

I ties of East and West, the refinement of civilisation with 
the pcrfecliou of native chivalrv ; and to him inii^ht be 
^ , aphed the panegyric of the great French philosopher on 
the aumible Sybarite of Eoine, “ that the only ihin^ 
tliat could be laid to his chaigc was that he did not 
know how to be vicious.”*® 

The life of the Sultan Baber, wntten liy himself, and 
translated by Erskiiie, is one of tlie most dianning’ and 
itistructive volumes of Eastern literature. Tlie ^dent 
trutli and earnestnesa of his narration, the magnitude 
of his d{^ equalled only by the simpHcity iritli which 
he describes them, are unrivalled in any autobiography 

- As he fought eo he wrote, going straight to the point ■ 
and to few does the praise awarded to Qesar, “ Eodem 
aniuio scripsit quo bellavit," apply with greater force 
, than to Baber, the great tbmider of the Mogul dynasty, 
nis gossip^ narrations of his lumbago^ his driiikui.^- 
bout), his fiienda famous for leap-frog, his firat raior, 
his ahync® in carving a roost goose, and the oonseciuent 
loss of his dinner, furnish very quaint and amusinc» 
pictures of the domestic life of the Moguls during that 
period. 

His criticisms on hia friends are redolent of strong 
seuac end harmless satire. Of one lady who was a great 
, talker, he said, ** There can be no doubt that iv ireat 

■w Dr 
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BOOK talker must often talk I’eiy foolishly;” of another, lie 
^ ■ iBinarka, ‘Mils poetry is flat and iusipid;” and then 

1527- naively adds, ‘*atid it is surely better not to write at 

aU tlian to write in that style,” And a letter written * 
to hia son Hnmaioon whett just entering manhood, ap- 
peata more suited to Lord Chcslerficld than to the great 
warrior of iiie Moguls. “ In compliance with my wiaheaj 
you have indeed written two letters, but you certainly 
never read them over; for had you attempted to read 
them, you must have foimd it absolutely impossible, and 
Ti'ould then have undoubtedly put them by. 1 contrived, 
however, to decipher and comprehend the meaning of >, 
your last letter, but with much difficulty. It is exces* 
sivcly embbed and confused. Whoever saw a Moanima _ 
or ehiit-Hde hi prose ? Tour spelling is not bad, but yet 
not quite CiorrecL Tour letter may indeed be rend, but in 
consequence of the tar-fetched words yon have emploiyed, 
the meaning Is by no means intelligible. You certainly 
do not eictil in letter-writing, chieily because you have 
too great a desire to show your acquirements. For the 
future you should write unaifcctedly, with dearness, using 
plain language, which would coat less trouble both to ^ 
the writer and the reader.” 

Of the state of society, or of the iatellectind enlight¬ 
enment of the Moguls and the other races of India at this 
period, we know little but what we gather ftotn Baberia 
biography; but as it is the property, of intellect to attract 
kindred spirits, and as the love of letters scatters its 
influence far and wide, it is probable that the Sultan ' 
was not the only accomplished man of his court. The 
fashions, whether good or evil, set by tbe monarch, are 
quite certain to be followed at no distant period by 
lliose who live on Ids smiles; and when it became 
evident that the study of the arts, and the pursuit of 
literature, were the sorest road to the good graces of 
Baber, we may rest assured Lis courtieis used their 
best efforts to attain proficiency in both. It was the 
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strong inloUect and polisted mind of Bab<ir that fonnod 
the nucleuB of that brilliant society of geniii.^ and learning 
y that mumined tlie court of HindosUm, under the reign 
Sr of his gnindsou Akbar. 

The gradual progrcsB of the Europeana in the land 
they were finally destined to rule, is n aubj^jf^t of groat 
interest ; the Portuguese obtainetl the firat considerable 
I grant of land in that country in the year 1620. About 
forty years after the firat expedition of the gallant Va;9CO 
de Gama reached the coast of Malabar, they gained 
poaseaaion, by treaty, of Bom Bahia, or the gtxxl harbour, 
the present Island of Bombay, and finnly eatnblislied 
themselves both at Goa and in Bengal; but it was not 
. only the increasing posecssions of tJie “idolaters of the 
West, ^ that mark this period ot Indian history ^ there 
arose also about this time a small cloud in the north, 
tJmt, insignificant at first and unnoticed by Baber, gra¬ 
dually attained sufScient magnitude to endauger the 
empire of his successors, and later still, to re-establish the 
totteriiig^ euipin? of Lhoir conqueron?*^^ 

Nannuk, a young Hindoo of good caste, who had been 
eduealed bj-- a Mussulman of great learning, and initiated 
in idl the observances of the Moslem faith, was seked witJi 
the himlAble desiie of uniting the rival creeds of Brahmn 
*nnd MahometL Considerable success attended Lis ellbrts ; 
atid under die name of Sikhs, there arose a sect who 
wore the peculiar garb, and lived the life of fuqueers, 

I and whose lives were marked, by great devotion and 
toleration. Contrary to the nnvaiying practice of the 
Hindoos, all converts were fi'ethly arUnilted; but tliose 
of the Mussnlinan faith were the least esteemed, 

Eeligious enthusiasm will always attract follow ers; and 
L whether hi the case of Nannuk, or of the Anabaptists in 
Khe sixteenth, or of Joe Smitli in the nineteenth century, 
^e see that novelty in rc^ligion, as in all otlier mutters, 
loflera au irreaistihle claim to the multitude; and too 
I often we are forced to acknowledge that the success of 
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the proacter who exEilts the blesan^ of a future state, 
will be in proportion to tlie latitude he allows in the 
enjojtoeuts of the present. 

The new faith of Nimnuk soon became the refuge for ^ 
those whom the pride or persecution of more aneient 
creeds h^yi banhshed firon> their cominunitiea. Their 
power increased with their nimibera, and they soon 
found it quite as easy to sei^e aa to beg, and having 
given their neighbour every opportunity of exercising 
their chaiitj^j by exacting all they hud to give, diey did 
their best to compel them to exemplify their other 
quality of longsuffering, by seizing everything they > 
desired; they banded themaelvea together, and having 
obtained n tract of territory near Lahore, they gradually -r 
extended their tenets till they became one of the mo^ 
powerful states of the Norlh-west* 


NOTES TO CmiFTER XVIT, 

1 Soljmiia Ttliod-RR ■wilh 140^000 men Rnd 400 sliips. 

* Fmacifl L w?* femiglited bj Bayiwd ftHnw tliH iMitllu of MLjfigiiJtQ&. On tbe 

cKmffioti nf vMt Ut Titinu^ then nn oH miPi, lif; picked np the 

palnl bm!<li Umt liiid fiillcii from gTRiil himdi. 

^ Bfcrhtjro&aa w&s appointjed by Salymau the ^lognificent ‘^‘^Poclu of th^ 

* The Spanish and Ftmch tJpfK>pj fanj^ht two whole days on the bcjika of 

th ? ScFia, wberv BayiLid fell. The of Mart^iiiitio Lualed th^ ailiiio tioiii, 

and TnTnlEiO:^ tho Fmnch conunander, who bad sF^en oighte^ hattJee, gx- 
cUiiaed., All other batCE’s ccmipircd. with this were hut cMld^un's sporta. 
This is the war of ginnts ! 

* Sec EifMne'a Baber. 

^ Tha Juflmpdan of thiH acane heore a etriMn^ leHmhiWeo to that of 
Richiud at TemplufitiiwaK ** Yoor tnAidetta arbs Wt ami-biLmod, if ihay aro 
not worth th^ idiivor of n hrohen lance,” was the tannt of the tJon^heiuiDd 

hid^. 

^ Tie boaata of haring swam every rirar he orur eroMtNl Bdt whete ? 

* He mode fire inToads Into India in seven jears^ -* 

* HietjoHim^ lUflTiyr conoidcrahLy os to who tMs Alipi Khiutn or 

really wae j he is vmotiEly represented os the uudep brother, and ttni of 
Btdtfln Thrahim, 
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hgyo liepc HmdiicteiJ witli imiMiiae bodiMnf 
w’lsiiT, It Jim inably Ijobd tin mil of invmnou, Irat Lb* fnccumbed to 
of foot ^Idki,. It the AlU™ pSxHt 
S” ^gwM of Pcnn^ tie Eonian i^gioM that Jn^Bared tie 

rll.^ h , f ^ever had much r^j^TV. and 

him nt tile battle of Pltanahi. The 
^ ^ IiaTe had no caTmJrr at alL It ie raijoiiB to 

li^i b«4 Mid Mnwder tie vanona modes of irar^ dint h*a esirted in 

Slh ^ to cinfridna, in W 

The JtFwe, wa knott-, mcd doniiijn almnat entimlT Tim 
«tj«. P4U5li mde on an is-^ndjai.^. 
bi^^l.™^ Wlliid Ammon, ila 

in it iralicamawiiji, that rendered all who bathed 

* 1 •vitd a W <5-poimdere, defeated 

md “kI 30,000 toot. At Amuto 4000 Rriliisli nttaciod 

^JihHittn cai-jdiy ami 20,000 rcjrnJar infantry, 

Ihu x>l<tt^fti[a WOIB cumplata amujur, 

.M. U,. b.„,. ,„ 

« Gonemat^v™ meeh admired |^ dJ MiiMulmm-B. nml the ae^ensl 
Mtn^ eiejr ottered hj^ the Peiainn poet, Ebn^al-nobmgah, ogniMt Ida 

cenntomnn wae that "their men had not the heart ^TBife or tieto 
wumon te deny/ ° ^ 

* -tl ™ "* fr™> the OiiriuTH a 

tn^ wJm ^po.^ tie Tan of tii^, MojjtU army, and to whom cK^I«ili;m 
and uUitfT Btroftties ipem ^tnemllT Attralmted. 

" £ 5!^ lanffii^ .Ba^'ia the cummnm appellatiHiii for Jeamed mem 
diatmgtiiahed during lie reigna of the immediate 
- tcmamn ^lii^ghia Kluin, that it wan denominnfed Keblah-id-Ialaut, tie 
meimpolifl of Islitiiiiflin,, ^ 

" Eastern proTwie saj' there ant only two beautifiU tiinm in Bahm, 
wonnm nnd iMea, and only two delirioiet nnes, “ women and mritniB.''' 
11m jseTm wiw men crmiulusd by Petlandei, tyrant of Corinth, at ottco 
agreed tMt they saw hut two b«utifnj thinga in the world, “iMea ud 
Tvnmaii, nod aulj twj wnmen jind ’wiae.'^ 

Z ri^mflch for this fight, M Mm depart; Ma 

jHirt madu, Bnii cm™ fot ctinToj tnut iiita hLa tkurw: I muld 

Mt dm m tluit mim\ fcUmrahipp who fwkra hh felWaUp to die with ui» 
Hciiry \ to hifl ih^ldjora berctv ilfljfltiiira 

TIiETfl wjtfl prejfct lUfTertmc^ betwAun Soult iisd SonJt 

WM fliMt £^-a«mg and ekhcrate in idl hu prepamtieni for battle, but 
mther fiuJed at tho moinent of Mtien; Mngsenn waa wcalr mid indolunt L, 

Imi prejMxatioiu, but when the jime name hie Timar and enenrT eenernlto 

iDPlUtid OTICC^. ^ b'-METiihuy 

" "Non omid* nimimm oidem Pii dudenmt,” na ilaheThd BartowfiillT 
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cdckiniQil U} Aum^al sfter ihc hutEle irf Cahehb, wL™ Ld rt-fuitd to 
ndTMre ffo Ruiniv thRt momi.nt Mi gnwp,—*^* Tuicm: bcis Annjbnl, 

' Tictom Uli neidu/’ — Zi'rj, 

« jVn BBtroUjgKsr WBiit»| to the Empercr fram gthtf 

to wnj on. ncccoiit of the ludden appeamica of & comefc The empermr peid ^ 
IK* attentioii whatever to the wumtugr j but wLku at lunj^ they hoiml Mm " 
with thuh himentotiiniB^ he Bud,« for my jiart, mv iHendii, I think it must 
lulute to the of Puthia; for^, see k hue kmir red hur ioat liJro Ms, 
whilat I tm M&d.'' ^ *' ^ 

A Btoty is told of Bn old Tutk who left his wife iii pled^ to a wine 
memdiiuit, haTing expended fdl he had in liquon—Mosimiiiiu, a Ituimm 
empcrnr, could Jiink in a day eeveti gallnus of wine, oud eat thirty or forty 
poimda^ moBt.—CnmhlBH, King' of Lydia, wbs an uoLtnnmoii hard diiiikur. 
He ate his wife when iLnmk, iind did not know it till ho found her Land in 
hia moath on awaking 1 Ho ought to have been trinaEutod to the Kji 
iBumda. ' 

flnt King of Peisia, wrote hia own epitaph; in it aic theeo 

miAs: *ei oW ripar xnXiv cut minr ffpitv niX^*'_1 cOidd 

dnnk mueh and cany it wpH. 

*• WTii'o the eourtiere of iTailip boasted before Demnatheitea of the ' 
qii^hty tiitir maotor coiihl cany, In* aoid it wua lheq*iality of aapongo 
re^er than rf a BOTcreigo, Alaiandura hcKulean goblet cJ two chore 
held eeten pinto ; he fcwjncntly dnmk it off by way of bmvado. There 
wi» nn tobacco in thn» days, nod pn>hahly no cofTae, Tho hookah and 
the eoffea did not th^faro aupply tha aame aolace to Biatom domeatio 
mm. IlnTiDg uutbing to da^ Babiir dniik. 

" 4®^ diamo^ weighed eight imatala j ita Mstorv waa Bery meiaDt 

A Ifl fqur dnuikin^, ' 

r ^ Conqueror, wu dying fioma wound, bv a 

poUomHl BlMW, the doctom a«d coqld only be cored by «mo onn BOckiuB 
the wou^ llofert awe™ he would Borer he cruel and unjus t enough to let 
another die Mr him; hia wife, however, Beiaail the moment whenTo doBed 
wid diyd m bid plucfi. 

of histffly, to compme the haughty conttnipt 

^bitod by LanatantiBO, who canted hia «n Crisp,' 
^^out deignmg to giro My reaaon wl.atover for it, with the conduct of 
Pol«, who Buhnuttod to the judgment of Ruasto, of Eure™, and of ™- 
t™tT, the toaaou that rou.pcll«l him to idU his only a^Jud 
d^t «r^ of Philip, who, uerer for one momekt olioSg he 

M \Vhi-n Anaiagow* waa ashed if ho wonU huTe hts bode toir»n * i * 
birth-pbwM at Clatomene, bo sald^" What uiguifiiis itP 
toferud regions ie » abort Mm, one place oa ^ unother." ® - 

I b& [ 3 |il£h-Ap{lb 3 WIQ* illtl\>jup«d b? IWkawi ria T> w 

rruliilab.un, pr Uonlen of might, at Ag™, p^d„^ ^ man7^“ooS; 
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^ m Ma JOT, with raMsJeasBm^ Boadja-wood tnea, and nil Uw 

l\ iiTirts of ChuquL 

V ** Hiii tmiKk of ti* Abirf Bt Real an LucnUna. 

^ EnikiBO^* Babqf; 

^ “ 'pe flwt Eimipann wnqa^sw were Rippowd to Tw idolatere. from 

fchair Ihiquent prostrattunQ Wcm ilirmoa and ItoagM, 

» pu SjkJiB Btinondj monaojd tho empire of Atimc^lH. and moat 
matarially aasutod m lepifesabg the rebeUkn in 1S58-0. % 
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IslSSEKSlOSS niAT AHJSt AT THE DEATH OP lUBES_ the HEVEIHJES 

OP ms ms HTOAtoos. — THE mtrm of hohauhed akhabl. ^ tiie 
DEATH Qp mJMAIOON m ACCIDESrr aFTEH a BfOMl^TAL UZION OE TWZHTt- 
Ifr?? TEAMS, ^ 


BOOK 

n. 

1530. 


f 


The battle of £unwa bad brokoa t^e laat hopes of AflT- 
glians and Eajpoots alike ; under any eircimiatanoes their 
' allmnce could only have beeu temporary, and no sooner 
was It felt that the die v^as really cast, that Ifcl>er had 
the strength and wiU to remain in Hindostan, and that the 
rule of a new and more vigorous race was fiiirly mmrni- 
xa^, than from all eidea the rebel chiefs sent in their 
adherence to the new order of thiugs. Tl,e generous 
policy, mani^' deportment, and conspicuous valour of the 
new conqueror, Inspired Iiis Mends with confidence amT 
struck terror into his foc^ Within twelye months of his 
advance mto Hindostan and eight ato the defeat of 
Ibrahim, 1^ sway extended from Attock to llahar and 
from Kalpi and Gwi^or to the mountains of Minaln. 
Had his overiiiJing mfiuence been prolonged for a lonner 
penod, there is little doubt that the MoguJ^mafstv would 

Wl^" estoblLsherl; but iT^Ieigii only 

W1 five years in Hmdoshm, too short a perioTto 

»n HW of li! mud. loved 

Humaiooni and no sooner waa lie deid * 

^^tnipne MWbjrhLiowoindiviluiilvigourbo^ 
to UUter fur uruut of tbe erne quality in bi., 4u. TO ^ 
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Ills last broatU ha enjoined peace and good-will amongst 
bia cLlldren; and HttniitiooQ, with benevolence rare in an 
eastern prince, sought by all means in his power to obey 
tliesG last injunctions. He behaved with the greatest 
generoaily towards his brothers, but unfortunately ivithout 
securing their hearty support. Ho assigned to Ejiiiimn 
the kingdom of Caubul and CundoJiar, and aftenvards 
added the Panjaub ' and the countries on the Indus; 
whilst to Askeri he allotted Mewab; and to Hindu!, 
SambaL But this magnificent geuerosily tailed to secure 
their hearty support, and from the conuneucement of his 
reign the usual domestic feuds, cruel as the graven were 
his lot 

The wars of Baber had been ehiefiy with the Afghan 
lUCc, who since the conquest of Mohammed of Ghor, 
Imd more or less supplied BOvereigus to the throue of 
Hindostan, and it was from this haughty race ihfii. the 
liist murmurings of the impending storm were heard. 

Shore Ehau, an Afghan chief of great talent, valour 
and influence, was the fomenter and leader of this dis¬ 
content. He Tvaa without doubt tire foremost mnn in 
India after the death of Buber: he was a worriur of 
great ambition, and possessed in an esdraordiuaiy degree 
tliat first requirement in an eastern conqueror, irniiienae 
physical strength: he had in hia youth killed a tiger 
with one blow of his scimitar, and through a life of 
battles remained imootiqnered. He Imd held a jagheer 
under Baber, who frc-quently remarked, him as a 
man of energy and likely to b^omc great, and between 
these two Mndred spirits a friendly admiration ap¬ 
pears to have existed. Whilst in attendance at Baber’s 
court, Shere had many opportunities of remmidng the 
power and wisdom of the new comer : he did not appear 
to have been much a truck with either, and he fr'equently 
observed that, “if jje could only tuiite the Patau forces, 
he would soon drive them out" From hia youth he -was 
impressed with, and stimulated by, a conviction that he - 
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should GTeutuaHy attain suproine |}ower in HindostarL 
Tins aim wa^ never absent from his miud; and liia favourite 
sayhig that, two swortla could never rest in one scab- 
l^di showed his cletenmnation to stand no rival in Ein- 
dostam Immediately on the death of Baber, Shere threw 
off the mask of dependence, and estabMied lumself in 
Ealitn-; and shortly after manyiiig a rich ivi'dow, he be- 
caiM master of Chitiar, a strong fortress in tlie province 
of Glide, tmd Its dependencies, together ^'itls a large 
treasure. {Shortly after he conquered Ben^^al and being 
supjK>iJ(^ in Ilk rebehlon by Baimdwr Sbnli, another 
ptiwerfid nobh^ who at the death of Baber had seized 
the kingdom of Guzemt, he was able to assume a thi’ca- 
tuning aUituile towards hw sovtireign. 

In la3l, tlie year after his succession, Hnmnioon de¬ 
manded the fortres-s of Chinar of Sheiii, and being refiiscd 

took the field mtli a laige army, and threatened die Bui- 
pout capiml of Chmitore. numai.xm immediately patclni 
up a inatce with there, and tinned tlm point of hie speam 
to Gi^erat; but for some unkno;vn reason did notpro- 
c^^ ftirdmr than Gwalior; the liana of Clicetore, diL. 
pomted of the pressed pi-otection of Hiimaioon, mai? 
his own teims with Bahadoor, and purchased peace by 
the payment of a large treasure, lljihadoor now vea^- 
turud tj enter irmdostan, and tliroatened Agra ■ he wa.s 

L.«-„-=r, dd-«,ted by Hindu], Ihu brotbur afIlnn.nloon 
and iorced to retire. In the fnllowing t-ear he 
attacked ai^tore ; bat this time thogSSt^ Hmuldoon 

tW energy 

that du^ had been unable to exact. From'time imnS 

inonal there has emstol amongst tJie Ilajpoot racca a 

ehivaho^ mslitution knov^m by the name of dm-FesLt 

ot the BraceleL It was celebrated in the flnriuu jin l 

whatever its origin, it is one of the few oceaXn^' 

an intercourse of gallantry of the mmt ^ 

established between the Sr sex 

J«U.au. Ou the* ^te 
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the object of her choitje a bracelet with the title “ of chap 
^ adopted brother.'' If he accept the pledge and send in 

k return a corset or simple vest of silk or satin, worn bv 

r- ^jpout women of rank, he binds himself to Inmaid hie 
hie on all ^casions for the safetj of his fair kdy, or even 
to gratify her whim by any act of deTOtiou she may re¬ 
quire. T^e bracelet may be sent by maidens; but only 
on (^asions of ui^gent necessity and danger. Wliolo 
promccfl of Eajasthan W at times been lost and won 
by the cntliusiastic \Tiiour of “ the bracelet-bound brother '* 

^ ot some distfcaed or ambitious princess. At the tecond 
invasion of Unhadoor, Knniarath, the Ciuem of Cheetoro, 
sent the bracelet to Humaioon, who, although at that 
- tmie carryuig on a war in Bengal against Shera, felt bound 
to obey It. So flattered was be at being chosen as the 
champion of the Qneeu of Eajasthan, that he pledifed 
imnself to obey her behests, *■ even if the demand wqtc 
the uLitle of Einthamhar,” the most cherished stronghold 
ot the empei-oiE of HiudosUm. He set out immedFately 
tor Clmetore, but arrived too late to save the fair queen 
. altho^h he amply avengerl her death. Bahadoor Lad 
already taken Cheetore, afer a determined resistance ■ vic¬ 
tory being crowm<n] by the death of 10,000 warriora and 
* the self-sucnfice of idl tie women. Humaioon shortly 
after fell upon the forces of Bahadoor and utterly defeated 
lum ; he pursued him closely to the sea-coast, aad arrived 
at Lambay only a few hours after he had taken ship to 
t tlie small island of Diu. * 

On the occasion of Hnm.aioon's first march to relieve 
Oieelore and 1^ sudden halt at Agra, Bahadoor entereil 
into a treaty with the Portuguese of Surat, and having by 
their assistance raised a force of flOOO AbyssinknS or 
Negroes, marched to Almietlabad; and doubtless the 
^ dread of falling into the handa of these fierce otraugera 
wm an additional cause for the unfortunate queen and 
her devoted subjects pertonning the supreme sacrifice of 
the johur. 

In tlic meantime the rebellion of Shore gained head. ^— 




THE PBINCBS OP JBDIA. 


SM 


UOOS 

11 , 

1531. 



And lie had agmlised tuniailf by the capture of Rliotoa, 
one of the most remarkable feats of Indian warfare. Tlie r 
fortress was situated upon the top of a 1©% and alniosL 
inaccessible MU, the only entrance to which was a very * 
narrow road, through a steep ascent of two Tnilea: this 
important pass was protected by a gateway of amazing 
strength, that laughed to scorn all assaults from without; 
whilst within the w'alls a large space of very fertile land 
furnished the garrison with grain and fruit, and a plen¬ 
tiful supply of veiy excellent water found even-wlitae a 
few feet from the snrlace, suHcieutly secured the g.uri- 
son from the terrors of frimiue or drought. Seeing no • 
chance of taking the place by force, Shere had recourse 
to n nisG, as successful os it was bold- He sent to the 
governor Hurry Krishna Eaja, who though a Ihijpoot of 
court^e and conduct, w'as also credulous and fond of 
money, to say that he purposed trying to reconquer 
Eengul, and wished him to take charge of his women and 
treasure till his return. K rislma Kaja at first refused, but 
soon after relentetL As soon as his consent to the pro¬ 
posal was obtained, SLcru provitled a number of dhoohes 
or litters, employed by SrEaliomedaus of rank for the 
removal of their females from one place to another, 
within these he placed armed men, disguised in fumnie 
attire, excepting only the first tliree, which really con-**" 
tuined women; having also filled oOO money-bags with 
leaden buUets, he disguised some of his best solders ns 
peasants, and entrusted to them the pretended treasure : ^ 

they followed the dlvoolica on foot and w*ere provided 
with sticks to assist their progress up the lull with their 
ponderous load. Krishna was not directly duped ; for re- 
mcniberiug the fall of Asseer, a fort in Deccan, which 
waa Hur}>rised in Like tnanner by Nuseex Khan Fanxjkv 
ruler of Candeish, ho had the thiee first dhoolies carefuliy 
examined, but finding only women, he was aatiEficd; and, 
with Jlajpoot deliaicy towards the fair sex, he allowed 
the utliers to pass unesamined. An entrance once secured, ^ 
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tlie conquest WHS easy, and Krishna barely escaped with chaf. 
life. Slicre had now Beoured an Inipi^nable retreat^ and 
^ felt the courage that arises from the possession of a pmni 1531* 
iTupputf whence he oonld at oil times tlireaten hia enemies 
and at the same time defy their powers. 

Hearing of Shere’s treachery and success, Humaioon 
sent Hu^ein', a Turcoman noble^ to desire him imni p- 
dinioly to send the umbrelln, the throne, and the treasure 
of hia new conquest of Bengal; to evacnate Ehotas and 
to restore the treasure and territory he had seized, fiherc 
received the ambassador civilly enough; but replied that 
us it had cost him five or six years’ toil, and tlic lo® of a 
great number of his soldiers to subdue Bengal, it wa*^ im- 
poaible he could resign that conquest Shortly after, 

Shere, in his turn, sent a famous Afighan deriTsli to treat 
of n peace with the emperor. The accounts of Shore's 
powder and resources were unonsTH'^erable, and Kunmioon 
was feign to accept the humiliating conditions of surren¬ 
dering Bengal and Bahar, on the payment of n voluntary 
subsidy. But (his di.spMy of weakness only strengthened 
the nmbitiou of Shere : he immediately adopted means to 
make himself sole master of Hindostan. The day after 
the ratification of tJie trenly, he treacherously attacked 
the army of Uumaiooii, encamped on the bitnlrs of the 
Josso, drove thousands into the river; nnd it was only by^ 
the assistance of ti watennan that Humaioon escaped, and 
lied to Agi'a. Arrived at his capital, he made one short 
stand for the maintenance of hht crown; his nobles 
crowded round him; nnd Cuttuh the son of Shero, 
having rashly advanced too far, was defeated nnd slain, 
and his heiid sent in trinmpli to Agra* Taking heart of 
grace, Humaioon now advanced against Shere; but des¬ 
tiny liud decreed the temjjonuy fall of the Mogul dy- 
^ nasty. Again his army was disperaed, und bard pressed 
by tlie conqueror in Agra, he was forced to fly almost 
unattended to T^ahore, from whence he returned to the 
Indus. Humsdoon scarcely escaped with Ida life; and it 
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was only by a moat Imziirdotia tint! liarassin^ marclii in 
which nearly all his companiona perished of madnosa or 
Lhiret, in those very deserts tliat had ao nufirly proved 
fatal to llie army of Mahmoud of Gliimi, and after 
enduring patiently every insult tliat could embitter the 
eup of fallen majesty, that lie reached a secure refuge 
in the Uirritorics of the friendly Eajpoot sovereign of 
Ajmere. 

Here in the fortress of Ammercote, built on an oasis in 
the centre of the famed Marwar, the region of death, a 
desert as parched and fatal to vegetation and imiraal life 
as the great Sahara itself separated, from the busy world 
without by a belt of several hundred miles of burning 
Band, navigable only by the sun-proof native and the en¬ 
during ship of the desert, was bom of the sultaiia 
Hamidn Banee, daughter of one of the most dlstinguisiied 
of Baber’s Htypool allies, JeM-ud-din Mbhanmied Ah- 
bar, destined to be the most enlightened legisktor of his 
age, and the greatest monarch that ever moimted an 
eastern throne. 

Although, Humaioon in his desert fortiesa was safe from 
all the hostile designs of his enemiCfi, it was not so with 
his generous protector, whose border provinces were at 
the mercy of Shere Khan, After a ^ort and anxious 
respite, finding all hope of a aucceasEftil defence for the 
present denied him, Kumnioon despatched hk wife and 
her newborn infant to Caubul, and himseli:’sought a more 
secure refuge with Shah Tahmash, the powerful monarch 
of Persia.® 

Sliere Kh;m was a magnificent monarch, combining 
many of the enlightened notions of his great mastc^ 
Baber, ivith much of that pictm caqne® and ostentadoua 
ohivahy- lliat has in aJi ages distinguished hk people. 
But he was tainted with the cruelty and want of failh 
that has always tamkhed die reputation of even the 
most brilliant aovereigus of the Afghan race: 

The Afghans had now for many centuries been the 
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lELGrch+int princes of flindostuli. From thsir comriTRiidiiig ctta p , 
position Oil the fioatiers, uud tlieir long j>oe^aessioii of the ^ xt ui, 
grenL mercantile dtka of Peslmwor and Lahore, they 
managecl to engross the grwtter part of the overland 
trade to the kiagdoms of Central Asda, and the northern 
districts of □thia. It is probable, therefore, that it was 
as much the interests of his own country and people, os 
the advantages to bo derived by his new subjects in Hin- 
dostau, that prompted Shere Klion to exert himself so 
energetically to improve the trade, and the means of 
traniiit tliroughout his dominions; whatet'cr may have 
been the cause, the elTects were equally beueficiaL Prom 
one extrenuly of his considerable empire to another he 
established horse posts, and planted the high-roads with 
fruit trees to refresh and protect the weary tmveDcr; and 
fiOM Bengal to the Nikb, a branch of the Indus, for a 
distance of 1500 miles, he built a caravansuiy at every 
stage, and dug n well at every two miles. Although he 
built and endowed many magnilieent moaques, he ob¬ 
served the most perfect toleration in all religious ninttera; 
and during his rdgn, the Brahmin in his temple enjoyed 
as perfect security in the exercise of his childiali woralsip, 
as the Syed b i msnll did in the most sacred - mosque of 
Hindostan. In 1543 Sherc marched to Rajpootona, for 
the laudable pmpose of chuEtisliig Paraii Mtdl, the Baja of 
Kasim, for kvsaping the regal allowance of 2000 concu- 
bmcE and dancing girls in his haram. This extravagant 
indulgence in female charms was too great an encroach¬ 
ment on the privili^es of royalty to lie borne in patience. 

After a gallant defence Parrm iliiU capitulated, on the 
lerms of reducing die complement of his women, but 
marching out witli all his arnia, treasure, and gaTrisoji. 

Shere, however, who never kept a treaty tliat he did not 
like, surrounded the small band of Rajpoots, consisting of 
4000 men, and massacred them to a man ; hut not until 
double the number of his own troojis had paid tlie 
penalty of his trencheiy. 
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Boos: In the year following, ^ere again invaded Marwor, * 

- and made war with BtDildeo, the most powerful of the 
1&44. Itajpoot chieti Shere had an army of at least 80,000 
men, whilst, by trcaelieiy anti distrust, that qf the Eaj- 
poots was reduced to 12,000, Mhldeo, however, repulaed: 
him several times and. would hat^e defeated liiia, but for 
the arrival of reinforcements. The sandy csountry of 
Marwar produced only scanty supplies of barley; and 
when Shore, after his hard-earned victory, kiw how mudi 
he had risked lor so small advantage, he reclaimed bitterly, 

“ that for a handful of barley he had almost given the 
empire of India to the winds,” He then besieged and » 
took Cheetorc, and in tlie year following laid siege to Cub 
hnder, u fortress only second in strength to Ehotas, In 
consequence of Shore’s treacherous conduct to Paran 
Mull, the Pnnee of CuUinger would make no submission, 
and resisted to the death. Advances in regular form 
were made, trenches were dug, mounds nused for artillery, 
and mines sunk under the rocks. After some weeks* bom¬ 
bardment, Shore with several of his omndis was severely 
wounded by the bursting of a shell; although cruelly hurt, 
and breathing with great pain, he encouraged the prose- ^ 
cution of the attack and continued to give his orders, hi 
the evening news were brought to him that the place waa 
taken: he liad strength to exclaim, ** Thanks be to AI- - 
mighty God !*’ and immediately expired. 

Shere Khan was a great sovereign t he spent fiftoen 
years in a military career, and sat on the musnud of Hu- 
maiooD five years. In obedience to Heaven’s first law, * 
and sensible that without order labour is but sorrow, ho 
adopted the principle of the great Saxon sovereigt!, of 
dividing the day into four equal ports, allotting each with 
constant regularity to the same purposes: the first was 
devoted to the administration of justice; the second to 
the regulation of the ai my; the third to worahip; and the ^ 
fourth to r^t and Tecreation. Put the day was far spent 
when Shere Khan mounted the throne; the evening of Ms 
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life was at hand; and he had only occupied the throne of 
Hindoytau for ^to yeaia when Lk crown descended to hk 
sou. 

No sooner was Shere dead, than Hiimaioou left Persia 
and marched to Canclahar, whence he steadily adTanced 
to Cauhul: here lie was reunited to his son Akbar and 
his Eajpoot mother. Akbar was then fonr years Qld. 
Hvimaioon was overeomo at seeing him, and taking him in 
hk amis, exclaimed, “ Joseph by hk envious brethren was 
cast into a well; but he was eventually exalted by Pro¬ 
vidence, as thou shalt be, to the summit of glory,” But 
the Aflghan power was sliil too powrerfiil, and Humaioon 
was again oompeUed to leave lik country. 

It w’as in the rocky capital of Caubul, amidst the fierce 
warrioi^ of the mountains, that the young Akbar in¬ 
creased in wisdom and in stature, and learnt that simple 
and manly canon of the soldier's life, to ride, draw the 
bow, and tell the truth," that from the earliest time has, 
by word at least, been enjoined the youthlul chivalry 
of the East. And it was amongst the society of the 
wiirrior scholars of the school of Baber, that he acquired 
that love of learning and admiration of science that made 
him the most profound and liberal sovereign of his age. 
He imbibed amid the institutions and religionH of a foreign 
laud, that noble and enlightened toleration and love of 
progi'ess tliat htis associated wi th the name of Aklmr the 
ack and virtues of one of the greatest legislators of the 
humnn raiie. 

Sliere Khan was succeeded by hia son ftelim, who, du¬ 
ring a proBj^ierous reign of nine years, walked in the steps 
of hk father, and did more to devdope the resources of 
the rich provinces that acknowledged hk rule, than any 
sovereign had acoomplkhed since the good Ferose, Had 
any number, Iiowever small, of the twenty-nine sovereigns 
composing the dynasties of the Affghaiis and Syeds, who 
in succession occupied the throne of Delhi, been gifted 
witli the same liberal spirit of progress and toleration 
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BOOK 05 Selim anti his father Shere Khan, tbe biography of 
' — 1 — ' Bstber noutd have coiitiune<l a very difiereiit account of 
I5&4, the wealth and p]rai>cnty of Hiiidustan, to that which he 
describes as existing at the Lime of hja iiivusiom During 
the two ccntiuios preceding the conquest of Baber, 
scsiTcely twelve years had ever elapsed wthout some suc¬ 
cessful revolutioiL Under tljuse circumstances any per¬ 
manent process was Jiopeless. Although prosperity 
migiit occasionally interfere during those rare periotL% 
when an enlightened sovereign happened to he at the 
helm, it was merely a temporaiy season of amelioration, 
winch the next conimotioti was almost gure to sweep 
aw’ay< 

During the two years that succeeded the death of 
wtim in 1552, no less than four princes of tlie race of 
Sh^ Kljan, a^cendetl the throjjo of DelhL Tliia rapid 
mid sanguinary' substitution of princes of the same race 
was too much oven for the Tesiltsa nobles of Delhi' and 
m 1554 Humfiioon wag recalled by the unanimous voice 
of the small, but omnipoteut oligarchy, who alwava sur¬ 
round on eastern throne. ' 

After a banishment of twelve years, Hmmiioon now 
marched on to Agra and Delhi, in company with hb son 
Akbar. He defeated Secunder, nephew of Shore, under 
die walls of Sjrhind; and the sceptre of empire passed * 
for ever from tlie AfTgban^. AltJiough restored to his 
thitme, Hr^oou did not live to regain his original ixrg- 
By an extraordinmy oomcidence, rix months 
bo killed by an accident, almost 

He -Kis dowenduio from the terrace of hia puloco of 
Delh;, tilien die mueddin of the rojal mosque ^ed to 

prayer; thf ™i>eior immediately paused, md harinjr ac- 

to^Sf ‘Ira <^oei of Islam, l,e £,ted 

eSht fancliomuy Lml 

■erased hia aummous. As l,e rose, he slipped Z the 
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ble stcpji, and being taken up Itiscnslblo died, nt tlic age 
of fifty-one, sifter u. numinul reign of twenty-fiye yeaiB 
in India luid Fergia. Exactly thirty years before AmeTt 
the father of Baber, fell by accident tlie roof of Ida 
pigeon-houfie and waa killed, 

llumaioon was burled on the banks of the Jumna, 
where Akbar mised over him one of the finest mausolentna 
that even thu aiinny land of India can boast; composed 
entirely of marble, and remarkable more for perfect eym- 
metij and simplicity than for elaborate excellence; it 
stnkcs all beholders witli admiration; iind In many minds 
ivill contest the palm of perfection with the more elaborate 
Taje. The tomb of the emperor is surrounded by those 
of tlie several omEohs who had continued faithful to him 
in his ninny reverses. In this tomb of the first hereditary 
monarch of the Mogul race, the last Mogul emperor of 
Delhi was taken prisoner, and his sons shot, by Captain 
Ilodson, in 1 SaS, 
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Ncmss TO CIIAITER XVKL 

^ A ^qritziaB nUwj ii rtflnted of thii Hug^eii]. Dunug Homnioon^i to 
he vnu rcibl>L-d anil tn^iiltud hj ku suito ; iiuciii^t tbti ciilprita 

ha fHi^pected uf siiiiiljnj' a hc>i of trinkttA^ fLad dt^ircnl OUO of 

the ^cHiuchf^ to cut o(r part nf hifl Kftfur naiEUifllc thei ncirt c^t It 

off On tMa- thti being ftogrr, Bdnt for & siirg^cdi And 

hod the- KILT dm p^Han - AAfUAflia^ La tlu] dpefiltionj. HiLti apdldgiMlig for 

Ltio niM&ko^ 

* Pomoiui liavd In oil agod boA^t^ of th^ir hoapitidit;. 

* I>irt ifli wad to be one of the elenient^ of the picturesque; wml if |lAlwr''fl 
ni^Lint of tbd AiTghfcUjft^ "^timt thej oever obujudd thtiir clothcA dll tbej 
weie Tfrom uut^^ wpfi DuiTtfct, their cliUm ta this ebunicleristic ie uiLtliinkliljLv 
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CllAE XIX. 

AJLbAU AiMTENM Tli£ THHONi: JN 1554. -HE HE-ESTAnEISITEii TITE ?^0Q1IL 

rOWUL TS HIKDOSTAN.-THE llEllO|P I^EF^NCE OF THE HL^DOU QUEEH 

UUfldiml AGAINST HIS GENEEAL ASIPTI JAH--THE THItlB SACK OF gUEE- ^ 

T01tE.“TBE ClilVALEOCS DE|-E?fCE OF PEJITAF. 

LOOK The life of Charles Y. is the history of Europe cluriTig n 

_. petitxl of almost fifilj years ; that of Akbar einbmcea the 

lii&i. history of Hiiulostan for oimosl; the same period. In die 
same year that the great Emperor of llie West resigned 
his crown in favour of his son Philip, Akbar ‘'■the 
victorious,” “ the glory of the House of Baber,” “ the ms- 
nmple of renown to die Kings of the Earth,” succeeded 
his father on the throne of Delhi. He was only fourteen 
ifcars ol age ; his kingdom was rent by iimnmerahle fierce 
and powerfid foes ; and he mounted the throne amidst a 
pea of troubles and rever^ies; Ms enemies soon made- *- 
themselvea masters of Agra and Deliii; and in less than a 
year the provinces west of die Indus were all that remained 
to him of his Indian dominions. ^ 

It is only natural to suppose that, at so youthful an age, 
his immediate attendania would, exei'cise oonsiderable 
control over his actions; accordingly, we find that fur the 
first four yefli-3 of Ms reign, his uncle Eeliram Shoh, 
called Kiinii Baba or King’s Father, a Turkoman noble of 
great f^wer and talent, kept him in the most comiilete 
subjection: puiiialiing and pardoning, and disposing uf ^ 
the great ufllcesof tlie state, and even of die fKiraon of the 
king himself, \rith a magnificent indepeudeuce, that re- < 
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ininJg one of tlie haughty oonti-ol exencised by tlie jrrent 
Earl of Angus over hid youtliful sovereign Jiim^ V. 
Biiring tliLs period Beliram slowly and laferiously re¬ 
covered ihe lost oonquGst^ of Baber and Huinaioon; and 
reestablisliud the Mogul power, that had again suc- 
cniubud hi the Affglmm and their adherents. It ia 
proliablc that this taslc would never have beeii itccioin- 
jilished but for the bitter and tincea^ing enniitv that 
existed bet^veen tlie H i n doo and AJlghaii prmees, and 
rendered unity of actioii, even against the conimoii foe, 
almost impossible, 

Akbirr’s most formidable enemy wns a Hajpoot chief, 
named Hi mil, who had boon vizier nt the court of the 
i’atan emperor Mahommud: at the death of Ilumaiooii, 
he had succcedetl in making himself master of Delhi and 
Agm, and openly pix>cl!iime<I himself sovereign of Hindoo 
Stan. When Akbar marched to regain his capital, Hinm 
met -him ivith 100,000 horecs and 50,000 cumeLs, and 
mounted musketeers, attd 3000 elephants, trained to tire 
held. His confidence equiUlnsd his power ; and tlm night 
before the action he sent a message to Akbar, that he was 
young, and must not imagine he was able to sustain a 
coiUtait with a moniirch of hia superior might. “ Come 
not, said he, **withiii the reach of my mimerDua and re- 
aistloai troopa and elephanta, lest in the collision thou come 
to luirm, I resign to thee nil the territories ettstward fn:)ui 
the Jumna to the uttermost limits of HoDgal—be mine 
the remainder of ilindostau." 

Akbar in reply reminded him there was little cause 
for boiLsting of auccesa over his former Adghan rivals, 
'■‘‘Where*" eaiil he, **ia the glorj' of throwing a chain over 
a slave ? ^Mthout e.vpcrtencc of a battle, or ha’i'ing known 
aught of a shock with the ivuniors of my nice, wljat 
Ciijist thon conceive of the hormra of an equal conflict? 
The shadows of night disappear at the approach of dav, 
wlten the lord of light unsheathes the sword of splendonr : 
at to-morrow's dawn come to the field in thy stront^cst 
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iirniT—we sliaU tlien sec wLom God ia disjsosed to fa^'our,” 
This battle wtis fought at PiLoiput, a field ulways pr<)piUouB 
to the liouBo of Tiroourd Himu, after showiug desperate 
valour, was slain, and ids dead body brought to Akbiir. 
Behram urged liim to insult the corpse, imd cut off the 
head wth his own hands: he answered, that some tiiue 
back, whilst immaing himself irv his father’s library, and 
Kkokiug at some pictures, a portnut was placed in Ids 
lumds, which he was told was Hirau, “lustautly," said 
he, “ I tore the thmg to tatters, and threw it away fjxjm 
me; let it suffice now that the man has met with his 
deserts; I considered that I had then achieved my victory 
over hiuL” 

Feiishta relates the story in another form, iJiat illustrateg 
more distinctly die sanguinary code of justice under 
which Akbar imased his kingly apprenticeship, and the 
aature of the power usurped by the haughty Behrani. 
Acoordiug to that, the unfortunate Himn, after losing an 
eye, and showing the most deVtited courage, w'as brought 
11 prisoner to dAkbar. Beliram told him it would be a 
meritorious action to kill the brave infidel with his otvh 
hand. Akbiir, in coTiipliauce with the advice of his tutor, 
drew his sivnnl; but only gently touched the head of Ins 
captive, at the some time bursting into tears of compassion. 
Behram, looking sternly upon him, intimated that the ill-- 
timed clemency of hri family was the soiwce of all his 
misfortune, and with one stroke of the sabre severed 
TTimu’a head from his body. 

Tlie cruel aud imperious rule of Behram wa.s soon dis- 
taatefiil to the young prince ; and at the age of eighlooa 
he seized the oppoitmiity of a hunting-party to return 
euJJcnly to Dellii, in the absence of his minister, anddiere 
to proclaim himself sole and irresponsible manaffor of his 
kingdom.^ 

Behram followed his young master to Delhi, but fiiiding 
his influence destroyed he withdrew from the court, mid 
maintaiued a iiaughty reaen'e. An accident, however, 
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eoou fanned Iiis sinoulderinfi wi^itli iuio a C(irt« lliiine. 
Akbar was fond of elephant-fights, anil during one of 
th^e dlaplajs an inftimk'd monster broke from his keeper 
and ran over Behranfs tent, lioused thus unceroniomoualy 
from his Fullen reserve, the rage of Behi-am knew no 
bounds: he would receive no explanation, and treated it 
as a prernGilitatod insult; he withdrew altogether from 
the capital, and collecting ainund him some discontented 

omrahs, actually ventured to enter tlie field amdnrt liis 

sovi^reigiiL, ^ 

Wlien the young monarch of Hiaclostau found it 
necessary to teach the lesson of humility to his too-raarr- 
uilicent subject, tliis Wolsey of the East, he did not, like the 
fickle sovereign of England, despoil and hunt to death the 
man to whom he owed so much of Ids power and success t 
and when, after two years of unsuc^cessfid rebellion’ 
Behram came in the greatest distress, ivith his turban 
round his neck, to humble himself at his master’s foet, 
Akbar raised 1 dm with Ids own hand, gave him a dress 
of honour, and placed liim in his former station at the 
head of hi.s otnmh.?. He freely forgave one whoso best 
years had been devotetl to his and his futher’s service; and 
ollered liim the choice of throe roads to advancements 
Uie command of the frontier, then the seat of war; a * 
i-csideuce at court; or a royal retinue anti income,’ lo 
CTifible hint to make a becoming pilgrimage to the 
tomb of the Prophet. Hehram chose the"’ latter; and hi 
the language of the East, ‘^having contracted Ids skirts 
from the business of die world, and his heart from tlie 
pi^uits of vtudty and ambition, he turned his Gice from 
this workl to another, aud pursued Ids pilgiiniaffc to 
Mecca.” 

On<^ freed from the influence of Behrani, the natural 
dispo-sition of Akbar showed itself In even brighter colours 
than liefoie: the generosity ; the love of Justice • and the 
hatred of tyranny; so conspicuous iu the dmracter of this 
iuince, distinguishc'd him far above all others of hia race, 
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and are maro remarkable wlion we remember die hai'd 
uiercile^ eeliot)! in wIlii'Ii lie was educated. 

Tbc restoration of die Mogid power wan in no clegree 
arrested by the disgrace and dismissal of Behram. ilkbai' 
at once prored his abUlty to regain and to govern the lost 
provinces of hm empire: by turns lie recovered Ajmir; 
and Gwalior, the Vincennes of an Eastern Versailles; 
and after a fierce contest drove the AJTghans, with loss, 
from the fertile proviiiee of Onde. At the age of twenty- 
live, after nine years of incestiaiit warfare, spent in rejiress- 
ing .seiUtioii and pimishiag open rebellion in almost every 
]iart of his dominion.^, Akliar hatl firmly established his 
rule over all the provinces conquered by his grimdialher 
Biilwr; and he began ni turn his longing eyes to ft eah 
conquest In the l>ecean,thG golden regions that have always 
engrtisseil the suiwrlluoiig energy and wealth of the sove¬ 
reigns of llindjostan. 

The mat ch of Akbnr lay through the forests of Kliandc- * 
iflii, at that time tenanted by large herds of elcplimits, 
now imknoivn north of the Xellgheny IlilLs. The young 
monarch had been educated in the Persian school of 
cf iivnlry and adventure. ‘^Train up thy son in theexertions 
of the chare," say the precepts of that warlike race, “ami 
when tfie day of biittle arrives he will subdue his fears." 

Tie was the mightiest hunter since the da}*» of iSimrotl i 
and on grand occasions he ivouhl turn out whole armies 
for a cBmpaign against the wild denizens of the forest 
and the plain, Sij kiien was he in all that related to 
a]>oTt, that he kept a clerk of the cliuce to note down 
every head of game that he killed, and what gun he had 
usedou each oecasiou. In this paradiseof sportsmen, Akbar 
.spent several months; and whDst hejiiditdously combined 
business with pleasure ; by ahemately hunting the moiiiircl) 
of die Indian forest.s; espoiwing a king's daughter; or 
cliastriing a rebel prince; Lis general Asiph Jah waa 
en^iged In a campaign, whicli has left an enduring 
stain of cntfelty <>u hk own name, while It has gilded r 
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witli uufiidii)" glory tliat of the heroic queen, who was hia 
antagonist. 

Tlie small territoiy of GLirrah, in Gundwana^ a district 
of JJnndelcund and Orissa, aOO miles bug and I DO hroad, 
and fertile and prosperous tu an luijiamlleled degree, 
was ruled by a Blindoo queen, named Duigettl, famed 
throughout the Deccan for her beauty and her accom¬ 
plish meuta. 

lu this favoured cliatrict, safe from foreign invagion, ten 
aovmGigns of her moe Jiad reigned in pert^t peace, bent 
only on securing the liappiness and proB^jerity of their 
subjects, and in lEmdable efforts for increasing their own 
treasure. In the case of Dtugetti, liowever, prosperity 
had not iuducetl the loss of energy and resolutiou tliait 
so often accompanies it; and history does not contain an 
esauipb of courage more admirable, and constancy more 
heroic, than that displayed by the unfortunate Queen of 
Gurrah. 

Indignant rath^ than alarmed at the approach of the 
iloguld under Asiph Jali, she sununoned her peaceful 3 "Gt 
devoted subjects, and, mounted on a swift elephant, a 
helmet on her head, a quiver by her aide, and a burnished 
lance in her hatid, she advanced at the head of I50ti 
dephauts, 8000 liorse, and some foot, to drive the invaders 
from her soil, WhiLst thus displaying the daring of 
Jhomyrisor Boadicea, she wag not wanting iij the con¬ 
summate generalship of Artemisia’ Finding that her 
troops, unused to warfare^ were getting into disonlcr by 
advnuciug too rapidly on the enemy, she halted, and re- 
fonniiig them, pve ordcuj that none were to advance till 
die signal wiia given from the royal dephant Tlie unex¬ 
pected euci^ of the men of Ginrah took the Moguls by 
surprise ; they were driven back almost without resistance 
and 000 left dead on the field. 

Could the victorious queen have enforced her tactics 
and persuaded her nobles to support her in a night-attack 
on die discomftted Mfiguls, her kingdom and her tliroiic 
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iiTOK ivould liaTC becin raved. But her flubjectswerc uotaivar- 
--vt— like peoplu; the3^ Lad uever liked fighting for fighting's 
lafia. Timjority of the world they found 

greater delight in enlarging oil the gloiy of past encounters, 
than in hnzarding fresh ones. 

Thoj' refused to second the queen's energetic designs ; 
mid tlie next day, when Asiph Joh iittnckcd them with 
fresh ti-oofts, they were seized with n panic, and, lljitig 
before the guns mid hmces of tlie ibigulB, left their heroic 
<jiieen, supported bj only fourcluefa, to benr the brunt of 
the battle. Deserted by her troops, agonised at the loss of 
. her son—who, after lighting with great valour, was slain 
bj^ her side, pierced through the eye with an arrow—and 
fttniggliiig against the falntrieas tlint oppressed her, she 
refused the most urgent solidtntiona of those who yet 
mainc-d with her to fly lor safety, “ It is true," said she 
luldresibig Adhar,* the chief officer of her household, "we 
rnie ovemome in war, but shall wo also be vanquisherl in 
honourP bhall we, for the sake of a lingering iguomlnions 
life, lose the reputation and virtue we have been go 
flfdieitons to itcquire Y No I let your gratitude now repay 
that service, for Avhlcli I lifted up your Jiead, arid which 
I now reqm'ne at your hands. Haste—let your dagger save 
me from tlie crime of putting an end to my own existence!" 
Adharstillreihging to ftihH the “ rnimortiillDngingsitfher 
soul;' she snatched the dagger from his side, :Sd pInn^Ted 
It into her own bosom. Wlierc in the liistorj- of aucl ont 
or modern days can ws find an example of lieroisin 
more noble, or constancy more illustrious, than that 
ivhicli irradiates the last moments of this royal princess of 
Riudustaii ? 

But the leisure of Akbar wim not of long dumtioii: 
he laid overcome the open enmity of his bcie<Uta,T 
fa ^; but lie had now to encounter the liidden iliraontent 
of lus oTsrn religion and kindred. He was the fii^t gove- 
rei^ of India who made no distmctiiin between Hindoos 
^ and Mussulmans, In those he raised to power; he aimed 
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Fat boing sovereign of n united people; and trmiiiti^ined chap. 
llliuL eucli cliisfl and creed Lad an eqital claim to Lis 
fcountenance and support. He treated mtlj undisguised 
pbnteiupt. many ol the most revered forma and superati- 
tions of the MuBsuln^ans ; and amongst other things had 
the strongest objectiou to a beard, the iIu.ssTdman’B moat 
cherished ornament, which lie would Iianity admit into 
his presence. 

These causes of discontent were increa.^ by his 
marriage with two Eajfroot priiicesaes of the Ho uses of 
Jeipnr and Me war; and he was opunJy accused by the 
Uiibeks, hLs own tribe, of being too piirti.il to the Hindoos. 

Miny leaders revolted, and, being joined by KhanZeman 
and BaliadtKir Klran, two powerfid onirahs, they seized 
the soubahs of Oude and Allahabad. 

This rebellion was put down by ati act of daring, 
worthy the grandson of Baljur the Tiger. The enemy 
was entramped iu absolute security thirty miles from 
the Ganges, then rolling down its turbid waters 
at the very height of the periodical rains. It was 
night when Akbar reachefl the opposite bank; no boats 
were procurable, arid his officers tried in vain to stay Iiis 
impHjtuous advance. But nothing daunted him : without 
liesitation he forced his elephant into the stream, and, 
followed by about 1000 of his bodyguard, reached the 
ojtposite shore. Without waiting for the remainder of his 
trtvjps, he made a forced march ; and in the momii:g the 
enemy were sUirtled from their security by Iiearing in 
their very front the deep ominous sound of the royal 
Nahairih,^ that announced the presence of the dreaded 
Jlogul! No efforts of the leaders coidd arrt?st the panic 
that seized the rebel camp: Khan Zeman and Bahaduor 
Ivhmi Ixrth fell into the hand.s of Al£l>ar, and when the 
mn ruse their army had vanished like the momlng mist. 

T!^e piigea of Indian history .are rich in numemna 
instances of the heroism and devotion of the gentle 
in tkfence of their honour, or in blind obedience to tlie 
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cruel tenets of I heir friitb. The Jiistory of tlie heroic 
H Queeo ot Gumili ia by do lueuua a folitnry one ; and 
no anecdote connected with this csjdoit of AkUir, 
csliibitB deyatioii as complete, if not as conspicuous. 
IJabadoor Kliau® possessed a Ilindoo mistress, who is said 
to liave been one of the most benntifu] women ever seen 
m India. She was accomplished as she waa fiiir; and 
her verses were fpateemed the most beautiful in the 
Hindoo hmguitge. During this suddeB swoop of Aibar 
on her rebel loi^d s camp, she fell iiiT5 the hands of a 
iilogul cliici 5 tiiied for his fierce and cruel nature: finding 
heraelf unnblG to rcsiat Lb iinfjortunities and threatened 
violence, she apijointed an hour to meet him. Arrayed 
m her most aplendid attire, on which she sprinkled the 
inchest perfumes, she lay down on a couch with a mantle 
oyer her face j her atteutlants thought she had 
(alien i^eep, and endeavoured to awake lier on the 
aproach of Jier enenu, when to their honor they found 
she had taken poison, and was already dH?ad! 

In the year I366 Oody Singh, monarch of Itajpootana, 
giymds-m of die brave Smika Kaua, who contesLd with 
driber the empire of Hindostan, took advantage of these 
disturhancca to harass the border provincoa of ilindostan - 
and in the spnng of lobT Akbar marched from Agra at 
the heatl of a powerful army, to dleet the conquest of^ 
Ibijpootana and lay aiegc to Cheetore. There b an 
anecdote eonnecietl with Oody Singh, or, as he b more 
commonly called, O^dy ihe Fat, tJiat Illustrates the 
marvelloi^ devotion to the royal line that dbtin^ 

d e f liujpoota. Shortly after 

the death ot ..anka, the nobles, disgusted with the in- 

solmce md co,ranl.,» of |.is,oo Bikmraoject, mnspiml 

nrtlnmj, a famoiia manor of tlieir race, to tlia tlrone 
ualMr, assistod by Uic mnfcJerate nolifcs, iinim..iUatdT 
BikMiojeet: iDtooilniir at liis lekaro to ilestjoy Oodv 
lu.. d«a sot yaar, of a^a. Tbo story i, tl.aaSl7.2o 
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fiiild Was asleep “ after Iji's rice and mvlk,*^ when his nurse 
I Iiean.1 the screams from the womeu’s quarter; and die 
^ harbeFf coming in directly after, to take away the remains 
of the dinner, tedd her of the caus e the assassination of 
the diiiiKu Aware tliat the murder of the father was hiu 
the precursor to that of the son, the faithful nurae put 
her charge iuto a fruit-basket, and covering it ivith leaves 
gave it to tliq barber to take to tlie fort. She linj scarcely 
time to substitute “lier own iufant for her priuce, when 
Biiubeer entering inquired for him ; she dared not spniak, 
Imt jioiufed to the cradle, and unmoved beheld her child 
’ie!” 

Cheetore, the capital of RejpuoLina, Is situated (m a 
flat at the top, and walled in to the extent of ten 

K ttjglisb miles \ there was only one ascent to it, cut out of 
he solid rock, and defended by four luagnificeut gntesL 
The first attack of Akbar on this renowned fortress was 
nusuoccssfid j he was repulsed by iho concubine queen of 
Oody, who, fully armed, drove back the besieging forces, 
luid penetrated to tlie royal tent. Oody prflise<l her be¬ 
fore his nobles, and said he was Indebted to her for the 
safety of hiscapiLd , — a fancied imputation ou tlieir courage 
which so enraged them that her life was sacrificed to 
^ their fury. 

After the death of this valiant lady, the honour of llie 
defence was sharetl by Jeimal of B^nore and Pul la of 
Kailwo, a noble young chief only sixteen years of 
After aeveral months spent In the close investment of 
the fortress, during wliieh liia troops were constantly re- 
pulserhtlte jiersorial skill of the Emperor was the means 
of terminating a siege that w'as seiiously taxing the re¬ 
sources and constancy of his army. 

Akbar was the best shot in hiii dominions, and, being 
I one night in the advanced trench, he saw Jeiraal, the 
I bi-ave leader of the defence, busily engager] iu the ram- 
yiarti*, eurouraging his men in nepiuring the lireacJi, 
Akbar aeitt for his favourite gun. callctl “ DrooatuiuLiux ” 
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(straijrhtfbrwai’d) witli W''iiirh Le had abila sevcfiil tlioii- 
saml head of birda and henstii, and, watching his opjiortii- 
nity, shot liLi enemy in the forehead, dropping him in 
Ids tracks. The besieged, lusing courage with die 
fall of their cliief, dctemihied to court the death they 
could not escape; and, acourding to their cruel custom, 
dew their women and children, and dotJiing tliemadres 
in yellow, the colour of mourning, ruabed out and 
(lied to a man muongst the horsemen and elenhams of 
Akbar. 


Tlie death of the young chief Pultn of Kailwa is one 


" tniiri ±uan oi Aaiiwa :g ojn 

ot mosc romantic incidents that add such congpicuou, 
bniliancy to the pages of Pajpoot history. His father ho< 
fulleti at the beginning of the siege; and after tlm deatl 
of Jemial, when all hope of .saving the city was gone, his 
mother desired him to put on the saffron robe and join his 
ftitlier m Paradise. With alacrity he prepared to obei 
her commands ; and in order that he might have nothim 
to r(!gret in this life, she armed hereelf unci his voimi 
bnde, and, descending the rock, fell in the sight of boll 
arniu^ m an omslaiight on her foes. 

This was the third sack of Chcetore, the two fonuei 
bemg that of Allah the SauguinaTy', a.D. 1205; and ol 
l^hadur Bultan of Gurerat, with his Abrssinians, iu 
(Jdd On the first occasion twelve royal' princes d^ 
(ended the - crimson banner”^ to tlm death, and several 
thoiisandfl of both sejiGs performed the Johnr; at the 
e^ond sack under llahadur, 13,000 women, lieaded by 
Raruavcti, the bracelet-bound sister of Humaioon, per- 

third occasion, 

SUOQ Rnjpoo^, with all their and families, gloried 

tJie same di^dfiU nte. The Itajpoots may ind^ be 
proud of the lieroism of their women; and the third 
e cnce o Clieutore especially stands cons[iicuous for 
noble e:tamplea of female devotion. 

utterfy destroyed Glicetorc, and it never re- 
assumed the distinction of the queen-fortress of Eiijus- 
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than I Ive slew most of the chief iuhabititnts, and displajcd 
a severity i]uite at variance with hia accustoinud humanity 
, and ^iticiilarly strange when we remember his Raj- 
potvlni origin; his double marriage with princesses of Jeipur 
and lie war, and the numerous princes of that race 
who served in liia army/ Many of Akbar's most suc¬ 
cessful aud most favoured generals were Eajpoota. At 
court the highest place of honour amongst the assembled 
princes was always allotted to the Eaiia of tliat mce; in 
the magnificcnl hall of audience at Agra he stood at the 
right liand of the forty*scven princes, who, each by his 
silver piDar, daily attended at the divan of llic Mogul. 
After the BatQe of Cannss, Uaimibul oollnjcted three-ajid- 
■ a-half busheb of knights' riags; after the last sack of 
Cheetore, seventy-four-and-a-half maunds of cords of 
distinction, from the necks of knightly Eajpoots, were 
brought to the tent of Akbar, 

The tamoua fortress of Ehiiitamboor, whose strength 
had become a proverb among the Moguh?, was tlie next 
object of Akbaris ambition ; and in the spring aucceecling 
the fall of Cheetore be besieged it in person; he had been 
SHjme time before its impregnable widls witliout the hope 
of surrender; when a Eajjjoot chief, Bhugwandas oi' 
Ambir, and the celebrated Baja Maun, also a Eajpoot, 
and Akbiir's most trusted general, (letenniaod if passible to 
corrupt the integrity of Sooijun Haro, who held the castle 
for the Raja of Me war. 

The courtesy of immemorial custom peimlts to bellb 
gerent Rajpoots free intert^ouTse during any truce or 
suspension of hostilities r warriors who had Ijeen fighting 
to the death all day wffuld coustautly meet at night for 
friendly gossip. During the protracted siege of Rhintaiii- 
boor, Raja Maun obtaiued frequent access to the castle 
for a fidendly cha-t with his opposing counttynnen; on 
one of these occasions the Bmperor Akbar necompauied 
him, in the guise of a mace-bearer. Wliilst coiivereiug, an 
uucle of Suoijun recognised the Emperor; and with tlie 
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DWK sTuitlen impulse tliat arises from respect, took the muce 
^-z-,r~' iiautls, und placed Akbfir on the cusliiou of the 

c*^vernor of the ensile. The Emperor's presence of mind 
did not forsnkc liim ; ^ Well, Haja Soorjun," said IieT* 
amiling, “what ia to be done?” To which Eaju ilKiin, 
without giving tune to the astonished governor to replv, 
answered, *' Leave the Hana of ATewar, give up liliiutam- 
boor, and berome the servant of the Emperor with higl^ 
honour and office,” Tlie prolfered bribe was magirfficent; 
including the government of filty-two districh?, whoso 
revenues were to be allotted to liim, on furnisliing the 
custoiuaiy contingent ol troops; with liberty to name any 
other terms, which should be solemnly guanmtecd bv the 
Emperor. The bribe was too tempting, and Akbiir 
turned to his camp, cariying back tvith him the ke3T3 of 
iLhiiitamboor. 

The Rajpoots were divided into numerous tribes, whose 
rivahy was not unfrcquently settled in a manner tliat 
reminds one of the fierce contest of the dan Chatton and 
clan Quliele before Robert IIL of Scotland, on the Noi tli 
Inch at Perth. 

Colonel^ fod, tlie Fioissart of Ihijpootana, has preserved 
tlic following narrative, that illuatnites conspicuously tlie 
lierce devotion of that race of warriors, wlicae gotl-wits 
the God of Rattles, and who were never known to turn 
their backs on a foe. 

Shortly after Akbar had retired from Chtetore, t]m 
Rami Pertap, who had sucix^edctl his father, Oody the *1 
•at, detemiined to tiy and recover some of the Iron dec 
fortresses that had fallen into the liands of the Alomtls ; 
and he assembltti all liis chiefs for the attack on Outala, 
a frontier fortress in the plains, about eighteen mdes Rom 
Che^jtore, 

Wien the cHefe assembled in council, and the plan of , 
fi decided upon, a fierce dispute arose between 

tlic chiefs of the two powerful dans of the Chondawub 
aiKl the Suktawuts, as to wliicL had tlic right to lead tlie - 
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The former daimctl precedence oa an hercditnrv 
privilege; wliilat the Suktawnts urged tlieir superior valour 

‘ ’ ® vanguard. The dispute 

>>oiilJ probably Imve tenninated iu a combat ou tlie sp^it, 
had not the Kaua asagued the vau to Ihe elan that 
firet entered Ontaki, and thua turned to the beat advantage 
the fierce nvnlry of hia chiefs. ^ 

Ontala waa atuuted on rising ground, surrounded by 
a wall of aohd tnasoniy, a stream /losing at its base*; 

tlZT towem at short 

intenak and one gate alone gnvo admission to tlic 

wistle. The nvaj clans moved ofl’ to the atUick a few 
horns before daybreak : the chief of the Siiktawuts nmde 
- dir^ly to the gateway, trusting to the elephunt he ro<le 
to force tlio gate ; whilst the Chondawuta, fumLdied with 
adJflr|., mid gmded by u sheplmrrl of Ontala, attempted 

chief of the Chondawuta was shot dead a& his foot 
prj^aed the topmost step of the ladder; and projecting 
spikes deterred the elephant of the SnhUa^vut chief Irom 
upp ying h^ stogth to the gate, The shout thut accom- 
pauied tlie fall of the Chondaivut chief was mistaken by the 
rival clan for a signal of success ; Uietr leader could stanil 
* longer-^wiih desperate devotion he placed Jiis body 
On the_5pikM ol: tliegate, and commanded the mahout, nu 
pain of instant death to drive the elephant against him. 
as ternble command was obeyed: the human cushion 
protec^ the heail of the elephant, and the gates miyo 
way. But even tliis devotion fiiiletl to purchase tlm hoSnur 
for Ins clan ; for ^ hig men rushed into the dty, over tlie 
dead body of them chio^ they heard the triumphant sbont 
that announced the success of their rivals; the dead bwly 
of the Choudawut chief was aheudy in Outala! As he fell 
_ dead fi-oni tiie ladder, his liody was geiiotl by his kinsman 
a w£^or knoivn thraugh Mewar aa the Mad Chief of 
Deoghur, who rolled it in hia scarf, and tjinf^ it oq his 
back, moimted the ladder, and driving back the defenders 
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with his latic&j tlirew \t over the parapet of the fon.res,s^ 
“ The Vfui^iiarti to the Chuniiu>\iats_we are 

first in! 

Tlie Hftjpoota never recovered tlie invaiiion and seve¬ 
rity of Akban Their princes and chiefs^ it is true, still 
stTLnrgled on, with their wonted chivalry and devotion, In 
nttenipts to regain their lost position, hut in vain ; from 
til at date their existence as a strong independent monar¬ 
chy or principality censes^ They were still the most 
dai'ing and sucoesahil warriors in India ^ no army could 
take the field ivith any chance of success without a linj- 
poot contingent; but as a nation they were ever after 
sul^eet to the Moguls, and later still were cruelly op¬ 
pressed by the Malimttas, The annals of HajpootiLLLa are 
replete with the most chsimiing and inspiriting relations 
of chivaliy and devotion- In these dveir latter daj^ Lite 
position of their soverelgti and princes was almost Identi¬ 
cal with that of Kobort the BriEcre and the early war- 
riona of ScothLud, when struggling for existence against 
foreign invasion and dotnestic treason- The nature of 
the cruintry, composed of nioimtaius and atreanis^ ami 
castellated strongholds, increases the similarity between 
tlic translations of Colonel Tod and the charming com¬ 
pilations of Sir Walter Scott, 

Tertap was a h^h-spirited prince, who displnyed to " 
perfection the brilliant qualities of Rajpoot chivahy. 
Alone amongst the Rajpoot royal families, he scorned a LI 
matrimouki alliance mth tljc monarchs of lEudostan; 
and when in poverty, and Hying Irom Ids eiiemica, he re¬ 
fused to eat with Raja Maun, the favourite Rajp^xst 
general and brother-in-law of Akbar, saying “ He could 
not eat with a Rajpoot who gave hig eister to a Turk, and 
who probably ate with him*" 

Hopeless as was the Rajpoot cause, Perlap w^oidd not 

ow til at his Country was conquered, and deiermiued 
to strike one more blow for its independence* Nine 
years after the fall of Cheetoi'e he assembled si force of 
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H 22,000 men m tJjti Aravullj hilLsi^and attarked the Moow] 
H army of c^’Upati(Jn,eQ^amj>e(l on the pkmsof HaldmJmt 
^undar Prince ScLim, aiterwnrcls the Emperor Jehangim’ 
»jith great vigour and determination j the battle waa 
^ fiencey ootitestcd, but the defeat of the Eajpoota was 
V eomp en.; of the 22,000 warriors who descended into 
J|| the piaiua to attack the Mogul army scarce 1000 rt^ned 
H their fortresHGs.* 

W Tile escape of Pertap is a charming romance that some- 
■ what reuiinds one of the friendly nBcognitioti occasionalJj 
f interchanged between the Greek and Trojan warriors 
f before the walk of Troy. 

He had borne himself nobly in the figlit; and mounterl 
. on a dark grey cliaiger, fiunoua thmugJiout the counrir 
for Its beauty and oourage, he had forced Ids way to the 
royal elephant and dain the driver, although unable to 
reach the Prince Sdim; but yalour w'as unavailing 
against unequal odds, and at length, covered with wounri^i 
he was fijrced to fly unattended on the gallant steed 
that liad borne him through the terrible day ; Ida flight 
was ^rceived by two Mogul leadem of Selim's army, 
the chiefa uf Aruidriin and IQiorassan, who pursued him 
across the plain, closely followai by an unkuowu warrior 
who dashed unexpectedly from the ranks: the race wan 
a dose oue and watched with eager iinerest by die warriors 
of the Mogul host; already the gallant horae of Pertap 
was beginning to flag, and his escape to the TOOUntairia 
appeured impossible, when an iiiten'oniug gully hid both 
pursued and p^uers from riew; his death or capture 
appeared certain ; what then was the astonishuieiit of the 
Mogul army to see him emerge unpursued, whilst the un¬ 
known wanior retumeil oloue towards the army. Ho was 
immediately led before Selim and questioned as to the 
diraippearance of the two chiefs and the escape of Pertnp: 

' his answer was that Pertap had slain them and then 
espped. Selim, however, ilouhteil thk stoiy, and pledged 
liis word to forgive him if he would confess die truth; 
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llius ii£sqre(1» he coofesaed that lie was Sukta the brother 
of Penap, and that the two chiefs had fallen by lus hand. 
In early youth Pertap aud his brother Siikta had quar- 
relied r tiad the latter bad left He war and served imder 
Akbar. He was in attendance upon Prinee Selim at the 
liattle of Haldighat aud his heart was hardened towardjj 
his brother, but when he saw the blue horse ilyiug uiiat- 
tendetl, resentment ceased and afTection tuged him to 
foDow. “The burden of a kingdom,” said he, “wiison my 
brf>ther’8 shoulders, nor could 1 see his danger without 
defending him from it.” 

Sdim kept his word and distnissed him to his brother, 
with whom he afterwards did good service for ifewar. 

For many years after the defeat of Hnldighat, Pertap 
led the life of a hunted nniiual \ so closely was he fol¬ 
lowed, that four times the food actually prepared for him 
was abandoned for want of O[)portuiiiiy to eat it. lu his 
greatest miseiy his foititude remained unshaken, mid the 
admiration of Akbar was extorted by the account of a 
spy who Ibiind the Kujjjoot monarch and his chiefs seated 
lit 11 scanty meal, mainLaining all the etiquette observed 
in prosperity; the Kana bestowing the dish of honour 
on the most deserving, which, although in this instance 
consisting only of the wild fi'uits of the country, was re¬ 
ceived with all the reverence of better dap. 

The constancy of Pcilap met ita reward ut the hands 
of tlie chivalroui; monarch of HindiwUiii. He restored to 
him a portion of his territory, and allowed him to found 
the new city of Oodipur, The last few years of his life 
were spent in peace; but till the time of his* death he 
would never enter a. palace, fearing the love of ease would 
induce hun to foiget his duty to his country. 

He died enjoining a continuance of war to his son; 
and thus docs the able chronicler of Rajpoot heroism de¬ 
scribe his liiat moments. “ Pertap was lying on a wretched 
iMiUet in a lowly dwelling sun-ounded by his cliiefe, when 
a groan cscapctl him; iiiii uncle enquired ‘ what aJIlicted 
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Ilia aoiiJthnl it would not depart in peace?’ * It lingered,' cfi.u* 
he eaid, * for some cousolatoiy pledge, that hia countri 
^ should not be abandoned to the Turks,' but when his 1575. 
brave companions pledged themselves to giimantee the 
honour of his son, and swore by the throne of Oheetore 
t^t they would not permit mansions to be raised till 
Mewar had regaineil her independence, the soul of 
lertap was satisfied, and with joy he expired.” 


NOTES TO CnAPTER XIX. 
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DiKrs'G the years 157(j-7'8j fiiitl i), Akbiir waa chiefly ^ 
employed in Llie conqmHt of Bertgal, styled aJao the 
Paradise of Hegions, an uudertaking of no mean import- 
a ace when we coimder that its rider Eajah Mann Sing 
liud 2S0 sons, all of whom had erected hill forts, and 
were uitited in their support of their father. But 
Bengal W'a3 not singular In its number of strongholds, for 
it appetii'a that during Ahbar^s reign the number of f(jrti- 
hed places w'as very large; there being "in Bhidostiiii s- 
alone not leas tlmn 24 00 foi-tresaca of competent atrengtlu 

It was not only in the Decenn, Ilaj|xx>tana, and Ben¬ 
gal, that the armies of Akbar spread the glory of his - 
nnmp and the renown of his victorious inle. Cashmere, 
the garden of the world, was annexed during hb reign, 
and Cabul, Lahore, and Moultan, were numbered amongst ^ 
his twenty-two provinces. The power and dominion of 
Akbur were far greater than those of miy sovereign vrho 
had preceded him on the throne of Delhi. From the 
' Hindoo Elhoosh to the table hind of the Deccan, and- 
between the montlis of the Ganges and the Iiidua, his 
power was felt and acknowledged. 

There is nothing in the Eitat now at all rfsombling tlie * 
magiiificiincc of Akbar's court, and well may a patriotic 
native sigh over the hilien grandeur of his country, 1[| 



AKBAR'a COURT. S7T 

anJ jcwek he was doubtless the richeal inoTrarcIi 
of the world, and his state tkr cxoeedeil tliat of any 
former sovereign of HindostjHi. Although AJtbar ab¬ 
stained from meat on Fridays and SuiidayB, and on 
other days waa content with milh, enrtk, rice and turmeric, 
one hundred dishes were always ready to be served at 
u moment's notiee. 

Thirty millions sterling composed the imignificent rove- 
nues of this mighty prii3ce ; and thejagheers and soub;ihs 
bestowed, and resumed at will, amonnted to twenty mil¬ 
lions more. Three hundred thousand cavaiiy, the same 
number of iitfantry. and a thtjusand elephants, constituted 
the standing army that curbetl the (hmgerous ambition 
of his powerful nobles, mid enforced the Meiidshlp of 
foreign princes. 

The court of Akbar was the most splendid, as well 
as the mtxit polished, of the day \ the Itn'e O'f pomp and 
display distinguishes the Moguls alxjve every people of 
the East; and the priceless jewels and the tissues of gold 
and silver that graced the persons of the noblt^ and 
tlieir more than regal followings, often amounting to 
many tlioiLsands of armed retainers, caused Delhi and 
-Agm to resemble rather the resort of many friendly 
independent princes than the capitals of one mighty tuon- 
arch.' Under tiie enlightened patronage of Akbar hiin- 
eelf, and the emulation ol' ills princely subjects, genius 
received that .support and cneouragument without wliieh 
both arta and science die; and the presence of men of 
letters and learning, attracted from all the regions of the 
East, added the crowning jewel of wisdom to the court 
of Akbar, and combined to render hia capital the glory 
of the woi'ld and tlie WHjuder of man kin d. 

Uulike Eaber, who was an adventurer from liia youth, 
Akbnr was the lierediUliy sovereign of a great kingdom, 
and he sought hu! own renown, and the wealth and proa- 
perity of his people, not so much in those fierce wars of 
annexation by which lus iiucestors had gained foreign 
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mibjMte at the cost of tlie blaof.1 and live^ of their own^ 
a.^ by the steady, though gradual, amelioration that * 

from tlio cultivation of the arts of peace and civilization- ^ 
The secret of Akl>ar's great success, as the ruler of a divided'^ 
and tempest-4orti empire, li^^ in tlie broad noble paths of 
policy which he laid down for himself, ^ntii.l which he suf^ 
feren:! no personal faucy or family interest to overthrow. 
Strange as it may appear to us, tho cliief objects he kept 
bi view, Lti the selection of tlie goveniora of his numeroua 
jirovineeS;, were, fiTst, the welliirc of the kingdom and 
people to be govenved, and nest hia owi^ glory and re¬ 
nown. Tlie advimtage of the individual, whoever he 
might be, never for a moment weiglieil tkgaliist the good 
of the million j nor were private fortunes realised at the ■ 
expense of the federal glory of the state* His treatment 
of the 5 ?oubalis and governors of pravincess after tlicir 
upix>intnient, will strike ua as even more remarkable than 
the mode of their solecLioii. From the moment of their 
appointment they were subjeet to the closest superyislon^ 
ami a very correct account requirctl of their atewarch^hip \ 
indiflerenLO or inefliciency did not, slh now, boldly ^^ jar 
far above all criticisni; nor was negligence then encouragCil 
by the confidence that the same interest employed ti> ob¬ 
tain an appointment wonld be albsuflicieiit to suppress 
tmy subsequent censure or inquiry. 

Akbar removed the sent of government iVom^ Dellii to 
Agm, on account of the dilficuJty of nii\igating the Jumna 
in diy weather; the river was navigable all througb the ^ 
yoiiv up to Agra; but during the diy season a portion 
of its bed, to the extent of 150 acres, was cultivated 
iinnuallj% and yielded superior garden empa. 

Agra had been a city of importance before theMahom- 
medan conquest, and was spoken of in terms of admira¬ 
tion by the poets of Ghuznoe; and we have the authority 
of Jeluingire for believing that at tliig period it was the 
finest city in Tridia. The citadel built by Akbar waa nuig- 
nilieenti it was commenced in 15G3, and finished in four ^ 
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ycflrs; its rircuit was a miie, and in the size and immensit}" chap, 
of its stones it was truly EgypfiiiJi; whilst the delight of die - 

Oulofshawn, or roae-diffusing garden, erected by Baber, 
and adorned with the wild pine, die plane and the betel, 

W 1 I 3 long the boast of Hindustan. The magnificenoe of 
Akbar in adorning the city was limtated by his lords; 
they viud with each other in gorgeous erections, and it 
was ranked with Gwalior and Muttra, then esteemed as 
surpassing all the cities in the known world. The trade ot 
Agra was imme nse; Jehangire tcUs iia that “ for nearly 
eight months in the year, which is the dry season, not 
less than five or sis thousand horses daily entered the city 
from Ciibid and countries in that direction and such wan 
die rapidity of their sale, that not one could be knight 
the following day.” 

Here, overlooking the Junma, and protecteil from 
intrusive glances by a moat elalx>rate marble screen-work, 
w'as the hiircnii where the great Aklair secluded fiviui 
the vulgar gaze the ehoiocit licauties of die eastern world* 

AkWs harem numbered 7000 souk, 5000 of whom 
were women ; each had a separate room, and they 
received regular pay, varying, according to their beauty 
or other merit, from 600 to 1000 mpees per nion^. 

About twenty-four miles from Agni, in the direction 
of Delhi, Akbtir built a magnificeut paLicu on the summit 
of the sandstone hilk of Futtohpore Sikri. The walla 
CDclosing the royal palace, its ofhees uud courts, were sis 
mile?! in circumference, and had within their limits 
some of the highest ijoints of the Ehuitporo or Bixana 
range of bilk. Here Akbar kept his euormoufl hunting 
establishment and witnessed the fights of ivild animals, 
then a papular spectacle in the East. All that now rtv 
imdn to tell of the magnificence of the pleasnuace-house 
of the Mogul are scattoreil rains and cmliiinkmeuts, and 
the remains of a tank upwards of twenty miles in eir- 
cuniference. 

Till Akbar was tweuty-eight yeara of age he had no 
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BOOK iuak‘ child tLut dimrTvcd abovie an hour, anil in order 
^ ^1' ■ to propitiat«y Lucina, the goddess of babes, he mudo a 
pilgiimage on fi*ot, attended by all his court, from Agra 
* ' to Ajmere, a distance of upwards of 200 miles, at the rate 

of ten miles a day, to oAer up his vows at die tomb of a 
famous Dervish. 

It w’ould uppcuT the holy .man did not potass tlie 
charm desired by Akbar ; and the year following he took 
his favourite mistress to the house of iinolher famous 
a:dnt, Sheikh Selim at Bikri, and leilt her limt she might 
derive tJie neecssary benedt from the prayers of tliat holy 
man; here she remained several years, till ut length 
her faith or the im]>ortumty of the Sheikh was re^ 
warded, and she bore a son, who in honour of his 
spiritual father took the name of Sehm, and afterwards 
ascended the throne under the title of Jehangire. 
Johan^re always stjded himself Sheikh Selim’s slave, and 
in his honour had his ears bored, aud wore earnugs, dm 
budge of servitude. 

This WB^ not the only occasion on which the piety of 
jVkbar was rewarded iu the miraculous pix>ductlou of 
progeny; a short time before, his ilwourite son Daniel 
was bom in like uianner in the liouse of another holy 
Sheikh of the same name. 

A kbar was the exact contemjicrary of Queen BlizabetU 
of Eiighind; niised to tlie throne three years sooner, he 
was gathered to his fathers two years later than that Virgin 
Queen. During two centuries tire natives of Britain, 
amidst a rapidly progref^sbg civilization, looked back with 
pleasure to the ihiys of good Queen Bess ■ and amid the 
utter stagnation of eveiythitig that can ameliorate the 
lot of hunianily, the native of India has to this day but 
too good cause to reoiU with bitterness tlm days of plenty 
_ and prosperity enjoyed by liis ancestors under die great 
UmiHjror AkW. 

Queen Elizabeth ow’cd a great proportion of the re¬ 
markable success ol her reign to the administrative talents 
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ABU-L-FAZL ASD FE1J5E. 

I' of the great men who aerred her cro\TO ; whilst Akbar 
ll \va 3 :io less worthily seconded in bis noble endeavours to 
-^nnioliorate llie condition of his subjects by the devoted 
■ ^ tflleuts of two of the most enlighteued men that ever 
/ adorned an eastern court What Burleigh ajid liacim 
were to Queen Bess, what Sully wns to Henry Fourth, 
that Abu-1-Fazl and his brother Feize were to Akbar, 
at once the ministerH and coaiidunts of the sovereign, 
the favouiiUs of his hours of relaxation, tlie councillors 
of his kingly dudes, and the truthful historians of 
Ids reign : the first was the mewt enlightened statesman, 
and the second the most profound scholar of the day; 
and during a quainter of a century these adiairablc men 
• devoted their energies to fostering and giving life to the 
noble designs of their great master. In the works colled 
the Ayeen Ahhiuy, and the Akbar Nameh, the joint com¬ 
position of these two brothers, we have the most exact 
records of the popidatlon and religion, the arts mid 
sciences, revenue and produce of the country, together 
with the iniuutcst incidents connected witli the acts and 
sayiugs of that great king of the East. 

Abu-1-Fazl and Feize were the sons of a learned 
Museuiman, who from a Sunnee, or follower of the 
k Caliplis, became a Shia or disciple of Ali; nothing could 
^be more bitter tlvan the auimosity existing between these 
I* two sccia, and he was consequently exposed to the moat 
I galling persecution 5 Feize wiia the first Mussulman who 
i applied himself to a diligent study of Hindoo literature 
and Bcieuce j he pursued his studies under a learned 
Brahmin at the holy city of Benares. Thia Brahmiu 
believed him to be a neophyte of his own caste, and 
initiatetl him carefully into all the learning of the 
Brahmins; when, at length, he discovered his error, his 
^ despair was intense; he ])repRred the funeral pile to 
destroy Iiimself, having violat^ his most sacred oath b 
imparting the secrets of his caste to a stranger; it was 
1 only on Feize’s solemn promise never to divulge hia lore 
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HOOK* thnt he consented to live. From the twelfth year of his 
•—veign, to the year before his death, these two brothers 
inseparable Mends, advisen?, and companions of 
Akbar. The power of the pen w*iis great in the days of 
the Mc^ul, and it was a common saying in. Asia that the 
pen oi Abu-l-Fazl waa even more fatal ihan the sword of 
Akbar. 

The famous revenue system of Akbar, designed bv the 
Hindoo llsjnh Todali-Mul, and fiiUy described by Abil-1- 
FauL W'as founded oq the most minutely laborious eur^xy 
ever undertaken. It was intonded to effect three objects; 
first, to obtain a correct meiisuremeut of the land; secondly, ' 
to ascertain the amount of the produce of each measure, 
and to fix the proportioa that each ought to pay to the 
government; aud thirdly, u> settle an equivalent in money 
for the proportion so fixed. To effect this a new and most 
careful measurement of the lands was made, and the 
fairest possible average of value struck; every peculiarity 
of the district was taken into ooiisidemtion; the exact 
nature of every land of soil, the command of water, the 
security of the \illage, were all ciirofiilly ealeulated; aud, ^ 
that not even a sli^ow of complaint ahould eodet, the 
leather rope with which the surveys were ordinarily 
made, and which was apt to stretch with the dews of 
morning, and shrink with the midday sun, was chaugetl ' 
for a rod which was unaffected by like causes. * 

The assessment wa-s one third of the produce of the 
soil, and the comniiitatiun was fixed at an average of ^ 
produce for nineteen years; but every iuhiij W’ho thought 
the a^essment chiinied too hi^i, could inaiat on an actual 
nieasuremcDt aud division of the crop, and might pay in 
kind if lie'coDsidcretl the commutation unfair. 

The settlements were at first annual, but wore aftcnvartla 
changed to ten ytijira, and at the same time aU vexations ^ 
feCE and taxes to officers were abolished. 

Akbar deatroyetl the whole system of middle-men, and 
with one atroke of hia pen swept away the ixiymeut of 
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many taxes on the necessnrios of life. Li the seventeenth chap. 
i year of liLs reign the taxes on oil, salt, sugar, and perfumes, - 

1 on copper utensils, tjn linen and 'tt'oollen cloths, on fuel 
1 and grass, in fact everything the trot most used for food 
aud raiment, were repealed; only those articles the rich 
used, iind could pay for,were still taxed; dephiints, camels, 
horses, silken stuffs, warlike weapons, sheep and goats, all 
paid 1 per cent. There was neither salt-tax nor spirit-tax, 
ajid the tax on opiiun, which is now consideretl a pilltu 
of wealth, but whicli is in reality a monument of shame, 
was unknown to hint. 

Under the old Hindoo regime, the land-tax, as we have 
before seen, was ^th or IG per eent. Shere, the Affghiin, 

• raised it to ^th or 25 per cent,; whilst Akbar increased it 
to ^rd or 33 per ceiiL ; but Abu-1-Pazl asserts that owing 
to superior mauangenient, Ak1>at's taxatiou was in 
reality the least oppressive.® The abolition of so many 
indirect taxes natumlly dimiiiished the nominal revenue 
of the country; but It also diinmiahed the defalcations 
ill realising it; so that, whilst the profit of the state re¬ 
mained nearly the same, the pressure on individuals was 
much lessened. 

From time immemorial, the Hindoo land-tenure haa 
been between the ryot and ze tnii»l;ir ; the , ryot got 
enough profit to keep him till next hui-vest, whilst the re- 
mmuder was etorcfl up in the granaries of the zemindar. 

The Mogul Tiirtere, when tliey oonquerwl India, extended 
this system of iiecesaaiy policy throughout the country; 
instead of seizing the Linds of the i anquishcfl, they eon- • 
flrmeil tiiem in their possession ; the numbers of the con¬ 
querors bearing no proportion to the eonquere<l, edf- 
prescnp'ation obliged Llicm to resiile together, at id to hold 
the sword in their hands ; had they*scatteretl apart, and 
_ attempted to settle in different provinces, they would soon 
have censed to be a people, and their power woukl have 
been broken pieoemeaL Thty retained therefore tlieir 
tniUtary as dL^tinct irom their proprietary character; 
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BWK when they reduced u province, they made the taxeis paid 
J®. die invariable rule of their imp^stu; 

tlie people almost uawiElingly changed their goventment; 
but the dnmge was a beneficial one ; it was the suhtidtn-^'^ 
tion ty£ a mild (L^afjotbfin for a fierce exacting tyranny 
I he territory of Akbar did not nearly equal in extent 
our own, for we c^uot allow that his possessions of Cabul, 
Oude, and Lahore, were at all equivalent in value to the 
Deocmi, iim\ the whole of the Madmisii presidency; but 
there is ample cause to believe that liis revenues were 
much larger, and liis taxation leas grinding. 

Whatever may Lave been the faults of Akbar’s revenue " 
system, there is Uttle doubt that the country increasetl as 
much m value and prosperity during liis reign of fifty * - 
years, as it has decreased during our domination of one 
Imiiilred, The land-tax; of Akbar amounted to twenty- 
five millions, ours to twenty-one; his assessment never 
e^wtled 33 per cent., ours frecjuentlv exceeds G(l; the 
whole* twenly-five millions that sw^ed lus revenues 
were sooner or later rUstributed over the coimtiy - of the 
twenty-one millions that form our Indian revenue an 

annual sum of five millions comes to this countiy never 
to ijEtuni* 


The returns procured by Akbar and Abu-l-Farl were 
actually iutended to illustrate tlie true condition of tin? ' 
conntiy; lo exhibit the actual wmits and requiitmenls of 
his subject, aiid to ascertain tlie most practical plan for 
them amelioration; they were designed to remedy abuses, - 
and to expose misinde; and where these did exist they 
were laid bare without favour or affection. Tlie 4yeeu 
Akba^^ and the Institutes of Akbar, were written by 
Tme m the fortietlj year of Akbar’s reign, aud the power, 
terseness, and simplicity of those annals founded on facts, 
cemented by honesty and surmounted by ti-uth will 
mdeed appear marvellous to thoise accustomed to seek ^ 
tor truth through the maze of circumlocution and 
detail that mystifies the officiid publjcfition 3 of our day 




) 

r ^ 

SYSTEM OK EDUCATION. 285 

WTiiLst tLe enlighteutMl Fetze clii\>iiiclcd the impurtfiQt ciLU*, 

, events, Cfilitlc^ed the resources aod procluctioiis the ■ 

country and the people, and diew up those truthfiil re- 
► ^H>rts in accordance with wlndi oppressive taxes were 
lowered or abolisbcti, religious toleration enjoined and 
enforced, and justice and sccuriiy eusuretl alike to the 
prince and the peasant, the innocent and the guilty { his 
brother, Abu-l-FazI, established schools all over the coun¬ 
try, ill wliich the natives were taugJjt the aria, literature 
and histoty of other nations, in btwjks traushtted into their 
own language by the exprrss connnand of the Emperor. 

» In ilie schools Akbar foiinded, everyone was educated 
according to his circumstances and distinct views of life : 

^ lie tlid not foolishly presume to uislst upon the superiority 
of his ownhmgu^e over all others spoken in his dominiorifi; 
he (lid not require the tbousainls to learn the language of 
one before thej^ could profit by his knowledge; biit he re¬ 
quired that one should leom the language of the thousands 
that he might instruct them. He did not shut the door 
of knowledge to all who could not enter in by tlie narrow 
gate of Ids oivu vernacular; it was not the learning of 
the parrot, the repetition of mere words, timt he wTshed 
to impart to his subjects; he knew that if he wished to 
civilize and ameliorate the masses it must be by informa- 
- tion and education, imparted in iheir own hmgnage; not in 
that of the conquerors. 

It was not then, aa now, iiecesaary for the student to 
^ devote long yeara to the study of the strange and difficult 
limguage of his rulers before he could profit by their 
literature. The poetry of Persia, tlie learning of Arabia, 
together witli die tlieology and science of the wise men 
of the W cst, were translat^l into the numerous hinguagea 
spoken by the several nations of his subjects; and in diat 
foiTO tlie page of ciiidlization was not, as now, legible to 
* the lew, but one which all who ran might read. 

Noble SIS were the politiiail principles and conduct of 
Akbar, the quality wdiich, in a Mussulman, sliikes us with 
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UTOK the fitlinimtiott is Lhc remorkuble diapliiy of 

reliyiaufl lolcmtion that obtoiiiea for him tho pmudest 
, A j. ^ goForeign imn earn from snbjoctfl of a tliviiled faith, 

tliat of “the guflrdiim of mankind.” Although Timonr * 
tljQ Tartar was a famous Shia, or worshipper of Ali, his 
descend^ts Teiy soon became Sunnees, or belieTers In 
the Caliphs. Those rival sects Jmtcd eimh other with 
bitter hatred, and many have been the bloody oontegts 
between them. 

Ahbnr himself was a Deist, and had no sympathy with 
the intolCTOUCe of Ms cotintryniGn about mutters of no 
nmteriid import^ee, He was excessively liberal in reli¬ 
gious mattura, professing openly that, in his opiiiion, God 
could oiily be worshipped by following reason, and not 
by yielding implicit faith to any revelation. He was tba " 
hrst sovereign of Ipdia who made no distinction between 
Hind^ and Mussulmans in those he raised to honour: 
he aimed at being tlie sovereign of a uiiitetl people; 
and to reconcile the anUigonisticcreed^f his subjects, and 
to make both religions less tyrannicaljtnd less oppressive 
he c^nstitut^ himself heatl of the church and pixmiulo^mHl 

’ ** S his 
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As regarflcd the Mahommedan religion, he commanJed 

that fasts, piJgriinagea, public won^h^p, should - 

1)0 optional I ho removed the penalties on the use of 
unclean animals, tlie modeiate use of wine, and on 
fuming and dice, and drenmdsion iva.^ not allowed till 
t!ie age of twelve, when the person was old enough to 
judge of jts use. ^ 


jU r^inled the ITmdoos, he forbade the slaughter of 
all animals for sacrifice, trial by ordeal, marria^ before 
be age of puberty, and the burning of widows against 
their will; he also permitted widows to mnnw a second 
time contrary to Hindoo kws. 

Aklat took a gi„rio,^ 

to worship God in whatever form their reason or 
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their imperfect lights ctmbieii them to see him. Ho tlid 
Tvot, us mimy of the greut and mighty in the world Iiave 
done, and been canonized for it too, enter a dark room with 
the dnz^ding light of religious intolerance in one Land and 
the sliar]} swoiilof persecution in the other, imd smite and 
revile all who did not at once see as he did. 

Sending one day for the HuUivh 6hea»-al*Dien, a very 
celebrated divine of Persia, mueli respected for his 
abilities aad purity of life, lie asked him, “whidi was the 
best of all the various sects of Islam ? ” He replied, “suppose 
a gi^t monarch to be aented in a palace with many gates 
all leading to 1 e, and through whichever you enter, you 
see the Sultau' imd can obtain admission to his presence; 
your business is with the Prince and not with those at Lis 
gate i ” signifying that it was a matter of utter indiflerenco 
^vho kept the door, whether Mullah, Pralimin, nr Priest, or 
by which door you entered, so long as it led to the throne. 
Akbar wishing to elicit naother argument in siipjport of 
liberal doctrine, asked him “ wdiich in his opinion was the 
best of all fhitli ? ” He replietl that, “ the best man of every 
faith, in hiri idea, followed the best faith.” 

Tlie progress of Mohammedanism in some parts of 
India was very slow, and at this period the name even of 
IshiTU ivBs proscribed in Benares. The great mass of 
Akbar's Enbjeeta were Itiiidooe; their supple creed 
might bend before the whirhvind of Moslem faiiaticisui, 
but it alwap sprang erect again when the storm w^as 
past: they never attempted to increo-se the number of 
their own rebgion, or to mterferc with tlmt of tlieir 
fellow subjects; and except lu eases of extreme op¬ 
pression and exasperation, they seldom Bupportt^d their 
belief with the sword, or turned on the heel that crushed 
them. A people so numerous and so completely swayed 
by a heircditary prirathood could only be happily governed 
ly conciliating the good-wili of the priestly caste, and 
by securing to them tlae free exercise of the rites aud 
ceremonies of their fiiith. 
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ifoos Under the weak jind iujudieioua pretlecessore of Baber, 

. ... Moslem intolerance Itnd gained Iiead, ami die influence 

A,b.l579ii ami wealth of the FCndoo faith propovtioimtelj'decreasetl; 

blit the beneficent feign of Akbnr immediatelj re-estab* ^ 
lished the rightful equality; and whilst all vmmtioua 
imjwsta, that inipoirerished the shrincei, irritated the pritist- 
htxxl, or interfered, with the enjoined pilgrimage of the 
woishippers of the Hindoo Trinity, were abolished, the 
contentment of the great inasai of his people was insure], 
anti the filith by which alone more than one hiitidred 
luillioas looked for salvation, was pcrmitterl to flourish, 
free from the taunts and Indignities of the hitherto < 
triumphant creed, 

Dut it must not be supposed that his liberal polity was ^ . 
inaugurated without much bitter animosity amongst the 
bigoted omrahs of Ak[>ar's court The following letter 
to his son Prince Selim, afterwards the Emperor Jehangiie, 
who nigged him to persecute tlie Hindoos and destroy 
their temples, remains :ia a noble testiniouy of Lis liberality, 
and of the bitter spirit of pei^eculion he haJ to curb. 

“My dear child.—I find myself an omnipotent sovereign, 
the shadow of God upon earth. I have seen, that he ^ 
bestows the blessings of liis gracious providence upon iJl 
his creatures v^ithout distinction. HI should I discharge 
the duties of my exalted station, were I to withhold my - 
compssrioQ aud indulgence from any of tliose eutiiisted 
to ray charge ; with all the humaTi race, with all of Goil's 
creatures, I am at peace; why then should I permit 
myself under any cousideration to be the cause of molesta- 
tioii and aggression to any one ? or besides, ore not five 
parts in six of mnukiad either Hindoos or aliens to the _ ^ 

faith ? and were I governed by motives of the kind 
suggested in yonr enquiry, what alternative can I liavo 
but lo put them all to death ? I have tliought it therefore 
my u-isest plan to let these men alone; neither h it to be ' 
fbigotten, that the cUas of men of whom we are S|ieaking, 
iu common with the inhabitants of Agra, are usefull’y 



r- \ 

AOAR'S TOLERA^^Ce. 

engaged either in the pursuits of sdenre, or the arts, or chap. 
of improveineut? for the benefit of niaakiud, and have in , ^ 

^ numerous cases aimed at the liigliest distinction in the a.h. 
State} tliere being to be found in this edty men of every lCOO- 3 , 
description and of oveiy religion on the face of the 
earth.'* 

In accordance with hia principles of perfect toleration, 

Akbar allowed the Jesuits to build churches in Agra 
and Tjaliore, and even endowed colleges. Not content 
with esxtetiding perfect toleration in reli^ous matters 
to’ all clii-sses of his subjecla, his strong intcUecit took 
* considerable interest in the doctrines and disputes of tlie 
several Moslem, Christiim, and Hindoo schools of thco- 
* logy; and he found especial delight in encouraging, and 
listening to the learned discuBsiona carried on, between 
astute Braltmins and keen Jesuits, and the scornful 
Moslems of his own intolerant fiiith, who by his express 
command, frequently assembled to discuss their seveiM 
articles of faitli in his presence. He took a secret 
pleasure In exiweing and laughing at the violence and 
intemperance that on all sides niiirked these verbal exer- 
citations. 

On [>iie occasion, when three Jesuit misaionaries from 
^ Ooji iinivcd at Agra, to discuEs certain doctrinal difficul¬ 
ties, with the Mullahs, before the Emperor in person, he 
appears to have pitted them agmiist each other much in 
the same manner as he would his elephants, in whose 
ponderous combats he took so much delight. He began 
bv informing the startled missionaries, that on eminent 
Mullah had undertaken to leap into a burning fiery furnace, 
witliout any other defence than the Koran he eairieti 
in his hand, and expressed a hope, that in order that 
the discussion might commence on equal terms, one of 
_ their number would display a aimihi,r amount of confi-' 
deuce in the Ilible. At first the missionaries ghrani from 
lliis unexpected prtwf of confidence, and modestly but 
finnlv derluied the un won ter! “ aut(f-da-/e” It was only 
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when irrltatet.! beyond endurance by the taunts henped 
upon them by the tnumphunt Mullahs, and beginning to 
suspect diat the very common game of “ brag” liad been 
studied in the schools of Agm, to the full as much os in 
the other parts of the woritl, that they agreed t*> the terms t 
with this difference; that inste<ad of rashly leaping into 
the furtmec, they should deliberately walk in, in company 
with the Mullahs, each bearing aloft the emblem of his 
faith. The ^lullahs, who with all their uuiueasured viru¬ 
lence, do uot uppeur to have possessed the complete con- 
fidence in their creed, exhibited by the *150 piophets of 
B:ial on a similar occasion, now in their turn declined 
the ordeal, replying only by a torrent of abuse, which 
the Emperor found it necessiiry to check. 

Although Akbar gave his full sup^iort to the genend 
Ciith of the Hindoos, there were some obsen ancea of their 
religion, the injustice tmd inhumanity of which roused 
his strong opposition. By the most active personal exertions 
he suppressed all involuntary Suttee; and on one occasion, 
hearing that a Hindoo Itftjiili of great power intended 
forcing his son a widow to mount the funeral pjxe, he rode 
in hot baste a long distance, in order by his presence bo 
stay the intended fsicrifice. “ Euuuemorial custoni," says 
the Institutes of Mctiu, " is tmnscendant law, npprovetl in 
the sacred scriptures, oncl in the code of divine legislatoia ; 
let eveiy (me therefore of tlie three prind^ml dosses, who 
has a duo revGrence for the supreme spirit which dwells 
in him, diligently and constantly observe innncmoiial 
ciislom."’ Suttee luis this mumsw^emble recommendation 
of immemorial custom; and nothing but force w'ill ever 
completely suppress an observance sanctified by such an¬ 
tiquity, and eo plainly enjoined by their religion, as the 
immolation of high caste llindoo women ou the limeml 
pyre of their husbands : and iudeed Hindoo widows have 
not much choice in the matter: tiicir future h so utterly 
miserable and hopGlp.s9 if tliey neglect this barbarous ob¬ 
servance, and BO bletised if they resjtect it, that then? are 
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few wilo hesitate long on the subject. According to the 
Genttro laws, every woman who thus burns shaU remain in 
paradise with her husband three crore and fifty kca of 
- years ^ wliiiat those who neglect it arc ordered to out off 
their hair, atst away their ornamenk. preserve inviolable 
chastity, and to labour in the service of their children; 
and even then their future is not secured.* A woman 
who becomes Suttee after the death of her husband ob¬ 
tains panlon both for her own and her husband’s ain.^ 
so that they may both remain long in partidise ; and 
even if the husband should have gone to hell, “Just as 
a snake diarmor dra^vs out a snake from his hole, so 
wotdd the woman draw her husband out of hell, and place 
him m paradise." As a devout follower of the amorous 
prophet of Mecca, who out of hui seventeen wives made 
choice of sixteen widows, Akbar abolished all lecal 
difficulties about the marriage of widows amongst the 
Hindoos, and tried U> ensure to them the same itiatri- 
mo^ chauces as their spinster fellows; but against the 
prqudice of 3000 years ^veu he could effect little: neither 
argumeuts nor force could ever make the Hiudooa recog- 
mac as admissible a union forbidden by all the most 
revered articles of their faith, or to abandon a custom 
Eunctified to them by immemorial custom. 

The last few years of Akbar's reign were embittered, 
by domestic c.-ilamities; the death of his eldest and 
favourite son Daniel by drink ; the rebcUionof his second 
son Selim; the death of ii’efre; and the cruel murder of 
his dear friend Abn-l-Fazl. 

The death of Prince Daniel of drink, at the age of thirty 
offers a remarkable Ulustmtlon of the ruling passion 
strong in death. Daniel, like his father, was a famous shot, 
and had a favourite gim called “ JennauKah, the bier," 
because he never missed with it. Like hia brother Selim 
and indeed most of his race, he was a desperate drunkard’ 
and being seized with an attack of delirium tremens at 
Hurhampore, he was closely watched, and instant death 



29i 


TOE PBI5CES OP INDIA. U 


BfiOK 

11 , 


A.D. 

1 CTO-3, 



Qirciiteuod ftgaluHt whoever alidiild give liim the [loisun 
he craved ; til’ler trying every means to elude the Wiiteh- 
falness of liia Mends, he at length tempted one of hlsguaids 
by a large bribe to conceal some spirit in the barrel of Jen- 
naiizah aixl bring it to him; this last debauch caused his 
death, and hia lavouvite gun thus literally became hia bier. 

The g^ef of Ahbar at tlie death of the faithful and 
aeconipllshed Ecize is thus loucliingly described \ “ It 
was rddiiight when tlie news reached him that Feize was 
dying! he hastened to his aparlments but found him 
already insetiaible; he raised liis liead and called out to 
him with a familiar term of endearment, ‘Shethji, I have 
brotjght All the Physician to you, why do you not speak 
Finding he received no answer, he throw his turban on 
the ground, and burst into the sirongeat expressions of 
sonxiw. ^V hen he had recovered his composure, he went to 
Abu-l-Fazl, who had withdrawn from the scene of death, 
and remained for some time endeavouring to console h ini 
befone he returned to his palace.” ® 

But it was the desitii of Abu-1-Fazl that put the finishing 
stroke to tire domestic calamities of Akbar. A report was 
industriously circulated by the enemies of this great man 
that he was poisotiiug tJie pure fountain of Isbimism in the 
heart of Akliar, This was an excuse for a revenge on a 
stem and tmublesome mentor that was too tempting for 
the honour or duty of Prince Selim: he employed 
ALidhucar Jali, a Rajpoot adventurer, to alay the aged 
Miuister, ami bring his head to Court. The murder of a 
powerliil Vizier is no uiifrcqiieut occnriencc In Eastern 
courts, but it is not often we find n eon glorying in Ijein" 
the asMiSiiin of Ms father's most beloved friend ; 3 ‘ct that 
such was the conduct of Selim ia known from hia own 
cruel IjoasL In his autobiography we find these words : 
« Actuated by these rcasona,''{viz. a tear that Abu-I-Fazl 
was weakeuiiig jVkbar’s Moaltan intolerance,) “ it waa that 
I uiiiploj'cd t[ie man who killed Abii-l-Fnzl and liroiiglii 
hLi head to lue.” ° 
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'™ “soo™! of his 

• guilt, and even mndB the sad occasiou mi opportunitr A-u.lCOi 

r “ Tr 

LiniL iiftcJ ceJiised between them. 

before die death of Akbar, Qneen Elizabeth 
di,‘.pitclie{l thcEtigU?h couaul at Constantinople overland 
i- India witli an autograph letter to the Great Mmu], 
e >L, It.ng certain trading privilegea: but the Jesuits, alnSdy 
linnly fixed in India and jealous of any European inter- 
ferenee, frustmbKl all Mb ellbrts, and raade his jouTiiey of 
Tto avaA A fewyeaps aftemards, however, the Endish by 
special invitation of the native princes, formed an establish¬ 
ment on the coast of the Q^rnatic, about sixty miles from 

Mm, and m 1653 a further grant was obtained and 
rort dL George erected. 

It has lieen observed that die happiest raigns furnish 

J^t twenty years of the reign of the great Emncror 
1 us^tes the ^Lb of this remark. During that |^riod 
the countij enjoyed a profound peace that was liitherto 
a stranger to Hiudostan - the sovereign himself harl ex^ 
changed he pursmts of war for those of peace and good^ - 
bant seclusion of his royal pdace on die 

if at Agra, or wandering amongst tim 

om bv trees in the splendid gartlefs laid 

out by Hnnnuoon his Mher, he devised those wise counsela 
and benevolent beta that revived the fertility of an Ini- 
^vensheil land .^d roused the energy of a crushed race 
riie energetic efibits of an enlightened monarch like 
Akbm-, cnjoyuig the revenues of upwards of twenty 
pm^wos and delighting in the progress and prosperi J 
of Ms subjects extend^ over a lengthened period o^ 
fifty yeart, could not fad to effect a vrondrous and lastimj' 
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aoK whicli peace and security, plenty and improvement, succeed 

__ to the blaslang contention of many dynasties of restless 

1605< nsurping tyrants. No wonder that to this day the 
glory of the great Shah Jumga Mahommed Akbar, the 
Victorious, is sung as more than mortal, and hla wealth 
and power exaggerated by the traditions of lliose to 
whom his ptower and justice bad ensured the hitherto 
tmkuown bleasmgs of peace and security. 

But whoever comes to the feast of life must drink the 
cup of death; dread Atropoa with her sharp scissors 
divides the thread of life, that her sisters have so carefully 
spun, with the same indifference, whether it is that of the 
greatest monarch or the meatieat slave t tlie benefactor 
or tbe curse of tlie human race- 
Akbar was now getting old, hia course was nearly run, 
and finding his diasoluliou at Imnd, he devoted his remain¬ 
ing hours to words and works of benevolence and mag¬ 
nanimity. Sending for Iiis son Selim, he desired him to 
dispatch a messenger to summon every Ameer without 
exception to his presence; ** for I cannot endure," said 
he, ‘‘that any misunderstanding should exist between 
you and those who for so many years have shared 
in my toil, nnd been the associates of my glory.” After 
wistfully regarding them all around, he entreated 
them that they would bu^ in oblivion all the errors of 
which he could be justly accused; then desiring Selim 
to draw near, he threw his arms about hia neck and 
addressed him in the following terms: “ My dear boy, 
take this my last farewell, for here we never meet again: 
beware thou dost not withdraw thy protecting regard 
from the secluded in my harem ; that thou continue the 
same allowance of subsistence as was allotted by myself; 
although my departure must cast a heavy gloom upim thy 
luind, let not the words that are past be at once forgotten. 
Many a vow and many a covenaot have been exchanged 
between us; break not the pledge which thou hast given 
me i forget it not Beware! many are tbe daims I have 
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upon ihy soul Be tliey greiit or be they email, do not 
tliou Ibiget tbcDi. CtiU to tby remembrance my deeds of 
^ marlM glory: foi^gei not the exertions of tliat bounty 
that distributed bo many a jewel; my ser>'ants and den 
pendants when I am gone do not tliou foi^ct, nor the 
afflicted iu the hour of need : ponder 'word ftm word on 
all that I have said. Do thou bear all in mind, and again, 
fotlget me not,” On the night of Wednesday lOtli of 
October, 1605, when one watch and four sections of the 
night were pi9t, in the sixty-fourth year of his age and the 
fiftieth of his reign, the soul of Akbar Shah, the Omainont 
of the Worid, the Asylum of Nations, King of Kings, 
the Great, Fortunate, and Victorious, took flight to the 
• realms above, llonour is his escutcheon, and the love 
of succeeding generations has embalmed hi name. 

^Tlie funeral of Akbar was worthy the niugnifleence 
t-f his Empire and the glory of hia titles. Selim and 
his three sons bore the cuflin out of the gates of tlie 
^stle : here Selim left it, and his eons and the power- 
lul officers of his household, relieving each other, bore 
it to Secundra on the banks of the Jumna, a distance 
of tour miles ^ where to this day, under a gorgeous tomb, 
erected at an espense of 1,800*0001, tlio remains of the 
great monarch rest. 

Akbar was the glory of tlie Mogul race, and stands 
Without a rival in the history of Hindostan; the length 
of his reign, the wondrous splendour of his court, Uie 
purity of his domestic administration, and the dignity 
of his foreign policy, renewed to the du^y people of Hin- 
dostan a golden period of peace aud prosperity rimilar 
to that enjoyed by the citizens of Dome under the be¬ 
neficent rule of the Antonines. He was the noblest 
sovereign that ever mounted a tliroiie, whether in East 
Or West; his Immanity, Justice, energy, temperance, 
generosity, and splendid courage present us with a type 
rare indeed in the kingly caste; hia justice knew no 
distinction of i>et 80 tis; hia generosity no bounds ; his 

D 4 


CIMR 





fElE pamCEa OF OTDIA. 


BOOK 

II. 




t2DS 

integrity had no reserve: ** he never,” he said, knew a 
wan to loee liim.w ir m a straight road.*’ So iinretuitting 
Avere hia hibonrg for the good of liis subjects, that taking 
day and night together, he seldom slef)t more than four 
hours: Im consideration for all about bitn was extreme, 
and we read Lliat at one of his most important eaunciliii, 
Qeilig Begum, his old nurse, was present by his express 
d^re. His personal courage was of that daring nature 
that distingubhed his grandfather Baber: he took de¬ 
light in dangers that were Lotj great for ordinary mortals; 
his sports and his exercises were marked by the same 
exuberant vigour: he would ride from Agra to Ajmir, 
a distance of 220 miles, in two days for pleasure: in the 
combats and taming of wild elephants he took eajxscial 
delight, and he would frequently spring from the back of 
a titmc elephant to timt of the mi^st furious and refrac- 
lory, known to have killed many a keeper; imd on 
some occaaione, when the ajumal was too furious to 
admit of any approach, he has dropped from a wall or 
tree on the neck of the enraged bemt: courting the 
rage of the forest king, he was equally daring with the 
lord of the jungle; on several occasions lie attacked 
and slew a royal tiger unassisted, and once seeing a 
tigress with live young ones on the road before him, lie 
spurred on Lis horse, and before she could spring upon 
him, stretched her dead with one blow across tlie loins. 

Daring and rash in action, successful os a partuan, and 
exposing his life on idl occasions with the raekless 
chivalry of his grandfather Baber, he possessed in n for 
higlier degree the imperatoria^ the qnaliScatious of a 
great commander, and the genius of a wise king. The 
most brilliant annals of chivalry can offer nothing more 
conspicuous than the following anecdote: on one ocoa- 
sion he had given the oriler fbr the assault of a strong 
fortress, and was himself liaiding the attack, when a 
haughty young Eajpoot, indignant at some fancied alight 
of the Emperor, tore off his armour and declared he 
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woukl go ill to action without any. Without a momeat'a chap. 
hesittiLion, Akbar divi*sted hirosulf of his own fleftiiiEive . 
amour, saying Le wuIJ not allow his chiefs to be more 
€X|x>3ed thnn liiraseif. 

Oil anotlier occosion, when besieging the citadel of 
Daood, a rebdlious Ilajah, he becaine impatient of delay 
and chalienged him to single combat \ sjiyitvg, ** Though I 
Iinve a tliausand in my army as good men as yovi, nithor 
than faiigtie my troop with a siege, I wiU put the whole 
upon the issue of a single combat between you and nie ; 
and let liim take tlie fort who shall best deserve it, " 

His exploits in war eclijjsed those of any former hero 
of Hindostan. Oad In complete armoiir, with lance in 
• hand, and Ins smiting sciinitar, the coiiQuest of empires,*’ 
by liis sidei mounted on his noble steed Kopnrali, tlmt di 
not quail before the charge of an infuriated elephant, his 
was indeed the aspect of a dcmi-god ; and the nnging war- 
cry of “ Alla hu Akbar,” wiili vi'hlch Ids princely Emira 
followed Iiim to a charge, that scattered his foes like a 
thunderbolt from lieaveu, was enough to rouse the 
kei’oes of the Walhnlla from tlicir cups, 

Ihe pcrtun of Ak.bar is thus described by hia son Selim : 
lie \v;ia tall in stature, of a ruddy nut-bromi c-otnplexioii; 

^ his eyes and eyebrows dark, the hitter runnifig across into 
eswh otJier; liandsome in his exterior, he had the strength 
ot a lion, which was indkated by the extraordinary, 
brearlth of his chest and length of IiLf anng: on the whole 
his extorior was most captivating.® A black mole wMt:h 
he had on his nose, was declared by thaw skiDed in the 
science of physiognomy to prognosticate an dstraordiuaiy 
preer of good fortune; ueillicr indeed could he be con¬ 
sidered very unfortunate, who sounded the great drum of 
sovereign power for a period of frfry years over the whole 
of liiiidostan, aud that without'U"rival or nu opponent.’*" 
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NOTES TO ClLiPTEIi XX. 

* SomET lilEatiiAj 1 m fcinned of the power of the eubjecta of ^VJf bnr^ from 
IL the fuct tK«t iLt hifi d-eAlh ooe noble, Ilbui lljlitim hrul twenty tbooiSAud 

^ I'foV retainera, af tho JlajpooL Iribfiu, In mid alwut the city, ready aL n. runs' *' 

*■ *' muia t'a bdlJec to eSGeuto hia iiligfbtesE wiah. 

* It nrniuDwl for Hritlah CGU^taGmrfli tv-i ih the hAv-np pA in hand atid the 
Bible in the other^ to double nml ([uiulniplB Uw e:tsictiona of their Hindiw nr 
Mu^rul pirtideceaJOMp and in'itfam iifiy yeaii to ridae the diruct tin on land 
to thbj qabeord-of amoirnt of tlfl per eoeLj in addition to a most opprefaivo 
ay&ttm of indirect taxatioiL 

* Sgb Jkrtf^ufrv ^ jlfcNiif chap, L eect. lOS- 
In the orientfll coIlectii.mr there La a puLniin^ frum the life of an Indian 

faldre^d s in explatioii of hor pu^Llhiiiiinity, in not dDjin" to bum with her 
hniibimd^ fibc mapked In coneume life by ilow ber body being 

mapended ftom n tree by a rope poAdn^^ onder hw wms, niad wasted by the ^ 
fimakn qf A Jlra buridii^ j iia^L beneAth her; ebc id dtindip^ nn one footj the 
other being Usd np. 

The Suttee wna oltoerred Jimongat the northern nadetiB; Nimiia 
conaumed in tbe same die with tho body of hor huebandi “ Bnldor the 
BaAntiral/' one of Odm'a compimionR. 

DiodoruigiYefl AH aocDAnt of jtn IMLin womoq who burmid heraplf with the 
body of bor bnebond, in the army of Enmenea. Sbo disbributed all her 
bangl» Kid jewels to htsr fcEinila f the wbde aocoLint reads ns if It otwa^d 
yestAfday^ 

Theri# Are two ■wata of performing Suttee in India. In the Soutls they 
need to % a pit about ten feet long and m broad, And fill it with lo^w af 
wood ; cme gr^ piece is set ai the brim of tha pll reedy to foil in at the 
pulling of a atring; the wood la aatnmtod with butter* oil* And then iho ^ ^ 
hufllMUMl'a oorpoft k plAOed lipoq it* and it la a^t on firEj; it bloZBfi LutAutlT. The 
widow takes leave of her friends und n^tianB, wilks ihHsa or four limea 
lotuid tho gtavc to Iha sound uf tram pets and hautboys, then jumps into tbe 
fiame, when a Bmhinin pullH tho stn^* down foDs ^e boam of wood* and., 
all is eonsuined togothar. ^ 

la tha other caw^ r pit fa mAdo, tho widow moemts the pile^ and senta 
hsnelf with har husband 9 bead in her lap* whtm the pile is llght^, and ^he 
id cnnaqmed Toij slowly. 

The wtnd Acf^c^ in Sinscrlt means w«/. ^ 

Every voman ta?o who bMOmea a Suttee, ahonld sbo aguin Mamo 
corp<.iifial form, would hava that of a man not that of a wcvnuni ^ but if she 
did not become a Sutleo, she would cavor in the ninlms of Motemp^choeis i 
}um any nthcr Wy but that of a wnomn. It le couadfcuod tbe duty of b 
wonijin to enter the flin in which her hiiaUnd is burning, imlew she be 
piegnint. A Brahmin's wife must Lunj with her husband in this same 
md so become Sntten^ oLhere may bum el^ewhmv. It in tn?t onujiidered 
right, hoTTtwmr^ to force a wnniah into the fim j and in Like niaimeir,i a woniiuj 
during to become a Snttee is not to be hapt Lack &om her purpose, 

Tbc doctoni have said that the ori^dnsl iutirntum of the right*, of Suttee 
wa^ thnt^ the womui Hbeulilj after the dnath of htu busibeindj corwume 
^Er desirce, and tbua din to tbe worldj iMLTore her natnial dcathi for in 
the language of myiiarijm woman means tfeitrp.aiid tbo Intention in that she 
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flbnuid oat mwiT her not tlmt she ahould throw herst^f as a dead 

CQJCSbs Csto the fire, which is ■hfi mlnah lp/^ 

Thu fAiuak^ Job ChiiinnckT Com^mufn aycot in in l(JOO, rode nut 

flue ta witnesa i Sntteer The jraung widow was fair to looifc ujpon pirti;l mi- 
to quit this wicked wnrld j and Job was m amittEiii with this beauty 
In diatreaSf thni he iont hia giaaids to inku her hy md coraiii'Ct har to 
hifl own hqiiK. They UthI lovini^y together nuuj yeaju and hod aorend 
children.. XJnfortmuilely for the- fforcena of the expeiinMut^ ahe nrade him a 
pagHJi^ instead of heraelf becoming a Chria dan * be hniied her docentlyj 
and ew iifter nnnunlJy samhued a eock on her tomb in the lumLuer af the 
imcietLla, 

See II Pej^ian hook called IMtitaa^ tnmilAhid by Ber. Bamuel Lee. 

* ElphuotuaH. 

^ MuIm are much appracinUd ta the Eaat^ 

Their mnskj lacks ItaTO each a spell f 
Each hair itself eninuea the hearty 
Their roolea are irreaudblej 

p And mptuiQ to tbe eoul impart,^—Eird^nuil 

And in ano of the Odea of Hafii:__ 

<* 1 would giTe for the moka cm her dieei 
The dtiua of Somarcand and BokharL^ 

^ ^ JeAanffi$^ 
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CHAP. XXL 

^AX<}iic£ AACEKDa THE ninpsi or bikiwtar in a.d. 1605^tiix he- . 

BEU,|OK OF nis BOR CHUflEBO,—THE HOSlAlfTIC HljTQlir OF JfOOR HAHAL, 
“ths light Of tub uaben.'^ 
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Sklim was thirty-eight when lie seated himself on the 
. throne of Ma expectations and widies, and assumed the 
igh-Boundiiig title of Jtibatigire or “conqueror of the 
world. He placed die crown on his brows at the tnintfinf 
the sun rose abore the horiaon, in order tliat he might 
have a favourable omen; he tella us with chddish delight 
JQ hia autobiography, that his cnown was made on the 
model of that wom by the Mnga of Peiaia, having twelve 
points, each of which was surmounted by a diamond 
which was worth 150,000/. 

For forty days and nights Jehangiie kept high festival 
at and offered to the world scenes of f^wty and 

eplondour seldom pamlleltHl even m the annals of oriental 
magrniGeenceL 

ilh the exception of a snudl cloud that darkened the 
horizon of the Deccan, his empire was at peace; for a 
time the spmt of the great Akbar continued .stiff to awe 
the hot heads and ready arms of the fierce nobles of the 
^lom ; but this state of repose did uot last long, and 
em four little months Lad passed over the grave of the- 
mighty dead plots and counterplots again agitated the 
Kingdom and threatened the throne ibielf. 

At this period the feudal system of Hindostan was at its 
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height.; the power of the lortls wti3! immcaijG^ nucl the 
aniiiis of retainers that occoinpaaied them to the capital 
readered their presence a source of greater iltinger than of 
Security to the Emperor. One of the chieftains, Raja 
Maua Singtt, kept court at Agiii during the latter part of 
tlic rei^i of Aihar and the ccmniouceinent of that of 
Jehangire with !lO,OOt> armed followers and iLijpoobi of 
his otvu tribe 

The discontent and restless spirit of the great omrahs 
soon as^^ed a cousistent form, and a leader was found in 
Prince Chuaero, the eldest son of Jehtuigire, then seventeen 
years of age. 

From boyhood Jehangire and his son Chusero had been 
•on bad teiiiis, and Akbar had foe^uently to interfere to 
soothe the unnatural severity of his son. 

This estrangement increased after the death of Akbar, 
and it wanted but the intrigues of Chan Azim, a leadhig 
oiurah of the court, to bring about on open rupture. 
Having seeiired the support of several otnrahs, he induccil 
Chusero to escape fioiu Agra and to put himself at the 
head of the discontents, Chusero marched to Dellii, where 
he was Joined by 10,000 men r for sometime his fortunes 
almost outweigh ed those of his fa tiler, but the decision of 
Asiph, the Son of Hias, tlie lavourite minister of Akbsif, 
and of Mohubit Klian, a renegade Rajpoot of grc.nt talent 
ami influence, soon marshalled against him tui irresistible 
force. He retired to the Punjaub, where he 'was overhihen 
by Mohabil Khan, and being defeated before Laliore, was 
after a long pursuit taken prisoner. 

Defeated and brought before Jehangire with a golden 
chain from his left Lund to his left according to tlie 
custom of the race of Genghis and Ttinour, he re^ 
ceived hia sentence of peqietual imprisonment 
. ^ two leading ndvisers were sown up iu raw ox¬ 
hides and thrown into the struete of Agta: the .sun^con 
traetiug the akin siniii caused the ileath of oue, when 
by the Emperor's ordera the other was kept softenetl Ity 
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Eooz water ii^ht aud day, till worms devcmred the wretched 
_ Tictim. 

^JC06. Threo hundred of his folio were were impaled alive;, oti 
each aide of the midn thoroughfare of the ci^, and Chii 3 er«y' 
was daily taken on hb elephant to witness the ght^ly 
spectacle as long as one remained alive. 

Chusero was very popular with the people;, and his 
unfortunate fate was much commiserated. He was hand¬ 
some and g^eroue, and especially skilled in warlike 
puraiiits; with much thoughtlessness, he retained a 
considerable portion of the line nature that appeara to 
have diatingnished so many of the race of Baber. 

When urged to sanction his fiither’a assissination, which 
would at once have secured him the throne, he refused^ 
saying, he desired only his confinement. “ My father,” 
he said, “ can live without a throne ; I cannot enjoy life 
stained with a father's blood.” 

Chusero was never forgiven ; he was kept a prisoner, 
and kept in total ignorance of all aJTaire of state. Sir 
Tliomas Hoe once met him Buirounded by his guards; ' 
he was profoundly ignorant of all events of the day, 
and had nover even heard of the English or their am- '" 
bassador. 

He died in 1621, after an imprisonment of fifteen 
ycare, not without suspicion of foul play. 

Jebaugire had three other sous, Prince Parvez the 
eldest ; Prince Khurrum, soon after called Sliah Johan, 
the second; and Prince Shehriar the third; Shah Jehon ^ 
was his bvourite, and in 1616 he conferred upon him the ^ 
title of King, signifying bis election os heir apparent to ■ 
the throne. ’ 

The smalt cloud that had appeared in the Deccan had 
increased till it darkened the frontiers of Hlndostan, and 
eompelled tlie active interference of Jehangire. 

Tlie power of the Deccane monarchy was neve/ 
greater than at this period, Malek Amber, an Abyssinian, 
a warrior and statesman of groat gcuios and enterprise, ^ 
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haJ ruled ihs country for nearly forty yean?, during wiiicli citap. 
period lie bail, on a smaller stage, played the pitirt of the 
wiee and beneficeut Akbar, He Ijtid closely copied Akbar’s a.d, 
revenue ay,s£eni^ and had restoiXHl healtli and Ofjnfidence to l^OC- 12 . 
the oppressed inhabitants of his countiy. To this day the 
name and beuuvolent rule of this noble Africsin are 
recced isith respect by the inhabitants of that irupo* 
verished region. He had built a magnificent capital at 
Aumngabad, and possessing all the sea-board of the Contam 
and the J^eccatJf he had strengthened his nulitaiy poiver 
with European ordnance, imcl numbered many Europoiui 
adventurers amongst his superior officers. 

Encouraged by the defection of Ciiusero, iLalek Amber 
, seieed a hivourable opportujiity for occupying the city 
and fortress of Ahmetlnuggur. Jehangire sent against 
him hia favourite general, Abdullah Kliati, but tlie artillery 
and European energy of the troops of Malek Amber were 
too powerfiil for the essentially Asiatic tactics and equifi- 
ments of Abdullah's army. He was defeated with great 
slaughter and obliged tci retire to Agnu A few years 
later ifalek Amber again invaded Hindostan, but was 
defeated by Shah Jehan, and forceil to make overtures 
which included the cession of a considerable territoiy and 
the payment of a large sum of money, Tliia campaign, 
-however, established a mutual friendship between Shah 
Jehan and Malek Amber, that some years later nearly 
overthrew the throne of Jehangire, 

It is now time to turn from die monotony of the in¬ 
cessant frontier wars, that form so promineut a part of 
the History of the Princes of Indio, to an event that far 
more than the rebellious of his sons, or the conquests of 
his generals, influcneeil the conduct of Jehangire for a 
period of nearly twenty years. In all ages of the world 
womeo have ailnicted and Tepell&l, been adored aiul 
oppressed; men have by turns been their tyrauts and 
their slaves j ennobled or del^ased by their infliience. If 
we e.vnmine the liistories of the greatest men, or seek the 
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real cuu^s of luatiy of the most st&irtliug changes that 
have taken place in the conduct of the world's alMrs^ we 
ahall fiiid that tlie innucnce of woman hna been the most 
powerful agency, incessantljat work, often invisibly, and-*" 
giving only occasional evidence of its existence, by some 
striking eccentricity in the revolving orbit of human 
evmits. The history of the two sexes shows that their 
power and influence have been fairly balanced, finid that 
whatever humiliation women may, as a race, liave 
occasionally sufTered from man, has been more than 
counterbalunced by tlie supremacy they have individuallT 
exercised. ' i 

This was the cose when Mher-al-Nigsa ^the sun of 
women," called also Noor-MahaJ, “ the light of the harem," « 
iidcJ during twenty years the Sultan Jehangire, and hia 
mighty empire of Hhidostan, with power iis absolute as 
was ever exercised by Semiramis or Cleopatra over the 
kingdoms of Assyria or I^gypt. 

Like one of those diamonds of great price that once in 
^ cry ill e or isix hundniil yeaia PlutUB drop;^ into the 
Tsorld to excito the cupidity iinil rouse the jcftlousv of 
tlic humati race, she waa a loimcle of beauty^ wit, tact, 
and talotit, ^eiit astmy by gome nitschiuf-ioving god, to 
dazile, attract, and confute the judgment of tlio weaker 
auimni man. 

Ill Christian and pagan countries, where the rights anti 
equality of women are recogtosed facte^ we are acemtomed 
to them exercise supreme ndo openly iind before the - 
world; hut iiiiiongst Muslims, who cherish tlie inferiority 

the female gex as an article of fiiiLh j whose gospel I 
teaches that women are deficient in everything but 
cunulng that pride, envy, anger, violence, deceit, fuL^e- 
hood* inlidelity^ and bosoneas are their ruling paerions i 
and v^hose social law excludes them from the perusal of 
ol} b<x>Ls; from miy share iq [he paternal property, 
am] from even eating vvitli their husbands ; the cimnn- 
stance of a woimin gnispiog and letaimng supreme [jower « 
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!f \ throwing aaitle the enjoined seclnaion 

of ^hp taking part in the coundla and strife 

r^pft.t of her subjecte, goes far to efi tabbeb the proof of the 
uid pm^^rb, -^ce que femme veut. Dion vent!” and is a 
reranrkable example, perhapi unpanilleled in the worlcL 
of the ^wer of beanty, talent, and strong will over the 
combined prejudice of faith, tradition, and immemorial 

LLSIOLLip 

1 -Aiiias, was a Tartar of noble blood 

^ but indifibreut ciTOimstances, whom presHjnt poverty and 
the repom of disUint wealth, had induced to leave his 
native wilds for the siumy land of Hindostan 
* To add to the great hardships inseparable from an 
enuption of many thousand miles, his wife brought 
forth n debtor in the midst of the greiit solitudes lat 
separate Wesjtom Tartary from the frontiers of India. 

iStarving and exhausterl, aU hope of canying the new^ 
Iwnrn infant with them quickly vanished; and the only 
clmm^ of saviDg their own lives was to leave it to its 
, hite nnd press onwards to the habitations of men. Dire 
indeed must have been the contest between the t earmnea 
of natore and the stern dictates of necessity; iid wlmn 
^at Inst the moment iimved when it was abaolurely neces¬ 
sary to abandon the child, the agonmed mother laid it 
under a tree, and covering it witii leaves, retimi to a 
ilistance^ tlmt, like the Egyptian womnn of old, ‘‘ she mitrht 
not see the death of the child." 

Ihe “well in this instance was vouchsafed in the 
^•elcomc appearance of some travellei^ who succoured 
the melancholy ino, and enabled them to reach the court 
uf Akbar at Lahore. Little did the wife of Aiass imagine 
hat the puling desert-bom babe, so unexpectedly restored 
to her ^ waa destined to be a fountain of raarvdloua 
ligh^ before whose glorj’ the whole Eastern world would 
stand entranced as one man. 

Foverty ia not the accustomed road to power ; for " the 
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. ^ - worda not kecdod but Aiass had fnenda at court, and 
A.D.lGljt. 1,^3 feet once plantetl on the ladder of promotion, their 

aid soon enabled him to step over the heads of his less--^ 
favoured rivalB. Hia diligence and ability attracted the 
attentiou of Akbar, and befgre many years had elapsed, 
he was appointed High Treasurer of the Empire, the 
highest office of the state. 

Carehilly nurtured, and educated in all the arte and 
accomplidiments of the most luxurious capital of the 
world, his daughter Mher-al^Niasa, rapidly attained that 
perfection of beauty and wit which was to lay Hindoatau ^ 
at her feet. So brilliant a jewel, oven in the homely 
setting of poverty, could never have escaped attention i 
but assisted by all the costly splendour belonging to the 
daughter of the first eubjeut in the kingdom, it was iite* 
ristible. 

Sensible that etnpit'e was her destiny, and confident in her 
absolute power to motild mankind to her will, this “ sun 
of women felt that the young heir .to the throne had 
but to see her to yield instant homage to the majesty of 
her charms; and slie waited with perfect confidence for " 
the moment when fortune should present her to Prince 
^lim, heir to the throne and power of the mighty Akbar. 

The opportunity w'as not long wanting: she frequently'* 
accompanied her mother to tlie harian of Akbar, and 
on one occasioo met the young prince. 

Peeble as the sex are always described to be, the very - 
weakest among them is far too powerful for the strongest 
man that ever breathed: what chance then had the yoilng 
and impulsive Selim with the loveliest woman of her day ? 

rCot Ertliitf'# whose cIiutdi the Bchn inp^, 

E'er loohed eo loTel^ on the Eutem kni^ " 

as did Mher-fll-Nissa, when apjMircIlGd in tlie graccfiil^ 
zara, worn by the Mussulmani women of Hiudostau; her 
face and shoulders shaded by a veil of tlie transparent 
tissues of Seronge, which enhanced the beauty it scarcely * 
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pretended to conceal, she ahoue on the troubled gaze of 
Irince Selim in all the dazding splendour of her volup¬ 
tuous cliunns. ^ 

When, in d<ifianco of the injunctioiii! of the Prophet 
she. sung the v-ild aira of her native countjy, it was mor^ 
plcsiamg to his eara than rain in ii parched hind; and 
when ahe danced before him, the Tetrarch himself could 
not have been more corapletelj enslaved, 

One more interview' completed the conquest, which 
the first glance had placed beyond a doubt, and Selim 
demanded the hand of Mhei'-ul-Nissa, or as we ah a 11 
now call her, Noor-Malial, “ the Light of the Hatom,” in 
marriage, Put here an unfiireaeen difficulty arose to 
check his headloug pafssion and her. deliberato designs. 
Her father Aiase did not share tlie ambition or diacemment 
of his daughter. He had formed no designs of entrapping 
the heir apparent; and satisfied with a less splendid 
alliance, had betrothed his daughter to Shere Afkun, “the 
overthrcwer of the lion," a young Penaian, lord of a vast 
Jagliir^ 1 n Bengui, ^and the most powerful and accomplished 
noble of the coun of Aklmr. It was in vain that Selim 
petitioned liis father to auuul the engagement, or attempted 
to terrily the gallaut Shore iatoronouncing his riglit to the 
possession of the most beautiful woman in the woi ld. 

The Emperor was mcajiable of injustice, even iti favour 
of his own son; and Shore Afkun was iudifiereut to 
danger, although it was threatened by the heir to a tiiroiie. 

hToor-Mahal wns evidently “ une femme ii tout foire,’' 
and although still desirous of sharing the throne of the 
fliture Emperor of the Moguls ambition did not blind 
her reason; die recognised the possible danger of falling 
between two stools, and with an amount of caution 
worthy of all adruimtion, she preferred present nobility 
with the high-bom and magnificent Shere Afkun to poa- 
eible sovei-elgnty as the wife of Prince Selim. 

Here of course the affair should have tuniiinuted, ami 
Selim waited till time had healed the scar of his wounded 
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nffoctioiis., or death had removed hfs successful rival; hvit, 
'—T.— aksj love and honour^ those two great tyrants of lie 
A.D. 12 . (Jq always pull together. Stolen waters 

always will be sweet, and bread eaten in secret re tailm its 
charm to the end, Iti the court of love everv prize is 
considered lawful gain, and in tliese matters non hospes 
ab hospite tutus," no man is secure;, and he is wrong who 
coahdes too implicitly even in hia fiiend. I’assion will 
ur^ a man of the greatest honour, geuerosiiy, and 
chivalry, to the commission of crimes which no other 
motive in the world could induce. 

Selim possessed none of these saving cjualitirs; dis¬ 
appointment sharpened the barb of revenge and the fiery 
dart of passion ; and numberless were the plans he formed 
to circumvent the death of his sncceaafiil rival, and 
fabulous the deeds of strength and valour by whidi this 
Samson of Ilmdostan freed himself from the Prinee's 
cowardly schemes. 

Whether his enemits had “ ploughetl with liis heifer,’’* 
and Koor*Unhal was privy to the the numerous plots 
against her lord s life, by w‘hich she was to be raised to 
the Itnperiid throne, does not appear; but when Akbur 
died, and Selim mounted the Nuamud of the Moguls, he 
w as able to do openly W'hat before he had contrived iji 
, Sccreri The death of bhore Alkuu was immediately 
achieved j he wiis slain in open day after a desperate de¬ 
fence that was long remembered in Bengal; his widow 
did not display any very incousoiiible distress; and 
whatever might have been her devotion to the man ehe 
loved, during hk life, she showed no kind of reluciancfe 
to become his nnirdewir’s empress at his death. She un¬ 
acted the part of the wife of Uriah, in a similar tragedy 
■with like equanimity, ’ 

We do not know how long the widowhood of the frail 
Jkthsheba lasted ; but the four months and ten days, the 
time appointed by tho Koran as the term of widowhood, was 
a too ong for Noor-Mahal, and within a month, a little 
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monlb, ahc announced her retidiness to add her matchless 
cliarrns to the varied attractions of the zen.ana of tlie 
“ Jjurd of the ^vo^ld,” 

For some inmcpiicable reasoUj it appears that^ tvhen 
brought to court, she was treated with considerable 
haraimess and neglect; coufinetl to the wojat apnrt- 
meutfl, aud restricted to tlie smallest yearly allowauoe 
permitted by the laws of the zenana. Once iu pos* 
session of what he so much coveted, the object itself 
seems to have lost all valiie iu the eyea of Jehangire; 
aud for nearly six years he never visited the object of 
Ilia former love; but at length attmeted by the hourly 
repeated tales of her beauty, accompiishmenta, and wit, 
aud his curiosity awakened by the descriptions of the 
elegance and luxury of those apartments which he in¬ 
tended to make the very inverse, he determined to aee 
with his own eyes the divinity that so completely en¬ 
grossed all hearts at hia court. A strangle custom of the 
Mogul court, subversive of all the eastern rules of female 
seclusion, g!VTe Noor-Mahul an opportunity of attracting 
the Emperor’s ntteution. On the Noroze, or festival held 
on the ninth day of the new year, was celebrated a kmd of 
carnival in the king’s seraglio in the palace of the Mogul; 
at tins fancy fair the Italics kept tlie .stalls and sold what¬ 
ever they chose, such as fine purple aud gold, rich em- 
broideritsi of the new fiishion, ribbons, and cloth of gold, 
cloth worn by fine ladies, and all other merchandize. By 
this means tlie budding beauties of the court were brought 
under the king’s notice. The great feature of the fair was 
the mai'keting of the king, who came in person to bargain, 
and haggled with tlie she-merelianta of hb court; driving 
them down ; asierting that things were too dear; tlmt he 
would not be imposed upon; that tlie mereiiaudize of 
others was much better, &c. &c. The women, on iho 
other hand, ignored the kingly rank, and ran up the value 
of thiiir goods, insisting upon a high price; ofen coming 
to b%h words; and telling him to go about his business; 


CHAP. 

XXL 

iTD.ieii 






THE FESSCES OF INDIA. 


5l(t 

that they woutd have nothing to i3o with sncli skin flints 
as }iet til at he knew nothing about it, &c. &c. The 
Hegums likewise tivtl the same, and in no real fair was 
guen loud wrangling and railing} or such crits} and noises 
heard. As might be expected, mucli mischief originated 
at these fairs, where maidens and wives were alike sub¬ 
mitted to the admiring gaze of the Mogul; and all alike 
sold their wares, some their work, and some their beauty, 
to the higiiest bidder. It was not often that tlie Mogul 
solicited in vain ; and many a bitter hatred and rebellion 
originated in the fancy fair of the Noroze, “ Tour wife 
reliims to her abode, tramping to the tinkling sound of 
onuimertte of gold, and gems on her person,” TFrites one 
Knjpoot chief to his friend, “ hut where, my brother, is the 
moustache on your lip ? ” meaning his honour. 

At one of these Mra Akbar was once in peril of his life 
from a spirited wornan, who, instead of listening to his tale 
of love, presented a dagger to his breast. Jehangire had 
multipli^ these fancy fairs, and they were now held on 
all feast days. At this period notliing ivas fashionable 
amongst the ladies of the court but the work of Noor- 
lifalial; liy this means she accumulated much money, 
with which she repaired and lieautifled her apartments 
and clothed her slaves in the richest tissues and bmc'adcs, 
while sho herself affected plain and simple attire. 

The Emperor, who was a constant buyer, found that 
on all occasions the articles most sought after were those 
of her needle-work: * every room in his semglio was 
adorned witli it; and at length curiosity vanquished his 
determination, and he resolved to be himself an eye- 
wjtne^ of aU the marvclB he had heard of the ** Light of 
the Harem." 

He resolved to surprise her, and communicating his 
intention to no one, he suddenly entered her apartment*’, 
where he found everything so elegant and inagniflcent, 
tlmt be was struck with amazement; but the greatest 
oniamcnt of all was Noor-Mahal herself; she was half 
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reclincxl on aji embroidered sofii, in n p biin muBlin chap, 

"whieh exhibited her matchless shape to the beat advian- ^ - 

tage, and became her better than all the nchest bixtcades 
of Bagdad or the finest embroideries of Caahmere. Her 
slaves sat in a circle round her, at work, attired in rich 
brocade; she slowly rose, in evident cotifiusion^ and received 
the Emperor with the ceremony of touching first the 
ground ami then the forehead with her right hand; she 
maintained silence, on eloquence that, backed by beauty, 

^*18 often more effective than words, and stood with eyes 
llAcd on the ground. Jehangire overcome by her beauty, 
did not for some time recover fixim his conhision.; he 
admired her shape, her stature, her complesion, her grace, 

'^ud that ineducable voluptuousness of mien, to cultivate 
. which is the first lesson of tlie zenana, 

■ At length he sat down on the sofa, and required Xoor- 
lUaha] to be seated by him; the first qu^tion he asked 
kas, “why this difference Iwtweea the appearance of 
pioor-Mahal and her slaves ? ” She shrewdly ans-’wered, 

“those bom to servitude must dress as it shall pleasS 
those they serve; these are my servants, and I alleviate 
their burden of bondage by eveiy indulgence in my power; 
but 1 that am your slave, 0 Emperor of the World, must 
dress according to yonr pleasure and not my own.” Cost 
piffliatto ffli votpi” by such means are foxes taken. 

Noor-Mahal had in her retirement cultivated that 
modesty that is more valuable thou fine gold, and that 
charm of tender melancholy that supplies the keenest 
arrows in Cupid's quiver^ One interview w’as sufficient 
to establish with greater power than ever her iniHueiice 
over Jehan^e. Clasping her in hb arms, lie begged 
forgiveness for hb long harshness; and throwing round 
her neck a neddace containing forty p«irb, each worth 
4000^., he ordered her to be proclaimed Empress of the 
World. 

From the humblest apartnfenta of the aenana she was 
removed to those of the Sultana, As an especial mark ; 
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of filvour, she waa allowed to t'lke the title of Sbaliif or 
Empresii>, aod iter name clianged from Noor-Mahal, “ Liglit 
of the Harem," to Noor-Jehao, “ Light of the World;" 
whilst the gold coiii of the realm waa stamped with tld^ 
inscription by oitler of Jehangire ; gold has acquired a 
hundred degrees of excellence in receiving the name of 
Noor-JehaiL" TJiia occurred in the sixth year of Ida 
and tlie forty-fourth of hia age, “ Age could not wither 
her, nor custom stale her inJinite variety." Tor nearly 
twenty years this remarkable woraaQ, tbe especial Jieroine 
of Eastern romance, mled witliout a rival throughout tJie 
length and breadth of Hindosian. 

Her magnlhcence was beyond all boundaL “In lljc 
■whole empire,” says Johan^re in his memoirs, “ there ia 
scarcely a city in which the Priaccaa hag nut left somft 
lofty etmeture, some spacious garden, as a splendid monul 
meat of her taste and magnificGnce/' I 

No appointment of the most trifling nature was madfl 
in the state without her intereat, and no treaty concluded 
Vritliout her consent. As a natvind consequence of Jjcr 
unbounded influence, and the rapid devation of her 
northeni rehitives. Tartary came bto fashion ; and whiLt 
under James L of England tlie cotmy Scots were mono¬ 
polizing the fat things of the sister kingdom, the no less 
needy young nobles from Western Tartaiy, with thread- 
liare gtirmcnts and sharp swords, crowded in numbers 
from their native solitudes, to seek their fortunes under 
the friendly shade of the great Empress of Hindostan. 

Noor-Jehan's power was cemeiited and established by 
the me of her fatlier and brother, and by the inter¬ 
marriages of her famUy with that of Jehangire. Her 
lather was Prime Vizier, whilst. Jier brother, Asipli Khjiu, 
was advanced to the position of first oramh at court! 
Sludi Jehan, the’ Emperor’s favourite son, married her 
niece^ the daughter of Asiph Ktian; whilst Prince Shehriat 
married her oiivn daughter Ly Shere AlTcun. 
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* m whole crown Wonld be wmili 3,070,0«V, 

Mbw-al-NUw «i^irifiea * eua of wr^ rntm. ^ 

* See Jij4gie§ ilr. 18. 

r .1 flaert toacb in tie irarid. They wind off the 

^ from t^,p,^ e«t ^ a divided mte twen^ dog* 4 e of BneDc™ ^ 
pud M m touch of thsee women, tlat wbiUt the thread u 

r^S tiropffh tlm^ Snp^ „ tl»t th. eye cm, be of no «pist«,ce. 

£7^ ,t off It 0.0b ohinp, from the fitat’to the twentieth, end 
&nQi til# iijxuptiKiith to tii^wcofiiL ^ 

* “ WkKii ^diefi TOiik m vii^ TKibeA of wMt^ 

Xbd tliiti undrcflH of flgpflf fijjjiT 



nra PHlIfCES or EfltLi- 


du 


CHAP. XXJl. 


THE SEBEUfOK OF SHAF JEHAJI* IIU DCTEAT. — PEAtlt OF TB£ GOOD 

lilZICB AlASa, TirE FATBea OF FOOB-UAHaL.—'THE COKCltiaiON or THE 
SEIOB or JEI|AKGlllE*^HIS EEATB W IS^B A.O. 

Ttre dealh of Cliusero, whedier natural or caused by bis 
relatives, appeared to secure Shah Jehan's position as heir 
to his lather’s t^ue ; but in reality it had the very op¬ 
posite eflect. Noor-MaliaJ, who for inatiy years had stren¬ 
uously supported. Shah Jehan in hjg father’s favour, now 
suddenly tnmsferred her affection and influence to the 
youngest eon. Prince Shehriar, who had lately married her 
own daughter by ghcre Afkun; she feared the railitaiy 
genius and determined character of Shah Jehan, and felt 
that witli such a sovereign her power would entirely 
vanish. Prince Shehriar was the very reverse; he was 
phant and indolent, and completely under her influence ■ 
>uid it was evident that if she could secure the succesaon 

? ■ L iJn*^*’**^ outlive her husbands death. 

Asiph Klian supported the iimbitious designs of his eiatcr 
and favoured her advocacy of Prince Shehriar to tlie 
exclusion of his^ivn son-in-law Shah Johan. 

Shah Jehan did not long bear with the intrigues and 
plots of those who wished to deprive him of his birthright. 
He suddenly withdrew from court, and being joined by 
G isicontented nobles, who were always ready to take 
up arms if a prince of the blood would join them, he 
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m&naged to collect a consii^erable army, and marched 
oi^nst his father at Delhi •, he was however repulsed and 
forced to retire to Agra, where he was again defeated. 

Jehangiro attempt^ a rccontiiHatiou with hia son; but 
the demands of the latter were so exorbitiint, that indig¬ 
nation overpowered whatever paternal aflection remained ; 
and he detornuned to take the field againat him in person, 
having previously sent Prince Shehriar to arrest his pro¬ 
gress. 


Shah Jehan, canadous of his strength, and trusting to 
the jealousy that he knew very generally existed amongst 
the orarahs towards Noor-Mahid and her brother, was un¬ 
daunted by his filth gt'b threats or commands, and waited 

* his opportunity to attack him witli advantage; the armies 
were encamped close to otic another, and the danger of 
Jehangire was imminent, when Mohabit Ehan, with the 
troops of the Punjaub under his command, providentially 
arrived to his relief 

The next day Shah Jehan was defeated with great slaugh¬ 
ter, and with a ream ant of his army he barely escaped to 
Oiissa, and fijiolly to Dengal. In iJiia latter province he 
again gained head, and defeating the heruditaiy Eajah, 
possessed himself of the country; thence he marched to 
Bahar and very nearly seized the city of AUahabad. The 

* year following he united his forces to those of hia former 
enemy Mulek Amber; and after several successful cam- 
pai^s, he apin turned the pomt of his speare to the 
capital; there, after displaying great gallantry, he was a 
second time defeated by Mohabit Khan and forced to fly to 
the Deccan. Here he remaiaed until, the case becoming 
h opeleas, he prayed for forgiveness. Jcliangire i mmediately 
giiinted it and sent for him to Court; but Skdi Jehan, afraid 
of the influence of Noor-Mahal, contented himself with 

^ eendhig his women and children as hostages for hie good 
behaviour, while he travelled about the kingdom with an 
eacort of oOO mem 

Mohabit Khan, to whom Jehangire was thus for the third 
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tjuiG iiukbted for thu safely of hia kingdom, waa mi apos¬ 
tate Itfijpoot; Be W113 tlie son of Sugra, who had been 
appoitilt'd by Akbarkiijg of CBeetoreJn pkce of Umra tBo 
son of Pertap, who lefused to ncknowiedge the MoinU 
power. He mtos tlie most auccesafiil general of the day, 
^(1 had otdy to raiiie Big atandard, whether for the de¬ 
fence of the tlirone, or to further iiia o;vn ambltiouB Tiewa 
to coUect at once an anny of tried watriore aroimd him. ’ 
Ihe magnifleent homage of this powerful subject was 
naturally alommig to Jehungire ; and he dreaded a repe¬ 
tition of the tyranuy exercised by the great Pelmtm Shah 
over luB father Akbar, In these suspicions he was secietlv 
eni^umged by xNW-Mahid, who could iU bro 4 >k so foi 
mitlable u rival; and a trifling difficulty witli her brother 

Asiph, was scarcely required to make her his declared 
enemy, 

Mohabit imd Asiph, having disputed about a nucj^ 
bon ol precedeuee, they referred it to tlie Emperor ; lie 
*'‘Tour of the latter, giving as hLs rttteon, 
t the pen always took precedence of the sword " 
fchorUy afterwards, Mohabit by the machumtiong of the 
Enipress was acci^l of treason, and commanded to 
appear brfore the Empm-or : he agreed to attend at court 
^mnteed, and marched with 5U00 
feithful %poota to Lahore, wJieie Johatigiro thou rosidetl ^ 
witliin a short distance of the camp, he receival ■ 
the commands of the Emperor to halt, until he had ac- 
coiuitcd for the treasure of Bengal Mohabit dispatched 

tlie disputed matter ; buUie was 

?T f atid sent back to Idni disgraced 

MohabU displayed no outward signs of 

.01« n.tu« to sulfer tM. f 

n.. Etopotor ™ at tWa Uma enaamped oa lha 
Gl.al.ai. on his march to Caub.1 = ..fl th. cird«.« S 
his .lliCM,,oon g»v. Mohabit m. opportmly of corrviW * 
as plrm into effort. Tho mor.i.g of Jol.iiLi,a'« aS 
the mam body of liLs army enjoaei river for the .ext 
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cntupmg ground, leaving the Impeiial camp to follow 
later in the dny. 

No sooner did Mohabit perceive the separation of 
' the Empemr from the main body of his troops, than 
he advanced at once to tlie bridge, and s?etting it on 
fire, eBectUidly preventetl the return of the Imperial 
guards. Leaving 2000 men to gu ard the flames, lie pressed 
on to the Imperial tent, and entering the Emperor's 
presence, esplained to him that Ins act was one of 
necessity, to save himself from the snares of tlie Empress; 
he then placed him on an elephant, and took him to 
hit own camp, assuring him of hia safety, and adding 
aignificantly, “ and I also nm determined to be safe.'* 

. During the confusion Noor-Malial had escaped in dis¬ 
guise across the river, and joining the Imperial army, had 
informed her brother Asiph of his master's misfortune. 
She urged his immediate rescue, and upbraided the 
ommhs.wilh their want of daring, in leaving the Emperor 
in tlic bands of a traitor. 

TJie nest day tJiis daring woman mounted on an 
elephant, and accompnnietl by her daughter, headed the 
troops, who attempted to ford the Ghelum in order to 
rescue their monarch : three elephant drivers in succes¬ 
sion were killed before her howdah ; and three times tlie 
ponderous animal itself was hurt in the trunk. Her 
•daughter was wounded in the arm and sank fainting at 
licT side; but Noor-Malial never wavered; she encouraged 
her panic-stricken troops, and with kflling effect poured 
the contents of four quivers of arrows upon her fixs. 

The Eajpoots pressed into the stream to eeisse her, but 
she refused to fly; and until the master of her houaohokl, 
mounting her depliant, turnetl it away in spite of her 
threats and cximiuauds, she did not relinquish tlie hO'pelesa 
contest. 

The defeat of the Imperialists was complete ; but the 
chief object of Mohabit was to destroy the power of the 
Empress, who had escapctl to Lahore. 


CHAr. 

xxn. 

A,b. 

21- 2e. 





TttE FEIXCES OF IXUU. 


11 . 


Tlir^gh Ins inrtuifuce, a^^e receiTed kttcra, on her arriv*d 

^.a.l’Gie. Emperor, saying timt matter were now 

amiaibly arranged, and qiging her to job Lim. 

wlfht for thia purpose, and whefiJ^ 

}w1 dialance of the camp waa met by a strong 

^7 of IlajpooUt, who although sent ostensibly in her 
honour, were in reality her gna?da ^ 

She was inducted before the Emperor, and onenlv 
acc^ by Mohabit of treason, in har^ ain.ed T}^ 
husband’s d^th, in order to place onThe thron7 hZ 

have ^ercised supreme control over the Empire, After 
enlarging upon her treason, and the danger of her per- 
nieioue influen^, he concluded by demanding the public 
punahment of so daring an oflender. “Ton who are^” 
the ^iperor of ^t^he Moguls,” said Mohabit, « whom we 
as wmet^ig more tiian human, ought to follow 
the ™plc of God, who is no respecter ofpemoj” 

execution of the"l:^^"He^ . 

h/h”iwk. 

tibfc . Ji*n ^ her lord j Z ultcrS ' 

Jetagu. ^,„g overcome, bum into tern. .. 

not qarelbu woman Molmbit?” raid ic win . ^■ 

^ca by emoboo, ..yo„ «„ bow” “Jr 

•-bS “rl" 

^ nibred, am, 
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JEllANtpIBf’S CAMP. 

Por more thiin ais montha Mohsl>it reigned Bupreroe ; chap. 
but at the end of that period,'^ilh extraordinary modera* 
tion, lie resign Pit Ms power, liberated Jehangire^ and die* '‘■B.162G. 
missed his guards, 

Koor-Malial now sought her revenge, and laid a plot 
for his assossinatiou; he barely escaped witli hie, and 
tied to the Deocau, learing his wealth in the Imperial 
camp, By the interest of the limpress he was declared 
a traitor, and a price set upon his headbut her bitter 
hate was tempered by the cooler wisdoui of her brother 
Asiph; who, knowing the wduu of Muliabit's military skill, 
{Xirsuaded the Emperor to pardon him, and to entrust 
him with the eommaud of the army iu the Deccan. 

The Mogul Emperors were in the habit of making 
pre^esses through their dominions with hu tiquipiige 
amounting to 20,000 or 30,1)00 men. The Imperial 
camp was a moving city, and that of Jehangire was at 
least twenty milffl in drcumference. It was divided into 
squares, alleys, and streets ; the royal pavilion standing in 
the centre, aloof irom the other tents, which were not to 
be raised within a musket shot of it. The portion allotted 
to llie great officers of the court were diatinguiahed by 
their great splendour, and by the marks which made 
known tiie various ranks of the owners. The tradesmen 
also were arranged according to rule; so tliat no man was 
for a moment ut a loss to supply his wants. 

The camp from a rising ground presented a most 
agreeable appearance; starting up in a few hours in an 
uninhabited piahi, the idea was realised of a city built 
by enchautmenL, filling the mind with delightful wonder 
uiid surprise. 

Jehangire was the first and hwl Emperor of the Mogul* 
who trusted his royal person to the waves ; attended by 
Ills magnificent retinue, he journeyed slowly on to Ahmed- 
abud, whence he proceed^ to Cambay; where be had 
ordered costly barg® to be prepared for him, intending 
to take amusement on the ocean with oil his court; he 
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I»’as, iowevcr, socm tired of the figitatioD of the vtseel on 

the waves, and retunied to Agra after lan abisCDce of five 
yeiiTs, 

If the wt-l&re of the Empire wtis occasioimlly im.’ 
perilled by the fimcies and prejudices of NoorAfttlitJ; 
there \va.‘», during the Jirat part of Jeliangire’s reigu, one 
always at htuid to atrctigthen it by hia uiiidom and in¬ 
tellect. Ainss tlje Good, the father of Noor-MahnI, raised 
to the office and title of Actiuiiid-iil-Dowla, or hi^rh 
of the Empire, by Akbar, was on tlie death of 
tlie V i^iior iippoiDleci to the aiipremo lunnageinejjt 

of the Ejupire. He hud endmred himself to the people 
by Ins virtues and his great abilities. In the s^diool of 
adveraity he had eurly learnt the wholesome lessons of 
forbearance, and sjTnpnthy with the ufflictions of others - 
lus gradual promotion to the highest office of the statj 
had luaile him acquainted with the duties of each statioii • 
and his experience of the liaiddiips of poverty made Ifiin’ 
etMijoimse his owti pleasures, to have it in hb power to 
relieve with princely genertijsity the suilerings of the 
poor. He was revered as well ics loved by the iieople ■ 
Ins bene^-olence was tempered with justice - and Ifis phil 
aiiLhni^y was not of that morbid kind which shrinks 
fr*mj the ftdmmistration of justice, or the rigour of a 
Hec^^asaiy^ kw. 

Leaving war and conquest to Mobabit Khan and Chan 
Lhanan, son of Byraiu, and tlie other great generab of the 
^pire; he devoted his Jong life to canying out to die 
fulh^t possible extent the noble tlieories and beneficent 
practices of the great Ahbar, He bestowed on agrienlture 
care that hud been denied it by many former rulers 
Desert^ provinces were by degrees repeoplerJ, and made 
to yie d their merease; villages and towns sprang up in 
soil odes; and foreste that hud known only the ^ad of 
wjM Ijc^^ were leveUed to make way for* the care and ’ 
Ijusbandmnn ; the property of the former 
was secure, and the mdnattj of the mechamc received iia 
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regard. TJic reveimea of the empire gradually incrcaaed • 

tlxe collection, the viceroy of eveiV 
hah ^’lis oULged to traiumit monthly to court a stii^ 
ineut of the improvements ami reguktions, tnade in con^ 
seciuence of pubhe instructions from Agra. When the 
improvenienk were not iu proportion to the amount of 
leiaed, thejicei^s were ktlier severely reprimanded 
r de^^. No distinction was made in theTdminJstra- 
tion of justice bohveen Mahommedaiis and Hindoos - both 
vjore worshtp|>era of God, each in his way ; lx>th membera 
of the same commumty, and subject to the same lord. 
Aia^ was the last minister of the sdiooi of Altlxir; and 

. ModTia.'” 

Hypo^, we are told, k the homage vice pays to 
^rtue. Out of respect to the upright vizier, the Emperor 
Jehangire, drmihcn, cruel, indolent as he wus, and vidous 
in every respect, yet managed to preserve the mask of 
j^tice; and if not juM himself checked with dgour 

^ ^ 

At his death this mask was cast aside, and the Emperor 
gave free pky to the natural bent of his dispodtiou. 
J^^any and oppreasion began again to (Jouriah - the 
-administration of tho country rapidly declined; niiddJe- 
men were roi^m^I, and tjTimnical governors, so long as 
they gratiheii the tironken ' whims or avarice of the 
Emjwror were supported; punishments by mutilation 
abolished by Akbar, were again added to the sanguiuarv 
code of Hmdostan ; and throughont the counts the^hZ 
sword of desiJOUstn was wielded with a fierce hand The 
Empress was inconsolable at the death of herfiither and 
proposed at once, as a proof of her affection and ma<mi^ 
fi^uee,to pe^tuate his memory iu a monument of rohd 
Stiver. Tlie Imperial architect soon convinced her that a 
metal so precious would not be the most lasting means of 
transTuitting the vizier’s fume to posterity. “ All ages '’he 
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BOOK said, “ are fiiU of vanity, und even the empire of the hoese 
of Timour, like all sublumiry thin^, is subject to revolution 
A.D.1G2G, (ind change." The Empress seeing the wisdom of these 

words, altered her purpose ; and a maguiheent :Bibric of ^ 
stone retains in Agra to this day the name of Actmihd- 
nl-Dowla. 

.Whilst Ajass W'as cementing the civil power of the 
empire, Mohabit, and Chan Chanan, tJie noble son of 
Byrain Khan, the guardian of Atbar, were increasing its 
estent. In this latter warrior we find united all the virtues 
and aecomplishmGnta that disdnguisdi this golden age — * 
bravest iimong&t the bruve, and of flcholora the most 
learned; genciioufl as Baber or Cvittnb-ul-Dien, and ac- 
ocimpUshed as Feize or Abu-1-Fazl; he was created Khan ^ 
of Khans, the highest title in the Empire, for hk military 
achievements; and Vakd-e-Sultaneh or I/>rd-Iieutcnfliit 
of the Empire, for Im successful adniiiikt ration during 
peace. 

From Deccan to Candahar, and from the furthermost 
ports of Bengal to Cambay, he spread the renown and 
p.stnblished the majesty of the Great Mogul, 

He was of tlie blue blood of the chivalry of the schoola 
of Baber and Akbar; amongst endless stories of his 
biilliant valour, stiQ preserved in Hindostau, the following 
anecdote will give a truer notion of his nohle nature tliaru. 
Ijiiges of ordinary panegyric. On one occasion, during 
the wars in the Deccan, when hia troops were broken, and 
he himself with 300 men was striviug fiercely against 
0000 of his foes, some of his trienda seized hLs horse by 
the rein to carry him from the field. He positively com¬ 
manded them to forbear; and his ofiGcers, finding their 
entreaties and attempts to lead him away ineflectual, 
demanded of him in despair, in ease of defeat, what was 
to be their rallying poltit, and where they were to look 
for him? ** Under the slain," was his fierce rejoinder, and- 
returning to the fight, he gained a victory which added 
glorious laurels to his former crown of valour. 
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Ej liie intervention of Ainss the Portuguese obtained 
conanlerable territory in Bcnga], and the seaports of the 
^ Deccan and MaJabor ; in 1G13 the finnaun was issued ^ 
perraittmg the Eughsh to farm trading settlements at 
burat, Ahmeda^d, and Cambay j and two yeare later 
Jiimes I sent Sir Thomas Eoe as hia firat ambassiulor to 
the court of the Great JVToguI 

He ^v-es a most interesting account of his visit to this 
sovereig^. \Vlien admitted to the Durbar, he found at the 
end ol the room the pictures of James I, his queen, the 
Lfidy Elizabetit, the Countesses of Salisbury^ and Somemet, 
and ^at of a citizen's wife in London; above them was 
another of Sir Thomas Smith, governor of the Tjist India 
Lompany. The Emperor received him favourably; but 
the Portuguese interest w.ts already too strtm^ for the 
naaccnt power of Eugland; and the jealousy of the 
^werM mlouy of Goa, assisted by the missionaries at 
Agra, rendered of no effect the liberality of the Emoeror 
firicl Ilia mmiistera. ^ 

Among the presents sent by James to hia new allv 
w^ a gilded coach of the period, in which the portiv 
Jehangire n^ to delight the eyes of ids subj^tn at 
Agra, mudi m the same style, probably, as the natives of 
^e present day love to ihsplay their ample proportions 
m the ponderous coaches of the last century. 

Sir Thomas fioe also gives us some very amusins 
accounts of the private life of an t'ustorn Mn*^ at th-it 
I^nod; he thus describes the day’s ocenpatums of the 
Great Mogul. Every moruing he showed himself to hia 
people from a window looHng o,i a plain; at noon lie 
was there again to see the elephants, the officers of rank 
being under limi withm a rail; thence he retired to aJeen 
amongst hia women. At three o'clock he went to the 
Durbar, and aftenvarda proceeded to the Guzaleun, a 
fair court, in the midst of which was a throne of fire¬ 
stone ; where be admitted all hia most select friends, and 
discoureed on state maitere, and got drunk. All public 
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TscwK buamcss was tranaacled at these two places; atii] tins 

^ routine never changed, except in consequence of illness ^ 
Or drink, 

Tlie Emperor must he seen every day, and if ill, some ' 
one must be admitted to sec him ; if tliis were not done, 
a revolution would be the immediate rusnlL 

Following the example of Jkiber and Humaioon, Jelion- 
gire drank veiy hard, ami the fodomng confessions con¬ 
tained in his aiitobiography are worthy of Jeiin Jacques 
llouiis<!iiu ; “From the age of sixteen,” he tells us, “ I in¬ 
dulged liberally in wine; and in truth, encorapas^ as I 
was with youthfiil iissociates of congenial niiuds, bn^thiug 
the ttir of a delicious climate, and ranging through splendid 
and lofty saloons, every part of whicli was decorated with ^ 
the graces of painting and sculpture, and the fkiom 
bespread with the thickest carpets of silk and gold, would 
it not have been a species of foUy to hiive rejected the 
ftid of an cshilanitlag cordiid ? and what cordial can 
Bu^ass the juice of the grape ? May it not liappea that *■ 

opiates and stimulants Lave been rendered habitufd to 
the constitution ? For myself I care not to aeknowlethro 
tliat such waa the extent to whicli I had carried my 
mdul^ncc, that my usual iihowance was twenty, and 
eometimes more than twenty cujw, each cap contuinino' 
about sis ounces, and eight cup* being equal to tlii^ ' 
pounds. So for indeed was this baneful propeusitv 
earned, that if I were but an hour without my bevernfn: 
my hands began to shake, aad I was unable to sit at 
rest." Gradually he reduced himself, in six months, from 
twenty to five cups a day, and never began to drink till 
after the hour of evening prayer, or two honit, bt;fore the 
close of the day. Hu ivas familiar in his cups; and iio 
often desired his compamona of the bowl to ash no favours 
ofliim, lest Selim in his cups might promise what Jehongire 
on the throne wnld not p^orm. Like Haroun-al-Easchid, ' 
he was fond of ^jonimbnlating his capital at night; he 
would disappear from \m palace, and spend the'gr'eater 
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part of the night b obaeure and low pundi*hoiisea b 
dn^iig iind udldng with the lower orders. 

* Sit Thoniisa Ew relutes the Ibllowing anecdote of tlie ^.d-USC, 
dnnkbg propensities of this prince : “ On one occaaioti," 
he snp, «having taken aome pictures to the palace, the 
logul was delighted, and fell todrinkbg the Alicaut wine 
that I had presented to liitn, givmg tastes of it to fleveral 
about hnn, and then sent for a fiill bottle for nie j saying. 

It 1^11 to sour so fast, that it woukl spoil before ho 
TOidd dnuk it, and that I had none:' this donci he turned 
himself to sleep, the candles were popped out, and I 
groped my way out in the dark," The Petsian ambassadtw 
^ treated with even lejs respect; for on his departure 
after 9 scyoum of aotne months at court, Jeliangire had 
the meanness to send liim in a bill for all his entertain- 
ments, and compelled him to pay to the uttermost farthing. 

The value of the presents were, however, witli imparti^ 
generosity, deducted fixjiii tbe account. 

TJioiigh go dninten himself, the vice was strictly for- 
biddcm in othcK, and no one could eater the Guzaleim, 
wh^ the king sat, till die porter smelt hig breath ; if he 
had tasted iviiie he was not admitted to the king's 
prince; and on the reason beir^ known, he was whipped. 

, Jeliangire was not amiable w^heii drunk; and wlicn 
Mber be us^ frequently to whip and punish most cruelly 
his c-orapanions b excc^. 

He was favourable to Chrurtiimity; and even allowed 
two of his nephew-s, and Mirza-zul-Eorrain, who had 
been bom and bred b Ms own seraglio* mid ebenmeised, 
to heeome Christians. We are even told that he had 

figures of Christ and of the Tirgb at the Iiead of Ms 
bed. 

Like his contemporaiy James of England, he was very- 
partial to religious discussions, and argunieuta on abstruse 
subjects. Eeligion w-iis liig hobby, and he used frequently 
to declare that, “the propbeb of all nations were itu- 
jiostors, and that he himself, should bis bdolem^ iiermit 
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lum, could fora n better ^stom of religion than any yet 
unposed on the world.” ^ ^ 

Sh Thomas ]2oe rektee that “ onoe the good King fell 

“v ' of CWto. «Kl MalL«, 

and in Ins dnnk was 50 knd, that he turned to me and 

wdoome, Christimis, 

protect them from wrong; they liFed under his nro- 

reputed, but being veiy drunt, he ieU to weeping, and 
in ims p^ons, and so he kept ns tiU raidniglit.” 

nrlTp t? iodepmidenee of all 

was most supemtitioua, and indd 
die mos abject respect to the aelf-eomtitnt^ sainli of 

£«rLSsrs:.r-,.&r= 

=UI il.« fell hi, a;,ty d“ laST’ ’’ "® 

po^'=t: r,,rt ” 

» smite iip and tUgh the 

t.™ w^more of the heed than the haai 

cy ihomns Hoe does not think thnf nr t ^ 

profuse as he dcairerl ti Mogul was so 

bts bW-day. .hen h^g«a.«t'Sia:L^ 
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al] IS 05 not gold that glittered.’' On tiieso occaaona 
®SaiQst sQver, tJien againat gold, and 
Inn , caHcoes, spices, ^nd other precious 

jdMnbut^ to the nudUtude." The gold and previous 
onra being packed, Sir Tlionias Hou could not see their 
qi^ty or certify to thoiresdatence; he believed that all the 
vduable commodities were token home, and that only 

fJl actually dis* 

tnbuted iiniong the people. ^ 

The Emperor wag sole arbiter and absolute jud^ in 
eveiythmg ; be was controlled by no laws, and the lives of 
tho meanest as weU as the most powerful of his subiecta 

proprietor 

dLt^ ?■ kingdom, eseepting some liere- 

di^ distncta held by a Hindoo prince, for whidi be 
paid, but retamed absolute juiisdicrion j he waa the ge- 
nend hem of hig subjects ; but when there were cliiidren 

to mhent he aeldom deprived them of their father’s 
estate, 

^rersian wm the language of tho Court; but the pubUc 
of co^e spoke, as now, Hindoatani. Jehangire was a good 

Img^t, and spoke Persian, TurM, Turkish, and Hmdostani 
equaKy wim. 

The Emperor gave audience twice a day from the 
throne, when all petitioners without mccoption, ]laving 
gone throi^h the proper ceremonies, were admitted^ 
^ongst hjs carliegt measures was ilie following device 
for ensurii^g easy access to complainants to hia presence. 

A Cham wa^ hung from a part of the wall of the dtadel 
acc^ible without difficulty to all comers. It communi ’ 
cated. With a cluster of golden bells within the Emperor’s 
own apartment, and he was immediately apprised by the 
^imd of the appearance of a suitor, and thus rendered 
mckpendent of any officers inclined to keep back infer- 
matiom KotwiLhstanding the magoificence of the Great 
Mogul, and the majesty and terror of liia presence, some 
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POOH of i-he petitioners exliibiterl a. freedom of speech that 
. appears stTfioge in less auiociauc kiwis. The son of a 
A.ujfiafl;. Biuliaii widow having complained to Jelinugire that 
his father had left 200,000 rupees, and that hia mother 
gave him vei-y little, tlie Emperor sent for her and 
desired her to give her son 50,000 rupees and ]dm- 
self 100,000; whereupon she denmnded penniseion to 
speak, and culled out with a loud voice,God save your 
majesty 1 I find my son hath some reason to demand the 
goods of his father, as being of his and my tlesU and 
blocxl and therefore our heir; but I would gladly know 
what kindred your majesty la to my deceased husbancl, 
to be his heir ? ” Jehangire kuglied and let her have her 
wilL 

The death of this monarch, from asthma, took place at 
the town of Muttl, between Caslimorc and Lahore, at the 
age of fifty-nine, after a comparatively peaceful reign 
of twenty-two years. By turns familiar and capricious, 
garrulous and haughty, pedantic in his learning, and 
miLch given to theological discussion (especially .when 
drunk) indolent, and a slave to wine, women, and opium, 
the character of this son of Akbar beam considerable 
resemblance to that of Ijis maudlin con temporary, Janies I. 
of England. But the Eastern monarch possessed a valuable 
quality, that was entirely wantiug in tlie character of James 
- — one of the greatest elements of success in the great ones 
of the world—the power of distlogukhiiig between those 
who were deseiving, and thcMe who were imworthy, 
of confidence and promotion These qualities enabled 
him to escape the impotent injustice of the miserable 
James; and saved his country from a reign of eeusttal 
parasites, who covered the glory of England as it were 
with a mummerk mask, and nmdo her king a laughing¬ 
stock and a bye-word among nations. 

From his boyhood Jehangire had been cruel as the 
grave, and when dnmk his ferocity knew no bounds. On 
one occasion, having commanded one of his servant-i 



ms CBUELTV. 


to bo skinned alive, the benevolent Akbar exclaimed 
I bitterly, that he wondered bow the son of a man, who 
andd not see a dead beaat ilayt'd witliout pain, oonid 
be gmity of such cruelty to a human being,’"* Witen 
sober he aSected a love of justice, and when tliDroughly 
Tousecl, would not spare those dearest to him. The stoir 
of Seif Alla, the adopted son of Koor-Mahal, affords an 
ilhi^ration of his savage justice. With the pride of high 
fltetiou. Seif Alla relused satisfaction to the parents of a 
child who had been trodden under foot hy his elephant, 
and on their becoming clamorous, exiielied them from 
the city districts of Burdwaii: they proceeded to T»ahoni 
to complain before the Emperor, and he immeduitely 
- commanded Seif Aik to render justice to them, Instead 
of obeying the Emperor, be threw them into prison ; upon 
tlieir liberation, they returned at once to Lahore, and not¬ 
withstanding the ellbrts of A.siph and Noor-Mahal, they 
obtained a second interview with Jebangire. The Em¬ 
peror, without saying a word, ordered Seif Alla into bis 
presence, men he arrived, he desired him to be bound, 
and having mounted the family of the mjured man on an 
elephant, the driver, received orders to make the animal 
tread Seif Alia to death. The driver dreading the revenge 
^ of the Empress, tried to escape die task ; but the threats 
of the Emperor compelled him at last to obey. 

Jebangire buried him with great magnificenco, and 
mourned for him for the space of two montlisL “ I lovcid 

him,*' said he, “but justice, like necessity, should bind 
kings." 

We have seen that under the cnliglitened rule of Aiasa 
the empire of the Great Mogul flourished exceedingly, and 
the wealth and prosperity of the people w as veiy great; 
that a considerable amount of lawlessness still existed’ 
may be gathered from a statement of Sir Thomag Rw, 
that he saw IQO robbers executed at one time at Agra^ 
and eight more left with their heads half severed in tlie 
streets. And die following verses, written by a I’ercian 
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travcUer on his arrival at Agrfi, show tlmt to the peaceful ‘f 
trsder the land of Hindostan still retained its terroi^: ^ 


*bJo, of which the greumi ii sataratod with huiniia fflind. ” 

WflU msj ^ba to hiTie ohtawed a nmewal of Ufo 
B Uraig man from the ptdli of G luenit.” <«»pfKi 


pie great queen NtJor-MalinJ survived her husband 
eighteen yeare; 250,000/. a year was annually paid to her 
out of the public treasuiy; her power, however, ceased ‘ 
enhrely at his death : from that day she never wore any 
colour but white : she wag too proud to bpeak even of ^ 
pubhc affairs, and gave up her mind to study, retirement 
^d Scorning to counsel where she had once 

dt<^ated, she retired altogether from tlie allairs of state. ■* 
and amongst the gardens and palaces of the royal resi- 
den€« ut Lahore she passed the luxurious evening of a life 
of gloiy and vicissitude, that reminds us of the lost days 

of the magmficent Queen of Palm)7a in her royal retreat 
near Tibtir. ^ 
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CHAP. xxni. 

AOCESeiOM OF BILiH JEHAB.-CHAB JKHaN MDf.-ArLTiriaA ZEVABI.—. 

the TAJE aUHAIi. — OBEAT ITAlflNE. 

SiiAH Jei£as mounted the throne of the Moguls at Agra chap. 
tmtler the high-sounding titlia of “ the True Star of the - 

Fiiith,” the " Second Lord of Happy Conjiinctiona,” and 
“tohommed the King of the World.” He was in the 
thirty-aixth year of his age ; his mother ivns the famous 
Jod Bae, daughter of Oody the Fat, almost os influential 
a Indy in Jehangire's household as Noor-Mahal herself. 

Her tomb at faecuudra stands close to the nmusoleuDi of 
the great Atbar, 

His accession was opposed iiy Prince Shebriar, who, 
y t e^ Influence of Hoor-Mnhal, had been notned by 
Jehangirc during his last illness Ida auccesaor; but by the 
assistance of Aaipb, and Mohabit, Shehriar nvus soon 
overcome, blinded, thrown into prison, and soon after¬ 
wards murdered. 

Jehan inaugurated his reign with the Indiscriimnate 
slaughter of all his mole relativea; heamote aU the house 
^^her, and left not of the royal line of the Mogul any 
male that breathed esc^t himself, ShchHor, we have 
seen, was blinded and slain; two sons of his brother Chu- 
sero were murdered at Lahore; also two sons of Akbar’s 
drunken son DanM, who had been imprisoned duidng the 
whole of Jehangire’s reign. By dagger and bowstring ho 
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bote dc^nytdaU tlio innlM cf the house of Timuur, liehhiiaelr 

bf^ the only reutaioiog .Wnthut. 

16J8-ST. „ ^ ““'"■nts of the character of Shah Je]i™ „ 

aaarajhcto^ ,I,at the stodeat of the hteory „f 
B Wy pozaW, wiuiat eorae Mstoria J dcscdtel^^ 
M ao luigrateM atm; arebellioiia subject - and 7™ J 

01 Unisem, bhdimp, und indeed all Lia male rekti^res ■ 

S-Ht r u“ T -tra^ 

" rr tr,^Lg^ 

for all Ids chadren lo'Su^^LT.raaf - ™ 

rhatCZtt'^ -^’pJ^-eTaSlo™ 

quest; and few of them coiilfl fe^l 

any of their ,o„le rahttives reatai, Jd X ™Mbr'' 

lies of COD8aiIg|iinity bv a *lln?^ eWig^troua 

at tlmt ecHtid'in fetus 

th(ui imperial ibimluyE, of fbp « / the more 

Ariph^bd. 

revenues amounting to iipn-urds of m 
^'hilstiiloliabit was raked^to Ibe f u i^terling; 

geneml of aU the forees. with 

Oian Cliannn, or fim of nolde. "" Fn^ * 

•J.u.n».rati„„ „f d,u fura.„ theiote JtU'" 11“'^ 
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Uito uad^ fbetotcTtheZ^- “ 

tue lorter, meiimnjro wiia (.'steDded fiir 

OrirMciru? tile 

“‘k »f >ke y« d«b.,«.ble 

^t?h of*„n"^B Emrkf'proSb™ toW it" w|.M 

pitch of Jiittgnificetice. Agra and BeDii were at^Ilnt 
pent>J the EDfwt i^rioAvned citif?3 in tim t jl 

co.dd w of equal welll, „„d raagoiflue.!i "° 

19 th *^*'*‘;k « ^krongofgjUluntcaTaliereandDoUe pmtoes 
dapbauLsehinlug Z 

tJieir i-auk and titles, and otliera on either'^idp »n K 

tootJipiek and silver spitting ves^eL or to h^df o n “ 

flies and dust • the nmnd i ^ 

T “ rajiihs and omriihs of the 

w‘Jf r ;:r4r« “"4 sit 

d^rT 1’°^'^ “”'1 •>>'"dSp^ioT 

"^-rsiS'dSr; " 4 . 4 ™"!-’" ^ 

u>«^d involve .hlrtole'^^SuS "■* 

urkN lebccs. Tartan, aad Ambiens, whose oacestoK 
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BME resided for three or four geaeratiooH in TEmdostou, 
'—.— were considered a deteriorated racef and seldom omploycd 
162iJ-^7. offices, ifen like Chau Johan Lodi, whose ances¬ 

tors reigned before the house of Timour; and Mirza 
Abdul Jhiliin, who boasted his pedigree direct from 
Timour himself, were amenable to no laws or inflneticefl 
but their own unbridled will; and the following narration, 
by no means singular in the history of a court by tnnia 
childish in its amusenients and inhuman in its ciimca, 
illustrates clearly enough tlie power and temper of the 
fierce nobles surrounding the throne of tlm Great Mogid. 
Chan Jehan was from his youth an opponent of 
MoguL: he derived Ida birth from the impend family 
of Lodi, and he had not altogether abandoned the hone 
of regaining tlie splendid patrimony of his race. Many 
Afighans of his tribe served under him \ and confiding in 
their attachment, he viewed with secret pleasure any 
difficidliea that threatonetl the dynasty of the family of 
Tomour. ^ 


Tliia feeling of hfsstility to the reigning family broke 
into actual flame at the death of Jehangire. Chau Jehan 
was then in command of the Deccan, and treated with 
insult and contempt the messenger of the young Emperor 
sent to announce his accession to the throne. 

Tlie renowned Mohabit was sent against him, hut Chjm* 
Jehan considering discretion the better part of valour 
aent messengers to him to request hia mediation with 
the Emperor, explaining away his conduct by the difficulty 
there had alwaj^ existed in deciding in favour of the 
reigmog Emperor against the will of Jehangire “But 
now, continued he, “ that Shah Jehan remains alone of the 
posterity of Timour, Lodi cannot hesitate to obey his 
commands." On making this submission Lodi waa appa¬ 
rently received to Imperial favour, but the forgiveness 
wiB only nominal. The Emperor had in Ins'" youth ■ 
ix^mved an insult at the bands of Lodi, and he was one 
who winwr forgave: whilst in arms agmnst his father he 
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po^on to pas3 through Locli’a goveniment 
to ^baolutoiy refused, and hlsult added 

to injEuy by the formal presentation of a thousand 

fT^\u nies^nger of Lodi had not coim,ge to 
dehver the humihaung present; when he got beyond the 
walls of Berhmnimre, where Lodi reside*!, he kve the 
rupe^, the hor«j, and the dress to a ehepherd,®desiriiuf 
him to letum the whole to Lodi, and to tJl him dmt^ 
Ac preheiits were not nnworthy for him to give they 
were t™ insj^cant fo, 1 , 1 , g 

pee' Although Shall Jehan reaped thT indiS 
he never forgave the intention, and emIefoUy wateh^ Ms 
■ tor revenge. A sJiort time after the accession 

ol /ehan,^an ^ict of immum'ty was issued in favour of all 
the om^ who had opposed his accession to die throne • 
and Lodi avmled himself of the indulgence to go to Court - 
sup^ng that \m portion of one of the nobles of 
the knd was unaffected; but he was soon undeceived: on 
first appearance, tlie usher obliged him to perform 

^mepmst^tiousmeonsktentwilh hishighnmk. Unable 

biit^or aLsable to obey; 

b^it not so his son Amnut Khan, a fierce yoimg wamo; 

of sixteen years of age, who thinking he had iLn kept 

Bigmal for rising was given; the iislmr in a mge struck 
him over the head with Im rod, and insisted upon his 

throwing l«lf„n the ground again. IrritatedLyond 

endimmce, A^mnt drew his gwoid and aimed a blow at 
the nshers head; aU was now confusion, and nothin.^ less 
dnm the i^mauon of the sovereign was expecterfo the 
Emperor l^ped from his throne, and all piSLt ^ew 

and shut themselves up fo bis house with 300 faJtlifiil 
ollowc^ where he was immediately besieged by the 
^yd Gnartl. Ihe house was dose by the palace! und 
luiwdJmg to uae artiUciy bo near his harem, Shah j^han 
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EtoK cnd^vouriid. hut in ViUa, to eiihco him to a auirender ; but 

-.—. Ivm.li knew how certain was hia doom, once ill the hiuuk ' 

1S2^7. OTiouiieg, imd he deluimined to escape or die in the 

attempt. Ni^Iit in tilt mean time caiue ou, the enemy g 
were thundering at the gates, uiid hia wives were eutreatin 
liiru to secure Ids safety by fliglit; he knew not how to 
act; to rejuain was death ■ to desert Ida women an act 
unw^nlliy of life; they saw lila grief, and their resolution 
was at dhee taken' retiring to an inner apartment, Lliey 
destroyetl tbeinselveg with daggera. When Lodi was 
informed of this act of devotion, fury and desperation 
took the place of doubt; asaisted. by his sous he buried his 
two fuitliilil wives in the inner court; vvhon star ting up, 
with rage in hia eyes and terror on hia brow, he emumoned . 
hia retahu^ in the courtyard, and mounting his home, 
ordered his druiua to be beaten and bis trumpets to be 
sounded; and himself thro wing open the gate, cut liis way 
through the iMounded gunrda, exclaiming, “ I will awaken 
tlie tyrant with the sound of my departure, but he sliall 
tremble at my return/' 

Disturbed by the noise, the Emperor stai ted from bLs 
bed, and furious at the escape of Ida enemy, ordered tea 
of his chief nobles to puraiie him. Lodi rode forty miles 
ivithout drawing rein ; when he was stopped by the 
river Cliambul, which was so high that he could not cross * 
it without danger; here he was overtaken by (he imperial 
troops and a desperate combat ensued. He defended 
IiiinBGlf till scarce one huudred of his men remained 
unhurt; he was wounded, m:id could scarce rit his hor^e ^ 
when his sons Hussein and A^mut conjured idm to attempt 
the river, and leave them to guard liia retreat. Unwilliug 
to lose both hia sous, he iiiaistcd that one dioald accom- 
piiny him, and a contest of generosity now arose between 
them as to which should have the honour of devoting hia 
life to save that of his father, Tim enemy were pre^incr - 
tliem hard, and every moment was of oonaeqnence when 
at tlmt inEtant Perist, the usher who had struck Limut 
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in tJie praeuce appaired in front of the Impermlistg. 

exclaimed. Azmutj ^ the thing is detenained; 
dost thou behold tliat viUflin and ask im? to go? " He ro- 
turned with hh ahattered bond to die etrife, vYhilst liis 
father and brother plunged in the river. 

Tile obnasioua usher was a CaJmuc Tartar of great 
personal strength, and the moment he saw the youn^ 
warrior advance into the plain, be started from tJie rmila 
to meet liim; superior skiU alone saved this youddU 
Da%aa from his gigantic foe; be advanced with his bow 
ready bent, and aimuig an arrow, emote him in the fore¬ 
head, and bud liim dead at hia horse’s feet. But Azinut 
did not long survive Ms exploit; the Imperialists closed 

- around him and his gallant band t and before his lather 
and Hussein liad gained tlie furtlier shore, his soul, and 
those of his daring ctnuradis, had winged their way to the 
heroes' paradise. 

After a series of exploits and hairbreadth escapes 
worthy of the Bruce himselt; I/xli found safety vdtli the 
Nizam iit Doivliitubad ; but iho ISinperor waL^ dlsturbctl at 
the ^'Dpie of his noble foe, and he used evety argument 
to induce his protector to deliver lihn up; he even ad^ 
vaneed into the Deccan at the head of MiO.OOO horse, to 

- siMTender, In the meantime Lodi mar- 
ishaUeu the imited fiircts of Golconda iijid Beejapore to 
resist the Mogul, and everywhere war deeoluted the 
table-knd of the Deccan. 

Shah Jehnn felt it beneath his dignily luniself to head 
an army against a rebelhous subject; bu t his place v,m 
ably supplied by his \4zier Asiph Jnh ; and Lodi was at 
length utterly defeated and hia army scattered to the 
n'mdi Again he was forced tody; and after iimtiiuemble 
snfferiiiga, only varied by unceasing strife, be was over^ 
taken by a detachment of 5000 Imperial troops ; liia 
follower were reduced to only thirty men; he begged 
them to leave him, and as a Last act of friendship to ive 
tliemaelves by Uight. They refused, with the noble answer, 
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thftt that was the only command they could not ohey; 
he made no ^ply, but advanced sword In hand against 
the enemy. The Imperiai general was thunder-struck 
when he saw tbrty mcu. advancing against hve-thou-^ 
Hind, and sup|>uKd they intended to surrender; but was 
undeceived; and when at a short distance from 
s ^e he gave ordera to his men to fire, IxxU fell dead 

Thil! di^tT f*^’.** died to a man. 

ihu. died the last representative of the line of 

princes who niled Hindostan before the advent of Timoiir 

A wamor of the true stamp of Hayard or Baber, hb mind 

ivas noble as his descent, and hb courage equal to his 

chivaliy can boast names as 

bLTdor^n“" Of European histoiy; . 

the accesses 

dl odier sources of happiness into the shade ' 
^eaven had vouchsafed to him its greatest earthly ble^W 
Imn one whose beauty was only equaled by hS 
Tut^, and who obtained, by the noblest tmd nurest 

lUtnbntes of her seiv, the influence that is often: ch;Ltled 
to less escellen t quali ties. i-i'ncetiwi 

'r'?™’’*'j""' ™ “i'' 

me possesaon of the Mongul, affords an illustration of the 
mantle, thougli not always creditable, drcuinsbinccs, that 
^ua„Uy the r« of the fovouri«> of 

must raiding his fatliers court at JV<^ r l 
wuth aU the other princes and nobles toot 
in attending the fete days of the NoroL J^ligbt 

of the Court clbplayii their w"’^ 
chandise, to ail comers ; and .sold to th^ K n 
on this occasion the Emperor Jehfin bidder ; ' 

dc«irtd all the ladies to provide ^ had 

P precious stones; and the - 
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riotaon were to purchase at Tvlmtey.^r price the 

Udie. chope to put upon them. The ladies obeycil the 
mpenal jnjtin^on, and took and arnmged their booths 
acconiuig to thoir lancy. In on1er to inaugiimte vfith 
t-f=pw‘ial honour the erected market of the royal 

^ilace, the lung Jumself annomieed Ids intention of 

day attended 

^Jth all the gaUiiDto and noblee of his court, to purdmse 
the jewels and otl,er trideg die kdies had to dispose of. 

iruig the fau‘. Prince Johan coming to the booth of 
Arjeniimd Jfcntu daughter of the xhiar Asipli Jaii, and 
wife ot Jemal klinn, asked her what she had to sell - ajid 
was promptly answered, she only iiosseaaed one krjjc 
, ihamond, and that its price woa very- high; he deairdd to 
eee it; when she showed hhn a piece of fine transparent 
hiigar candy, of a tolerable good diamond figure. On 
enqmnug what price she set upon it^ ahe ""told him 
with a ple^nt air it was worth a kc of rnpees, 
l-, 300 /.; he immediately paid the money; and gettW into 
con.^tion with her, foimd her wit w'as as exqmStc aa 
er and imited her to the palace; she aeeordingly 

went thither and remained two or tliree daj^. Stnm-^e to 
any, on returning to her hnsband, she was not so'Xvell 

- ‘^1 wherenpon eIio made complaint 

to Jehan, who wnth princely vehemence,ordered him to the 
elephant ^rden, there to be destroyed by an elephant. 

Je^ Khan, however, the Jncklesa husband of tliia 
ftTul lair one, desired to speak to die king liefore his 
esecubon ; and feing graciously idlowed the favour, he 
mvplamed that his coldness to hia wife, far from being 
de^igm^ as an ms^t to the heir apiiareut, was intended 
as the highest po^-iible compliment. It was not tliat he 
was imgiy with her for her Javourable reception of the 
royal advances; but tliat he himself felt unworthy to 
r^ivG back to his bosom one who had gainetl the aflec- 
lions of the son of the Mogul 1 

Jehan was liighly pleased with his judicious lionkge ; 
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gave him u royal suit, with the command of 5000 hoTse; 
and relieved lum from hjs dumcatic diificu% by taking 
hia Beraglio, where she soon, beeiune liia 
'■ fiivoMiU! wife and the mother of his eliildren. 

When Shah Jehan mounted the tlirooe, jiijemund 
Banu was dignified with the title of Mumbhta Zemtlni, 
the Moat Exulted of the Age. She united in her mind 
and peryon, much of the exquisite beauty mid foadnation 
of her aunt, Noor-lTaiiul, with the wiadora and iut^rity 
of her grandfather and fetlier. 

Notwithstanding the very questionable incident tliat 
caused her elevation to the throne, the subsequent conduct 
of Mumtilza Zemthii fully warranted the deep and lasting 
affection of Jehan, A virtuotw woman, we know', is, a 
crown to her hushaud, and dnyiiig the greater part of hia 
reign did this priceless chaplet adorn tlie brow of Shah 
Jehan ; during the whole of her life he had no other 
WTfe ; and for twenty years he was that Thmius of Eastern 
marned Me, that almost imaginary being of Moliammetlaii 
history, the husband of one wife. 

Mumt^a bore liiin a child filniost eveiy' year, and when 
at l^gth she died in child-birth, and to charm death's 
latal power no herb vms found; wlien “ the silver coni 
^ ioofled, and the bowl broken at the fountain,” Shah 
Jehan mnongst the number of those who, at the 
end ot life, brought to acknowledge, that of all the 
good that providence has spread in their path, the 
love of woman has been the most delicious, the most 
^ durable, and even the Icinst de- 

The tale of Mumtaza’s death k thus told by the native 
histonau : “In the fea^d agonies of a prolojgetlkljour 
the queen unagmetl she heard the child cryC iu W 
womb ; she ,^nt mimodiutely to her husband Shah Jehan 

..w I ,„u ™ 
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to mke to.you. Promise me that you will never marry 
a^u, that no more of your cliildren may dispute witJx 
n^e your love and your riclies ; swear to me, moreover, 
• tlmt you will raiae over my remams a tomb that will 
render my name immortal.’ Her pTesuntimenta were 
true, and alie died immediately after in giving birth to a 
daughter." 

From the daya of Herodotus down to the present 
tune, great prmo£?a; distinguished stateumen; TOnqiierors, 
and poets ; and even the “ homunculi,” the smallfiyof the 
^ luiman ace, have sought to peqietuate in tijeir toinba 
the notice they enjoyed, or coveted, during iheir lives 
Tlie return of dust to dust \ of flesh to its jnirent earth ; 
- has ftom time immemorial bee-n commemorated by the 
conversion of gold into atone; the victory of death 
recorded by the labours of the liirng. 

Amongst Eastern monarchs especially, the ernsctlon of 
splemlid tombs for themselvea or thdr relatives, or even 
for the dissevered niembera of their living bodies, haa 
alwap been considered a snered duty.^ 

Shah Jehan obsen^ed to the letter the last request of 
her he had loved so well He took no other wife j and at 
his bidding there arose on the banks of the Jumna at Agra 
I ^ the mo^t eostly tomb that ever covered mortal clay. To 
this day may be seen, sharp and beautiful, as if chiselled 
but yesterday, the marble walls and priceless mosaics, 
the lofty mitiaj^ts and polished dome of the Queen of 
edifices," reposing itmid luxuriant gardens, marble foun¬ 
tains, and waving cypresses; and aflbrdiiig a predons 
proof of the aflection and magnificence of the Emperor 
of Hmdostan and of the worth .and influence of his 
bemitifnl wifa 

The labour of twenty thousaud men, duriug twenty-two 
^ yt^rs * an expenditure of nearly u. niillion sterling; tlie 
^ mines of Goleouda; the precious atones of C^jlon; the 
^ ja^iper and kpi^kzuli of Osubul; the genius amd'skill 
of Italy j combined to miae this testimony of affection, and 
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emblem of mortality; and to aild another costl)'' monuTnent 
to commemoFatc the sting of death ; the victory of the 
grave j the harvest of the angel Azmel | the unerring 
stroke of the rider on the white horse, 

TIte Taj Mahal k the most perfect specimen of Ssiru- 
oenic architecture in the ■world; it was more costly 
than the "whole of those immortal temples raised by tiie 
princely*Pericle8 on the Acropolis pf his native city, to 
ustohiah succeeding; agea \>y their roarvellons beauty, and 
to mark ns it were the limits of the beautiful in art, 
beyond which, imperfect man is not destined to arrive.® 
The e!X(]uiaite Wsh of tho whole building removes it 
far beyond the TeAlm.s of criticism or comparison, It 
bears to the cathedral of Mitun about the.some resem¬ 
blance that a highly finished miniature of Thorburn does 
to a life-size portTiut of Yaud3"ke, 

The remark of the famous ItJilian architect ilafiani, that 
all that ivas required to render it perfect was a glass 
case sofficiently laige to contain it; cemveys some idea of 
its apparently fragile and exquisite beauty; whibt the 
exclamation of the impulsive Frenc hnian, “Je cousun- 
tirois monrir a I’inatanl meme si j*dtaia s&re d'avolr un 
semblable tombeau," shows the strange effocts of its 
beauty on some enthusiastic natures. It was built some 
hundred years after the palace of the royal race of 
Grenada had been destroy<^ by the bigoted churchmen 
of LjubcUa of CastiUc; and it has ever since been to 
the travellers and architects of the East, what the 
remains of the palace of Boabdil still are to the dilettante 
of the ; ft tuiraeJe of lieauty and skiLL 
The years 1631 and 1632 were marked by public 
calamities of vajious kinds; a fiimine of more or leas 
severity raged over the greater part of Asia ; an extraor¬ 
dinary drought dried up all the rivers, and the chapped 
ground refused her increase; starvation, followed by 
disGi^ and dentil, ravagcal the finest lauds of India, 
rersia, an<i Western Turtary ; m the latter country no 
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rain fell for yTeiirs ; and populous and flourishing provincoa 
fturc converted into and and howling aolitudcSi 

At first SIj!^ JeLnn did all ho could to nUe^date the 
suffhiin^ of his people; ho ram it ted taxes to the amount qf 
three inilliona sterling, and opened the public treasury for 
the relief of the poor; but money could not i^iirchiise that 
which did not exist, and the harvest of death was unstayed,. 

At length he got impatient at the apathy of those who 
m their extremity sought relief at the shriue of tiieir 
gods rather than in more eneigetic esertiona; and he was 
enraged witlj those who prayed, for assistance they were 
too hay to affoi d themselves. If they have a thousand 
gods, said he, “ yet the thousand have not been uhle to 
guard^them from fiunine i this array of divinities, instead 
of being benefidul to tlidi- votaries, distracts their at¬ 
tention by its numbers i and I am therefore deterniined 
to expel them from my umpire,'' He unsheathed thu sword 
of rel^ous pciaecution against them, and gave orders for 
breating the graven images, and dtistroying ihuir temples 
with fire : but, as ever has been the case iu India, perse¬ 
cution merely augmented the evil it was intended to 
destroy; fouatidiim took the place of credulity; and 
thousands who had thitherto sought rehef in the liimnleas 
adoration of stocks and storms, sprang to arras, and died in 
defence of their outnigod gods. Jehtin saw the impolicy 
ot iii3 flct; und the iil>boiT4?fl edict wus recfilltid wilJi tlic 
cutting sarcasm, “ that a prince wlio wishes to have sub¬ 
jects must take them witli all the IrumTiery and trouble 
of their religion.” 

These were .sad days for the natives of Hindostan: the 
march of armies, and thu sword of peraecutioti, devastated 
even the scanty harvest that providence had vouchsafed, 
and added to the number of those whom famine and 
disease liad spired ; and whilst the Emperor smote hip and 
thigh his ovv-n starving subjects, Asiph Jah earned the war 
into the Deccan and TtJiiigiiiia, and laid waste with fire and 
sword the fiiirest provinces of the kingdom of Ueejaporc. 
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III iho.yt’ar fuIlDwicg the European and Mogul nrmiea 
first diiihed on the biinkB of the Hooghly. Shall tTehou 
had a particular cause for animosity against the Portuguese, 
who had settled in Beugal during the reign of his giund- 
father. Whilst in anus agalust Lis father, he appUed for 
assistance to Michael Hodriguez, who commanded the 
Portuguese troops in Bengal, aud yens refused with the 
insulting rcniark, that it was contrary to ChrUtian prin¬ 
ciples to assist a rebel who had wantonly taken up iirms 
against his father und sovereign. JcLau never forgave 
the reproof^ nnd it scarcely required the instigation of his 
favourite sultana, MumtAzn ZemAnq whose ortliodux 
deism was grievously insulted by the worship of saints 
and i ranges, to induce him to seek tlie first opportunity of 
revenging his insulted honour. 

The preteit was not long wanting. Cnsim Khan, 
governor of Bengal, sent to Agm to complain of the 
iusolcnce-and exactions of these strangers, who, instead 
of confining tlieiiuselves to trade, fortified their factory, 
and cxacteii heavy tribute from all the ships that passed 
imtler their fortress. The laconic injunction, “ expel these 
IduIivtorB from my dominions,’' was not go easily executed 
as expressed. ThePortugucso defended themselves bravely; 
but at length tlie fort was taken by assault, and 3(J00 
CliristiauH fell into the handa of Casira- their lives were 


spiiired, but their obnoxious images were destroyed and 
their trading privilege* aimuiled. 


NOTES TO CH.'LT'rER SSUI. 

1 MokummEd Toghl^k huriea om of bia teeth aad erected a tnaarililceiit 

toiutj civiir £l 

" thw qnrjtflfl tbe at 750,CXW,, Thitnip at Sktumd at 

-1.144,Irani'# coet A little oxer 700,000/., whiM tLi* whole cc»t oftb?^ 
ij^rUl hiuldiiigB nlmd hj Perickfl on the Acropolig «f Athi^Jii wm under 
#UO^CIOfH, 

Thi* whitfi ™ bronght irom Eitudflhiir, m™ than OOO mOca 

dwdimt, and fiom Jej^Kire, 200 or /iOO mil^ durtmit; the red from rnttehpcra 
mid fmm the nm-hh^iufing Mewai hilU. Om iiii>fdi! flower in tho 

stona&f cut to the eijMrt ahapenerwaaiy, i±id 
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SDAir J^EIEAK's sons, t>AEA, AtlCmfGEEIlI, A»B JIDRAU,_niS 

1>EATI1h^—A^|I t7S^3ZtBI: 110LT5TB THE TtiKOJTK. 

Tub firat yegre of the reign of Shah Jehan were blesacd 
by the triplefKM^on of agood wife, a sound oonatitudon, 

an u aithM mier; but his latter iiya were embittere<J 

u . I ambition of his children. In a 

aketch like the present it is useless to attempt to unravd 
tJie emhcss intricate plots of which the Imperial throne 

e ir I last yejus of the reUrn 

ot Shah Jehfln - but a glance at the tortuous path by w hich 
AurungKebe mounted theifustmd of the Mogul,is necessan^ 
bJ an apprecMtion of his character, and to the correct 
irndE^tandmg of the state of Hindustan at that period 
Of the numerous children bom to Shah Johan by iihs 
wife, the daughter of Asiph Jab, four sons and two 
daughters only Jiad suririved. Of. tliesc. Dam, the eldest 
SOD, was witliont doubt, one of the most accomplished 
and cnhglitcned princea that India ever pmduced He 
was a^^ble, witty, and liberal; and his misfortunes 
aro^chicUy from too much self-relianc-e, and a haughty 
indifference to the opinJons of othens; he was occasioDately 
passionate; but Jus temper passed away like a fire of straw 
luhcntmg the strong intellect of his fiimilT, he was the 
most highly educated man in his dominions; and not 
^ntent with cultivating the learning of Perak and 
he drunk denp at the ancient streams of Hinduo 
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pliilosophy. And evon studied the history and redigioD of 
, Europe under Pern Buzee, principal of u commuuity of 
Jesuits, Vi'lioDi his liberality had induced to settle at Agra, 
I^ridor gives hut a very iadUTerent account of the 
hiith ol PriiicG Dura; he describes him as a lux Jfussul- 
man, a pagan ^\ith pagans, ami a Christian with Cbristlaus. 
Bm nearly every one of the race of Tiraour were deists ; 
and in diaplsying perfect liberality m all matters of faith, 
and listening with the same interest and curiosity to all 
the various religious disputations of Ins subject^ he was 
only fohoiving in the steps of Atbur, and the other 
liberal thinkers of his rac&^ Aware that Ida liberality in 
religious matters bad alienated the affection of the great 
Mussulman, uobles of his father’s court, and alive to the 
impending struggle for the throne, he cultivated Mammon 
iu the persons of liis Christian and Hindoo subjects. Ho 
was especudly opposedto those bitter religious animosities, 
that in all ages have prompted and excused eo much 
cruelty and injustice; and not satisfied vritli, mere pro¬ 
fessions on the subject, he wrote a treatise, in the vain 
hope of reconciling the Hindoo and Moalem crouds. 
Tliese liberal tendendes gave rise to many bitter enmities 
on the part of rigid Moslems; but on the whole, they 
rendered Hora popular with the great niass of his subjects; 
and combining, as he did in a rumarkahle degree, tlie - 
frank generosi^ of the soldier with die polished cultiva¬ 
tion of the man of letters, he was at the time of his fiitJier’e 
tletluoneraeut the most illustrious of the noble race of 
F^aber, 


Sujah, tho second sou, mudi resembled liim, but he 
was more secret and more linn ; fearless as a soldier, he 
was 3 Vt more fearless in debaucheiy ; prudent in ull ’tlio 
conoems of lifci in pleasure lie knew no master but Ills 
Although his father and brother were Sunnecs ho 
lavoured the Shialis, the domiumit sect of Perijia* and it 
was to the pelt Pemiau nobles, who, since the return of 
nuiumoon, had been all powerful in Hindostan, that he 
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looked for supporL The thxrd son, Aumngzobe. whose ohap 
name la distinguished in Eiistem history that of 
any govereign who ever occupied the throne of Hindoataii 
was one of those chiiractcra who in evoiy age and in dl 
conntna wiU rise to distinction. A stmuger to the noble 
pnerosity and liberal nature of Dura, and inferior to Suiuh 
m pcreomd appea^ce and prowess, he yet eclipsed them 
l^th in tho^ 9ohd quaUties that exalt man above his 
lehows i ambition w^ his god, sucoess in life Iiis etndv 
an^ every gift of bis nature, every acquirement of his 

undemtanding, were bent to the attainment of these 
objecu. 

Selfish, cruel, and exceedingly well versed in die arts of 
^ dis^mbling, he allowed no generous impidse to tliwurt his 
ambition ; no mer^ to temper his will; no compunction 
to interfere with the <^ecution of his plans. ,Wie bv 
natu^, and a hypoente by policy, he combineti in tlm 

impugnment ofhis hither, and the lelentleas extotmina- 

Lion of his brother^ the venoinoua craft of Louis Xt witli 
the mercile^ ferocity of Caisar Borgia. Under tlie Jiumble 
garb of a Moer he concealed the prido and emdtv of an 
ambitious and pitiless tyrant; and whilst a hemiitime 

was tho professed object of his desires, a tlirone waslie 
real mnv of his life. 

IJjiperor Aunmgzebe occupies the same position in 
Eastern Imtoty tliat Louis XI. docs in that of Eujone • 
unforgiving and cmfty in all the relations of private life’ 
lie yet nd^ his country with marked success, and 
paralysed his foes as much by his energy as by his deceit,^ 

Morad, the fourth and youngest son of Shah Jehan 
was haughty, imperious, daring, and thoughtless; a slave 
to wme, women, and the worship of the wind, he despised 
cabab and the mtrignes of the cabinet, and gloried in 
keepmg nothing secret; he delighlis] in athletic exercises, 
smd boasted loudly tliat he trusted only in his urro and 
sivord to enfoa-u hi.s claim to the throne. He was unfit t-, 
bold imperial power hmisell'; but ho promised to become 




TILE FBIKCES OF ISOIA. 





a most aangerouB iDStromcnt in tiie hands of liia more 
cuplomfitic brotJiEr Aoruiigzeb6. 

1(528-57. ,, ^ghtuta of Shah Jehan were no loss couspicuoiia 

than his aona; Jehanara, or Begum Sahed, the eltlest, was J 
“ O-tiful, and a great unt; she was pasaiomitely 
evoted to her father, who had every confidence in her, 
pd iQ most cases was tlic servant of lier will. This 
mflueip gained her vast and costly presents, which she 
jpent m generous and liberal donations; she supported 
lara m all Im in^gues, and openly proclaimed her soli¬ 
citude for his welfaro. Bred up in the vicious atmosphere 
f. her mind did not escape the low momlitv 

that typifies the fomide sex iu the East. In coimtri^ 
w lere t e pninrose path of love is hedged in unth death, 
wd where the sack and bowstring are the penalty of 
violated cliMtity, tlie ruling passion is yet as omnipotent 

iS t hankers, or an 

appml to tli-e new divome court 

M<uio, « WM a .la,« to W.allhough aworo that death 

she had a^ilted a atutor to her chamber, when .he was 
mopracd bj-a euddeo eieit fiom herWr; at h;r^rim■ 
eod m «mre flio escape of her lover, the oa y pLrof 
Mn^meot that offered itself waa one of the «™t- 
rauld[ 0 iM, made to hold water for the hath, into vrtich 

fuller hustled; but Shah Jehan, who was 

fi% aware of his daughter’s tree and easy moriditv -md 

fhpVT T? eonv^ctW her S;c; ' 

a« “F“'=‘^S'--“f<=‘!onal^.ad’rvSg ' 

grt^ibly on vanous matters, he enquired why he fourwl 
Hit* “tile Jell arrayed than neual; miding 

sasfps. 

perform liur ablutions T ^ 

pparently uuconsdous of her 
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chucrfidJy amyetsmg till lug eunuahg brought bim word 

• Javer was done, when he departe^d 

Without a frown or a word of reproach: * on anotliJ occa- 
aion, eu^eetuig an ommh ofhigJi mnk of enjoying the fatal 
djatmction ot hig daughter’s love, he treated him with 
marked att^^tion, and gave him from hig own box betel 
so bighJj poiaoQcd, that on eating it ho feU down dead 
I^chen^ Begum, hia second daughter, though 
haii^me or spintuelle as Jehanara, wjw^t 
cheeifti, ipawfuj, and ambitions, and was not for helJnrl 
her sister in the pumuit of doubtful pleasures. She was 
devoted t,> Auraogtebe, and it wa« by bar asnalonce that 
. be maoa^ so eoiupletdy to checknuilo the bold dipio- 
ma(^' of hig brfrther Dara. * 

Shah Jdian, with the natural affection of a hither for 
his hmt-boro, iu^^iatod Dura ^dth him on the throne; 
and feehng die imposaibilily of keeping his four sons at 
court togL‘ther, with the certainly of their destroying each 
other or of ^mg himself the victim of Uieir cabals, he 
c ed them to fiatralicg iti the most oppu^ite districts 
of hia empire; Sujah was sent to Bengal, AunmcKebe 
to the Dc^cc^n, and Morad to the small but impwtmit 
province of Guzerat. 

To calm the jealoiuy of his brothers Dara w^ nomi- 
mdly appointed to Caubul and Mouhan; but bdng the 
and heir to the tlirone, he did not in reality quit 

Dara was the fayonrite son of Shah Jehan; but be 
could not fad to discern the superior capacity of Au- 
nmgzebe for empire, and frequently sought from 1dm 
coun^d and advme. Tliis was veiy evident to Dara, who 
could not refium from eaying occasionally to hia friends 
in private, that of all his brolhera he feared “ only the 
bigot, that groat praying man,” 

Whatever influence the right of paternity might have 
esermsed over the younger sons of the Mogul, that 
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of primogeuiture Imd none at all, aud the ilecided pre¬ 
ference of Shah Jell an for Ida eldeat son was in itself 
sni&ciont to unite his brothers in enmity f^^inet him. 

In the year 1657, in the twenty-ninth year of liis 4 
reipn, Simh Jelian was seized with paralyBis iuid no 
sooner was his illneaa known than the kingdom was 
tlirown ujto commotion; for four daya the sliops were 
closed, and every one prepared themselves openly for 
imr. In hia imbecility Jehan began to dread the n<wer 
and hasty nature of Dara, and lived in perpetual terror 
of poison. In anticipation of his decease, his affectionate 
diiltlren quitted their respective governments of Bengal, 
tfuzerat, and the aouthem provinces, and marched with 
all them forces straight on Delhi, intent on e^eiling their 
mder brother, and of subsequently contendiug for the * 
throne amongst themselveaL 

It was to no purpose Jehan -wrote with his owm hand 
to say he was alive and doing weU, and desired them to 
return to their governments; they pretended not to be¬ 
lieve It, and masted dint he was dead ; but said if ho was 
^ivc> they were detennined to fine him fiom reatmints, 
rr*" commnnde. In execution 

ofthiadhal determmation,Aurungzebeform an alliance 

with Meer Jumla, a Persian of enormous wealth and expO’ 
nence, lately in the service of the king of Beeaepore; - 
^d nmbng ^th llorad and his army foom Guzerat, 
he prochumed Dam a kaffir or infidel, and Sujah a 
zy or heretic, equally unfit to rule over the faithful 
and commenced his march towards Agra. Sujah in the ' 
m^itune twivtinued to advance tow^ards the capital, un- 
mUmg to leave the field entirely to his bretheLfD^ 
dei^atched him Lis sou Soliman Ghekoh, a youth 

of great promise, who g^vined a considerable victor;, for dn. 
Sujah to retire; after .some time spentin a usel<^nnrsuir 

f«I« taf tl" ^ to »ave Uii - 

TW fi„i am,- by Jebaa .aj Dm, ^ 
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ntut^ forces of iforad and Aimmgzebe was coraniaiKlod 
by Jeswunt &ingh, a Jiajptjot chief of distinguiiihed 
feme. The contest was long doubtfiji, but at length 
,n favour of the brother., partly owing to the 
.m-s^blo ^Dantiyof Morad, and partly to the ti^chery 
of Coeim Man, the chief of Jesswunt’s aitifleir, who 

^ ^ strange device of burying the flinmnnitinT T 

in the sand- 

Aumiig7ebo marclied on to 
meet tJie bulk of the Imperial forces that were awaiting 
he BiTival of Dam to take command. JeJian tried in 
vam to stop this cruel war; but fiuding at length that it 
vwis impt^ible. he oomniiaaoned Dam to defend his throne 
. Hie aged monarch melted into tear, when bo despatched 
hw son wi J thiB very rpestionable bk'saing: « Go, Dartu" 
emd he, “ God bless time; but remember well my wonJs - 
if thou losest the battle, take heed if thou ever oome 
flgairi'into my presence.” 

The amy of Dam numbered 100,000 of the finest 
home m ffindostan, 20,000 infantry, and 4000 pieces of 

Simnn ' Avmmip:ebe scarcely amounteil to 

40,000 men, who were nearly wom outwitb long marching. 
Mtwithstandmg the discrepancy in number.. Darn wi 
^ iTOin the very first ont-nmnmuvred by Auning^cbc; but 
113 va oirr imi e up for his ivaiit of generalship ; mounte^l 
on a proud Ceylon elephant, he oub faced the fierce 
mhhery of A^uning^ebe, and at tlie head of hig troops 
broke tlnx>ugh the chained elephants, and entemd 4 
brutUera camp. 

Mei^me the courage of Aumngzebe did not quail; 
notwithgtancling the victorious rush of Dara, he stootl 
firm and attempted to arrest the fugitives by his manner. 
Callmg by rmme to those of hk great omi^s who were 
about him, he cned out, “ Courage, my old friend, God 
IS! what hope is there in dying ? Know you not how far 
off w our Deccan; God is! God is f and that they miaht 
see that he at any rate would not turn, he oomruanded 
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fefor^ them all to have his elephants' legs chained j and 
^ thus immoveable amidst the fluctuating waves of the fight, 
l62iii-57. remained a coiispiciioua lallying point for hia Mends 
and a mark for the onslaught of his foes. 

Fortune however still declared itself for Dara, and hut 
for a cjrcumaiance as unforeseen as it ivaa unfortunate 

?u I would have been complete! 

C alhJ-ufiah-Khan, one of the chief oflicers of Dara's army 
was hiB enemy ; he owed him a grudge, and now wi’ 
lus fiuiG to revenge it. Biding hastily up to Dam, he 
grretcd him with victoiy, »G.xl save your Majesty, you have 
filled the victory; what will you do any longer ou your 
elephant? what remauis now to be done but to take honie 
pursue these runaways? let us do so, and not sufTer 
them to escaj^ our hands.- Blinded by these sweet worfs,'" 
Jinm allowed himself to be tempted down from his 
cleplmt, and joined fiercely in the pursuit; no sooner 
waa he i^saed from his howdah than alarm ™d 
h,3 anny, and Callil-nlhih-Khan prockimiug 
almid that he was dead, a panic seieed Im vlctorioua : 

fortime so fickle, or great events so regulated by the 

^ convert 

yetoiy that even then hovered over the head of Dar t 
into nun and disgrace, and to place on the brow of ^ 
Au^^be the croivn of Hindostan. Taking advantage 
of the conimsion ]m treason had caused, Callil-nlM-Khau 
now joined Aurungaebe witli 30,000 cavalry, and the 
^ctory was complete. Dara fled to jW bm mindfiil nf 

father’, parti, j.i„j„ncUo„.a.ml 

^ howarar Mt for hi™, aad 

^ifort him deainng Mm to go to Delhi, where he would 
fold troops, &c., and assuring him that m tlm 
he woMd do lu, beet to caveat 

How waa the mighty faicu; he wholSrceli a we^l- . 
teforehad marched Ihroagli the streets of du. 

.he tad of the amic. of the JlogJ: 
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fngitiTC ivltb 300 foUuwGrs, The imfortimate Dara 
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not the only person of rcnoi^n whose return lioine after 
thid fntd defeat was nltenrled ivith difEculty ; seeing tJie 
Lopelessnesd of the cause, Jeswunt Sing, after dbplnyiucT 
prothgies of raJour, returned to liia ovv^u capital of Oodi^ 
fortv with onli' 400 toen, fJie sole aiuvirors of a body- 
guiml of S,000 wlio had attended liJm to the field; instead 
of receiving him with the welcome his misforttuies 
desen-cd, Iii5 iinfe, a descendant of the liana of Oodlpore, 
the oldest anatocmey in Indk, or in the world, ordered 
♦ die gates to be shut, and refused to let him enter ; she 
fieicely denied that he was her husband “ The son-in¬ 
law of the great Rana,” she said, “ could not have so Iowa 
-soul as to veutuix^ to leave a field of defeat alive.” In 
war she said, a Rajpoot Rrineo must eitlier vanquish or 
die, and having ventured to iiuirty into so illustrious ti 
]iou5(% he ix-^iircl to coiiKK|ucncei 4 j iiinUUc 

Its virtues; adding that even tliough her husband was 
boae enougli to avoid death by dishonoar, it did not befit 
her Jiigli blood and lineage to endure the same She 
orderal Lor ftiueml pile to be raised, and it was only on 
the illstinct promise that lie would ndse another army to 
avenge his defeat, that ahe consented to live and to see 
iier astounded lord. 

Aurungaciw marched direct to Agm, proclalmim^ 
openly the incapadtj- of liis aged futhe^ and bis deter^ 
iniimtion to free him from tlie thraldom of evil miun- 
GeUopf. Arrived at Agra, he seized the [tnlaco aird placed 
Ilia father Jcliaii under close restraint, together with Ids 
sister Jehaiiara, and the wife and son of the defeated. 
Dam. 

imding he could not arrest his advance, Shah Jehan 
sought to inveigle Aurungzebe into his power; on one 
^ occasion he nearly enticed him into the pidaeo, where he 
had sevenil lusty Tartarian ivomen conceaJctl, ready to 
seize and stnmgle him at n given signal- but the fo.vWas 
not so easily trapped. Aurungzebe doubted the sudden 
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BOOK groTrtli of afToction in llie 'bosom of loa father, aiiJ kiitw 
too well the liiitreJ concealeil in that of his sisier JehaiifiriL 
lloi'eover nil the plots and secrets of the Cuiul ivere 
carefiiUy conlided to him by his younger shier Eanchnufti'a 
Hegutn. Altliough master of the capital and of tlio 
tlu-uae, Aurungzelie had yet laiiny dark deeds of lilotnl 
to pcifietmie, Iwfore his power <»uld be considered 
tirmly established. Darn iudeed was defeated, but yet 
lived ; and Monid, liis ally, non’ alive to the sehish designs 
of his brother, was already asserting his riglit to the lion’s 
si 1 are of the spoil; w'bilst Snjnh was lapidly ndvancing 
' on the capita], fierce at being thus siipphuited by his 
younger brother, and protesscdly indignant at the im¬ 
prisonment of his lather and sister. 

Tlie inflexible detemiination of Annnigzebe, however, 
soon freed Itiiu from ihe horns of tliis triple diletniiat. 
The murder of a brother in his dlscoiiLciit was not a 
deed of sufliciont magnitude to retard for any length of 
time the unhesitating ambition of one who could imprison 
Ills hither in his old age ; the deatli of Monad was decided 
u|M)n the moment he became urgent for regal power. 
Aurungzebe, with the bold determination and unfliucyiing 
piiqiOBe of a daring mind, recognised an opportiiuity of 
killing two birds with one 3ti>ne, imd {lercoived that the 
destruction of his younger brother might be made the* 
means of striking terror into his other foes. Morad was 
0 . gr^at favourite with the troops, and if Auruogzebe dare 
to slay him with impunity, openly and in the face of 
luetL, who that ho desired to kilt could after that be 
considered s-nfe ? Aumugzebe had always professed die 
greatest frendship and oflection for Momtl, calling him, 
ivhether in public or private Hazaret, King or Majesty; 
and reitcmdiig, without causing suspicion, his asseveration 
that the kingly tide had no attractiem for him, who 

desired onlv to live and die a holv fakir. 

_ * '** 

Tlie natural rlisposltioii of Morad assisted his broil lers 
plots against liis liberty and life; he was reckless, givcu 
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^ to ivJne anti oUier seusual iniliilgoncea. Atiruncrzeljc* 
kritw Ilia ^vciik point?, ami made of Iiia pleasant siua a 
' ^ iwi to ^^«>urge liim; he I'nviletl liim to snpjjer, when lie 
offijned him a beainlnfr jroblet of Shiras: wine and Home 
verj^ choice bottlea of the Canbiil vintage. Morad drank 
and was meny, and, to crown the jovs of the evening 
some of the paceftil dandng girls of Hiudnstan were inti^ 
dneed, to diapLiy dieir accomplishmenta and the ele<niiit 
spnmeliy of their limbs. Anreng^ebe, in accoidSice 
with his character of a strict Mnssruliiiiui, rose anti ex 
t horting Ilia brother cheerfully to make mem^ left tliu 
apartnient. 

The mirth then waxed wild and furious. Morad soon 
* got drunk, ntid fell asleep on a sofa, and in this ton- 
liitiori wa-j diaaniied; when Aumngzebe euterim^ the 
apartment, ns if enraged with this unwonted debauch 
awoke hmi with a slmrp kick, saying, »Wlmt m^ms this 
sJianie und ignominy, that auch a king as you are shoultl 
have w> httle temper fis tlms to make liitnaelf drunk ? 
What noil be said .of Ixjth of ua? Take this infamous 
raan, this dniiikard," said he to his attendnnts, with well- 
fiagned indigoaiiim, " tie Mm hainl and foot, and throw 
him into that room to sleep off his wine.” Upon tins he 
^ was seized, and hnmediately after sent in doss confinement 
to Delhi, 

Once m liis power, Auningzabe was content to uy the 
ordinaiy course of *he law to eflc'Ct liia destruction j he 
- ordered him to be tried by the chief niagislmte, for 
putting a man to death without sufficient cause t but the 
just judge acquitted him, saying that “ putting a uiim 
to death for n crime in the exercise of his authority, w«b 
not punishable by law,” Aurungzebe immediately tlis- 
plaecd him, mid iii»pointeil a more subservient Judge, who 
^ sentenced Morad to prison, where he reninine<l for several 
yems; at length he attempted his escope by means of a 
rope, and would have succeeded had not the lainentations 
, of a Hindoo concubine he wnsJcaving aroused the guard, 
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and cftuspil liis discovery ; lit was ironiediatcly beheaded 
ill prison. 

AuruiigKehe, now aclually baptized in tlie blood ofliis 
kinsmen, csist aside the cloak of hypocrisy under which •' 
his thirk schemes of ambiLiou had been concealed and 
luariired; and, under the iiroud tide of Alcmgire, or 
^Conqueror of the World,Oi>enly prochiimed himself 
SulUui of Hiiidostan, 

After the defeat of Tiara, and the confinement of Morad, 
his intimate friends imd followers urged him to seize the 
ciown and proclmm himself Emperor; he refused with * 
well-feigned hiiiuility, but at lengtfi suflercd himself to be 
persuaded. “ You are determined," said he, “ to sacrihee 
ni}' love of retirement to yonr own ease. Well, lie it so ; ^ 
God will perliaps give me that tranquillity on a throne 
which 1 liojied to find in a cell; and if less of my time 
will be spent in prayer, more of it will be employed 
in good actions; I should only have an inclination for 
virtuous deeds in my retreiit, but ns the Ein]>eror of the -• 
Moguls I sliidl have the p4>wcr of doing tliem; it is this 
consideratioii, and not the vnin pomp of greatness, which 
induces mo to assmne the Empire." 

He accortliiigly ascended the throne of Delhi 1G5S a.d., 
in the 40th y«iT of his age. Shah •iGhan was at that 
period in his sixty-seveoth year, and had reigned alto- ■" 
gether thirty years. 

jlfter the defeat of Daro, one more crisis of fate re¬ 
mained to be surmounted : Sujah, at the head of the forces, ^ 

and ra jahs of Hengul, and backed b}* the undisguised 
sympathy of the great mass of the nobility, who dreaded 
from the sanguinary inauguration of the reign of Aumng- 
zebo, the future cruelly of his career, was matching in hot 
haste on Agra, <letennined to reinstate his father or to ^ 
establish himself on the throne of his ancestoni. 

The wars of brotliera are cruel," says tlie Stagirite; * 
and never in the histoiy of Hindustan did twf) armies 
contend with greater fury' than did those of Sujah anti 
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AdiTJngzebc, on tlic plain before Allnhabacl, “tlio City of chak 
G ot].*' Diiriug the biUtJe llie ntephtUit of Aiuiingzebe was . 
(Jnirged by one of the nobles of Sujali autl forced on its ajj.ICJA, 
tnetjs ; Aimingzebe had one foot out of the bowdidi ready 
to alight; one step -more, and the cn>\m of Hindostan 
U’oiild pixibably have fallen from his brows ; but hi the 
peotoii of hia great Persian general, Meor Jurtda, he pos^ 

Bcssed a good genius, that was wanting to liis brother on 
a similar occasion. 

“Stop,” said he, tnming sternly to AurungKebe ; “yon 
descend from llie throne." Tlie Emperor resumcid his 
place, and unmoved remained a mark for the shafts and 
arraws of his foes, 

Tiie same presence of htiud was wanting to bis brother 
Snjali in a like extreniily; lintliug his elejihant disable! 1, 
he descended, and mounting a horse joined fiercely in the 
frtiy; the empty howdaii returuiiig to the rear was again 
received as evidence of the fate of the Sovereign, and 
changed tlie deatiny of the crown of Hindostan; his anny 
W'aa totally defeated, and his brother left undisputed moster 
of the field. 

The power of Aiinmgzebe W'as now founded on the 
firmest base; mid when^ a few years afterwards, he 
perfidiously seized and slew the unfortimnte Dam, mid 
instigateil the cruel slaughter of Snjah mid hiis family, in 
the itiiiospitable regions of Arracun, tliere remuined 
nothing but the remenibrmice of his perfidy, the bitter 
reproaches of his imprisoned father, and tlie damning 
spot of his brother’s bloml, to disturb the enjo 3 TnGnt 
of his dlgotten crown. 

There are few narratives in history more tonchitig 
than the adventures and ndsfortnnes of tJie two eldest 
sons of Jehan. Their devotion to their wives, die chivalry 
of their defence, and the heroism of tlieir death, pro¬ 
claim them w^orthy deseendants of Baber and Ahliar; 
and prove thiit notwithstanding tlie perfidbua cruelty 
of Avmmgzehe, gencroaitj' and a ntible nature were 
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stiH the charticteriatics of the rrUioes of the hooHe of 
Timour* 

AAtr his defeat, Dara fled beyond the Indus, where, 
although at first secure, he was at length aeized nnd sent 
to Delhi for execution. During his retreat his fiivoiirite 
Sultarui was taken ill, and iiotwitjuitandmg her earnest en- 
ti-eades, he refuserl to leave her; when at length she died 
in his ariii3, the spirit of the haughty Dam liroke out into 
a great and exceeding hitter cty-, that all his past misfor¬ 
tunes were notliing, but tliat now, indeed, ho wiia alone 
ujmn the earth, 

Wlieii ITadkm Dana died, Dana was almost alone; ho 
tore otr hia tnagnificenl robe ami throw the Iiu|)crial tur¬ 
ban on the ground and clothing IdmseU' in a mean habit , 
lay down by his departed consort. In the evouing 
Gal Maliommed, a feithM foUower, joined him v Jth fifty 
horse. Dara was overjoyed at Ida anival; startinr^ nn lio 
ordered his itdfe's Ixxly to be embalmed, nnd taking Gal 
Mahommed’s baud begged liim as a last favour to escort 
her wntli his fifty horse to Lahore, to tlm sepulchre of her 
great ancestors: adding bitterly, ‘*Aunmgzebe himself 
will not refuse a sepulchre to the family of Darn.” * 

Shortly after, Dam was betrayed, and carried in 
Ignominy to Delhi, where, I>y ordm- of Auningzebe he 
was assiLssmated. Tjie head was taken to Aurrm^rzebe,- 
who commanded it to be put into a dish, and having sent 
for water ^washed it dean, and wiped it idth a himd- 
kerchief. ^leu fully .^^tisfied that it was the very head of 
ha Wovrf brother, ht bepm to weep: a„,l ewdoimiep, ' 

Oh I unfor^ate. man," he oivlered that it should be 

buned m the tomb of Hiunaiun, and retired to his 
boreiu. 

Sujah was Blam in Arramn, after a defence that for 
pdlaiitiy- and determination m almost unequalled. Piam 
liana, his only wife, still famed by the poeta of Ifengol tor ' 

grace, was taken to the^cnarm 
of tile Eajah of Arracan, where, after disfigmj-i^jj, ^ 
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at'lf vnth lier own IiiukIb, sha comtiiitied suicide bj 
iluslilng lier bt'iid against stono. 

Tlius eriJed the cruel war wlitcla had lasted Jive yeai^ 
and spread soiTOW and destruction throughout lliiidi> 3 hui. 
lint Aiiningzebe had yet another duty tf> perform before 
he could reap tlie full reward of his unrelenting trearhery. 
Having got rid of the immediate competitors for die 
throne, he had now to desta'^y tdi who might snhseqneiitly 
annoy him. 

His wiiqle lijptory suppliea a parallel to the conduct 
of crwjketldMck Itichard towards Olareiicc and ins 
nephews in the tower. Soliman, the son of Dura, and 
Sefe, Iii.'i gmiidson, and the child of Ifonul, were cotifititid 
in die fortress of Gwalior, and deritroyed by drinking 
‘*ponst/' an infusion of poppy-heads, the usual method 
of removing the I’l-inces of tlie house of Tiuiour iu 
Hindostan, The person destined to death by this cniel 
process was forced to drink the pousl thu Mrst thing in 
the morning, and was allowefi nothing to eat till he had 
Bivullowed a large cupfuil. Losing little hy little their 
strength and uuderatanding, and growing torj>Id nnd 
senseless, the travellers on tlib royal roatl to the other 
W’orid wasted gnidmiUy away and died insensibly. 

Although the perfidy juid cruelty hy which the 
treadietpus Aumngzebo waded to the throne through 
fjceans of kindred blotxl carries us back to the worst 
thvys of the Affghan dynast less the sagacioufi policy Ity 
which he secured peace and security to Lia subjects re¬ 
mind ua no less of the nifjst proaperona years of the 
reign of Akbar; and during the eighteen years of pro¬ 
found [>eaee tlmt sneceetled to the devastating Uiuiults 
and conteatlons of h is accession he souglit, appurently by 
a singular mtkleratioii iu the exercise of his power, ki 
obliterate the reuiembi'i’ince of the savage acts bv which 
he Iiiid obtained it. 

Aurungzebc was now the greatest potentate of the 
Eastern World ; and the Shall of Persia, tlm Shereef of 
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BMK Meert4 the Euipetor of Chiiia^ nuil even the sovereigns of 
■—,—» Europe, aejit to coiigratuLLte him upon liia sueeeas and to *- 
165^^77. friendship. 

In llieyear IGGO iht* Eniperor Skali Jeliau. died in tlie ^ 
Pkld™ at Agra, UL the age of 9 <;veuty-Jive. For nearly 
eight years he had been kept In restruiut by AiiriiDg^ebts 
and bia eMstence was almost for^rotten throu^dsout bia 
^mpiiie. Ue preservetl iiideetl all the insignia and pomp 
of royalty, but was detiied the sweets of power. A lax 
Musnilman in his youth, the niisfortunes of age biouglit 
with them a cruving for tlie support that is not of tliis -p- 

world; and be gave scope to tlie intolerance of his 
creed. The (Ihurch nt Agra, where the J esuits hud a 
cougregatibii of thirty or forty Chrisliau families, was ,, 
pulled down, and the steeple bell, that could lx? heard al 
over tlic city, broken up with everj' possible iusult. The 
Kuriui was cotisluntly read iu his presence, and liia ' 
former toleration of Brahiitina and Chrisikns was bitterly 
repented of. ^ 

Tenderly nursed by bis davigbter jehanara, who had 
divided his nffcctiou with his sou Dani, since the deiilli 
of her who had for twenty years engrossed it nil, his 
time was passed childly in bng fits of melandioly, or in 
the pageantry and childish amuscinents of an Rtstcni 
Court. 

Bitter and constant were his compLaints againat Aimitig- 
zebe; he never forgave liim, and coultl not hear his 
nume mentioned tvithont a curse, " i’litfjers have been 
dethroned by their sons,” he used to say, “ but to insult ^ 
the misfiutunes of a parent was left for Aurungzclx?.” 

Interrupted in the completion of a tomb for hiuiBelf, 
which he intended to equal the one erected over his 
wife, his last request was to bo laid by the side of her 
be had loved so dearly; and to this day mjiv be seen, 
side by aide, enclosed within n scrceii of elaborate tracerv% * If 
I the tombs of “the most exalted of tlie age" and of 1 
the “Eng of the World," her husband. 
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Shull Jeliiiii ^Yaii an aLlc nioiiartrii, nuJ although given 
'* tu fits of IntemperaLe auger uud oppressiou, his usual 
strong love of justiee, his gieat energy, and real desire for 
the ivelfare of Jiis subjects, enabled Ihm to iiiaintniti in all 1659-77. 
its unequfdieil splendour the noble duniiniou handed 
down to liim by ]i\s father 

Much as we may detest the iiihumaiiity itf the aon, 
wlio could bring down Ids father’s grey liairs witli sorrow 
to the grave,” we must remember that the sin of tliso- , 
iK-dience he ieiimt from tliat father himself; and wlteii 
't sympathising with the complaints and curses of Julutii, 
at the cruelty and tyranny of Aurungzebe, we must not 
forget that exactly the same disobedience and jobellioii 
- on his jjiirt had embittered his own father's dying hours, 
atwl the same iudiscrirainate alunghter of all who opposed 
his i-oad to power had market! the eoiiimeneametit of hia 
mgn. 

“ The perishable pilgrim,” Jehatjani Begum, mrvived 
I her father many yeai^, and was reeonciied to her brother 
Amungzebe; she was buried in the Mod Musjh?, or 
Pearl Mosque, at Delhi, built at her request by her 
Cither Jehan, where amidst ruin and desolation may still 
be deciphered the last ijjjunction of tliis daughter of 
the house of Timour. “Lot not any ]>ersoii deseemte 
mj tomb ivitb any other things than earth and flowers, 
for thcpse are fitted for the resting-place of a Efoly Spirit,” 

Possessed of all the provinces of his grntidfatlier Akbar, 
and with a revenue of forty niilliotia sterling. Shall Jehan 
was in the fullest sense of the worda a magnificent monarch 
boundless in liis expendiliire, glorying in regal pomp ami 
display. No part of hia dominion was excluded fiuni the 
aiU-ontageoiis efieei!} of liis lavnali prodigality ; and whilst 
he storetl the citaded of Caiibul with thousands of costly 
suits of stc-el armour, inlaid with gold and tissues, and 
witli fine dresses iu .■mflicient quaiititiea to iiave afibrded 
every one of hw omraha a fresh dress of honour for even- 
day ill the year; he also beautified Agra with the Tage, 
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and coas-tructed nt Delhi those matehleas ^irdetis wliidi 
Have so ofleu iUuiitratet] die stoi iea of Imliaii romance and 
EtLsterL son^. 

The grandeur and niagnlUeetioe of this Emperor far 
exceeded all that had hitherto shakeu the civdiility of an 
ignorutit worhl. Piis progresses llirougli his doiiiiiiioas 
wore aecornp'Uiied by an army of 80,0 [>0 or 100,000 
men ; and his doily eserciso in hia capital ’vvaa attended 
by a hundred young omraha, of the noblest rank, 
mounted on the llnest Ambmn horses, and armed with 
goldeti helmets, and swortla and sUiuldH inUiid ’with tlic 
same precious metal. 

Ho was the great Mogul of whom Eastern travellers 
relate, tliat on the birth of a gramlaon ho seated lilmself 
the famous golden throne, surmounted by a parrot as 
hirge as life, cut out of a single emerald; and backed by 
two peiicocks, the jewels hi ■whose tails nmountcil to ii 
milliuu and a quarter sterling — the most costly scat of 
Em [lire ever devised by man’s extrnTagarice, 

The iTe|Hjrt of the wealth atid. po’wer of this coimtry of 
the Moguls began abtmt tliia tiin c to attract the atteution 
of merch;mtft mul adveutiLrers in all parts of Eumpe; 
ftud the increased facilities of uasTgutlon afforded them a 
Coniponitively cosy means of visiting those regions of 
unknown wealth. 

It was in this reign, also, that the splendour of tlie 
Court, thefaliiiloiL? wealth, the iimnber of the retinue, the 
eq’inpment of the troops, and the glory of the Enipirc of 
the greiU Mogul, became familiarised ti) European ears 
throng! I the cuter mining works of Bernier and Tavamier ; 
ill the year lCd2, in consequence of the island of Bombay, 
together with Tangier, being ceded h> the English, a^ 
[Hirt ot the dower of the Infanta of Portugal on her 
marriage with Cliarles t tlte Earl of Marllwironirh, with a 
fleet of five ships and five bundled men, arrived in India, 
and the first English soldier in anus landed hi tlte Mogul 
Empire. 
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Six yeiirs aftern'ards it was wiled by tlie Crown to the 
V Com|>fiity, on ii nominal rent of ten pounds of gold, 
payable on the 10th of September in each yciir. A few 
^ years before the temination of his reign, Johan gaTe the 
English pGrmi jsion to trade without restriction through - 
out his dominions. The cause of tliis grant, as showing 
the small caiLses by which Providoacc occasionally worlw 
out the greatest eflects, is worth rocounting. 

A Doctor Bouglitmi, anxious for adventure, had joaic- 
trsitcd from Surat to Agra, where, the success of his pmc- 
. ticc being noised abroad, he was called in to attend the 

^ daughter of Shah Jeliiin, through a severe illness, \\lien 

• desired to oiiniG liis reward he requestetl the jirivilcge of 
^ free trade for his coiinLi^mien, and on this being glinted 
he repaired to Ueugul, where, ivitli the consent of tlie 
Bitjah, he established a Company s factory on the 
Uooglily, Tims was sown the small seed from width 
sjinvng the sprejidiiig tree of British mle in India. 

The death of Shah Jehaii made no diflhronce to 
Anrungzebe; he had for many years been the nctiud 
^ Emperor of Hiiidostan; the khutlia was read in hia tuLUie, 
and the coin of the realm bore his. image and anper- 
BCription. 

Ascetic as he ivas, liia pomp and display equalled in 
- every way that of Ms father, in tlie Ijclghl of hia magnifi¬ 
cence ; and the accounts of the splendour of his progrt-sea 
through his kingdom furnish some of the most striking 
i _ pietiU'CS of the dazzling mnjesty of the Mogul in his 
pride. 

‘ Whilst he himself, with a guard of 50,000 men, and 
accomjjanied by hia whole Court, proceeiled to Cashmere 
for the benefit of hia healtli, his generals mvnde<1 As-sam, 
and threatened Chinn, reduced the rebel Ikajpoots of 
Agimcre, and effected considerable conquests in that 
* quicksand of the Mogul power, the Deccan, 

The immense wealtli and prosperity of the kingdoiu at 
, this period had greater power to attract the cupidity and 
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^jmbrtjoa of liia aeighboiirs tlian hirf might Liul to otvo 
tliem: and all idong liis uortln;rii and western fixm tiers, 
needy cliiefiaina of hardy mountain warriors were 
watching eagerly for nny opportunity that aliould favour ^ 
ail mroHd into the nourishing tenitones of the Mc^l. 
The desired pretest was soon fiiniiahetl by the careless¬ 
ness of a seoretary of Aurungaebe, who, in addressing tlie 
Shall of Persia, omitted some of his inauy titles of honour, 
and thus raised the ire of the wine-bibbing mouaivli 
Abbas, 

Heaping indignities on the amliossador of the Mogul, 
he sent him back to Dellii willi a present of three hundred 
hoi'ses, and the iiisidting message, that as his master might 
sotiti require swift horsos to £y iloai the Shah of I’ersia'a. ^ 
resentmeiit, he had sent him tJu'Ce hundred litim the 
Imperial stable whose speed would not disappoint the 
expectations of his fears. 

Uniting his forces with the AlTglians, the bitter and 
hcrcditaiy enemies of die Moguis, Abbas enlcrod the 
Punjaub with llie and sword; hut death nLwi accompanied 
him, and claimed him lor his prey at l4ihore, before he 
had luiii time to wreak Lis vcugeance on the unforLunule 
subjects of Aurung^ebe, 

The Persian army retired on the death of Abbas, but 
not so the Affghans; tliis race of hardy warriorg^ who " 
prided themselves on tlie deeds of their niicestura ffiuii 
time imnjemorial, were not likely lo stay their hand when 
they saw the slightest chance of recovering their lost 
patrimony; and t>o firmly imbued were they with the 
hope of regaining the noble kingdom wrested irom them 
by the daring Paber, that thoordinaiy oath of an Afighan 
noble of diose days was, ** May I never be King of Delhi 
if it is not so," Encouraged by some slight success, and 
the fortuitous appearance amongst them of a soldier 
bearing a strong resemblance to the deceased Prince 
Sujali, the brother of iVunmgy.ebe, they made a llcice 
inroad into the Punjaub under a leader of fortune culled 





DKKKAT OF TirH AFPOJExANS. 


3GS 

Moliamimed Blisih, w}io proudly claimed desc' 4 itiit I'ruuj 
Altjiaudcr tlie Great, and die daughter of a Khig of 
Trauswsiana, 

* Aunmgzebe niaitdied against llicm witli a yerj large 
ariu)'^, and forcing them Ixick across the Indus, carded tlie 
IVar into their own country, and with fire and sword 
ecoiirgctl and devastated the fair valleys of AJfgiianistan. 

At the foot of these renowned passes, since become so 
oujiuously famous us the scenes of the defeat andmaesacto 
of many tliousanils of England's sons, Anriingzebe halted ; 
he was not mad enough to expa'te his troops, numerous and 
victorious as tliey wore, to die almast certain destruction 
that hovers over the dark portals of the Kliyber and 
^ lioluu. 

The moans by whicli Cosaiin Khan, the lieutenant of 
Auniugzebe, eventually fieed hU master from tlie oori- 
stautlj recurring danger of Aflglmu invasion recalls the 
days of Scottish feudal power, when, in tlie midst of the 
feast, the introduction of tho boar's head was the sigmd 
for the numerliiite destruction of the guests, 

lliiving iiiviteil, in his master’s nnnie, ad the lendiug 
chiefs who had siipix>rted tlie claims of the supposed 
Sujali to a banquet at Peahawur, soldiers were concealed 
around the npurtmODt ; and when tho guests were rlrunk 

* ivith wine they emerged, and slew thorn all 

With the excqition of these distant wars on tho fixin-- 
tiers of the kingdom, the first eighteen years of the reign 
of Atirungzeiie were mojkotl throughout die central 
_ provinces of Ilindostan by peace aa pTosjierous as It wtLs 
unusual' but during tlie last Oft eon yearn of his life, events 
of 11 very diRereul cliatuctor mark the history of hia reign ; 
he lived almost cutirdy in cainjis; and the unceasing 
inroads of Bajpoots, Alfgiiaua, Seiks, and MsihratUvs, showed 
how umnerous were the enemies of the Mogul race, and 
‘gave ominous portent of u rapid fall, whenever a lUiister- 
hund should fail 
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* AIcIhilF lii.Eii flp lf to roitn a (if Eiu own 5. RTifi Jehingire 

uahI to mjf when drmk,^ that all wi!re eqnaUj Man. MqmtaKA 

ZiJmuiip the danghtAT of Aiiph^ li^ m^her of Djixa, waa a Aotqncnfi IkaaL 

^ Tho Airly oLamctcr of AtuniigielM will bts bust appre^ukted bj Btudyuij^ 
tbit of BiakLi^J^li OslioMi^tofie,, in “ Rob Ruy,^ The noveliat woald 
iklmoat appoijr to hiTe bodf in tbo tibamotor of tbo Mogul EEUpfxfPT;, tliu 
udginal ^ ih»i! maatorly ikcbidk^ 

^ Thf! Uegrrm Smurop mothar of Dyce ScmLiv^ auipHctiiig in inbignu 
bolween her busbaud Somars and ooa of hejf hi^mnhhy datemuiiefl to 
ptwTA the wtctcbod pirl to deftili» and kad a pit dug undiiF hint owo and 
hiifbsotli bed, so that ah* might ai the laoifl tbna gbsat o-rer httij ugh niid 
gd^ of her riTiI, and the agony of hio- fnjthleaa epooie. 

* ** See nrtw tMa cutsed WDinflii and bniy hstj for ate it a kiiig^a 
dioghterr ^—juutocratlo to the bechbone. 
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Tjib dnufiay of a^n Empire ia neper more surely iuJictited 
lliau by the riae of iutesp'ne foes in ita body fxjJific, tlie 
rebellion of tbe membei^ agiiinst the Lead ; like the para¬ 
sites that Uoiuish on the decay of iin old tree, they typify 
lit the same time its esLnusted vituJity, and a5isist to com¬ 
plete its ruin. 

» suddeu rise to great power of the Malirattna, Seiks 
and Jats, unenitjg uvideiiee of the diseased condition 
of the Em]:ire of Aurungiiebe, 

The decime of nearly every uaiion in liistorj' Las liceri 
pTCcipiloted by die Insensate proseeutioti of some conquest 
which nature or deisiiny appears to have forbidden. What 
the invadon of Borne was to Carthage, of Greece to Banns, 
of Chinn to Gengliis Kimu and Timour, iind the plidns of 
Italy to Francis L, and of liussia to Napoleon, that wtis 
the conquest of tlie Deccan to the Mogul dtnasty of Hin- 
dostiin. 

it was the iftitis/atmi.'* of their fortunes, whose deceptive 
brilliancy lured tJietn to repeated dcstruetiou; the ireiifflirc 
they wustetl, and the armies they sacrificed, tcgethor^witli 
the Constant absence of the chief power fhim the ca[)ita1 
of Hliidostiiji, were not tlie least imiKirtant causes of their 
downfalL 

The Emperors of Ilindostan overlooked the immeusc 
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BOOK tlistance helweeii thc;ir enpital mid tlie sent of Wfvr ; and 

^ if^onxl the veiy distinct bonndiktieB which nnturc j 
hftd marked out the rJecctin and tlie plains of Hiti- 

1 G ~ J i •- * 

tjoatiiii fls fiGsdiiod for cllfleront liiiljils, races, and rulerg* ^ 

Li die year 1-344, nearly lifty years after tlie invasion (it 
the Deccan under Alla the iSanguinary, I!in Batuta, a native 
of Tangier, who travelled through the country, describes 
lire jtlalimttas, or natives of lljirashta, a district comprising 
the greatest part of tiie Deccan, as a jicople well skilled in 
the arts, iniitlicine, and astn^log)’, whose nobles were 
Bralimins ; front that period their name is scarcely nieri- , 
tinned in Hahtiminedan history, but tlieir state, though 
unnoted, ivas one of transltitm and growth, and it needed 
but the head and enei^ of a great leador to rouse and . 
reader terrible a nation whose inactivity bad hitherto" ‘ ^ 
excited contempt. 

Although the nominal sovereignty of the Heveral kirig- 
doina of the Deccan had been vested In the Mussuluiini 
noble:* who founded the aovcral dynasliea of Doleondah, , 
Ahmednuggur, and [Bejaponi, the aetuiil power wils ^ill 
to a considerable extent retaiucd by the Brahmins and 
native Rajahs. 

Tire Musavilraan rulers of those kingdoms being in a 
state of almost constant warfare with the irogul Eiiipetors 
of Delhi, hod l>een forced in seif defence to propitiate aa • 
much as possible their Ilindix} subjects ; from tliis cause 
they soon became tolerant in matters of faith, imd assi¬ 
milated and identified tliemseivca in many reapects witli 
their IMahratta subjects. 

The superior eilucatioii and hereditary inlluence of the 
Bralimins sooa raised them to tlie highest offices in tlieso 
States; everj^vhere they became the chief mini stei-s. mid 
tfie cud re management of the revenue and civil govern- 
menl was under their direction; thii» the dnininant ixiwer 
of the Deccan, although nominally iMussnlmtm, was in re-*- 
iility still Hindoo; and nil that was required to enable the 
inliabitaiits of the country* of JLilimshUi, or iadeed of the 
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Wbok Dof^cao, to aside the for^lp. yoke, and take 
tkur m the Peninsok of India, as a great and 

pott-eriul Hindoo nation, was a leader endowed with saga- 
^ city to oigmuse, and energy to direct their efforts. When 
they suddenly emerged from obscurity in the rei«n of 
Aurun^ebe, the JVDihmttas nunibered about six millions 
uihabiting n bdt of countiy embracing a considerable 
I>ortioii of the Deccan and Coiican, 

Tills cniintiy, aitlough „ol il,e most fwino. «a, the 
most sulubnoiis of the whole peninsula of India and the 
peciihar loTOatioti of the Western Ghants, the preoipitoiLs 
mouiikins, inaccessible ynlleys, and impregnable hill fork 
rendered jt at once the country of aJJ othera the most 
" ^ deftmJe, and the most dangerous to the in- 

The Mahrattas had Irom dmo immemorial been an 
ngncultund people amongst whom trade ivaa held in con 
tempt; they loyal rather to hear the lark sing, than the 
mouse squeak; they were a nation ofiiereditarymnniudera 
who had no other name for rictory but tlmt which signi- 
hal the “ plunder of their enemywar was with them a 
trade mlier than an art. Clothed in short drawera, half 
do'^ the thigh, a lurfaan, and sometimes a cotton frock 
a cloth round their waists, whicli answered the purpose 
•of a shawl, ignorant of any baggage but booty, and able 
with ease to perform marrhea of thirty to forty milea a 
day, for torenty or thirty days consecutively d armed with 
matclildck, sword and shield; excellent as marksmen and 
famous hand to hand; able to scale wdth perfect ease.and 
thread with mfaUjbJe instinct the precipices and jungles 
impassable to ail .^ave the goats and bisoua of their native 
inoun^,the Mawuilees or peasants of the Ckmcan, were 
for all purposes of pretlatory and guerilla wai'&re, the 
most esGellent infautry iu the world. The caviUry were 
•^^redy inferior in endtirance and ilaring Pi the infantry; 
imd niiyone wlio lias seen the long easy Wt of the Mali- 
ratta horsemen; the perfect skill and grace with which 
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BOOK they hamUe sword, shield or spear, the oonifort and 
. convenience of their andtlles and aceoutrements, Lite sharp 
*■»' bitting of their active liorses, will acknowledge them to 
165M7. ^ appearimce, tlie most wiry worbconnlike lookhig ^ 

cavalry in the world. Although of course not equal in 
weight to the heavy lliissulman cavalry mounted on the 
large horses of Caiibiil and Ijihore, they eo far excelled 
them in the rapidity of tjieir movenients and marches, 
that they were never compelled to engage against their 
will, and -were often able to pillage and bnni nntler the 
very beards of their enemies, and get clear off with iheir ^ 
booty, almost before their presence had been diuco- 
verod Lt ad ambuscades the Malirattns rode mares to 
avoid the danger of neighing; and when proceeding on 
a distant expedition, where speed and BUrprise were the 
necessary materials of success, each horseman after the 
manner of theTartnre, and the wiltl Induins cf the Pampas, 
was accustomtjd to lead or drive one or two loose marcs, in 
order to be able frequently to change the weight, and to ^ 
have ready transprjrt for tlicir anticipated plunder; the ' 
length and rapidity of marches thus oigonised appear in- 
credible in these days of four-year-old chargers, and 
twenty-four stone warriors; indeed the dllTerence betweou 
a twelves tone man with rivo horses, and a twenty' 
atone man with one horee is too remarkable to require^, 
much notice. 

A country like the Deccan, peoplefl by a hardy, enter¬ 
prising and marauding race, cherishing ns thtrir ‘dearest 
traditions the narrations of the pi'Ctiatoty excursiotiB and 
adventures of their ancestors, and ready at any mfoment ' 
to turn their ploughshares into swords, must always odcr 
a promising field for the enterprise of any energetic or am¬ 
bitious soldier of fortune; and whenever die tihist of war 
was sounded amidst the hills and valleys of the Conran, 
or the mystic chuprattie circulated with lightning speed* 
amongst the villages of the Deccan, the hardy Deccanec or 
Haivtiilee found little difficulty in persuading himself 
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join any mid or party nontest that migh t be afoot; he 
, Jiiid but to reach down his shield, biiriiijih up liJa patemul 
iiince or sword, borrow or steal a horse, unrl ])& at 
s oDce ready to follow any leader in tlie game of takiijg 
citita or driving cattle, harassing a Mussulman army 
or pillaging a Hindoo prince. 

The Mnssttlman sovereigns of the Deccan, althoucrh not 
constantly engaged in open warfare, indulged in a con¬ 
tinued rivalry, timt decorated indeed their capitals, and 
increased the splendour of theii* courts, but that also 
encouraged the turbident diqiositions of their subjects - 
an incessant system of spolmiion mid border wTirfare 
hept alive die military spirit of the country, and ofTereil 
^ constant eiKouragenicut to the bold and ad.V'entnroiJfl on 
both sides, to take arms under any energElic leader who 
might enter the ilckh 

We have seen tliat for a himdred years the Moguls 
^Uad been nuceasing In their ellbrts to occupy the Dec- 
^Hcan, and aUltougli protracted cainpiaigns curried on at 
■a great distancu from the seat of power, were uaturaDy 
Hwcak in their results, tliey afforded the Mahrattus a 
|Kne opportunity of acquiriag the improved arts of war, 
^^ill a knowledge of their power, and a suspicion of the 
wcakne^ of their enemies, originatwl expedi dons of 
• greater importance than the collection of booty j and by 
degreca tiie spirit of predatory warfare, the hereditary 
occuiiatioit of the Mahratta people, yielded to the noblw 
but more dangerous lust of conquest Each individual of 
the Hahratta community had his particular duty to 
perform in the endless wars of tlie period ; every caste and 
every occupation supplied its quota to the predatory anmea 
of this muraiidiiig people; the horse and fixit soldiers, 
tile Butlera and spies, were all distinct castes, ready at a 
moment’s notice to play their particular part in defence 
or conquest; the Eemosy or robber caate, who supplied 
the best spies to the Maliratta chiefs, deprived by English 
domination of thoir hcrwlitary means of living, unable to 
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dig, and aishanied. to beg, are at present etn ployed by the 
English t'csidenb! ill the Deccan to keep ofl any trmtie 
thief frora theD pro^jerty, 

ItvTflsat tiiis |>t‘rio;i, 1029 A,D.,tIiat SivajiBlionslay, the 
sonuf ShalijiBlionday, GrBt taught his CfHiiitryiiieii^tliat the 
MussuIiDiLn race of tlieir day were of far diflerent metal 
from those indomitable warriors, liefore whom their 
ancestors three hundred years before, had lied like sheep; 
and that ad that was reqiiiretl to ensure liberty and even 
doiuinioj] for the Hiniloo people was imiun, energy, and 
daring. 

Sivaji, the son of Shahji, the founder of the Mnhrtitta 
power, wiia one of the greatest freebooters in history; and 
Ills liery splrii fanned into a ilaine the latent energy uut^ 
ambition of t)ie Hindtxj nicefl of India: he was, ns we 
have said, tlie son of Sbahji Bhotislay, a Malimtta noble of 
liigh standing ill the service of the King of Beejapore; 
his mother was the daughter of J&du Ilao, a MahTattiij 
w'hq claimed the purest Hajpoot descent. Slmhji waa| 
Zemindar of Tanjore, and lord of an extenaive jaghecr ii 
the neighhomhood of i’twiia. 

Sivaji claimed to be a Hindoo of the Tehutryo, on 
warrior class, and indeed traired his descent from the 
warriors of Oudipoor, acknowledged to be the oldest 
family in India; but his lineage was not without Haw,and ■ 
when late in life he was desirous of obtaining the recog¬ 
nition of his high caste by the Brahmins, he had to pay very 
freely for the privilege i he w'os the tinHinching foe of the ^ 
Moslem faith, and the fact of the birth of his father Shahji, 
being attnbiitcd to the energetic prayers of a Mnssuiman 
devotee, shows how unsearchable are the ways of Provi* . 
dence, and how even die most dcv<*ul may be rnatle the 
instrumont of the destniction of his cherished creed. 

The miranuious birth of Bhahji and the imwonted combi¬ 
nation of the Mofauhinm title of‘■Shah,” which is onfe 
nobility, with the ABihmtta term illation of “ jl," which i.s 
one of iTfspt.'ct, is I'fitlM.*)' ainiisiugt it exIijliiL-* a 'inking ol 
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regions the bi^roted profe€Bnra of 

hostile erftdik, tlijit is worthy of praise aud imitatioiL 
iLdloj) hShoiislay, the father of bhaliji, was a member of 
a^^ectflbJe MahratLa family, livmg near Dow] eta bad; 
not having any children for mnny 3 ^oare, whiiih stninne to 
Bay IS considered a misfortune by the Hindoos, and no 
iiubsdtnte for the waters of Enis or Kissingen existing in 
the Deccan, he offered np hLs prayers to Atahdeo Vishnu,* 
and to all the other three hundred and tliirty million 
g^>fis of the Hindoo calendar, to send iiiin a son. ’ Meeting 
v^ith no success, and dispirited by the Indifference of his 
own deities, he ituilated the exnmple of Ailjar under the 
same circumstances, and sent his wife to a Mussulman 
fafineer named Shah Slierecf, bilging liim to intercede in 
her behalf; ^dtii admirable generoeity the worthy fkiueer 
immedjately wnsented, and pmyed so effiietively that the 
wife of Malloji in due time gave birth to a son, who out 
ot compliment to the holy saint was called Shah; and a 
«wond being added to the family of MaUoJi by the same 
miraciiItniH intervention was tadied ShcrGcf, 

Strange to say MnIJoji quarrelled with Iiia wife, after 
this mre instance of marital obedience, and gent her 
together with her jsou Shahji to reside at Poonah, whilst he 
himself mairied a second ndfe, also a MaiimtrA, by whom 
he had a son named Ekiyl of whom he became very fond ■ 
he went to reside at Btiejnpore, and .soon became one of 
the leading chiefs of that kingiiom. 

Shahji being consiaiilly absent ou warlike expeditions 
Sivaji was carchilly t>d»cated by Dudoji, a Miihrattii 
Bralmtm, He mstdletl into him the lore of his country ; 
but i^tary fume was hj.s ambition ; at a very early age 
he displayed bis maruniling predilectiung, and when only 
entering hi& tceiiS, the pjoprieties of the Deccan were 
sliocked by rejiortg that the son of the respectable Shahji 
was connected with many a distant raid and midnight 
foray; finding his opjjortunity in the disturbed state of the 
Deccan, owing to the invasion of die Moguls, he raised 
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SCiOE Ijanditfi, made war, and esacted tribute from Deighbourin" 

—zemindarb : lie soon repudnited a fatlier, and advisers not 
quite suited to Ms ctiterprisiug nature; and gradually 
Msinuatiag hkiiaelf with wily cunning into the eupreme ' 
control of the jagheer, lie aecretly got posaussiou of sorae 
MU forte, and esUiblished hiniBelf as polygar of tlie district, 
payhig Tdvetmeto none, but exaeting it from all lie could; 
iu the course of three years he rose from the condition 
of a zemindar to that of the most powerful Hhidoo prince 
in India, his authority extending over almost tho wlioJe 
t^on of the Concan and. Deccan. But bold as were his * 
Tiltinmte designs and intentions, all Ms plans ivere con¬ 
ducted with the greatest eecrecy; anil neither Ins Bovoreign 
at Beejapore, or Ms father whom he had aupplanted in 
jfigheer, were in the least aware of the deep-seated ambi¬ 
tion of the young lliihnitta. 

Tlie history of Sivaji, for die first fifteen years of his 
independent career, is one of the most cxdting and 
romantic it ia possible to conceive: lib sword waa never 
out of his hand, and whether the enteiqiriae lliut engaged 
his attention w'as in the neighbouring districts, urliundreds 
of miles distant in HindosUin or the Canuidc :—whether 
it w'fis the conquest of a kingdom, or the plunder of a 
few hundred head of cattle, he was ever the lender in ^ 
person, and was n model of danng and cuunmg to the 
warriors of lus army. 

The whole country was covered with hill forts, of 
various degrees of strength and security ; and Uie endless 
Burprisis and utratagems, by wliich he obtained possession 
of them oue after another, the fabuioua speed of his 
midnight marches, and his sudden appearance in far olT 
districts, before his absence from home was even suspected, 
read almost like a rotunnee, and recall the charming 
narratives of the exploits of Robert Bruce, and his daunt- 
less lieutenants Douglas and Handolph.® 

Before attacking any city, Sivaji sent spies, or visited 
it himself for the purpose of finding out the number and 
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condition of tho inhnbiuiDts, nnd marking the Louses of 
all the weultlij The wliole population of the 

Deccftn and Coucan irere turned bj this restless marauder 

* to tile great ends of rapine and conejuest. 

Wlien Aurungxebe, who had been appointed viceroy 
«.>f tlie Deccan l>y BiiuL JeLan, began to uieditute Lis 
trea>‘*«>a tigaiiu^ Lis lutlier and brotLer, be saw in Siv^l 
one wLo could assist Liin in Lis ambitious prcyocts. 

iie encouraged Liiu to attack Uic kingdom of Dei^apore, 
and made over to him two or three foiis to aasist his 
plans; promising at the same time that he sliouid hold 
exempt fixuo ail tribute to the Mogul any district he 
might conquer, 

* The first actual contact of Siraji with the powers of 
Beejapore was one likely to make Ids name ring through 
the length and breadth of India: — annoyed beyond 
Tneasiire at the excesses of the 3'outhfuJ marauder, and 
unable to get any eatisfiictiou his father, who Imd 
openly repudiated him, the govemmetit of Beejapote 
despatched against him a considerable army under a 
general named Afzal Khan. Sivaji with Indian guile, 
now wrote expressing his eontrition, ami imploring pardon 
ibr hi*? crimes, at the same time inviting the geneml to 

^ come and receive Ins submission ; it was settled that 
Afzal should meet him in a tent, with his foUowtan, 
Sivaji stipulotlng that only five should accompany bSm, 
When they met to embrace, Sivaji struck him in the 
abdomen with an instrument called the “tiger's claw," 
wliich, formed of sharjj ripping hooks, lies concealed in 
the hand till required';^ before he recovered from his 
surprise, He des^aitched him with his dagger, when at a 
given signal his men rushed from theii;' anibitscade, and 
putting the Beejapore troops to flight, plundered their 

^ camp. 

By thb daring act Sivaji became master of the greater 
part of the Coucan. The next object of liis attack was 
Papala, one of the strongest fortresses in the Cbncan ; and 
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the wily uianQer iu which Sivaji aequircil ptniJscsHioii of 
it, gave him at once an immense lepuiatiou, and brought 
hutidmhs to hk Btimdard. 

lie confided his design to several of liis best officers, ^ 
and w'heti lUI was prepared, he pretended suddeuly tu 
quarrel violeiitly with tiiem, and to afihmt and clmstise 
them. In consequence of this conduct, they immediately 
left his service, accompanied by seven or eight hundred 
picker] troops, and entiired tliatof the governor of Panala. 
Shortly after Sivaji marcJied to besiege the fortress, when 
on a certain night his confidants within admitted their 
comrades ftoin without, by some trees tliat grew as high 
as the wall, and then opened the gates;. 

These continued successes soon spread his renown ^ 
through the couniry; adventurous Hindoos from all parts 
of the Deccan and Ooncan now joined his standard ; he 
became more daring as his numbers increased, and soon 
his ivild horsemeu were seen plundering witliin sight of 
the walls of Beejapore. 

When the King of Beejapore sent messengers to 
Sivaji, requiring him to submit, he answered proudly: 
‘‘What superiority lias your muster gained over me, 
that I should consent to your mission ? begone speedily 
lest you be disgraced." For these wild freaks of hk eon 
Bhahji wiui imprisoned at Beejapore, but after two years 
was liberated, when be went to visit the author of his 
misfortime at Bairee : Sivaji notwitlislandmg his entreaties, 
ioskted upon running ten milea by the aide of hk p;i- 
lonquin, and afterwards seating him upon the Musntid, 
took olT hk slippers, imd stootl amongst his menial aer- 
vants, an act of filial reverence that gained him great 
renown. 

The King of Beejapore then sent against him the bulk 
of hk army, and tjesieged- him in ranflln. At this time ^ 
the three chief districts of Beiyapoi^ were govemeil by 
Abysrinians or Seddees, and the army was couuuaiided 
by Siddee Johar, mt Aby^ssiniau of great repute, and 
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governor of Diititlu. EajfipoTe, (ui imporiant fortress in the 
Coiioan, 

Siv'Jiji tnarle a gallant (lefencCj but finiling at luugtli 
that mcceifl tvtis hopeless, he availed liimself of the 
following dariiig rttae ; lie entered into negotiations with 
Siddeu dollar) and openly engagoil^to give tip the fortrssa 
under certain conditions; and wlillst the AbyssiuiuiB 
were thus thrown off their guard, lie secretly left tlie 
castle, and having arrayed liia plans was immediately 
joined by troops from his other stations, when he marelied 
with extraordinary speed on Dniida Kajapore, and de 
livored a forged letter from Siddee to his lieutenant, 
coniTnajiding him to* give up tlie place as a condition 
of the surrender of Panala: the sruppi.iaiEion tlurt he 
could not liayu left Paiiala, without the consent of 
Biddeo Johar, and the kuowledge tliat negotiations' had 
for some time been in progress, preventeil any suspiclou: 
the town whs at once given np to him, and ho rettimed 
in triuniph to raise the siege of Pannii. Siddee Joliar 
thus disgraced, was after a short relieilion, asaajsinated by 
order of his master the of Beejapora 

When Aimmgzebe was preparing to march towards 
Agra to dethrone his father, he sent officers of Jiii^h 
command to Slvaji to request him to join 1dm : but 
StVLvji with well-feigned astonishment, having himself 
already repudiated hia father, pretended to be Bt.nick 
with horror at tlie prospect of so unnatural a rebellion r 
he received the prince's messenger with indignity, djove 
him from his presence, and ordered the letter he had 
brought to be tied to the fail of a dog: Auningzebe 
never foigave 1dm, and from tlmt moment vowed the 
dei^tructioii of this “mountain rut," ns he Inguithifrlv 
styled him. ** 

He next turned his arms against Burnt, called the Port 
of Mecca, from the number of pilgrims who thence took 
ship to visit tlieir Holiest of HoUes, a deadly insult no 
true son of the Prophet could ever forgive; he entered 
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the city in dis^^ise, and spent lliree dfiys in discovering 
the houses of the wealtliy inlinbitaTits i — he then fornneci 
his cEiup into t%vc» divisional one of which he placed before 
Bivasein neat Bombay, the other before Choul, some fifty 
milea lower down tlte coiLst, aa though he intended to 
besiege th(«e places. He auddetdy temk 4UOO cavalry 
fi om Basseiti, and advanciug through luilreQuejited tracks 
which lie had himself cjtplored, and with a speed that 
only a MaJiratta horseman could accomplish, he appeared 
iiuexpoctedlj’ befote Simit: defence wag hopeless, and 
entering the city he plundei-ed it at his leisure for six 
days. Sivaji content with the plunder of the Mussul- 
niau merclmiiLs, and left the Dutch and English factories 
unmolested, 

Surat was at that time overflowitig vpth the gold of 
Araby and Persia, and a>ntained some of the richest 
me^ant princes in the world. At the commencement 
of hostilities with Aurungzelje, Sivaji signaliaefi himself 
by an exploit so congenial to the temper and enterprise 
of l ug people tlmt to this day they celebiate it as the most 
cluvalroua act of their history. Lidignimt at the rebellion 
of one whom he wag accustomed to consider a freebooter, 
Aunmgzebe sent speinid orders to Chaest Khan to exter¬ 
minate In obedience to these orders he rocapliired 
mnny of Sivaji’g forts, but tbenumernuf rieges so deiaved ' 
him. that the more complete subjection of this ubiquitous 
enemy had to be postponed till the fo^o^ving year iVext 
spnng Chuest marclTed from Aiirungabad, and after a^uc- 
camiMjgn of several weeks occupied PoouaJi, in 
Sivajis own comitiy, and caily twelve milcB from Sliighar, 
tilt! hill flirt of liii$ jctgh(£!^r, 

Sivaji had grown up to numhooil at Foonali, and eveir 
hole and corner of die city was familiar to him ; and lie 
toot adv^tage of this drcumstance to strike a blow that 
rang to the very limits of ffiudostan. The house occurred ' 
by Chi^t than, either accidentally or from a design to 
uisult, happened to be that in which Sivaji had passed 
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Ills early clays. At the time of this invasion of hLj 
jagheur he wiia forty miles distant; but no a>rmer did 
^ he hear of it than, aecompanied by fifteen trusty men, he 
rode in one night to Poonoh : liere, having clisgnised. 
himself and foUoTvers as roiustrels, he joined a marriage 
procession that wus allowed to enter the forts to visit a 
famous shriuc sacred to Siva ; once within the guards he 
made hk way to the palace and surpHsed C'haest Klian 
in his harem. His son and seveml women were cut to 
pieces, bnt tlie Kit an with the loss of liis hand tnatutged 
to escape through the window. 

Sivaji’s retreat was as rapid as his uttnek; before the 
Mogul troops were tlu>roughly aroused he was half way 
* to Singhar, w’here the firing of guns and the blaze of 
thousands of torches announced to the inhabitants of the 
Deccan some new exploit of their prince. 

lu the next ctinipuign Chaest Khan was joined by the 
Maharajah, Jeswunt Sing of Judpore, for whom Aurung- 
zebe Lad conquered the kingdom of Guzerat: — but these 
two generals did not agree, and this soon coming to tlie 
ears of Sivaji, he determined to make matters safe by 
tendering his services to the Maharajah to kill tlie Klmn. 
This offer was accepted and the deed was done, but 
. whether Sivaji did it in person or not is uncertain. 

Aurungzebe and Sivaji were nearly the same age^ and 
in many points displayed a very marked similarity of 
charnetcr ; both were energetic, emfty and ambitious, and 
both stern bigots of their separate creeds : — Aumngzube 
did all that Maliommixl himaolf could have desired to 
extend the Moslem creed, whilst Sivaji styling himself 
‘‘ the Champion of tlie Gods,” ma^le it hk especial boast 
to protect “ Brail uiiiis, kinc, and cultiv'ators,” and to 
preserve from ail insult the Hindoo temples. 

Sivaji with all his ambition, and desire to take to Lim- 
aelf some of the rival provinces of the kingdom of Bcojapore, 
was mistrustful of the growing power of the Moguls ; imd 
he soon perceived that the jiower of the Brahmins and 
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the glory of iha Mrthsitttii nation, could be but little 
nugiuentcd by the substitution of tlie oninipotency of the 
ilogul amis for the Mussulman kingdom of the Deccan. 

ISo soouCT therefore hud Aunmgzebo left the Dercfui, ^ 
tUftii aJ] bivaji'8 energie.s were directed ngniast the Mosul 
generpU that were left in cornmnud, and n fierce war 
waged with cruelty on both sides was the result. 

At length in consequence of the professed friendsliip 
of Aurungzebe, a treaty was concluded with Sivaji, and 
invited by an atitogroph letter of the Emperor, he set out 
lor Ueiiu accompanied by hia son. * 

He entered Agra attendeil by 500 nobles on horaes 
splendidly mpansoned, and with about the same number 
of infijntiy ; the whole cily turned out to meet him, but ' 
when he went to court, he found that he was the dune 
of Aurung^ebe, who desired hia presence merely to 
humble and disgrace him in the eyes of his subjects' 

He was veiy coldly received, and placed among the 
inferior omrahs, who at n conaidentble distance^ sur- 
toimded the throne of the Great Mogul. Tlie proud 
. Mahratta is said to Imve shed tears of indignation and 
anger at tins public insult; and to have hu^d words of 

tl.P W^lT- vengeance at the “Conqueror of 

It ksmd that a daughter of Aunmgzebe, looking throucrh 

the court of andienc^ was struck ndtli admiratioii at the ' 
Imld and undaunted indignatio,, of the Mahratta. and 
t at her mteicesaious alone saved him from the furv^ of ' 
the msuhed monai-cli; but although he did not puuish 
him With the death his bold speech had merited, he de- 
tomiineil to detain him a prisoner, and for that nur* 
jWG set dose w^tdi over liis movementa: biit the 

MaiSitor ® the ndly * 

After remaining a frw nmotliB ia restraint, Sivnji • ‘ 


SjVAJE. 


381 

feigiiL'd aickuess, sfiw doctor?, took physic, ]ay in bed, 
and did the busiiiesij of a regular invalitl j bui soou jjro- 
temling to recover, lie made it a cuatoni eveiy I’liuraday 
* to distribute amongst the poor who crowded in large 
uiimbers to his gates, great quantities of i^weetuieats and 
pnstry, which were brought in large baskets, each of 
which required three or four men to carry it j these when 
emptied were taken back to the coafectionerw, and at 
length, when the fi-equency of the presents had disarmed 
attention, and when everythhig was ready, 8ivaji, one 
Ihiirsday evening, huving acquainted hia confidants with 
liis design, ordered a slave to take his place on tlte bed, 
and leaving the ’customary aiteudunts in the room In* 

» emptied the sweetuieals, and putting his son into ouo 
basket and himself into another, tliey were carried out 
of the house : when he got clear of the city he mounted 
his son on n attrry liorse, and led him by the bridle ten 
wanls Muttra ; arrivud tiierc he shaved Jus beaid, bis 
motisbuddos, and hk long side lucks, and rrotumittiiin' 
his son to a Brahmin, to be couducted to the Deccaji^ 
he travelled us a pilgrim by AJlalmbad and Benai'cs to 
Gcmr* 

Being mnch fatigued he ventured to buy a wrekhwl 
horse, but not having silver he incautiously opened u 
purse of gold. As his csoipe had been noised througli 
Plindoslatn the owner of the horse, who was su-qiicious 
at seeing so much money in the hunda of one in the dress 
of a beggar, »iid, “ surely thou must be Sevaji." The 
latter msule no answer but gave the purse, and mounting 
the horse, pushed on with all speed to the sacred shriue o*f 
Juggernaut!), wliere stood the magnificent temple of tlie 
Sun, whose costly eiwliou had eoiistuiied tlie whole re 
venues of India for twelve years. 

Another ucemunt states, that by his orders liLs army 
advanced by detnchinents tftwards Agra, and that a btdy 
of Maltmtta hor^i* netiially Hppmadietl tlie walls of the 
i'ityj LhiU t^ivnji !Ui<l hia soii werx? rarriod out in two 
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]argc basket-s to die river aide^ where a boat as for corn- 
mon passeugera ivoa awaiting him ; that upon reaching 
the shore Sivaji sprang from his conceolmeiit, and giving 
the boatman a gold mohar, told him “ to go back and tell * 
Aurungiiebc, that he had ferried over Sivaji and Iiia oon : ” 
when mounting ileet horses^ diey rude by unfrequented 
roiitls to Guzerat, This account however is not correct, 
for it states that the speed was too great for the sou 
who died of it; whereas Sumbhaji lived nmuy years. 

From this time Sivaji was ever in arms against the 
Moguls, Tlie rancour of religious aniiuosity and political - 
rivaliy' was increased by persouttl hatred; and wiillat 
Atmingzebe professed to treat with contempt the power 
of the “ mountain rat,” as he termed Sivaji; the fierce ^ 
Hindoo equally haughty, compared the uiuiuul tribute 
which he sent to Delhi, to the “ oil-cake he gave his cow 
to make it give more milk.*' Unable to take the field in 
person, Anrmigzebc despiatched his son Prince Muliomet 
Mangam to the Deccan with instructions to efifect bystra- - 
tageiu what was hopeless by force or assassin ati on. 

When he mai'ched at the bead of liiu army into the 
Deccan, Slvnji, disguieed os n pcasjint, awaited hLs pussuge 
through a village nea r Brampore, and presented a plate of 
cream, which from its appearance, lilaugnm ordered to be 
served at his own repatit; within was n note enclosed” 
in wa.v, written by Sivaji, declniiiig that “ curiosity had 
letl him to view the mighty prince who condesceuded to 
become his ontugonist in the lists of fame." 

_ mr 

Tile cnift of Anmngzebe is iu uo instance more con- 
spicuouB than in this deep-laid intrigue; his instruc¬ 
tions to his son were to allow Sivaji to get head until * 
his own troops should grumble and lie discontented, 
when lie would naturally be reproached from homo, and 
ao be obliged to ranke Jiis father’s severity an esense for 
rebellion; he pretended to qnarrel with the great officeta” 
of his army, and then applied to Sivaji for assistaucc; 
but the latter knew through Lis Hpies the innermost 
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secrets of tlie r^mp of Maugnrn; ho knew that it was 
altogether a farce, and in answer said that the Siiltim was 
strong enough without him, that he wonlti protect the 
Deccan iu his absence, and protnised him lefWe in case 
of defeat, &c, &c. &c. 

At letigtli an:cr thirty years of almost uniutemipted. 
warfare, during which liis sword was never sheathed 
for a longer consocutive period tliau eight months ; 
having made considerable conquests, and acemmdated 
Wealth, Sivitj], who seems to have aspired 
to be the restorer of the Hindoo faith, as well as of 
the national independence, thought himself entitled to 
be formally enthroned monarch of the Concan, and 
the uortiiera portion of the Deccan, He' professed 
to trace a direct lineage up to the most ancient 
of the Ilajpoot families of India, but unfortunately 
for himself, and also probably for bis subjects, the 
Brahmins detected some flaw in his genealogical tree, and 
the mesdliant'e of one of his ancestors, many centirica 
before, cost him a fabulous treasure to erase. 

Before the Brahmins would allow’ him the religious 
rights of nu absolute and undoubted prince of die 
C-shatrya^ caste, he was forceil to perlbrm several costly 
ceremonies, that however attmetive to the priesthood, 
must have appeared dull and unprofitable to Iiim; lie 
was weighed against pure gold, and the result—ten stone- 
valued at sixteen thousand jwiinds, with one himdre<I 
tliousand more, w^ete distributed to die wily ministers of 
his faith, and the titles of the head ornament of die 
Cshattj'U race: “Ilia majesty the Bajoh ” “ Siva, Possessor 
or Ljnlof the Boyal Umbrella,*'w'ereproclaimed thiough 
the length and breadth of hia newly acquired domtuiona. 

Sivaji is not tlie only Hindoo, wlio by a h«-ish expen¬ 
diture has reH?stnb]ishc<l a doubtful lineage; it is not 
mmiy years ago, that the Eajah of Tanjorc, wishing to 
establish liia right to the Brahminical caste, was wm- 
maiulwl by the priests to make a cow of gold, afterwards 
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BOOK of couT^ to be givGD to the pneet'i, large etiougli for him 
—^ to creep through irom tlie mouth to the tiiiJ; by tliis new 
1629-tiO. impurities in his lineoge were washed away, 

* and he ^came a Brahmin of pure descent 

Assisted by the Siddees, and coasting manners of the 
Omcau, Sivaji made one nautical expedition with a 
lleet of eighty vessels, dowu the coast of Mulnbar; but 
tbrtunntely for bis enemies, the motion of the mighty 
deep did not agree ivitJi him, and having reached land in 
safety, his tutoliiry <ieity wisely forbade his ever ngnin 
tempting fickle fortune on the ocean. 

In the year 16S0, at the age of fifty-three, Sivaji fell 
a victim to the excessive energy, tluit had Jrom his 
^liest youth distinguished his career; he died from „ 
intiam Illation of the cheat, arising from fatigues endured 
in a distant foray on the Moguls. 

Sivaji is certainly one of the greatest princes of Hindoo 
lustoiy; he revived the andeut glory of a race, tliat 
centuries of subjection Imd tended to debase ; and during 
the very height and power of the Mogid dynasty, he ' 
founded and raised to empire the mast poweriul native 
kingdom yet seen in Hindostan. 

He possessed every quality requisite tor succesa in W 
disturbeil age in which he lived ; cautious and wily in 
council, he was fierce and daring in action ; he possessed " 
an endurance that made him remarkable, even amongst 
his haidy subjecfa, and an energy' and decLdon that 
would in any age have raised him to distinction. By 
hi.s own |x.>o(jle he was painted on a white horse goiu'^ 
at full gallop, tossing grains of rice into his month, to 
signify that his speed did not allow him to stop to eat. * 
He was the first Hindoo prince who forced the heavy 
Mogul cavalry to fly before the chaige of the native 
iiorse of India; his strengtii and activity uj action were 
the glory and admiration of his race ; and loiiy after his * 
dwith, the pr-iiidcst Iwast of the Maliratta sohlier was to 
htiv'e si'cti S?ivuji cluii^n hand to hand, 
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^ He spaicti jieitlier gold or exertion to obtAtn ecciimtc 
itifomvition coiictimiftg the motions und intentions of his 
fijes. He not only knew evei^' opulent house in tlio 
town lie wa» besieging, but often the veiy cell in wbieli 
the traisufc wus conoetiled. He wuged W'tir with tlie 
coinmniiders of opposing armies as inucli iia witli the 
iiruiies themselves; aiul whether gold or steel was die 
means he adopted to oompier them, he generally suc¬ 
ceeded ; ficarcely a \iceroy of the Emperor, or a general 
of the kings of Beejtipore, or even the son of J^ung- 
/ebe himself, were free from the suspicion of Lavii^ 
touched ^iLiliratta gold. 

He was idrnost womhippeii us a goil, and the renown of 
his deeds, liis engle glances njul long arms, Ida rft[iid 
marches and secret forays, are to this daj' tlie most 
]xjpLilur themes of tlie W'iinderiiig Giinsces, or minstrels of 
the Deccuu. 

Even his weapons were reverenced us holy, and his 
good sword Jlhotvimee Las been to the buids of the 
Deccan what the Joyense and Dtirandel of Charlemagne 
iidJ RnliLiid; aod tbe Askalun of our o^tii ptktron saint* 
were to the wandering troubadom^ of Europe. The best 
piindlel for the greut Mahraita will lie found in tlie 
cliaxaeter of the Sultan Buber ; possessing to a consider¬ 
able extent the polished mind and persona] prowess of that 
Jioble prince, he excelled him in foresight and gtmtugem ; 
Iwdd and reckless of danger as the most daring watrior 
that ever lived, he never attcmpttfd force wliere atmtageni 
<>ould avail- ^ 

The character of Baber reminds one of the bold open 
daring of the lion, while that of Sivaji rcfiemblea more 
the wil}* cunning of the tiger of his own luitive hills. 
Always in umbiish till the time of action arrived, he 
crept stealthily on his foes, and seldom faded when once 
Ids spring was really maile; alivaya pretending to do that 
w hicli he never intended, no one ivas a€(|iianited with his 
plans 1 mt by the success of their execution. So completely 
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jiooK were liih raovonients kept aecrdt, and so often had Jic cir- 
— .—' ciliated false report? of Ills death, to account for liis suddea * 
a.d, 16 «o. disappearance on eoinc distant expedition, that for several 
dap after his body was actually consumed, acnonling to 
the Hindoo rites, he ivas supix>3ed by his enemies, and 
even by his troops, to be commanding in person under the 
walls of Surat; and it was months before Aimmgzebe knew 
that deatli had removed the great euetny against whoso 
uiifluK’hing front the Mogul forces liad dashed aa liope- 
Jessly as tlje waves upon a rock-boiuid coast, 

“He was a grout captain," said Auningzobe, when he .p 

heard of his death, “ and the only niim who lias had the y 
power to raise a now kingdom, whiJst 1 have been en- 
doavouiing to destroy the ancient sovereign ties of India, » 
My annies have been employed against him for nineteen 
years, and nevertlieless his state has been continually in¬ 
creasing.’ He was mild and merciful, and idthough a 
bigoted worshipper of Brahma, he scorned to retaliate 
on the Mi:iislems the cruel persecution which they had ' 
inflicted on the followei's of his faith. 

Anecdotes of hi.? personal intrepidity are still current 
throughout the Deccan ; lie would at any moment risk his 
life and jeopardise liis crown 'to gratify a whim or to 
fiihil It ceremony. On one occasion he entered ilombay by 
stealth, 'when iie wa3 besieging it, on purpose to ascend 
the imtnrid chimney of rock on Mii]al>ar hill, that is sup¬ 
posed to purity from sin mil who enter below and emerge 
above. Ihs love for niu.«ic often led him into dangm _ c 
from which only hi.s activity and. daring released hfm; ^ 

many a time did he in disguise euter the very strongholds ■ ^ 
of Ills enemies, with no other purpose than to listen (o ^ 
the inspiriting narrations of the deed? and e-vploit? of the 
Hindoo g^s, as sung and recited in theKnthaa at the nu¬ 
merous Hindoo festivals,® 

Sivaji left immense wealth, and at Ids death was atuso- * 
lute jKJvereign of a territory in tiie Deccan, upwards of 
lour himflred miles in length liy one hundred and twenty ^ 
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ID breadth, and three handrcd miles away in the far 
south of India he possessed the distriet of Tanjore, equal 
jn extent to many of the natire sovereigntics- 

Every part of India, fiioni the Nerbudda to Tanjore, 
and from the Conean to Madras, at some time or other 
had to purchase the friendahip of Sivaji, or to pay heavily 
for their temerity in neglecting it; so great and bo constant 
rvas tlie influx of gold to his mountain capital of Eairee, 
that “ the caves of Rairco ” became a proverb, «a a depo¬ 
sitory from which nothing ever returned . 

He bad no rival iii Deccan ; in energy, personal activitv* 
rapidity of thought and action, he far excelled all the 
officers of hia day; beloved and respected as theguordiim 
* of the nation, and as the first leader who had for many 
hundred years enabled the Hindoo to contend with the 
fierce and nithlesa Afoslem, he moved everywhere in per¬ 
fect security, and often alone : it was owing to his Laving 
friends in the imiltitnde that his daring visits to the 
strongholds of his foes were Biiccesaftil. 

A few montlia after the death of Sivaji, Aiiningzebe 
was relieved by death from a great Bubject, equally dan¬ 
gerous as friend or foe, in the person of Jeswunt Sing, 
the renowned chief of the Rajpoots. Jeswunt was one of 
^ the must remarkable men of those turbulent daj's; for 
forty-two years, from his first contest with Aurungzelie 
on the Nerbuddsi to the day of hb death at Caubul, there 
was not an event of importance iu which he was not deeply 
engaged. He held by turns the viceroyalty of Gazer at, 
Deccan, Malva, Ajmere, and Caubul: he was always 
plotting against the Mogul power, and ul though at various 
times he supported one brothes against another, it was from 
no friendly feeling, but merely in the hope that they would 
ultimately destroy each other, and tlie inheritance be his. 

. Had Jey Sing of Amber, tlie Rana Raj of Mawar, Sivaji, 
and the other great native princes of his time coalesced 
with Jcswiml;, the Mogul power must Lave fallen, Au- 
ruiigzebe professed great friendship for Jeswunt, but his 
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refil foeliiig w'na one of intense btilretl says Is is 

historian, “ never censecl to flow from Aiuiingzebe's heart 
whilst Jeswimt lived;'’ ami the surest evidence of the 
dread the Rub tore Ijad inspired hit a when alive, will be 
found ill tlie ruthless aniunosity willi whicli, he puraued 
his family wlicn doiid. 

(Teswnnt died beyond the Attock whilst vicoroy of 
OftubuL His wife was at that time seven montlis ad¬ 
vanced in prcgiinuey. She wislieJ to attend her lord to 
lieaven, but lier Suttee was forcibly prevented; tliree 
other ivi^es and six concubines, liowever, celcbmteil that 
feai'lnl rite, As soon iia the queen could travel, the 
RuLtore roiitiiigcnt set out for tlieir own country; but 
Atiruiigwbt; was not inclined to allow a scion of the okl 
stock to escape him if he could help it; and wheu they 
rciacheJ Delhi, he cotuuitmdeLl them to give up the iufliut 
jirinre: they refused. He offered to divide the whole 
of Mil Wilt amongst them if they would accede to his re¬ 
quest : they still relused, Onr o.mntry,” said they, is 
with our sinews, and tliesc can defend both it and our 
lord.” Their quarter was sm-rouiidcd by the legions of 
Aurungzebe, and the infant Aidt was, with difficulty, 
smuggled out ot the city in a basket of aweetmcuLc 
The chief object of their devotion thus secure, they 
mountfnl their steeds, and placing their women iu Llio 
centre, attempted to cut their way tlirough the iTogtil 
tTfxipa ; they were, however, overpowered, and forced 
tfj retreat. Finding their case hopeless, they adopted 
the usual means to save their owti and their deceased 
lord’s honour. 

The widow of Jeswunt, together with their o^m wives 
and daughters, were encloaed in a room filled with gun- 
l.JO^\der and all scut to heaven. Having thus perforined 
one of the great ordinances of their caste, they took a 
double dose of opium, and donning tlie saffron robe, 
isiicd [lut into the city with the do^perate hope of cuttin*# 
theij* way tlLrouglj, ^ ° 
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^ Dtillii Ijfis seen many fieroo rombats hi her streets, but chu- 
iione tlmt ever equaJled tlie detib of this hmiilful of 
^ herons. Doorp-dit, tlie iinele aiul gutmlinn of Azit, auJ A.i».i680^ 
a few other wairioi^, succeetlecj in Jiewbg thuii- way 
through die opposiiig ranks; tliey rejoined their fiifuut 
pnn<?e outside the elty, and regained their own country. 

I’his battle, fought on the seventh day of the luontJi of 
Hie iloiisoon ICiil) A, f)., is stiU u sacred dav ii the calen- 
itiir of iitiwar. 

Doorga-da now assumed tlie place of Us brother Jes- 
wunl, and soon became au equal terror to the Jloguls. 
Aurungzebc had a great dread of tins fiunoiis lemltT of 
the Eahtores; ho had pictures dmwn of him und also 
- of Siviiji, the latter sitting crossdegged on cushions, in 
the otilhiaiT portion of Hindoo princee, the former’ on 
Ijorsebatrk, toasting Iwwuns or barley cakes with tlie 
jioiiit ot his luiiL’e on a fire of maize sticks. 

Tlie Emperor used to say, “ I may entrap that fellow,” 

' meaning Wraji, but this dog is lioni to be my bane.” 

./VumIigzelle vvaa not one to give up the quarry because 
^ his Just swoop mi.HSed ; liia enemy might escape him for 
the time, but his [ilans were always laid for future re¬ 
venge, Hy tlie devotion of Doorga-ila and his brave 
^ liahtore?, iViiice Ajtll had once escajjasl him ; but it only 
made him nmre detertuined to indulge his revenge later. 

It was years before that opportunity occurred, but there 
la no summer like a late aiiuimer, and tat reventre^ is 
» so sweet as that winch has beou long delayed. ” 

A few years before Aurungzebea death, he commanded 
Prince Aisits attendance at couit. The young prince 
olxjy^ him, and was received not only with all the dis¬ 
tinction that was hia diie, but with the most Bfieeions 
fonrti^. One day with uiiu.suol fiimiliiirity the King de- 
_ riretl him to advance, and grasping firmly his folded fmnds 
(the ii.'suid attitude of defciy'ijce in one of his rank), said 
O « Well Itiilitoiie, I am told you po^ess an arm as nervous 
i!6 ns your father s: what can you do ? " “ God prosen'e 
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BOOK jour Majesty," repli€sl the Bajpoot prioce, **vhen tJie 
^ . sovereign of nmnHnd lays the lianJ of protection upon 
^.iCfiO. the meanest of his subjects, all his hopes axe realised, and 
when he condescends to touch both my hands, I feel as if 
I could conquer the world." His vehement and animated 
gesture gave full force to the words, and Aurungzebe 
bitterly exchumed, “Ahl here w another hero." Yet 
afiecting to be pleased with his boldness of speech, he 
ordered him a dress of honour, vrhich, according to eus- 
tom, he put on in the presence, and having made his 
obeisance, left well pleas^. That day was his last; he 
returned to his quarter and died in great torture: the robe 
was poisoned. 


NOTES TO CHAFTEK SX^’. 

* An lodifin nsssB^ngBr cm pvmlj perffimi fro-m fnrtr to fifty milM 4 day 
fur tlikty Qt forty dnyi ooDSficutJTely; at Xha f^oonueihLvuituit cif ih-B last 
mbcllkad Lkifl SikLj uuijfdittd Inoti P^bIlkwilt Ua Dfllii at the ntii of 

■ day. 

SepdmuB mmtc^Led £fdtn tlie neigiibcHLr^Dod f^f Vienna to 4 

difltabiK of 600 mil™, in f^arty daya 

* The Bmluuiiu »y that tbe of the eaiih., md sptnllj nnmbt}!* 
ihiet hundred snd tb^y mUlions. 

^ Tha EtzxUgt^m by whicb ibe fluiprisihd tba cABtla □! liEncbuigli 

Tery nearly idjsntital with ibe ojih by wbkb SiTsji obtmn^ 
of 4 lii fort of the Oecom, On the e^e nf Shmve Touisiiiy^^ tmys Sir 
Wiltor Scottf cm tbfi Utb of M 4 Tt]h| when tbe gviwn were full of 

joDi^ 4THi mdulgiilg in druiikEn WaBsailf l>qHiflB|fl 4Ikd bSa fcllowtfTB ftp. 

ppPHcbod tber caelle, crespbi^ m Imndg and and bavb^ ibu-b doeka 
Uinng ui'iET tbcLr ftfinoEu;; Tb&y lui&iufd to tbo j^gUab ealdierB 1 4 tr 4 y 4 »l 
herd of some tusigbbour^ pc-ofiatirfl which hud aufF^tred to 

dtutng the festirhy of the cveiiing. They tb^rufore s&w tliKSH 
ohjeetB ufiTfi on the of the moat ind dfiK'eiHl mto h without 

wonder or Blarm^ nor did they dlaouvET tbeir error till the Ebout of 
Uuugkal BonglaaE ftunotmced ibmt the wdl woa Hcobd 4 nii tbo dty 

takfinn 

* H fit ftttacher ua Histoiirl djas mleux ncqul^E 1 une hagua (jn.’il p 4 xrki]t 
an doigbt ^ 1ft l^jitouTi trumoit ru^^ment nutdiir dc I 4 iMiguer et pour Ion !1 
etfth c4db4 dona rombre de u tri ai n — See occcunt of Csdar Borgia^ lUn^. 

* When George he ahaved tbe dxftgun'a beftrd^ and Ailuijua wm hid mtori 
Joyettse acme of Cliubtma^e^a fwo^^ Dtirotidel that of Bolomt 
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* Tho lullflrils Bj® giiU protty ei^ii^li, is. llbci AcvaoLpanyin^ 

ment abowi, Aboat flftj y^^xa ign TrimboJqti^i, i Mnhratti of note, dscapcd 
frotii pnfion by th* /o-tlowiii^ divin i whilo in conitciini-pnt i (sonimtiii 
Imking MnhnttA rtffbned hii serritse# to tbe commitudiiig officer; hi ww 
accepted^ auil hid to keep Lii hqj» imder the windewa of tbo priBen: 
nntMn^ wu reiuirked thani faim but his ot^tioii to hii horap uod a. 
cojiiitint habit of iLiigiiijr. Upon tha dlfiappeftrnnco S4atiifi time after of both 
Iruqbu^ea lud the groodii it was lememhewtl that the words of tlus acnig 
were tboae,— 
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Behind the wood the howmoo hide 
The horas beneath the tree ^ 

Wbopfl iihmll I find 1 knight will nde 
The jimgle pith wldi im ? 

There ire fiye md lifly coureere ihiqwj 
And four ind fifty men, 

When the fiity-fifth shill luonnt lue ite«l. 
The Hecesn thnyei tigMn.'^ 
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BELIGIDUS rEUMClTTlOS AKt> INTDLEBAVCG 01' APltHKOEEDE,—BELlGIOCS 

WAR tN BAJTOOTANA, —Atrm.'SOiEltE UARClIEli TO OirDIPOIlB, — I'OftCED 

TO RIlTIBR BT BA1I1KB,—HI;; LATTBn TEAIIA EHDiTTEltEP |IY CtHtUCCT 

or mus acN . — mi ^gclls ButEkuoM is depcam asd sonrmcs all 

ms FOEiL—ms bJLLTlt ASD CH ARACTBIt 

Tolehant us Aurungsielje wus at tTie beginning of bis 
reifni towards all sects in Ilia <loinitiions, it appears tlnit 
iLs he advanced in years lie displayefl u considerable 
apke of the merciless spirit of jjcrsecution that diatin- 
fenushed Mahmoud of Ghiani, and tlmt lie sought, by a 
forced couveraioti of the Ilitidoos, Ut add the ilistinction 
of Mohi-cddin, the “ reviver of religion,” to bis many illus¬ 
trious titles. 

Oti account of the great loss to agrirulture, by die 
alaughter of kine during tlie famine in the last reign, 
the ErahminB bad oblained an edict from Jelmiigire 
that no cattle should be killed, and they oflercd enor¬ 
mous sums to Aurungzebe to renew the injunction ; but 
he refused, Y%ith bitter Insults, to slioiv any toleration 
whatever to the prejudices of bis idolatrous subjects, mid 
answered their petition by levying a oipitation ttix on 
every Hindoo thronghout his dominions who would not 
immediately abjure Iiis faith. By liis orders the Hindoo 
pagodas were desecrated and destroyed- ancient imd 
buautvtid sculptures were defaced i mosques rose on the 
mins of holy temples; the most hallowed shrinea of 
Muttra, Benares, and Abmedubad, were pollutetl by the 
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Hlautjhtcr of cows ami other sacred animak; and his 
liigli-cjiste prisoners were rompeUed iit tlie sword’s point 
^ to sw’hTIow the dust of the marble statues of their gods,, 
pounded up for die pir]>0sscv 

lint wlioso breaketb an Jieilge the serpent shiill bite 
him and the Emperor found to hb cost, that in V)refik- 
iiig down the hedge of absolute tolenitioii, planted by 
his ancestor Akbar and p«?ser\^ed by his daH-eudimts, he 
had rou^etl i\ nest of smikes, that, little heeded at first, 
S4.»on diroatened tlie very existence of iiis power. 

Xlie Hindoos, perfectly lolerttnt tlioiiisGlvcs on all 
religious matters, never interfering with the creeds i>f 
others or attempting to make proselytes to their own, yet 
* ]>ossGS5 rerbdn articles of faith and certain traditions" of 
caste, which they clierisli in life and elitig to in deatli; 
and again a bitter spirit of enmity arose betiveeii the fol¬ 
lowers of llrahiua and Mahoninied, and the fuDaticism 
of religions butrecl added tenfold to the resuscitated spirit 
, of hei’cditury animosity. 

All Aunmgzcbo’s ellbrts at conversion, hoivuver, failed 
most sigtjull}'^ a few petty rajalig indeed were tempted 
by his offers, but the people genemlly clung to their 
pagoilas and their ancient faith. Evcrywhnre dii^'onteiit 
^ and tnieaainess prevailed; labour forsook the field and 
indu&tiy the loom ; whilst bands of robust fuqueem, 
taking advantage of llie general nneasiness, ravaged the 
country, under the excuae of defending the Uiudoo faith; 

* and an old female faqueer led such a multitude in arms 
from Agra to Delhi, that it reciuired tlie presence of 
Anningzebe himself to subdne it. 

. Tli^ symptoms of rebellion, however, did not cliange 
the conduct of Auraugzebe; and when at length the 
decrease of tlie revenue brought representations from 
* the governors of the provinces, and caused him to pause 
in his suicidal career, it was only to enable him to take 
measures to renew it at a more fiivourable season with 
— tenfold zeal and intolerance. 
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This iienseeutioQ, th:it caused only discontent amongst 
the peaceable rajahs of Bengal, was received in far oilier * 
guise by the warlike tribes of Bajpootana, who, fierce 
and bigoted as tlie Moguls themselves, prided themEeives ■ 
on a direct d^ent from tliose who defeated Alexander 
on the banka of the Indus, and claimed to be ciuluwed 
with courage from the heart of Brahma himself.^ 
When therefore, in the madness of his pride, Aunmguebe 
sent an am bassodor to the Riuia, profieriug as a compromise 
to the capitation tax, that he ahould no lunger strike 
coin in his own DainG but in that of the Mogul; that kiue 
should be killed in his doiuinions; that pagodas should 
be demolished or converted into mosques; and that 
justice should be administered according to the Koran, » 
the insulting proposaLi were received in the same spirit of 
ari'Ogant contempt in which they were made. 

A close allmneu was initnedialcly contmeted between 
the tliree great chieftains of Bajpootaua, the rajahs of 
Ahnir, Chitore, and Jondpure, aiid before matij weeks ^ 
200,000 Eajpoot warriors were in tlie field, ready to * 
shed die last drop of their blood in defence of their 
goda and of their ancient faith. A noble letter from ^ 
the Baja Sing of Joud|K)re to the Emperor, wUl lung 
live as a bold and eloquent protest against the bigotry 
and intolerance on religions matters of the mighty ones * 
of the earth. 

**May it please your Majesty, your ancestor Maliommcd 
JeM-ul-Bien Akbar, whose throne is in heaven, con- 
duct^ the afiairs of the Empire in equity and firm 
security for the space of years; he preserved 

eveiy tribe of man in case‘and happiness, whether they 
were Mowers of Jesus or of Moses, of Brahma or 
Mahommeds of whatever sect they might be, tlicy 
equally enjoyed his countenance and favour, insomuch 
that the people, in ^ititude for his indisciiminate pm- " 
tection which he aflbrded diem, diatmguiahed him i>y 
the appellation of the “Guardian of Monkiiid,”- His 
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Muhonmiod Nc>or*u1-DiGn Joh^ngire Ukewisa 
T?ho^ dwelling is now in pamdi^, extended for a periotl 
of twenty-two years the shadow of his protection over 
'* the huKb of his people, successful by constant lldelity 
to Ilia allies, and a vigorous exertioD of his arm in 
buaine!^ Nor less did the illustrious Shnb Jehan, by a 
piosperous reigix of thirty-two years, acquire to bimaelf 
iiumortul reputatiou, tlic glorious reward of elemency and 
virtue. Such were the benevolent inclinations of your 
ancestois; whilst they pursued their great and generous 
principles,'wheresoever they directed their steps, conquest 
and prosperity went before tbetn, and thus they reduced 
many conutrics and foilrcases to their obedience. During 
^ your Majesty's rdgn many hiive been alienated from the 
Empire, and fiirther loss of territory must necessarily 
follow, siuce devastation and rapine uow luiiversuUy reigu 
without restraint; your subjects are trampled under foot, 
and every province of your Empire is impoveiiBhed; 
depopulation spreads and difficulties accumukte; when 
indigence has reached the hubitatiun of the sovereign, 

^ what can be the condirion of the nobles? as to the soldiery 
they ore in murmurs; the merchants complaining; the 
Mahommediuis discontented; the Hindoos destitute; the 
^multitude of people wretched, even to the want of their 
nightly meal, are bearing their heads throughout the day 
in rage and deqieration. How can the dignity of tlie 
sovereign be preserved, who employs Ms power in exact- 
mg a heavy tribute from a people thus miserably reduced ? 
At this juncture it is told from East to West that the 
Emperor of Hindostan, jealous of the poor Hindoo devotee, 
will exact a tribute from Brahmins, Saraorahs, Joghies, 
Byrajhees, and Sonossccs; that regardless of the high 
honour of his Timourian race, he oondescends to exercise 
^ his pow'er over the solitary inoSeusive anchorite £ Tf 
your Majesty places any faith in those books by distinction 
called divine, you will there be iustructed that God is 
tlte God of all toatikiud, not the God of the Mahommedana 
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iilotiu J Tlicl’jigftu Qn^ Musaultiijin are et|iiul in liisprosencc : 

' — —' tlistijictions of cioloxirure of Ins onHimtJon ; it is lie who * 
1o*j7ti^ esisteuoe ; iu your temples, to his name, is raisoJ n 
prapr; in a house of iinagea whejxj » is shaken, still 
he IS the object of Btlonition ; to vilify the reJifrion or 
customs of the men is to set at naught the pleasure of the 
Almighty. Wlien we deface a picture we Oiitiimlly incur 
the resentment of the painter, and jqsliy has the poet said, 

* Presume not to arraign or scrutinise the various works of 
l^twer divine.’ In fine, the tribute you dumand from tlie 
Hindoo IB repugnnut to jusslice; it is eijtadly foreign to good • 
policy,]^ it must impoi'crish the countTy; moreover it 
w mi mnovatioti, sin iiiinngement of the laws of HiiidosUiii. 

Put if zeal for your oWn religion Jias induced you 
determine on tlijs measure, the deimind ought iiy the * 
rules of eqiiitjt to Lave been mode first on Pamsing^ who 
IS esteemed the jirindiMi! amongst the Hindoos; then let 
your well-wIsherB lie called upon, with whom vuti wili 
have less dilficulty to encounter; but*to torment aiiL^ and 
JliM IS unworthy an heroic or generous mind. It k 
wonderful that your minlstei-s should have uetrlecto^l 
to mstraet your Majesty in the rule, of K^tituJe auJ ^ 
liouourJ! 


A wise man would Imve paused aud couuted the cost 
of mousing the fanatical enmity of so foniiidable a power ^ 
Imt Lad wa^cd the judgmeat of Aurmigzebo; he' 
Wfts dtstru-dfid of his fitness for the next world, and he 
sought to obliterate, in the blood of au infidel race, the 
yniMtural murder of many true Mievem, thus foIJoidu^ 
he example of Timour the Tartar.® He remembered 
that his numerons had not been carrietl on without 
the destruction of many of God’s creatures, aud 
^nm>hu iiimthbus,he naolved to wipe out the remembrance 
of past crimes by othere of a like nature. 

Moreover Auriingnebn had oairiault to avenge on the ' 
_ouse of Mawar, tliat m the iiiiud of an Empmtr of 
Ibiidostan would outweigh all considemtions of policy 
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and uven snfttty; Lis addresses liad been sU'^htcil by a 
ItajpcHitiii princess, and not only sHglited, but treiiUid 
■\vitli scoin iLiid clerision. A few years before, Aui'utig- 

* 2 ebe, whi> with all Ills proft>aaR<l asceticism, appesira to 
Lave tally iiiLerItc3d the Aphrodisiac diameter of the race 
of TimoLtiv denifuided the hand of the Princess of Rooii- 
nugurh, n junior branch of the House of Mavvar, and 
without wailini^ Ibr a reply, sgnt 2000 horse to escort the 
lady to Ins eouri. However willing she niJglit Imve been 
uniler ordhmy eirciinisUjtices to become the ftivourite 
sultana of the Mogul, Lev royal blood rebelled at the 
notion of being tin is delivered on demand, without her 
own ooiisenl; and moreover she was already husdnfrtetl 

♦ willi the gallantly of Haj Sing, the paladin of lier race, 
and she detenuiued kt reject with scont the deiniuid of 
Aunutgzebe, jvtid to entrust her cause to her lover, with 
the promise of herself ns the reward of protection. TTer 
resolution once taheu, fio time was to l>e lost, but the 
iiatui'nl delicacy of the lugh-caste ladv 'shmnk ft^tni 
oiienly soliciting the protection she desired. As nitiial on 

, such occasions the family priest was cdled in, who soon 
devised a plan that wiudJ ensure tlie desired succour, 
witliout any infr;iction of the strkteift decomtn ; by his 
^ ivlviii'e the follomng Inconic note wits |>ennetl and des¬ 
patched by a trusty inesscnger to Raj Sing. Is the 
swnii to be the mate of the stork, a Ihijpootnl pure in 
bhjod to be the wife of the moiikey-facctl Ixirbariiiu?*’ 
Ere the note could be delirorcilj she wtvs compelled to 
accompiuiy tin?Mogul troops to her Simian admirer; but 
once iici|UajntcdwiLh the wishes of the fairPrincess of Roo]>> 
tiagurh, Rjij Sing tlew like a true knight to her rescue ; 
before she Imd proceeded man)* leagues, he crossed the 
fixtt of the Anivulli with some picked troops, attacked 
^ tlie Impei'ial gnard, imd delivered the distressed piiucess 
fl ora the hand of her .deapoilers. All applauded this 
gnllaut act, and without exception the lofuling chiefs of 
, iluwar gathered round the red banner 
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BOOK Nftlive chivflliy iras at ita height auiongat the Eajpoots ’’ 
- - of this age; they breathed an atmosphere of battlea, and 

to^noif scarcely a chieftain of any 

note had died on his pallet * - 

Anrungzebe alA-rays more or less dreaded the fiery 
natures of these haughty chiefe, and lost no opportunity of 
teaching titem a lesson of humility. Eor some slight 
want of respect he had commanded Nahur, a famous 
chief of Oudipore, to enter a tiger's den alone and on- • 
armed i he obeyed without trepidation, and approaching 
the tiger, who was pacitig bacl^ards and forwards, tlius *■ 
contemptuoiialy addressed him: “Oh J tiger of the ‘Meab,*” 
a tenn given by Ilindoos to MoalemH, “ tnm and foce the 
tiger of Jeswnut.^ Tlie tiger unaccustomed to such uncera^w,-- 
luonious salutation, look^ at him and walked away; when 
Nahur, turning to the Emperor, said, “ you see he dare not 
foce me, and it k contraiy to the oath of a Eajpoot to 
attack an enemy who dare not confront him." 

On another occasion Soortan, a gaUant warrior of iVhoo, ^ 
the sacred mountain of the Rajpoots in the Aravulli, was 
brought prisoner before Aumngzebe; he refused the 
regular prostrations; he said, “ hk life was in the King's 
naiids, his honour in bis own ; he had never bowed die 
head to mortal man, and never would." They tried to 
introduce liim into the presence through a low portij, but* ■ 
he came in feet and stomnrJi first; and Aumngzebe 'who 
could not help admiriiig liim, permitted him to depart, 
asking him at the same time what favour he could grant r 
liim « Nothing,'* replied he^ “ but to suffer me to return 
the Paradise of Aboo.” 

The mountainous provinces diat at this period ac¬ 
knowledged the supremacy of the Eana, or great chief 
of .the Rajpoots, fonned a kingdom about half as large as 
Prance, and about as populous as Stritzeriaud; attached 
to their soil, as the ground on which their deities as well * 
as their ancestors had lived, and enabled amid their mmred 
mountains and narrow defiles to defy all but a nomhiai ^ 
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siibjiiction to the most powerful mouarchs of HiniJostan, 
• tha Bajpoot races combined in a riire degree tl^e love of 
conntiy and llie stem fuuatieism that so frequently con- 
* stitule the sole diough priceless birthright of mountain 
races. 

They are without etreeption the finest race of roen in 
India, if not in the whole world ; their muscular power 
and extraordinary endurance, their contempt of death, 
and the devotion with which they have always resisted, 
religions persecution or defilement of caste, render them 
- n’lien toly roused and well commanded, the most valuable 
of friends or the most dangerous of foes. To this day a 
company of Bajpoot soldiers of Onde or Rajpootana 
T present much the same contrast to the low^caste men of 
3iladra.s or Bombay that a troop of life-guardsmen ’would 
to a regiment of Mexican irregulars, 

Aurungzebe’s invasion of this formidable region was 
conducted on a scale equal to the magnitude of the 
^ undertaking i he summoned all his troops from Caubul, 

I Bengal, and Deccan,and assembled a field-train consisting 
4 of 70 pieces of liciu'y ordnance, 00 of horse artillery, and 
t a dromedaiy corps mounting sAvivels 300 strong; an 
; armament far surpassing at that period any o’wued by 
the most potent sovereigns of Europa On the appivjach 
of tills oyerwhelming force, the Eaim Raj Sing desertefl 
the plains and collected his forces within tlie natural 
t fortresses of the AratiiUi range, whence he watched in 
\ perfect secuiity the movements of his foe, 
f Aurungzehe marched dirough the Dobarri pasa with a 
I Tnagnificeut force of 50,000 picketl troops without oppo¬ 
sition, and advaqced straight to the capital of Ondipore; 
here palaces, gardens, lakes, and isles, and all the ekbomte 
I splendour of a luxurious capital met his eye, but not a 
\ ^ living thing; all r^-as deserted and silent as the grave. 
Confident in Ills numbers, the Mogul encamped in fancied 
security, but the tlurd night his army was attacked by 
.^ Raj Sing; some were at chess,some pnijdng, some feasting; 
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“tiiey uamo to .«teal and fdl asleep," Tltey wore tiis|>erse(l 
with tcrrifir niul illirelenting ^laugliter/and QudiporL, the 
favourite KaJiKJotuni wife of Aui'uiigzebe, who iuid'acconi- 
}Hiiiied him in lliia ui‘iluou» wiiTj fell into the hands of her 
count lyraen. 

As wc have before remarked, the Eaipoots, of all races 
in. Lidia, ate the moat neiiffitive about tlie liunour of their 
women, and the most delicate in tlieir tre-aiinont of those 
of their enemies. It is only when auiiuusity is heightened 
by tlie desire of reveugc, wJietJ they wish tf.> disgrace and 
degrade tlieir foes, that they enact such scenes of atrocity 
as tlioso ktely witiiuaaeil at Delhi anil Cawnpore. 

Oudipori Avaa carrieil to the Eiyab, who treated her 
with eveiy attention, and iiitmediately sent her Iwidt under 
a strong escort to Aiirungzebe, whtli the sole reriuest that 
in return he would spare the sacrwl auitmds that might 
be left iu tJio plaiiis ; but ihc Empei-or could not credit 
geuerosity so foreign to Ids own nature, niid attributed to 
tear what w'os merely the impulse of a noble and chlvalroiEs 
character. Uc eontitiued tiie. w‘ar with fire and sword, but 
although he ^ain took Cllitore the Immaculate, the result 
of the L-ftinpnigii was altogether utisatisfactory; everywhere 
the irLbabitants deserted their homes and drove their 
lloeks and herds to the niouutuiua; oil the pjisses were 
dosed tigamst tJie Mogul reinforcemeuta, and in addition 
to the uiiivlenting enmity of an outraged nation, ilio 
Emperor soon had also to contend against famine, and 
after several mouths of calamity and disgrace, he wus not 
sorry to leave tlie barren battle-field of Maw'ar to his sous 
and gencrak. 

The latter yearn of Auningaebe were full of great imrl 
deserved tosiety; his cliildren one after another turned 
against him, aud always found in the Jlalmittas ami 
Kiijixmte allies able and willing to support tliem. He 
now' in his tiirn encountered that marble-hearted fiend, 
filitd ingratitude, and felt how aharper than a sei'ixjnt’s 
toodi It is to liuve a thaukless cbiid,'’ His eldest son 
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Akbar had fonued an allmcce witli Samblmji, the reckkifis 
son of Sivaj'i, and frequently }ii» banner flaunted side by 
side whh that of the Mahratta in the liurd-fought fields 
of the Doccan. Aurun^ebe never euD'ercd natural tdrec- 
tion, or tfie ties of blood* to interfere with or 

success; for some time he dissembled liis wratli, and 
feigned even more than ordinaiy affection for his rebellions 
BOti ; tvnd A truce being ronchided betwcjen the contending 
pfirticfl, he sent him a dress of honaur, a fine horse richly 
caparisoned, and a vest beautifully embroidered. 

Akbar received these tokens of nffbction with nil outward 
respect, but mistrusted hia father even when sending gifts; 
he dill not immediately don the gorgeous attire, as was 
f ciLStomary ; but kept it, with the excuse that he Ttishefl to 
inaugurate the honoured vestments with greater solemnity. 
In the meantime he put it on a skive, who died in two 
days; like that given to the sou of Jeswnnt, it was per¬ 
fumed with poisoned powder. Naturally this afTair did not 
greatly lend to the reconciliation of either party. Aklair 
now feeling that all liope of foigivenesa was past, threw 
himself heart and soul into the contest on the side of the 
Deccan princes, and the war that had before halted for a 
season, was resumed with increased vigour on both sides. 
TJic rebellion in the Deccan ivas now general; the kiagg 
’“of Bccjiipore und Crotcondn, sii]»ported by the other Dec- 
canec rajahs, and swayed and directed by Snmbhflji, uniletl 
their hitherto opposing forces, mid raised an imjKmetrable 
bidw'ork against the advancing power of the Mogul 
This hostile .array greatly strenglbened by the active 
oliiaiice of the Sidde^, or descendants of Abyssinian 
adventurers, who during many oentnries had exercised 
great power imd iuDuence in the Deeean; and w hose 
prtsent descend ants, known by the general term of Arabs, 
constitute the fierce and fimatical mercenaries luid robbers 
’ of the provinces of the NiEuni of Hydrabad, 

Anrungzelje conducted the war in person; but his con¬ 
tinued absence from hia capital and the great djstanoe of 
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Dooii the scat uf war from the centre of Ilia reflomxea, couaider- 
*■ ahly impairetl the efficiency of his iLrmies, and broLi|:ht 

lo^irOT^ ^313 subjects the miseries mscptirable from, abaenteo 
dominatJon. h nlly occupied for many years in ooiuluctiii^ • 
warlike operations in n distant eomerof his dominions, he 
was miable to exercise the siiperTision indispensable to 
g^l gOTemment; and cninpcUed to entrust innnense pro¬ 
vinces to lientenants, who were indiCGrent or unable to 
ooutroi tiiem with strict justice, anarchy and oppression 
rapidly raised their beads in districts that for the Last 150 
years liad been blessod by a hrm and stable governinuut. 
Hut towards the end of his long reign the cloud that 
hung with dark jiortent over the departing glory of the 
MoguJs rose for a season, nnd allowed the sun of their h, 
prosperity to shine once more with Its wonted splendour. 

_ The storms that hail darkened the horizon passed away ; 

I and at lengdi, after she yeai’s of harassing warfiire, the star 

I of Aunmgzebe was again in the ascendent. Ilia arms 

I were eveiywhero victorious; the pitmd monarqhs of Gol- - 

I conda and Beejapore were forced to surrender their capitals 

■ to Ilia victorious troops, and Ms son Akhar to seek in an 

English ship a distant a-sylum at tlie court of Ispahan - 
and to complete Ilia triumph, the fiercoandemelSnmbhaji 
after crclmldiig himself from nil hopes of mercy by poison¬ 
ing tiinks, and otlier barbarous moles of warikn? waa* 
betray^ into the hands of the M.^1, whUst in a state of in¬ 
toxication, and subjected to fwirftii tortures by his inhimijm 

captors. He was offered life and fortune if he would turn 
Idoslem; and on refusing, he was clothed in a dress dero- ’ 
jmtory to his caste, and paraded thitjugh the ilognl camp , 
sitting bsickwaiNls on a camel, and treated with the most 
brutal indignities; but cruelty could not bond the bold 
spirit of the fierce Hindoo ; nnd ivheu Aurungzebe arraiu 
sent him an offer of pardon on the same terms, he bursthUo 
a scornful kugh. “ Tell tlie Emperor,” said he “ that if * 
howllgivemo lib, lUa^httr, 1 will beoomo aMulsulm,,, " 
liua Uimt, 111.! ino»l UHuUiug it was posaibla tu make to i 




suanjiiAfi. 


4oa 


Mussnlnmn. waa cruelly expiated ; by the emperor’s com- 
TnatJilB hw tongue ivns tom out by the roots, hla ^ea aeurod 
with hot Irous, and he was finally put to death in the 
• most degrading manner. Sumbhaji possessed much of 
the courage and aetiTity of hia father, but he was a alaire 
to Ins piisaiona; his intcmixirance knew no bounds, and 
his prusence in the nfiiglibourlitxMl was always enou^rh to 
cause a panic amongst the fairer portion of his subjects. 

He was as cruel and revengeful aa hia father (for a 
Mahratta) was merciful and ftn^iving; he wiia a moaster, 
whoso meteor course was marked with the blood of hiJ 
Hulijects more than with that of hia foes ; the vast trea.-iurE 3 
of Kalrec were squandered in idleness and debauchery; hia 
r troops were unpaid, hia subjects ovta- taxed ; he kuew no 
god but hia Irot; and the bmtal murder of hia Iktliera 
favourite ivife, the trampUng uuder fotit of hia ministora 
by deplmuls, and the cruelty exeit'ised towatds the holy 
order of the Brnlunins, and the actual murder of one of 
lliem, soon alienated fmm him all that was respectable 
amongst his nation, and mist'd a spirit of diaconteut that 
relaxLHl the militarj’organisation of the mitjou, and reduced 
his regidir armies to hands of indei^endeut freebooteta. 

-* Siviiji hud tried imni to bring up this way ward youth 
^ ill a course more befitting the future sovercigu of so 
powerful a nation ; and on ouc occasion, being enraged 
by tlie reprosentalions of a Brahmin, wiiose domestic 
felicity much disturbed by the nightly visitg of die 
erotic prince to hi.s wife, he gave orders that the next 
time Sumbhaji attempted to leave the fort after walch 
time, the guard should cast him head foremtist from the 
rocks; but die impetiiouB prince was not one to forgive 
such a iWt even from a father: he forthwitii withdrew 
frrjm fiaiiiee, and joined Prince Maugam, at that time 
ooramandiiig the Mogul troops in the Heccan ; and on 
one nccasiou hia banner waa displayed aide by side with 
the Mogul against his father, and for the fi^t and last 
time in his life Sivaji was defeated. 
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TliM apparently dulivered from all his foea in theDec- 
ciui the cruelty and intolemnoG of Aurancr^ebe kept pace 
7, Abou Hoiiflsein, King of GoJooniJn^ ivaij 

publicly scourged, to extort eonfession of his wealth ■ anti 
Ilia brother in misfortune Adi I SJmh, the proud monarch 
of Beejapore, was ijaraded in i^ilver diaim before Ida con- 
quemr. Neither did the cnpitala of Deccan fare any better 
than the soverei^; the pakcea, the eamvnnsaries, and the 

mosqua^, tbit fur more than ei eentuir had made Beeia- 
^re the glory of Southein India, were levelled with tlm 
dust, aiid m a few days one of the moat flourishing capl¬ 
in of the Laxt was reduced to the condition of the 
ifliinyra oi inrlia.^ 

Kotlung will give a better idea of the wealth and pro,s^ 
penty of Houthmi India^ dming the latter days of the 
^ ahommedan kings, th^ the rapid growth and uncqualkJ 

iu commenced 

a A.D. 160U ; m rather less than fifty yeor^ it 

the sue and magnjficcnco of many of iLs buildings the 
mipenal mtieg ot Agra and Delhi. ^ ’ 

The red marble mauioleum of Mahommed Add Slmii 
larger th^ the Pantheon or St. Paul’s, and but little in- 

^ (Iktinguishefi from di# 
of Kunnoor, a distance of fomieeu milts; whikn 

^ remains of the tomb of a kvoiiritc 

sultana, that with more than eastern extreva^iicc was 
covered with chuuam made of powdereil peark P WliaJ 

that profusion of a loving queen of I^i-nt to 

that of a dot! ng monarch of BBejapore I ^ ^ 

ir t kingdoms of the Deccan ■ 

bMb irere ofliboota of tbo yrm BboioJnoc feoiir Xj 

OWL 1/ existence to Alla the Banguiuary, and bothow<'d 
their mdependenee to tho Turkisli race Eusuf A .Id S i 
hm monarr-h of Beejapore, was Xn onimtu^f 
Turkey ; and KooUl Koothuh Shah, Cmt monarch of 
Gokohda was also a prince of lint adventurou.s mcc 
Henceforth the De^cauee kingdoms wore united" the 
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gncflt sov'ereigntj' of HydrabaJ, iiominiLlly a province of rnm 
the JVTo^l empire, but governed by a race of hereditary 
princes, distinguMud by the title of the Nizam, who paid Jt.r, leeii 
the same {unouiit of real homage to the monarch of Delhi 
that the Pasha ol Egypt does to the Sultan of Constanti¬ 
nople. 

The death of Sumbhaji again united the rising fxiwer 
of the Mahrattas. They luid no great cities to lose, no 
Vulnabie territory to guard; mid whilst Auruugzebe with 
much labour besieged and occupied their detached iiill 
forts, th^ in their turn continued to pillage and destroy, 
and under their clile^ Sakojee, carried tlieir anus into the 
Mogul temtoiy, and levied their wonted ehout tlirough tho 
^ most fertile provincea of flindostati. The gleam of success 
that had briglitened the declining years of Aurungzebe, did 
not continuE very long; lie himself was too old to direct 
in. person a w'ar against foes go active and restless as 
the Mahrattas ; and the indlSerenoe of his genends, who 
regarded the opening splendour of the rising siui, in the 
perwjti of luH sueccaaor, more than Ida oivxi Betting gloiy, 

I enabled the Mahrattna to maintain a succeasfid preiktoiy 
war, aa honoiinible and profitable to them.selves as it was 
iisgmceful and rtiinom to the Mogula. 

^ ^ At length m ^e city of Ahmedniiggur, in the Deccan, in 
the year 1707, in the tifteenth year of his reign and the 
niueteenth of hia age, Auruugzebe was summoueil to the 
regions of deatji, to meet that God in whose name lie had 
committed many atrocities, and whose laws he had fear¬ 
lessly defied, 

Hia lost moments appear to have been cousidembly 
tiugeil witli the bitter spirit tliat luarkb the dying words 
of the great Preacher of laraei. 

“ Vanitas vanitatutn et omnia vanitas" was the de- 
^ S]x>nding wail of his parting life. “ I came a stnmser into 
the world,” he writes mournfullj*, in a letter to liht son 
Azini Shaw, ■* and a stranger I depart. I know uotldni^ 

K tcyself: what I am, and for what I nra destined; th'e t 
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iMEant which passed in power hsis left only sorrow behind 
ji.bJ 707< I* i brought notliing into the world, and except the in- 
iimiities of man, I cany nothing out. Though I have a 
strong reliance on the raerdes and boniUica of God, yet 
rcprding my actions, fear will not quit me. Come then 
what may, I have launched my vessel to the waves.” 
There 18 a toiidi of nature in this letter that is amusing • 
the Begnm appeat-s afibeted; hut God is the orJy indi^ 
of hearts. The foolish thoughts of women produi 
nothing bnt disappomtnienL” Thb querulous complaint of 
^ bis ^rae is so natural in a senile invalid I Another letter 
to Prmce Khmbush, the son of his old age and his 
favounte mfe Ouilijjori, is much to the same purpose. 

It IS rekted thift by the ordera of the great Saladin, a 
winding sheet vv£is turned before liis corpse at his fimerJ, 
and an herald pToelainied in on impressive voice: “ this 
sheet alouci of all his victories, couid Saladin take witli 
nn to the grave." In like manner Aunmgzcbe left strict 
oidem that no gorgeous tomb, like those that covered the 
ashes of Ins ancestors at Scvnndm or Agra, should be 
ed over his grave; as his pergonal habits had been 
Hmph,so did he desire should be the monument that was 
to ^etmato h,8 memoly^ The utter worth of 

world^j wealth to secure the happiness of n fntuie state 
nnd the senseless vomty of seeking to perpetuate in cn- * 
during Structures the shortness of a tiectlng career 
was fully pr^t to his mind; a shroud for h^vestuL 
and a Collin for hia diamber, was all the paraphetiiaik that 
Aurnn^ebe drained to take with him to h^ ami 

to die humble wooden tomb at l{auzah, “the plaU of 

n«eh^m^g mausoleum of a Mussulman faqueer! lew 
would seek to recognise the last resting-place ^he maif 
nificcnt sovereign of Hindostan.® ‘e 1 or the mag- 

The character of Aimingzebe is by no means a rare ' 
one amongst mankinds and Richard m of Fn<Tlii ^ 
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witli kingly piintUelB. A bad tmn, and a ^^uccessful ruler, 
hia good acts were the result; of poliev, liia bad ones of hla 
disposition. Ascetic by deslgti and temperate by inclina¬ 
tion, expediency alouc tempered his cruelty, and necessity 
his zeal; superelition and intolerance were the cliief 
diiiracteristlcs of his mind. He was a bad son, a cruel 
brother, and an unjust father; but he was yet the author 
of many wise and cxcelleut rcgulntious of public policy ; 
and his hberal patronage of learning and science, the 
wisdom of hie laws, the encouragement he gave to com¬ 
merce and agriculture, tlie restraint he imposed on the 
oppression of his nobles, and tho attention he bestowed 
in I'Cgulatiug the courts of justice, must ever be remem¬ 
bered to his IiOQOur, Blessed with nn iron constitution, 
a long life, and untiring energy, his want of toleration 
inorred the euccesa of his reign; and whilst his empire 
increased in estent, his revenue waa materially diminished. 

Pressing imdauntL'd resolution, and a personal in¬ 
trepidity that never Wi-ivered, he yet trusted to iutrigne, 
rather tlifln to the exercise of the more generous tonalities, 
for the success of liis projects. The fox’s skin was that 
most suited to his nature; but when that failed, no prince 
in history ever donned with fiercer determination that of 
the lion. He combined “ the soft tongue that breaketh 
the bone^” with “ the much fair speech of the strange 
w'oniaii,'’ and never lacked the devout visage and pious 
action that could sugar over the most ghastly deetls. 

As a ruler he was as great as Akbar, as a warrior as 
brave as Baber, .os a monarch more magnificent tlian 
either; but those are few, we fancy, who would not have 
preferred the dinner of herbs with either of these noble 
men to the stalled ox with Auningzebe. 

His revenue amounted to nearly forty millions sterling, 
a sum that appears enormous, when we remember that 
in India the products of the earth are, at most, one sixth 
of the price they cost in England.^ 

His state far exceeded that of any of liis prctleceasors^ 
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B^K even that of tlie splendid Atbar himself; and tlie fabulous 
tsplendour of the ParrnL-Bagh, or Paliice of Deliglits, 
"which he built at Ahniednugfjur, to signify the perpetuity 
of Ilia occupation of tlic Deccan; the iinnies of attendants 
that followed his camp ; the eateut of the canvas walla of 
the roy^ tente, encltffiing a space nearly three^uarters of 
a mile in circumference ; the separate* establialiments for 
cooling water ivitli saltpetre, preparing betel and sweet¬ 
meats, and for keeping the ntrest fruit iu condition for 
the royal palate, appear fabnious even to tho.se who liave 
themselves experienced the luxurious arrangements of 
Eftstuin Efe. 

Aiiruiigzebe w^ifi iudefiitigable in ninl received 

dcorn the advice of Jjia onitiihft to be more 
of Mh healths ** Ail men/' he said, a natural iDclin-* 

ation to a long, easy, and careless Hfe, and need no 
COLincillorEi to s^balEo ofT business and trouble j besides, cior 
that lie in our bosoms, do too often, betdde our own 
gemus, mduce \is that way. There added he, - - 

thnns and conjunctions so urgent that a king ought to 
hazard bis life for hJs eubjects,** His strong sense is 
strikingly esliibited in im acbuirable letter, written to * 
Mallah-Salc, liia old tutor, who had come to court in the 
hopes of being tuade an onirah by hjs grateful pupil® 

In miiny respects Anrujjgzcbe display eel a very marker! * 
contrast to the tastes and desires of bis auctjsfcors; contrary 
to the custom of every sovereign of the House of Timour, 
he refiised to have the history of his reign written, saying 
that he preferred tlie cnitiyation of inward piety to the 
ostentatious display of his actioiis : the history was how¬ 
ever written in eecrot, by Khad Klmn, a native of Delhi,® 
and with tlie exi^eption of that of Furishta, is, without 
doubt, the most e^ct and reliable of the histories of 
Hindostan. 
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^ KOTES TO CIUPTER XXM. 

' T6« ^ huni Itj; heod «r nn<l endowed will, 

wisdftffl- Tba SittM DT Caliatt^n, llw wnirior carte, bum hia btmrt as eni- 
c^umpe, TTm Bice from liiaTjeUy,« emLlematleal of iSTieuJture 
““i! hi* fiwl, to ntj^HV mmiiAl MiLJectioim^ 

■ All Mumulnmne may take tjjo nama of M.KnmT.L...< 

* Ttkia was Tlmaui'a otilcnable luaion foe InTading Chinn. 

‘ At Bc^»|wre the Empewr gained pa»esdon of the Wat gun in tho 

Imru^ worid,calledMallek-i-hliiKlau, "tliemiMi*iclinftlinpI(uii;*’th»aimio- 
^ piotB nf onimmee was emu «t Aiimednugguc, and wa, tiikeu fnmi 
Amiim Shuh bf .^rihoiumod, king of Ikejnpnro: the mnalo wiu 4 A. S in in 
diameter, cUHire L» tL, length 15 ft., and the weight 40 W. It tna emt by 
nn officer enjo^ ^ upim^piiate name of ftoouii Khim: m it wwii thia 
m^ption: ** the Priuce ^lahomiued Ohncl, in aplpudour like tbe aun, under 
whew ^brallc tlio wocM wagbt * ahelter (mid diilu't find itj, hy the fowo 
of hifl ttU destrejing aaljrei in iIik twinkling of an eye toot fho monaiuh of 

Au™ng.el» eiibatitub-J 

thw . Jsliah Aliuugdflr tliM, Emperor of Kings, urho reatoivd justice ami 
^ 4 uored the ft^gn* of Hwcmi. reduced Bmjaporo; good fortiinn on him 
d^y flmlled, and ylctoiy oxctuiued, 'he hath subdued the monaRb of iho 
phin** 

* Prohahlj chuiuiiu made froni the ahell of the pcnrl-ovater 

« ArsUm osalled tothobonvens, 

KD^r to Maru andyon w^ «e it buruHi in thedusl V>^Gibho,,, toL t. m (m. 

Kagi 1 » the chief BTtielo <rf food of the poDiur claasiu b Southern Indie • 
eoSicient a nmal can he bought for the tixth of an onua, or one faShin J 
alerbnfc^ The l^ana ta also a plentiful food in Indie , ^fortj^our time* 
^ m, probfle ^ the pot^: one humlmd nnd thii^-W* tW m wheat 
Ona acre laflU ^opipn^rt fifty peTKIL& 

■ “ Wh^ all that you wmdd have of me^ doelorP Can you weBOuablv 
dcmiu I should ^6 you one of the eWef omieha of my court ? [,ct me tctl 
you, ifyoo had mstrucced me aa you al.ould huTO done, nothing would be 
moiu juat; for I am of pciuiMamii that a child well educated and ioslKictocI 
ta *8 much et least indebted to hia rnaater aa to hie btherj but where 
those good doimraente yn bevu given me. In the fimt place, vuu have 
taught mo that all IrangMiaa, or Eiuepe, was nothing, but I know not 
wbat bttle of which the greatest king was he of Portugal, and next 
u iia ho of IloU^d, ami after him ho of Ibgland; and aa to tho other 

3^, aa tkow of Pnui« and Aadalvuiia, yu have lepresanted them to mu 
a* our ptly lujahs, telljng me the kmg> of Hindeetiui were Cm above ihvm 
iJtoguther, and^t they ware the only true llumait^oa, Aiham, JahanriRa 
Lhoh Jdiana, the fortunate Mc.the great ones, the conquaTore and hiiS^f 
the i^b; and that Peraa, Cabec, Kashgar, Tartwy, and Cathay, and ^bn. 
Whlc at the name of tie king of Iliiuimtan-ainireblo gci-rranhT 
You ehouM rather have taught me to diatmguiah all thoao diffet^i atato, 
of the worU, and well to underslajul their atnsngth, thair wav of fighting 
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tliMix nsliglonp gn^eramflnt, mul Intenf^ta; cind hj the- penisnl of 

solid bidtcRT^^ to oLw’rns their riM| picgr^, dec^jp and ’wiii^nce, Loiv^, and bj 
what ifidiimita finii errors tbcHu cbiuj^^fca and revolutioiia of empifiBg 

and. Mnpiliinia have LappbUEjd^ I hava scarca leanit of jou the namaa o-f 
my iTTfOHJairo^ tlm famoiia founder of iMs ompire; so fat whth yoa f™m ^ 
hnviog taii[|Lt mo tho hiiton' of ibiiir life, and what, et^uree thej took to 
KCOTD HEiidi graal conquBtta, Yon had a mimi to tench me llio Ambu&u 
tongue ta read ami write j I mn much uhlii^ad to you^ forsoothp fur having 
muiie mo Iceo do muoh timn upon a language that takaa Itm or twelve yeora 
to attain to |MirfE*i:nioi].—if the bob of a king sbould Jhinlc it an honour te La 
a pnuntmiRnoip or some doctor of Lh.o laws; aod te liiam otber Lmgttngua tUiig 
tliosa of bia neigbboorflp whoa he caamot well be witliout them—hg to whom 
tiina ifl gq precioLLB,, for j» many wtighty thiDga wldali hu ought hv tlmas to 
laajji ; §s if ibisru woifl tmj Spirit that did not with gome nduoiwe^ and 
even with a kind ofdebosomesitj employ itself in ao eod ami drv an eieMise, 
w wsaHjjomo and te^ous ss b that of laafning words I Kmw you not that 
cliildhood well govutiieilj being a atate whLcb is ■ordinarily aEconipanied 
a hjippy ia capable of liioioiaiHU of good precepts aud 

inf^trueticmfij. tliat renuiiii do&plj impressed the whole rHmft.iiidejf of a maiLpT^ 
life^ and keep tbc jotnil always raited: for great aetioiia; ths kw^ 
aud wieneea^, may they not aa well be loaraed in our mother tenyrm as ui 
Ambtc? Yuu told my lalher, Shah debanp that yon would teach me 
pMJoiopliT; It U true I rnnember very welt tliat you IrnTp cQteTtainod mu 
for yenn with airy iiu^tiojii uf tadnjg^ that aWord no eatUlkdtimi to the 
mmd, and am of no use to human society; empty uotioiu aud mere fancies 
that Latu only this ill them, that they sjv Torii" hiffd to uniigratiifid, and very 
cfljy to foTget f outy capable to tire rmd spoil a good im-ilerstsndiiig, and to 
brm^ an opLiion that k bkHuppc^rtahle. I eilU remember that after yon 
had thus amused 1 kunw not bow long nith your fLnn philosopbVp all 1 
rutaJiMHl of it was a multitude of barbaroui^ dark wor-ilii^ Proper to bewilder, 
perpleip and tire nut tho brat witSp ud only iaveinLwl the hotter te nover tbe 
Tomtv and ignomnea of men liku yourBolf, that wnnJd ninliq us behave they 
know aH and that under thoso obMure and mnbiguoufl wenia aw bid great 
myrtoiiu, which tbuy alone m capable to mideraUnd. ^ 

you bad s&iAoiiFd me witb chat philmmrphVp which forms the mLcui to 
mtlocinadoBp luid Inscndbly s^cuetoms it to be aatiidied with nuthing but 
solid PcakiDj ; if you bad given me thcvio cicidlent pnnciplia and doctrmesH 
which mlM the ao!il above the amanita of fcirtuDe, ami mduce her te im 
mmbahMblo ami always equal temporp aud permit bur not to be Mod up hj 
pruspvriti, nor detwised by mlTerslty ; if you had taken cam te give me Iho 
kTifiwlfri%o of wbnt we sro, and what are iha drat priii£i|dcfl of things] and 
bird iuid.itcd me in iurm^ in mj nund n fit idaa of the greatnt® of tbo 
uiUTunR, And of the Adinimble order and nmtitii] af the purta tberoof; if, I 
toy,yon had imftiUed into mo tluK Idnd of pbilusophy, I AimiUd H.rn^ mjaclf 
inmmp^ly TOcw oMiged to you thsa Aluinoder trw to Ms AristoUs, 

• * j It roy duty to rpcompno* yon m ho did. Slmold you not. 

of yoor flittoty, Mitb tougli t me of tMit pomt «intportmt to a HusZ - 
^ whiit tm, the reciprocil duties of a wTetuigu ? und ouirht not ynq to 
ATO emstde^ thet aae diy I ahall U obii)i«d wlit tbe Hwonl to d^nuto 
luy life imd tlm crown witb my i«otLora P I, not 11ia( the dorttoj of ajioS 
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ttXi the pnntxA of TGiidootiiii Hryo J^^u. mm takm KOf en^ to nmke mo jittap 
ioRm wLfct It id to A tdYTn cr kd jum j in rttaj ? For thoM XXVL 

thkigv I ™ ohllged to othei^ not Bt oin to yoiL Qo Rtid to tho " ' 

yillHgo Yrhonce jou omo, uul Let nobodj know who ftm. hto find wluit Iuub 
^ become of 

* ITo R most wlnininDOB ooire^paadcnci^ RflerwAtde collected hj bia 
eocTctary. 
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■mii BissEJfaroNs op the sons of AUnuiroaEin.—tJARiim airAii *—the 

OidLl.'OI OETAIX A tOOTINO IS BKNOAL—TlfE rATTD EECJ.lSfE OF THE 

MOSUL empire.—THE ejebce carees of kaoir siiau_kassacee of 

THE iMiAD]TA;rr5 or oelhi. — the AiiSAssnfATioN op sadih hh^k 
IK A.D. 1717. 


B^K In tlic yenr 1686 tlie EngHeli in Bengnl mad^ an atU^mpt 

of a settltment which had been 
■ dem^ to their diplomary; the ill enecesa attending this, 
and in fact all the early attempts of Englimd in India 
fores],adowed bat very slightly her subsequent uneqimhed 

Hiijceesa. ^ 


Ihighsh were entirely driven out of UentmJ, and 
obliged to seek refuge ip Madras; but the evil did not 
atop there; the violence and arrogance of Sir John Child 
had irritated Aurungzebo, and by his orders the factory' 
at Surat and the of Bombay were attacked by the 
fleet of his Abyssinian Siddeea. The factories at Maanli- 
iwtam and Vi^iagapatam were seized and destioyc'd ■ mid 
it was only by the most abject aubmisaion that the English 
saved themselves from utter expulsion. 

In the tneantiino the Erench I,ml formed a stronii 
settlement at Poiidichety, end these versatile adventuiei 
were spr^ding througli the various courts of India 
Prom the period of the death of Aurungzebe, the 
honoumble senators and councillors, that for upwards of 
160 yearn Imd more or less swayed the destinies of Eiu 
dostan, were unknown in tiie councils of thoMoLTuls ■ and 
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the reign of boys and women soon brought to utter ruin chap. 
the magnificent Empire of Akbar. ?ixyiL 

Notwithstanding their long residence, the Sfoguia were 
* never thoroughly natimihaecl in India j they were at HI 
exotics, and want of onergj'’, arising from n residence in 
an enervating climate unsmted. to their nature, was 
plainly^ perceptible: all tltoaa who now lose to great 
power in India, whether in the gen’ice of the Emperor, or 
in that of his enemies, were recently imported foreigneii*, 
or the aboriginal inhabitants of India itself. The greatest 
olIicerB of state, as well as the most siicoessfui generala, 
were now either Persians, or the Tooranee Mogulsi^ Tartars 
just come over ivith fresh blood nnd undiminished vigour, 

XT fr^in the countries north of the Indus, 

Mcer Jumla, the greatest of AunmgTiebc’a genemli?, 
ami the most dangerous of his subjects, was a Persmu; 
whilst Ilia m(»t successful enemies, who now defeated on 
equal terms the formerly Iiresistible Moguls, were the 
Hindoo princes of the Deccan or IlajptxHana. Except in 
name the Moguls were no longer the dominant race in 
nindostan. Auruugzebe wished to divide his empire 
between his two sons, Xambush and Azim ; and for that 
purpose wrote a yery interesting state paper, remindin^r 
^ them of the existence of the two capitals Delhi and Agn^ 

' and of the possibility of making each the centre of a verv 
considerable and flourishing envpire. He advised thci^i 
to unite the southern and wtstera provinceg of theDecain, 

Malwah and Guterat, in one kmgdom, having 113 seat <if 
empire at Agra ^ whilst Dellii should Iw the capital of the 
northern provinces, including Caubtil, Cashmere, aiul 
other recently aequiretl countries ; but in all these plans 
for the amicable partition of his dominions, tliu in.wtiablc 
nature of the lust of empire did not enter su/GcietiLlT iato 
his calculations. “ Ten dervishes," says the Tartar pn^verb, 

“ may ait on one carpet; but the same climate will not 
hold two kings and no sooner had he “ v-iuiished in the 
regions of death," than his three sons ad^^nced from their 
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Beparnte governments at tlic head of their several powers, 
to lay olttim to tlie splendid patrimony of their race. They 
fought for the crown with the same bitter spirit tlrnt had 
been exhibited by their father in his contests with iiis ' 
brethren ; = ^ain did the Erirmys of the sod of liindostan 
daub her lipa with her own children's blood ; ami again 
were the acenea of civil discord, that marked the fierce 
wap of Dam, Sujah, and Anmngzebe, enacted between 
Aziui, Kauibush and Shah Allnm; but after iDauy 
severe actions, Shah AUum, the eldest son, was finally 
victorious; and his brothers having been despatched “ to 
the ahadca," Ijy aome means or another, he mounted his 
fatliera throne under the title of Bahadar Shah, 

Bahadur Shah was a prince of some ability, and of a y 
fitr more generous nature than his father Aumngzebc; 
but die unsettled state of hia empire, and his numerous 
and increasing enemies, did not :iflbrd him nmdi oppor- 
hmity for beneficial legislation. His desire hi snbihie the 
rebel Bnjpools, and to establish on a firmer foundation Ids 
fiither’a costly conquests in the Ifcocan, was defeated by 
the reiiewetl fUtack of his ancient enemies the Sikhs ; who, 
notivithstandifig the severe handling they bad received 
from the generals of Aurungzebe, the expatriation of 
one of iJreir leaders, and the cruel death of tlie other, had 
Jiipidly gathered head, and under their patriarch Banda,' 
ii4afl operilj taken the field, with disciplined trocip^i, and 
after ravaging the provlncea of Lahore, had advanced 
almost as far as Delhi itself. 

Those who could bear the exposure aud hanlships of a 
life so trying os that of an Eastern faqueer, would 
naturally make the most haidy and enduring soldiers in 
time of war. In the East theso lusty devotees arc ever 
immerona, contenting themselves witii beggiti^ and 
Nihciting alnri, when awed by a strong govem°meut- 
but always ready to band together and take up arms ‘ 
the moment the hand of power and justice ia weakened 
*> impotent rulers or intestine commotions. The Sikha 
were of this or^lcr; and the maults and atrocities they ^ 
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commjtted through tlic North-Wept, during Oie time of 
' Aurungzobt: and Ilia successors, were oiily equfillcil by 
those perpetrutccl by the Gosaeena aud Byragees, the 

* Mahratta fanatics of the South. 

Under tlie cruel religious persecution of Auruugzebe 
tlie Rihlis had become purely Hindoo, iiud bad practised 
most atrocious cruel tics on all tme followers of the 
I’rophet; the subversive nati.u’e of their doctrines, aud 
their chingerous prosimily to the capital, admitte<l of no 
deliiy: and no sooner had Bahadar Bliah set tlie crowu 
of the Moguls firmly on hi.s head, tlian ho proceeded 
luistily to the North, to effect their suppression. But the 
pijvvcrof the Emperor, although sufilcieut to arrest, could 
not extirpate this warlike sect; when utterly beaten and 
their chief taken, they retreated to the mouutaina, where 
they remaiuecl, adding continually to their numbers, anti 
oilering a ralijing-point to all the discontented spirits of 
the Nortli-West. In about eighty years their lentler, 
■ Mahu-Smgb, ■was able to take the fiehl at tlie head of 
sixty thousand horse; and a few years later it was found 
adrisable, if not necessary, for the British Government to 
form an alliance, oflciiaive and defensive, with his son 
Bunjeet Singh, the “Lion of Lahore," w'hofic troops under 
his successor, gave English siipremncy so aevere a blow 

* on tlic liard-foiight fields of Punjaub. 

We hn’i'c seen that the iudiscTction and wont of diplo¬ 
macy of the English merchants in Bengal infiamed the 
enmity of Aurungzcbc, who banished them entirely from 
that district, and threatened them with total expulsion 
from India: but during a short reign of five years, the 
liberality of Buhadar Shah, or os is more probable, the 
cupidity of his second son Azeem Oosliaiin, viceroy of 
Ben cal, enabled the EngiLsh to re-establish ihcmselves on a 
peniiaucut footing, by the purchai-e of the zemlndaries 
' of Calcutta and the surrounding districts. 

In 1713, two agents of the company sbirtcil from GaL 
cutta tor Delhi, to try and negetiute a treaty to enable 
thcui to e.\tcnd their territory aud power in Bengal: tliey 


cnAP. 
XXVIL 

A.T». 

1707-12. 


416 


Tnj3 rttLVCTES OF IKniA. 


book: 

ir. 

Aji. 

;70T-12, 


i^ere, Iiowevcr, utter]j" unsuccesfiiT, atid were al)r>ut to 
^turu in despair, when the fortunate indisposition of the 
Emperor’ ennbled an EnglifiL medirnl geutleiriaii of tlio 
name of Unniilton to make known the power of European ' 
^ience, by curing in a sJiort time an attack that had 
hafHed the attempts of all the hakeema and astrologera 
of Agra. 

Gratitude for hia cure; an openly expressed admiration 
and a s^ret dread of the power of these white-faced 
inhdols, impelled tlie Emperor to grant them permission 
to pmchaae thirty-seven lii^e zemindaries around Cal¬ 
cutta ^ by tliiij means they obtained a Taluable district, 
extending foiutcen miles on each aide of the Hoocfhly, and 
thuB the pill-box, that in the reign of Shah .Tehan“had first . 
estabhahed the English company in Eengal, was the 
means of re-establishing ita fallen ibrtimas. Certainlv the 
heraldic devuce of ‘^tJiree pills pitssant," that denote tJie 
^iamaco|xEian ancestry of tlie princely house of the 
iM edia at Florence, might have beeti feirlj adopted by tlic 
enlightened community of LeadeiihaU Street. 

In Je niearitlme, whilst the shadow of Eju^land 
s^dthily spreading over the land of India, was heraldiim 
ihecoming event of her supremacy, the ATogul dviiasty 
wn5 Btru^liug m hopeless inefficiency, and the Empiii 
sinking mto a state of anarchy mid confusion, worse * 
even tlmn that existing under the later inonarchs of the 
Aflghan dynasty. 

Some idea may be formed of the confusion worse con- 
fimnded that afflicted that unhappy country Irum the 
tact that, during the eleven yeiirs, 17(f7 to 1718 suc¬ 
ceeding the death of Aimingzel>e, five sove^gns nctuaily 
.at on the Musnud of the Moguls; t;vo of who^, togellmV 
With SLT unsuccessful cnnipr^titom for die cttiwn, ihed in 
Uie held, or were otherwise slain. 

This periotl is unmarked by any event but the rniik ' 
^viwth of anarchy and tyranny, and the unmistakeablc 
of rapid decay and impending diisyolution. 
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In all dirpctiona the discontlant portions of the Empire 
• were arming against the supreme uiithorilj-; and the 
several mentbens of the body polltie, whoae union alone 
would ea^ure the dnrotion of the Empire, were in amia 
against each other ; evei^ where the ZemindarB aimed at 
independence, and the country was overrun with bimditti; 
the Siths in the north-west, already quite mUied from 
their defeat by Aunjngzebo and Baliadar Shah, attiicked 
successively the getierals of Eerok&ere; and the MaliTattaa 
under Sahojee, tlie son of tlie wretched Snmbhujee, built 
forla and bm-nt villages at will, thirmghout tlie viceroyjdty 
of tlie Deccan, and levied choiit and inipoaed taxes on 
iiihtnd trade, in the very centre of Hindo&tun iLsclK 
^ Such was the utter degradation of the sovereign, and 
' his not unreaaoiiable dread of the overgrown power and 
ambition of the viceroys and lientenanta of his Empire, 
that he was obliged to cement the illwill existing 
between the various recea in his dominions, and to fortn 
alliances with some of his subjects to defeat the am¬ 
bitious designs of others; and to auch an extent was 
lie forced to adopt tliis suicidal policy, that in order to 
humble the diuigerons power of his southern viceroys, lie 
aecretly ui^ tJie lawless Mahratbus to levy their h/aefc 
mull in ticfiimce of tlie armies commanded by his mVn 
* officers, who imagined they posscEsed the Emperor’s 
onler? for putting on end to these exactions. 

This intestine war could orily terminate in the utter 
' annihilation of the imperial power, and the rapid rise of 
all wlio could profit by the ruin of the Empire : acconl- 
iuglj we find that io proportion to the decline of the 
Moguls was the rise of the Mahrattaa to power, dll at 
length, not content witli keying fhe chout,or fourth part 
tjf the revenues, of the six provinces of the Deccan, they 
had the amazing impudence to insist upon recemng an 
additional tenth part as an immunity for the expense of 
ratahig the origin^ or other fourth part. In addition to 
this ibnble exaction, live wretclted subjecta of the Mogul 
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had to paj their regular laml-u«x to the Goverumont; juid 
the tiiisGiy fttid daRolation that aoon pervaded districts 
ex^HJscd to this treble imposition, wiisi one of the causes 
of the riipid growth of tlxe native Siiidoo powers. 

“■ FTe whose house is burnt,” says the Scotch proverb, 
“ must become a soldioi';" mid tiiroughout the Mogul 
Einpine, the oppressed inhnbitnuts, deprived of all the 
hard-eamed fruits of tlieir labour, found no other it^ffoiirce 
left, them but to turn their ploughshares into aivords, and 
in mamijiiiiig expeditions nguinst tlieir neighbom-s, to 
recover ft-om the weak the losses they had sustained fr<jm 
the strong. 

Buring the reign of Pernksere, tlie great gmudaon of 
Aiirimgzebe, tltc patronage nud power of the Empire had 
bemi usurped by two Syeil Omralie, Ifaasfmand Abdulla ; 
and again we find the Uumldeseendaiits of the Prophet 
in posseitaion of the tlirone of Hindustan. For many 
years the Syeda exercised supreme power, and dethroned 
the Emperors one after nnother with indefatigable 
celerity. In the meanwhik Cutlerlicfc Khan, a powerful 
chief of the Tooranee Moguls, established himself firmly 
in the Deccan, where some years afterwai'ds he defeated 
the combined power of the Syeds and their puppet 
Emperor, nud established for himself the kingdom that his 
8iiceessor.s under the title of fr’iKam-id-Mulk, -Composer 
of the State," have held ever ainoe. 

On the deatli of Ikssaii and Abdalla, who were defeated 
and Jiin by the Nizam in a fierce action in the Deccan, 
the Emperor Mahommed, freed from their influence, 
solicited and obtained the friendship and submkfion nf 
this powerful and dungeroua subject; and having invested 
him with the Viziership, he induced him to quit bi'< aove- 
roigaty of the Deccan for the capital of Hindustan, whither 
he proco«le<l with a following of 2(1,000 men to take 
the .supreme direction of alTairs. Even at this, the eleventh 
hour, the wise counsels ami strong will of tlie Mzam 
might have revived and saved tlie Mogul Empire ; frit the 
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^ eeai of (WtruoLion wag set on tlmt kinf^dom, iijiJ tke 
maudlin soveieigns wIjo succeedoil each otJitr on Lite 
^ throne were only tlie instniiiietits of its more conjj>lete 
and rapid fall, 

Tlie msdom of the HiKain was insnlted, his experience 
Implored, and Ids jjower not a liiUe dreaded ; and hndinirr 
himself iiidanger of losing liia kingdom by his absence 
uQiii tbe l3ecc(itij and hia life Uy a residence at Coiirtt 
very ehortly retired to his doniinions, where he found 
that tlje treachery of Malionimetl had armed his own aon 
against him, and had proiniEed bis kingdom to another as, 
a re^rd for taking his life, Natnndly irritated at snch 
conduGh he openly made war against his sovereigti, and 
t^sfri^ing Guiionit and iTalwiih, ravaged the provinces of 
the Empire without mercy ; and in 1733, having semired 
tljc alliance of the leading Jhdimtta cliicfe, be invaded 
Hindostan, and hia lawless allies plundered up to the very 
gates of Agra and Delhi : the hniniliation of the mighty 
race of Tiinour was now complete, when its representative 
wiis forced n> pay ransom to his own siihjeets m the very 
palaces of his hauglity ancestors, Akbar and Anrungzebe. 

In the meantime an event was impending that was 
d^tmed toi^mplete the overthrow of the remnant of the 
.Mogul Empire, and the keystone that was to com^dete 
Uie arch of ignominy that now overshawdowed tlie 
Mogul race w;is being fiisbioned in the neighbouring land 
of Petsim It was impossible that the corruption and 
decay risible in every province of Hindostan should escape 
the notice of that warlike nation of Asia, The sight of 
Rajpoots, Mhhraltas, Sikhs and Jaats all contendinfr 
ainonn^t each other, or united against their nominal 
sovereign, would alone have created a conqueror, had 
there not been one ready at hand, ns lierce as Timonr 
^and as daring as Rnlier, who was only waiting an oppor¬ 
tunity to dash in and appropriate with a strong hand 
the prize for which the others were contending with so 
much nriimo!?it 3 \ 
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Natlir Koiili, ‘‘tlie slave of the w-ODderfiil, ” called 
Nadir Shall, the last Asiatic ooiiquCTor ^v'llO overran 
nindostan, ig without t^ucstion one of the mnat remavW- 
able characters of Eastern liisttny; with Tiruour and' 
Geiigliis Khan we must number him amongst the 'most 
famous of the princes of the sword, and it is in tlie 
annals of lilood tlial we must search for deeds such as 
those that have handed down his name to posterity. 

Nadir Shah was of low origin and family, the son of a 
man who '‘hid wiped his nose with his QihoW|,"®and in 
liis youth earnetl a livelihood by making coats and caps 
of sheepskin; but. he possessed the dauntless spirit that 
breaks tlirough aU the tmmmela of caste \^nth gcareely an 
effiii-t. Unlike the great Malimtta Sivaji, who underwent; 
acverc penances and spent vast treaflUTes to erase a daw 
in his descent, Nadir treated the whole subject of birth 
mid lineage with utter contempt. Like all the -mmt 
conquerors of the East, hia empire was acquired by the 
^vord, and it was with that unanswerable m-m/inerit ' 
that he replied to aU who were inquisitive rc^in^ 
his hneage and hia right “ ITija/- said Mock, "one o“ 
the most daring of the cidiphs, when questionetl about 
his fiiimly, “This,” drawing hia sword, "is my perligrec, 
and these,’’ casting u hnndhil of gold amongst hia 
soldiers “nre my children and my kindred.” In a like 
spint Nadir disinis-sed the ambaa^ador of the almost 
nominal .sovereign of Hindostoc, who rt-qnired that his 
Boti should prove a male pedigree extending through * 
seven generations before he would idlow him to miirTT 
a daugliter of the race of Tiraoiir : “ Go,” said lie "tell 
your urnster my son is tho son of Nadir Shah, the son of 
the stvoTd, the grandson of the sword, and so on till he 
has a descent of seventy generations instead of seven." 

l-rom an early period of hia career. Nadir Shah wng a 
^ree ooter on a grand scale, sparing hb own countrymen, 
f •^nng and increasing exenrsions into the 

ntior lands of his neighbours j by degrees his haud^ 
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attaitied conaderalile power ant! influence in n country ao 

* aliuken witli anairliy tmd revolt as Persia; and as die 
Mabmttas under Sivaji rose to empire on the decay and 

^ cormption of the Mogul Euipire, so did Nadir ilouriah on 
the weakness of die declining dynasty of Sophi,® 

bhordy after the tlireateiied inyosion of Hiiidostan by 
Shall Abbas, the AJTghaiis, completely foiled by the great 
power of Aurung/ebe, and defeated in all their attempts 
on Iliudostan, turned their arms against their former 
allies, and in a few years seized and monopolised the 

* \rhole govemmeut of Persia; Nadir Shah, aJdiough a 
subject, was not one to submit tamely to a foreign yoke, 
esj^ially that of a race so fmree and relentless as the 

V Aflghans: he vowed their destmetion, ioid by a series of 
daring esploibs and an almost unequalled display of 
energy and physical endurance, he entirely expelled them 
in the short space of two years. 

It frequently happens that the subject who undertakes 
and brings to a successful termmatiou the w-ork that 
should have been perfonned by the sovereign Jiimaelt; 
Ix-comes a daugerous rival iu the respect and admiration 
of the [icople; this was exemplified iu the caae of Nadir, 
his glory and success were extolled to the lieaveng, whilst 
^the iucfficieucy and cowardice of the sovereign exposed 
liiiu to cotuempt. Nadir was tlie BoUagbrok^ol' rha last 
efleniiuate reprcseiitative of the house of Sophi, The 
“ slave of the wonderful ” wtis not blind to his position, 

I or slow to avail himself of it; he dethroued the sovereimi - 
but aatl^Qed with the sulx^Eaucc, he scorned tiie emblems 
of royalty, aud firmly refused to accept the crown. 

It was not till aomu y«irs later that — assembling the 
chiefs and nobles of the Empire to tlio number of one 
hundred tliousimd on tho plains of Mogan, on the eastern 
^ shore of the Caspian Scyi, the favourite camping ground 
, of oriental princee, which had seen tlie victorious Tents of 

ITeracliu? tmd the fierce legions of Tamerlane _ Nadir 

^ uicepted the proffered dLstinotion. The circumsttmcea 

V l: E a 


CTTAP. 
XXV11: 

A,n, 

i7U-iJ 





THE PJllNCES OF INDIA. 


BOOK attending Tiig acceptance of tlic croivii illustrate tlio 
^ —- extraordiuarj'' power he already |>oas(*sBet] over hie ■* 
ITU^U, show how completely a matter of iii- 

' diflerence must have been any outwanl diatiiictioii to 
one so powerful. He coii±!<intied. to mount the ihrotiu 
solely oil condition that the Shia enied of aiftliouimedans. 
comprising by far the grtaiter number of the Persumrace, 
sho^d be aboJifehcHl, and the Smiee establiahetl in its stead. 

^adir himself, hke his prototype Genghis Khun, had iio 
religion whatever, and scoffed'at and derided all Avilli 
equal bitterness; tliis subversion ol the established worsliip 
of an entire nation was no dibit of conscience, but 
merely the result of a wliim, or an act of pohtieal 
expediency. That lie should have effected this startling > 
revolution between sects so bitterly opposed as tliese two 
gTKit divisions of tlie Maliomniediin religion without 
striking a blow, and merely by urging it as a condition 
of Ins accepting a crowm, iUustrates a degree of national 

de^dation and the power of a strong will uneqnalled ' 
m history. 

Kot sutfefied with driving the Ailghans out of Pema, 
Aadir bhah followed them with fire and sword into their 
own prosperous kingdom. He marched through Ginda- 
har to Glnzni and Caubul, where plucking the muzzle of 
embed licence from Iris troops, he houmled them on to " ^ 
slaiighter and for seven months the wild dog of Persia 
Old flesh his tooth in every innocent of Affghanistau. 

The barbarous atrocity with whidr Ins men burnt and , 
destroyed every^thing that came into their power, wns ilie 

forermaer of the career of cruelty tliat was to maik Iris ' 
mva.sioti of Ilindostan. 

Greedy for the blood of his enemies, and unAvillui<^ tliat 
anj^ should escape, he sent a command to the Emperor 
Mahommed at Delhi to kill every' Affghan who fled to 
him for protection. The rofltsal to comply with Iiis " 
comniaiid, and the aeddental destniction of his envov 
and suite by tlio mhubiUmta of Jellahahad. gavQ Nadir . 
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} pretext he so much desired for invading IliuJostjiiip chap. 

In 1 i be crossed the Indin^ with an army of two . _ 

Luiidred and seventy tbousjaud Persians, Georgiaiia, and _ 

^ Kizzilbaslies; aatl aj^u. did treuctiiug war chaiiud the 
fiiir fieldii ol Hiiidostan, and bruise her flowen 5 t 3 with 
the niiued hoofs of hostile forcca.” 

The Eui^A-'ror MaliouiuiL-d made a feeble attempt to 
defend his empire, but Im troops being doieuted with 
great ease, he sought safety in d^Ijt, and Nadir advanced 
unopposed to the walls of Delhi. 

idiout any design of annesing Hindostan, and at¬ 
tracted more by the ease with which the conquest could 
be efiected, and the probable amouiil: of botjty to be ob- 
X tained than by any idea of subjugatioii, Nadir was 
ATiilling to retire on the jiayment of two millions sterling ; 
but the treacherj' of the old Nizam of the Dcccau, and 
the intrigues of the numerous tiud powerful body of 
Persian uobles inhabiting Delhi oliered him the prospect 
of such a golden harvest, that after a short deky he 
entered the city, the gates of w'hich were opened to 
receive him. 

Por two days the army of Nadir Shah remainefl at 
Deilii, maiutaiuiiig the most perfect order and restraint; 

^ and the protFored ransom of two millions having been 
inc readied to the mote temptiug sum of thiity, he was 
again oii tlie point of retracing his career of pilliige and 
destruction to tlie Indus, when an event occurred to pto- 
vent his return which will loug be rontetiibered as 
furnisliing the material of oue of the most bloody of the 
bhxxl^tained pi^oci of Indian history. 

On the. thin! day of the occupation of the Peraiiina, 
rumour, that hundred-mouthed monster, whispercil it 
through the streets of Delhi tliat Nadir Shah hud been 
assassinated in hk harem by a Cal muck woman at the Irf- 
stigation of Muhommed j when the natives, rking en rnfis^e, 
slew every Persian who happeneflatthat time to be within 
the walls. 
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' Nudir WAS Gncfimped outtsidG tlie city, and it was mid¬ 
night wliC ‘11 the UGWH remdied Ins camp; prtxseediDg 
insttintly to the mosque of Ku3chid-ad-Dowlah, he re¬ 
mained there surroiitided by troops till the morning, when 
mounting the mof, lie drew Lis sword and gave orders to 
coinuiencc a general ala lighter and pillage, and to smite 
hip and thigh the itiliabitajits of every street in which was 
t^jimd a dead Persian* ** AUez, ines enfiins," said the 
Marechal de Luxembourg to liis troops at n siege in Ilol- 
Ltiul in 1G71, “pillez, volez, tuez, violcz, ets’ily a guehpie 
chose de plus abominable, rie manquez pas de la hiiie, aliii 
que je voye qne je ne me suis pas trompd, en voiis ehoia’ 
si$sant oomme les plus bi-aves des Iiuimnes; ” and in otlier 
'H ords, but witli as cruel a iieiirt, did Nadir hound on his 
troops to the slaughter. Prom sunnse to mid-day the streets 
ran wth blood, ami the emelties of the llogiils of Tiniour 
were eniicti^ mth equal ferocity by the veugefiil Per¬ 
sians. During these many houm of siaiigliter Nadir Shall 
was seated on the mostpie; none dare approach him, for 
ills countenance was very terrible to belicild, and tlie out- 
waixl ealin.of his manner concealed a heart as rntbleas and 
cruel as any ever set in mortal clay. 

At length, when tlte streets were red * with blood, and 
the arms of the si niter were wearied, llahommed and his 
otnrahs appeared before him ; he usked wliat they wanted. 

fcpare the city, said they; he answered not a word; but 
when he looked on ITahommed bathed m team, he re¬ 
pented and gave oixlera to spare all that remained. 

riie jsjvver that could arrest in full career the hcodloiig 
course of rapine and murder of an iirmy herce and nierei- 
less as that of the Persians, wns acarcely less remarkable 
tlian the Iron will thnt coulil without opposition divert t he 
national religion of u whole peojile from its established 
wur.se ; but the will of Nadir Shah was of that fierce, 
impetuous nature that admits no argument and knows no 
delay, trequcntly, during Iiis many wins, he was known to 
halt his army and send an officer to give some general of 
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diviiiioti wLose coQduct liad displeased him four dozen on 
•^the spot. 

Although the general massacre of the citizena of Dellii _ 
ceasetl at the beck of Nadir, his ottii private revenge was 
Hot so (jnickly satished. For days he sat in Judgment in 
ttie city, and hundreds of the chief iidinbltants were 
brought before him to account for their participatiou in 
the outbreak; numbers were barbarously executed, end 
others more cruelly mutilated, lie levicjtJ an enonuoua 
hue on all the ofHcers, baulters, i&cv in the city ^ and imiiiy 
^ put diematilves to death to avoid the punishment in- 
sepurable from their inability to pay. He beat ivith aticks 
the Yaqueel of Bengal for uot expediting the collection of 
'C the fine imposed in the ci^, and when the vizier pleaded 
bia inability to pay the enorraoua sum of two and a half 
millions sterling, he had all his effects sold, and seizing 
three of Iiis daughters and seven of liis moat beautiful 
women, forced them into his own harem. 

^ Fearful as were the atrocities committed by Nadir and 
his troopg, they were disn^rded by tho^e who managed 
to escape tliem; and to this day the lingering tortures of 
their own countrymen, the licentious excesses of the 
Persian aoldiety, and the fierce presence of Nadir himself, 
^.jform the chief staple of amusing anccdoto amongst the 
low-caste frenueutcis of the bazaars at Delhi, and compose 
the greater part of the comic songs of the wandtiring 
minstrels of Hindostao. 

It is probable that no city in the world has witnessed 
such appudiug scenes of bloodshed as Delhi; for hundreds of 
years it has been the sanguinary centre around wLieh have 
fought and died the invaders iind defenders of the coveted 
land of ludk. It was the fumlHar account of BCenes such 
as those enacted by the soldiers of Nadir ondTiraour, and 
^ the tradition of others almost as atrocious, that prepared 
die miuds of the inhabitnats of Delhi for the conception 
of those hellish orgies by which they have lately an- 
t^Wouuced dicir contempt of our rule, and which have 
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BOOK tisifcdat^ for ever the naino of the enpit^il of IndmTvitli 
■■—' ferocity tknt iiiiitoiy can eei'taiijJy e{|iinl, but (or 

I 7 H 1 |. histoty nowhere recoimts a speedier retribution. 

After^ retaiiiing posseaaion of Delhi for tliirty*seveii ^ 
days. Nadir comineiiced hig retuvij nuircli to Dorsia, 
hampered with s[X)il and prisotiers, and laden with 
tiieastire, varioualy stated at tliiity, and one hundred mid 
twenty milliona sterling.*’ Amongst his Sfroils were the 
peacock tiirone of bhah Jehau, on nfliich tlio richest 
jewels of the East had been aminged by the most gkilM 
artists of the West; and tlie Mountain of Light that, go 
oftea and so fiercely contested, is now tho most precious 
gem in the crown of the Empress of India, His jirogrcsa 
w^ naturally slow ; but this tardiness only gave gi^ter 7 
leisure to hia fierce Persians to biirru ravish, and destroy 
to the full bent of their gavage natures; for miles on 
either side of his line of march the country wag a desert, 
and U'o hundred Ihougand Hindoos are sujjposed to have 
expiated with thidr blood the fortuitous crime of their -■" 
birdj. 

Le no doubt that, had he been so inclined, 
Nadir could have retained possession of Dcliii aud estub- 1 
hslicd a Pepiaa dynasty in Bindoamn; that he did not lIo 
BO was owing to tho wise ooncluHion that an empire with 
two eapitab so far apiirt as Delhi mid Ispolmn could * - 
never stand. He felt that although he had the absolute 
power to select whichever of tlie two he chose, he could 
not enjoy them both, and preferring the laud of his nation .. 
and kiiidred to that of the Hindoos and Mom 1 la, he re- 
turnetl to Persia, ° 

, He made a merit of this political neceasity, and claimed 
the prmse of the higheftt magnanimity fur relluqiiidmig 
his hold on India to return to liis native coiuitiy. 

quitted Delld lie replaced tlie d^raded 
Mahommed on the throne,® niul nnnounued the event by 
prot^mation to ail the princeg of India, eidiorting tliem , 
t) o y Hit rule, aud at the same time threatening to rc- , 
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turn iiumcdiiitely >rith increased power, and vijnt with cthap. 
tenible punislimeat thoae w'Jio dkregorJt^l liis coumiaTuls. 

It is prolmble that ^Tadir ftidy intended to fulfil this 
^ tin cat, and that, even in the ttb^'nec of auv particular 
necepaity for Lia interference, lie would c-ru 'miiiiy yetira 
had elajjaed have returned to reap another iibundant 
harvest of treasure and blood, Lud not the knife of tliu 
iii^snssiQ ^iiQdeiily cut diurt his caredTi 

His end, like that of Domitiau, Caligula, and other 
aimilar chtiraclej:s in Listory,, had become a nuitter of 
iieceaity to his aulyceiaj so iuisitiable was his ihirst for 
blood, that self-preservation ooinpelied his nobles to ter¬ 
minate the existetiee of one whose sole pleasure lay hi the 
T flestruetEon of hia speeieB. 

The )mtnt?diate cause of his asBagsinatiou was the in- 
liumau treatmeut of liis omi son, and tJje sanguiaaTy / 

remorse tlmt cau^l hini to seek to wash out, ui the blood 
of the noblest of the laud, his own participation m the , 

crime. Suspecting bis son of liaving attempted his life, ' 

h^ owlcred him into bis presence and put hJa eyes out; 
but so maddened was he by tlie c-onsciousness of his owii 
cruelty, that he sought comfort in decapitatiu<T fifty 
noblemen because iJiey hud not sacrificed thes^elves 
for lua son. Several noblira of the highest rank In the 
kingdom having ascertaineil that their names were on 
the pi-oscribed list, twjk the law mto their own hands 
and asaassinaicd him in his tent ueiir Mushed. 

^ Kadir Shah must be ranked with Genghis Khan and 
' Tiiuour in modem history, and with Ncio and Cambysei 
and other monsters of more iincient dap. He occupio 
u prominent posiiion iu history as one of the greatest 
destroyers of the liiuuan race. He equalled all his pro¬ 
totypes in his fury and his lust for shedding blood, and 
^ cscelltHl not a few iu energy and vigour. The histoiy of 
his destmetive career proves how iuappreckble has been 
the progress of civilisation or the ameliorating influences 
of iucrejised liitt-rcourse amongst the princes and nations 
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JJOOK of the East ; the eighteenth ceutury sent a monster of 
’ —— • cnielty and wicked iieas more herce anil more ruthless than 
l7U-t 1. preceded him in the historj^ of the world. 

The character of Niidir aa summed up by the historian ^ 
Tivi]] best esi>lam his nature, aud aeeount for the extra¬ 
ordinary itiducnce exercised by this mighty destroyer 
his species. 

Courage, which he possessed in common with the 
lion, was his only virtue, and he owed his groiitnese to 
the defects of his mmd j hud his eyes nielted at human 
miseries, had his soul shuddered at murder, hud his 
heart glowed once with benevolence, or liad his heart 
revolkid at injustice, Im might have lived to uu old age ; 
but he would have died without the name of iJCadir or r 
wonderfLtl." 

In 1744 war broke out between Prance and England, 
and whilst Nudir was sacking Delhi, the territory' of 
lladnis waa the scone of a series of bitter ooutesLs between 
the powers of Englaml and France; and on tlie sEirf- “T* 
beaten shores and burning plains of the Csitnatic, ten 
thonsand miles distant from the parent stutes, were revived 
the fierce antipathies of Agincourt and bliiulieini. 

Eveiywhere in these contissls the French were vic¬ 
torious; their hold on the country waa stronger, their 
resources greater, and their generals and statesmen far * - 
superior to those of England; and the energy and militut^' 
capacity of Bussy and Labourdonnais, and the successful 
diplomacy of DupleLv, asii.sted by tlio local knowleihm . 
fitid polyglot capacity of his lialf-easte wife, Jeanne de 
Castro, everywhere established the fxjwer of their aims 
and attracted the alliances of neighIjouring princes 

After a bloodlisKi contest, in which Sie French lont 
none and the English only live or .six men, Madras yielded 
to the French troops, and, in the face of India, the lilies 
of I-ranee were hoisted over the leopards of Eimlund 
On iiiG of Fort George^ 

The French were the fSst to establish the boundlesa 


L 
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Euperiority of Eiiropeiui otgt native sms iind disci plino, xxv^ 
and to recognise and avail tliemselves of the facility of ’—— 
imparting the military science of Europe to the Sepoys of 1714-44. 
India, thus rendering them the means of tlieir own 
subjugation; and there is little doubt that, had the French 
East India Company received, the support they were en¬ 
titled to expect from the mother countty, the remarkable 
talente and enlarged ambilioti of Dupleix would have 
raised for Fmnce an empire as great as that now enjoyed 
by her ri^'al. 

But Li 1754, whilst Dupleix was successfully combating 
the English in the Camutie, imd his lieutenant Bussy was 
I>ursiiing a career of conquest on the upper waters of the 
Cxodarey and the Nerbiidda, lie was suddenly recalled to 
France; not to receive tJie honours and reivards Ins 
genius and policy had eo worthily earned, but to meet 
with the same foul calumny and perEeention that, a few 
years later, drove to despair and min the two moat dis- 
tiiignishcd officers of the rival power. 

France was desirous of peace, and England would only 
grant it on condition of Dupleix's reCnall : thus whilst 
England ceded a few ui5igQilic.aTit citicB; France resigned 
an empire. Well may the historiim’' exclaim, “Never 
did a country make so great a sacrifice from a love of 
peace/’ 

^ From the day of Dnpleix’s departure from India, 

Irench domination ceased; the impetuous though unfor¬ 
tunate Ijilly, and the eager anti determined Busay, were 
no longer a match for the English agents of the company, 
who, liberally supported from honie, and strengthened l)y 
the alliances that success will ahvays command from the 
native poivers of India were sotin complete masters of the 
field; the French were everywhere defeated ; and tlie 
English coinmencetl, ou the fonndntiori their enemies hod 
laid, the erection of the present marvellous structure of 
Indian empire. 

There was at tliis time no great power in Hiiidostan to 
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book conquer ; no poweirul ilyiuisty to subvert; the power of 
the Mogula irvfls estinet, ivhilet that of the Hinduua wits 
17 *1^ ‘1 (vguinst itsself. Tu this state of univoraul war tliu 

of the drilled soldiers and praedaed artillery of 
Engkud was ciigeily sought by tdl the contending par¬ 
ties, It was soon perceived that the tactics and discipline 
of the Europeans invariably turned the scale against aiiy 
tnltls; and dragged as It were into innumerable quan'els, 
often unwillingly, and geiicniUy without ajiy defined 
object, the company gradtinlly found themselves actiutl 
possessors of extensive kingdoms they had originally 
only intenile-l to defend for their native princes. British 
inlluence rapidly became paramount; the nation, startled 
niiil idmost akrmeil at her sudden fortune, found her>ielf 
uiiexpecteidy the parent of a gigantic ofl'apririg, docile 
indeed to idl apptnriuice. but portentous in stature iind 
unknown in disposition and resources. 

Mahommed Shah sundved the destniotion of liis capital 
by the Persimis nine years, and died in 1748 after a 
ilisaslrous reign of thirty years. In many respects the 
imseroble govenunem of tliis prince remindd* one of that of 
lijsnninesake Mahommed DT., whose “ contiaued infancy ” 
some three hundred years before bad wooeil the onalniiglit 
ot the fierce Timoiiragain liad the same causes pni- 
duced the same result'^, tind the imbecility of the sove¬ 
reign and the rottenue^ of the state been the inciting 
cause of foreign aggression, jinotlier cycle m the 
history of Hindostan was completed; the power that had 
arisen and flouri.died on a former condition of weakness 
w;ls now in its turn enfeebled and supplanted by one 
nnimuled with rnore health and vigiiur. 

Maliommetl ivas aiicceeded nt^his death by his sou 
Ahmed Shah : but here let us drop the veil over the 
dosing of the Mogul race; from this period to 

tluf year 1803, when the Great Mogul liecamc finnlly the 
pensamer of English meichniits, all is unintercalins and 
uupro table, “ A succession of nomtuitl sovereigns, sunk 
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!ti inflolencG and debauchery, sauntered, away life in 
^ secluded pulnces, chewing bang, fondling concubines, and 
listening to buffoons, .... The Afghan soon followed to 
♦ convpTeto the work of devastatiou which the Persian had 
begun. The warlike tribes of lliijpootnna threw off the 
IMiissiulinad yoke, A band of nierceuarj' soldiers occupied 
Ihdiilcund. The Seiks ruled on Ibo IncJns. The Jauts 
spi'ead (hsmay along the Jumna,"® The solitary provbce 
ot Delfii was all that remained of the mighty empire 
of Ahbar; and in less than a hundred years from the 
death of Aumngzebe, the nomitial possessor of a revenue 
of forty millions sterling was fomed to sell the marble 
and inlaid ornaments of the imperial palace at Delhi, to 
-tsupply food for his own chddren, and to descend fiijm 
his kingly sUite to grind lice for printujly inUdeis.^ 

Already the spider had woven her vreb in the palace of 
Akbar, and the owl had sung her \ratcli-song on the 
towers of Aiiniugn:elje; and the picture of the desecn- 
r danta of these mighty sovereigns humiliating themselves 
in their own pakcea before the ministers of those nations 
whose vety sovereigns had scarce dared to enter the 
presence of their ancestors, may point the moral, hut 
will scarcely adorn the tide of falien majesty. 

M _ The Great. Mogul won now a mere “ nominis umbra;” 
"lis titles were but sounding brass^ his glory t]>e smoke of 
till expiring dame, and his power a fire choked amongst 
the thorns of rebellion and discontent. The brilliant 
star of the great race that liad swept with such dazzling 
'fcplendoiir acn^ the broad arch of Eastern history had 
gradually lost Its brilliancy, till, like the nebulous inslre 
that survives the pacing meteor, a few .sparks of 
ight idone remained to indicate rather the course it had 
jursued than the splendour it bad displayed. 
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NOTK5 TO CELUn^Kn XXVJL 


* FerokBm moceMea J^^lwindfir Sfabh, wbo ffMcwdsd Efiliad^ Sij^h* 

■ am iLu BOH of a rnan who wip^ Ma unafi with Mh elbow/" anid 
An1iitlnfii« wben i^aeatioiwd mbcitit hh lintiigfir 

* Hciphi djTiifftj ruled in for two Kntmiei^ an iga that mar 

DOiuiiler^ An^Ptui i ttair intmea wtn* ab followa 2 

Shall Trtttisu l iScpbi, SopLi the Cnujlj 

Tahnuinp^ Abbas, 

Ismsel IL Solimna^ 

Mahonmied, HaanjTi^ 

Abhaa the Great, Tjibmjujp, 

The SopHis were fUrplndiid h/ the AfEgtum^s who took the title of Sulfim; 
b iheiT turn they were dippIacEd by Nadir Stbdi, im The deaenndnuts 
oF Nftdir Slmh ware OTnenumed by t'lw famLEj^ who wem Hi2i:?ce«ded hv" 

the Tajiua. or Turin tribe who rule at preiwnL ' f 

^ Tha omaber slab ia tnriouijly stated betwem 100,000 jmd 0,000 j mch 
bjjrureR bftjfle ered no approTimete eampatatioiL 

ms uwa treaanra b FtJited at 87fiQO,O0()L atertieg ; that tif Ijia aimv, at 
] 5.000 ,OOOIl 5 3!|i,000,000f. paid ia ransnin befoul he eptered the citTn 

He fkiao look 1,000 ebpbanti^ 7,000 Imc hnp^ea, 10,<JOO camels, liiO writera, 
200 stude-eqtteTB, 200 carpentere, (CuL Losird, on iW^o.) 

Cither writeia put it at about ohe q uarter. 

■ On citie ocwgiou Ksdb Bhikh was mM with IfabnmnieHl Bhah, when 
coflfle was introduced, and tb e serraiit, doubtful how to act so a* not to hurt 
the dipni^ of elthEir monareh, pioHiited the imp to lie Tiaiar, who 
presented it to Mabnuimed 9hab bia master, rei^uectiDg him to prtMwut it to 
the ciuii|iiurer, hy whiok he avoided giving oJleniifl to either nartT 
^ aiiHMiilay. ^ 

“ Macaulay 

• In 1B05, whFn Lahe relteTed the Mogul fmm the Mahiutta nndor^ 
SdudiBj their conditbu wim miserablB In the ertremo. Thu yearlv stipend 
allowed to eaeh of tb^ eimivbg prince# nf the bW weia ouly'm per 
annum, and the whole allowance of the emperor for petBOnaJ txpouBW 
family end dependent*, At, and hb harem, did nol exceed 24,OOCy. pe^ 
anounu Tn 1803 Shah A\lam IL hod to wll the ormimcuta of h!a paJibcg ' 
at lleihi to find food for his children. 
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